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Introduction

I believe that what people need more than anything is a revelation
of God's love for them personally. I believe this to be the
foundation upon which victorious living as a Christian must stand.

We do not need head knowledge concerning God's love; we need a
revelation. This can only be given by the Holy Spirit and will be
given as each believer meditates upon the love of God, observes the
love of God in his own life and seeks that revelation through the
written Word of God and also through prayer.

It is fairly easy to accept that God loves the whole world enough
to send Jesus to die for the world. But it is a little more difficult to
believe that if you had been the only person on the face of the
earth, that God loves you so much that He would have sent Jesus
to die for you and you alone.

After many years of being a frustrated Christian, I came to
understand God's love.

God graciously revealed to me, through the Holy Spirit, His love
for me personally. That single revelation has changed my entire life
and my walk with Him.

I believe that what you read in this book will bring you new insight



and understanding concerning the love of God. I believe it will
place a new hunger in you to have this revelation for your very
own. I exhort you to read the book slowly, to use it as a study aid
and to meditate upon the Scriptures and the thoughts that you will
find contained in the pages that follow.

This book is submitted to you in humility, knowing that I am
nothing apart from Him and that whatever revelation and
understanding I have of His Word, it is only by His grace.
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God Loves You!

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life."

John 3:16

God wants a family, so God made us to be His kids. He does not
want us to act like babies, but He wants us to act like His kids. He
wants us to depend on Him, rely on Him, lean on Him, love Him
and let Him love us. He wants us to trust Him and to reach out to
Him when we have a need. He wants to have a personal
relationship with you.



Most of us take John 3:16 in too broad a scope. "Oh, yes, I know
Jesus died for the world,"

but we are not just a group of general people down here that Jesus
died for. He died for each one of us. He died for you!

If you had been the only person on the face of this earth, He would
have died just for you. He would have gone through all the suffering
f or you.

He died for you! God loves you so much. He loves you with an
everlasting love.

One day I was driving down the road, and God spoke to my heart
and said, "Joyce, you're the apple of My eye." I didn't even know
that Scripture was in the Bible. The devil came in with a thought
right behind that and said, "Well, isn't that a bunch of pride? Who
do you think you are?" And so I thought to myself, "Oh, I
shouldn't be thinking like that." It goes against our carnal thinking
to realize that we are special, that we are gifted, that we are
different. Each one of us is an individual, created by our Father to
be different from the person next to us.

As I was thinking about it, God showed me a little mental picture
of a lady standing in a supermarket by a large pile of apples. She
looked all around and found one that was really super then reached
in to get the very best one. What God was saying to me was that I
was the best apple to Him.



I was the special one. That doesn't seem right, but you see, God
says that to every one of us. It isn't that He is saying that you are
really someone neat, and everyone else is no good. He is saying
that we are all special. It is in the Word, and the Word is for every
one of us. You are the apple of God's eye.

I didn't receive what God had said to me because I felt condemned
thinking such nice things about myself. About two days later I
opened my Bible to Psalm 17:8, and there it was staring me in the
face: "Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the
shadow of thy wings." I said, "Oops, that was really God. I am
the apple of God's eye." For the longest time, I felt so special
every time I thought about it.

People have a craving, and a longing, and a desire in their hearts to
be loved. God made us that way. Many people believe that God
loves the world and that He loves Jesus, but they have a hard time
believing that God loves them. Yet the Word teaches that God
loves them as much as He loves Jesus. He loves you as much as He
loves Jesus.

Let's look at John 5:20:

"For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things
that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater works than
these, that ye may marvel."

God says here, "I'm doing all these great things through Jesus, and



greater things than this through Jesus, that you may marvel"
(author's paraphrase). Do you know that it is fine to marvel at
something, to be in awe of what God is doing?

We read these Scriptures, but we often miss what God wants to do
for us. He wants us to look at the great works He did through
Jesus and just marvel and say, "Boy, God, that's wonderful what
You did through Jesus." Then He wants you to turn in the Bible to
John 14:12 where Jesus says:

"He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto
my Father."

God will do the same things through you, and greater works than
these shall you do because Jesus went to His father. Do you
believe that? Do you really believe that God loves you and will use
you?

The Lord ministered to me one day when I was studying and said,
"Joyce, I do so many things for people every day because I love
them, and they don't ever see it. They don't recognize it at all. I'll
give you just one example. Every day when I speak to the sun and
say 'Rise,' I did it for Joyce, for Betty, for Jamie, for (fill in your
name here)."

Stop and think about that. The sun rises in the sky every day for
you. Yes, the sun! And we just take that for granted. We know the



sun is going to come up every day, but it rises for you. When the
rain comes in its season, it rains for you. When the snow comes, it
comes for you. God loves you that much.

Deuteronomy 7:9 says,

"Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the
faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them
that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand
generations."

Do you think that a thousand generations is long enough for you to
get in on the love of God?

You see, He is an everlasting God, and you can't wear God out. A
lot of us think that we have just worn God out with our failures
and messes, but you can't do that. Love can't be worn out, and you
can't get God not to love you. Love is not something God does. It
is Who He is.

Even the dirtiest, rottenest sinner that ever walked the face of this
earth and would spit in the eyes of Jesus and say, "I want nothing
to do with you; I'm perfectly satisfied to go to hell"—God loves
him. So how could He not love those who have been chosen and
set apart for God's purpose?

You may have already said, "I receive Jesus into my heart, and I
love Him." But I ask you, how much do you believe God loves



you?

This is a very simple message to you: God loves you. But this is
the basic foundation that God has to lay in you for you to
understand everything else.

No matter what else you learn and how hard you study and seek
the things of God, if you can't accept the fact that God loves you,
you are not going to get very far. God's love for you is the
foundation for your faith, for your freedom from sin and for your
ability to step out in ministry to others without fear. Will you
receive His love for you?

God loves you!
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Am I Good Enough?

"Such hope never disappoints or deludes or shames us, for
God's love has been poured out in our hearts through the
Holy Spirit Who has been given to us.

"While we were yet in weakness

[powerless to help ourselves], at the fitting time Christ died
for (in behalf of) the ungodly.



"Now it is an extraordinary thing for one to give his life even
for an upright man, though perhaps for a noble and lovable
and generous benefactor someone might even dare to die.

"But God shows and clearly proves His [own] love for us by
the fact that while we were still sinners, Christ (the Messiah,
the Anointed One) died for us.

"Therefore, since we are now justified (acquitted, made
righteous, and brought into right relationship with God) by
Christ's blood, how much more [certain is it that] we shall be
saved by Him from the indignation and wrath of God.

"For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God
through the death of His Son, it is much more [certain], now
that we are reconciled, that we shall be saved (daily delivered
from sin's dominion) through His [resurrection] life."

Romans 5:5-10 AMP

Many of us can believe that God loves us as long as we don't mess
up. Most people don't like themselves very much, so they
conclude that God can't be very impressed. Yet the Bible says,

"What is man, that thou art mindful of him?"

(Ps. 8:4). We are just simply God's creation, and He loves us
because He loves us. He is love. (1 John 4.16.)



He loves you, and you are special. That means you are distinctive
and unique. You are not supposed to be like me, and I am not
supposed to be like you. And we will be miserable if we try to be
like anyone else. All that does is give the devil an opportunity to
tell you that you are not good enough. The thing is, with God, you
don't have to be "good enough."

Did Jesus die for you because you were so great and wonderful, or
did He die for you because He loved you? The Bible says that if
He loved you enough to die for you, how much more then, being
justified by His blood, does He now love you?

(Rom. 5:8,9.) He loves you enough to cover your little daily
mistakes. He loves you enough to get you through this day in
power and victory.

God showed me an example one day of how He sees our mistakes
and shortcomings. Imagine a little kid, about three or four years
old, who is always watching mommy do her housework. She loves
mommy so much that she gets a little bucket of water and a little
rag and goes to the picture window on the front porch. She scrubs
the window really well then gets a few paper towels and wipes the
window.

Of course, it is all streaky and smeary and soapy. And when you
see what she did, you realize she used your best cleaning rag, and
you would like to wring her neck. But she comes in, and in her tiny



sweet voice says, "Mommy, mommy, I washed your window. I
did such a good job for you. I love you mommy."

A loving mother would say, "Oh, that's a wonderful thing you did.
Thanks for helping."

Then, as soon as the child was busy somewhere else, she would
clean up the mess and give her some encouragement later not to do
that again.

God told me that's what He does for us. He always cleans up our
messes. If you are doing the best that you know how to do, that's
all God expects from you. He doesn't expect you to do something
you are not able to do. He can change you if you are willing to say,
"You're right God, and I'm wrong. I've tried, and I can't change it."

Then He will because He knows you can't make yourself better
without His help.

"For since He Whom God has sent speaks the words of God
[proclaims God's own message], God does not give Him His
Spirit sparingly or by measure, but boundless is the gift God
makes of His Spirit!

"The Father loves the Son and has given (entrusted,
committed) everything into His hand."

John 3:34,35 AMP



One day while I was studying, I was meditating on this verse and
cried for joy when I realized that God doesn't give us His Spirit by
measure. He doesn't give us just a little dab of this and a little dab
of that.

Instead, He says, "Here, take everything I've got."  Every bit of
God's power and love are available to you today. He has all you
need, and He wants you to receive it. Why? Because He loves you.
You don't have to be good enough to deserve it because you
couldn't do enough to deserve it anyway. You don't have to be
pretty enough or smart enough. God wants to give to you because
He loves you.

In Deuteronomy 7:6,7 AMP, God said,

"For you are a holy and set-apart people to the Lord your
God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a special people
to Himself out of all the peoples on the face of the earth.

"The Lord did not set His love upon you and choose you
because you were more in number than any other people, for
you were the fewest of all people."

God chose the Israelites to be His special people, and as the
Church, we are the true spiritual Israel today. So this Scripture is
for you just as much as for them. He said, "I didn't choose you
because you were the largest tribe of people on the earth." Applied
to us, that would say, "I didn't choose you because you did



everything just right or because you were so wonderful."

He goes on to say that they were fewer than anyone else. As a
matter of fact, if you are like me, you probably thought you were
worse than anyone else before you got saved. Yet in verse 8 AMP,
God says,

"But because the Lord loves you and because He would keep
the oath which He had sworn to your fathers, the Lord has
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you out of
the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt."

That's shouting ground! God says, "I set my love on you, and I
told you you're holy I told you you're special. I chose you, not
because you're good and wonderful, but because I love you." Do
you know what God wants you to do today? He wants you to
accept and receive His love.

For most of us, our biggest problem is that we don't like ourselves.
We don't believe God loves us, or that anyone else loves us for that
matter. We think, How could they—I'm such a mess? If you
believe that you are nasty and ugly, then you are going to think,
look and act nasty and ugly. You can't rise above the image of
yourself that's in your heart.

My biggest problem used to be that I didn't like myself, and I
spent at least 75 percent of my time trying to change myself. I



thought I talked too much, so I tried to be quiet. But then if I was
quiet, I would get depressed, and everyone would want to know
why I was quiet. Then I would think, But you told me I had a big
mouth. Leave me alone.

I'm just trying to be quiet.

I can't tell you how many years I went through that. And still I
was always getting into trouble with my mouth. A lot of people
who are real talkers are married to partners who are real quiet.

That just shows up your big mouth even more, and the devil will
constantly remind you of it. And that's called condemnation.

God wants you to be free from condemnation, but it takes faith
and boldness to be free. Do you know that no matter how guilty
you feel it is not going to pay for one thing you did wrong? It is
real tough to believe that God loves you when you have done
something wrong.

The whole time the devil is beating on you and beating on you with
thoughts about how bad and nasty and ugly you are. "You've done
it now," he says. "Who do you think you are? God is never going
to bless you, you dirty old thing, you. You couldn't witness to
anybody now. You can't do anything right."

That's when it takes the boldness to rise up in your inner man and
say, "Father, I made a mistake, and I ask you by the blood of Jesus



to forgive me.

I'm sincere in my heart, I want your forgiveness.

Devil, you take a hike. Jesus paid for my sin, and it's none of your
business." Then, you just go on and be happy, be joyful. But you
are probably thinking, "I keep doing the same stupid thing over and
over and over." I used to think that, too, until I stopped being
condemned about it. When you stop being condemned about what
you have done, you will stop doing it.

Guilt and condemnation keep you weighed down and depressed to
the point that you can't be free. It takes a bold person not to be
condemned.

You have to be bold and operate in faith and rise up and say no to
guilt. The devil will tell you, "Do you mean you're not even going
to feel bad about that? Why, you ought to at least feel bad for a
few hours. That was really a bad thing you did." All you say is,
"No, I'm sure not. I'm not going to feel bad about it at all." The first
few times are tough, but it only takes three or four times, and you
get the hang of it.

In Isaiah 53, verses 5,6 and 11 in the Amplified Bible it tells us that
when Jesus took our sins for us that He also bore the guilt (and
that includes condemnation). The devil doesn't want you to be free
from condemnation. Why? Because if you are condemned, you
can't really bask in the love of God. Condemnation separates you



from God and comes down between you and God like a steel wall.
You can't see Father God when you are standing in guilt. All you
can see is the guilt and the sin in front of you.

Walk free of condemnation and believe that when God said His
grace was sufficient to cover even your sin, He meant it. He loves
you, and His grace and forgiveness are free gifts. Receive them
today!
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Love Is Relationship

"And we know (understand, recognize, are conscious of, by
observation and by experience) and believe (adhere to and put
faith in and rely on) the love God cherishes for us.

God is love, and he who dwells and continues in love dwells
and continues in God, and God dwells and continues in him."

1 John 4:16 AMP

How can you be more conscious and aware of God's love? No
matter how much He loves you, if you are not conscious and aware
of it, it is not going to do you any good. You know how good it
makes you feel if somebody really shows you a lot of love? You
feel so warm and wonderful that you could just take the world by



the tail because you know somebody loves you. God loves you,
and He wants to show you that love. He wants you to spend time
with Him on a daily basis.

Do you have a real personal relationship with God? Just because
you got saved a long time ago does not mean you are enjoying a
rich fellowship with God. When I open my eyes in the morning,
the first thing I think about is God, and He is the last thing I think
about before I go to bed at night.

And I think about God all day in between. There is nothing that I
want any more in this whole, wide world than to serve my God
and to please Him.

And that's worth anything that you have to lay down to get it.

There is a God-shaped hole inside of us that only God can fill.
Nothing else you can run after or desire can fill that place. You
may say to yourself,

"I know that already, I received Jesus." But are you receiving Him
every minute, every day, in every situation? Are you receiving the
love of God?

God loves you, and you are special to Him, He created us to
fellowship with Him. This is His greatest desire and His perfect
will for your life.



He leans over the throne every morning and says,

"Good morning, I love you."

A friend of mine had a vision once while she was praying. She saw
the Father go into the homes of the people of America when they
got up in the morning. He went in all ready to fellowship and talk
to them. He got Himself a chair at the table and sat down. The
people got up, and they came, and they went; they came, and they
went. They kept telling God, "Later. Stay right there for just a
little while, God. As soon as I get this done, I'm going to talk to
You. I'm going to fellowship with You later, God. Later, God.
Later, God."

The end of the day came, and the girl who saw this said it broke
her heart because she saw God, with slumped over shoulders, leave
the home. And nobody had ever come to talk to Him that day.

Don't get too busy.  If you don't have time to pray and spend time
with God, then you are too busy. Take the time to tell God how
much you love Him. When everything else passes away and it is all
over but the shouting, there is nothing but God.

That's it. And if you don't have a relationship with Him then, it is
going to be a little late to start getting to that point. That doesn't
mean you will not go to heaven, but you have missed the joy of
living a victorious life.



I suggest you set aside a year, and just let God love you. Stop
trying in your own power to operate in faith and be God's man or
woman of faith and power. Just back off and act like a little child.
You just crawl up in your Father's lap, and let God love you. You
can't love Him back until you let Him love you.

First John 4:16 AMP says,

"And we know (understand, recognize, are conscious of, by
observation and by experience) and believe (adhere to and put
faith in and rely on) the love God cherishes for us...."

Did you get up this morning and spend some time thinking about
how much God loves you?

When you first get up in the morning, you don't usually feel like
doing anything. But you need to use your mouth to activate your
flesh and allow your spirit man to rise up and do all kinds of
wonderful things.

So when you get up in the morning, you need to begin to say, "Oh,
Father, I thank You that You love me so much. I thank You that
You sent Jesus to die for me. Oh, Father, I thank You that I'm with
the Holy Ghost. I thank You that the resurrection power abides on
the inside of me. Oh, Lord, I thank You that everywhere I go today
I'm a blessing. God, You love me. You love me,  right here in my
little house. You love me!  I'm Your special child. I'm the apple of
Your eye. You love me!"



You have to talk to yourself and get yourself aware and conscious
that you are surrounded and drowned in the love of God. The Bible
says that God has a picture of you tattooed on the palms of His
hands. (Isa. 49:16 AMP.) I can just see Him up there saying,
"Look, see that? Oh, isn't she beautiful? I just love her so much.
Just look at My kids, right there in the palms of My hands." He
has you there as a constant reminder that He loves you and longs to
fellowship with you.

Remember to be thankful before God and develop a relationship of
fellowship. Sometimes you need to fall down on your face in
prayer and just thank God that you are saved. Back off and love
God. Read on in 1 John 4:16,17 AMP where He says,

"...God is love, and he who dwells and continues in love
dwells and continues in God, and God dwells and continues in
him.

"In this [union and communion with Him] love is brought to
completion and attains perfection with us, that we may have
confidence for the day of judgment."

Knowing that God loves you gives you confidence in Him and
trust in His faithfulness.

All blessings will come through letting God love you: greater faith,
victory over sin, healing, prosperity and joy. It has to come by
allowing God to love you. A lot of times we turn that around and



think, "Well, I've got to love God." I believe first you have to let
God love you. I don't believe you can express your love to God
until you let God love you.

I can tell you to fellowship with God and that you really need to
fellowship with God, but how do you do that? When God told me
to fellowship with Him, I just got on my couch and sat down and
said, "Now what, God?" That's right! I didn't know how to
fellowship with God because, still at that point, I really didn't
know how much God loved me.

How can you express your feelings to people, really just love them
and adore them, if you are not sure they love you? You would be
afraid of making a fool out of yourself. You are comfortable with
those you know will love and receive you. I can say things and do
things with my husband that I couldn't do with anybody else
because I know that he loves me. It is the same way with God.

So step out and make a start. Give God an opportunity, and He
will teach you how to fellowship with Him. Ask yourself this
question right now: Am I comfortable with God?

God loves you!
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Love, Trust and Faith



"For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but
only faith activated and energized and expressed and working
through love."

Galatians 5:6 AMP

Most of us spend a lot of time trying to have faith. We know that
without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 11:6), so we
work and strive at having more faith. But faith is of the heart, and
you get it only through a relationship of loving fellowship with
God. I can't really teach you faith, but I can teach you the
principles of faith and make you so hungry for it you will do
anything to get it.

It only comes by revelation from God.

Stop trying so hard to get faith and please God, and start spending
all that time and effort with God, loving Him. Just go around all
day loving Him and letting Him love you.

"For we walk by faith [we regulate our lives and conduct
ourselves by our conviction or belief respecting man's
relationship to God and divine things, with trust and holy
fervor; thus we walk] not by sight or appearance."

2 Corinthians 5:7 AMP



Once when I was reading that Scripture, God started speaking
some dynamic things to my heart.

I am trying to walk by faith. In every single thing in my life, I want
to walk by faith. And the Amplified Bible says in 2 Corinthians 5:7
that

"...we regulate our lives and conduct ourselves by our
conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God."

In other words, I am only going to be able to walk in faith based on
what I believe about my relationship with God. Do you understand
that? A person who believes he is unrighteous might as well forget
walking in faith. A person who believes he is an old worm in the
dust and God does not love Him might as well forget the faith
walk, too. A lot of people are trying to walk in faith, but they
don't have these other things in their hearts.

Galatians 5:6 says, faith works by love. God put this in my heart:
"Everybody thinks that this Scripture means that if they don't love
other people, their faith won't work. That isn't what it means at all.
What it really means is if they don't know how much I love them,
their faith won't work." Faith will not work without love. But it
isn't your ability to love other people. It is your letting God
Almighty love you.

There is a big difference in that. Trusting God and walking in faith
is leaning on Him and trusting Him for everything. You can't do



that with someone if you don't know he loves you. You might as
well forget it. You are never going to be able to trust God if you
don't know He loves you.

If you really knew how much God loves you, you would have less
trouble receiving a healing.

You would have less trouble receiving your financial needs met.

The reason you can't receive is that you don't really believe,
totally, that God is giving it to you.

You might say, "I want to believe that, but how do I believe that?"

You have the love of God inside you, and all you need is to begin
to recognize it when He shows you. The Bible says, "We love
Him, because He first loved us" (1 John 4:19). It would be
impossible for you to love God if you weren't assured of the fact
that He loved you first.

It is all down inside you, in your heart. It is in there! God loves
you! You are wonderful! You are  beautiful! You are precious! You
are tremendous!

God loves you! Nobody in all the world will ever love you like
God loves you.

You don't need anybody but God, but He will give you other



people in your life. The truth is that if there were nobody but you
and God, you would get by fine. God will be your best friend. He
will be your mate if you don't have one. He will be your mother or
father if you don't have one.

God loves you that much. That's how you can believe Him for
anything. He loves you so much that you know He wants you to
have it. And until you know that God wants you to have it, you
are never going to be operating in enough faith to receive anything.

Faith works by letting God love you. It doesn't work by your
ability to go out and love somebody else. Let God love you and go
around all day just telling God, "Oh, God, I know You love me.

Hallelujah! Father, I praise You. I magnify Your name."

Smith Wigglesworth was a great apostle of God. Someone asked
him if he had long seasons in prayer, and he said, "I rarely ever
pray more than 30 minutes, but I rarely ever go 30 minutes
without praying." He said once that if he went more than fifteen
minutes at one time without having some communication with
God, he had to repent.

We are trying to get things from the wrong end. You can't make it
happen by your works. God will bless you because He loves you.
He will give to you the same way He gave you your salvation.

You are not going to get a family member, or anyone else, saved by



working at it. Let God love you. Then, by the time you see the
family member, you will be ready to love him. The Bible tells you
that if you will love them and stop trying to win them with your
words and all your fancy ways, you will draw them to Jesus. The
Spirit of God will draw your family through His love. But you
can't love others if you don't let God love you first.

Ephesians 2:8 AMP says, "For it is by free grace (God's
unmerited favor) that you are saved...." Do you realize that you
did nothing to get saved? Most of us were just as rotten as the day
is long when Jesus saved us, and it certainly was not based on our
good works or our ability to do anything right. It was because of
only one thing: God loved us so much that he gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever believed in Him would not perish but
have everlasting life. (John 3:16.)

Grace can also be defined as God's willingness to use His ability in
your life to meet all your needs. Just as God, by grace, gave you
enough faith to get saved, He also, because of His love, gives you
the faith to believe He is your healer. He gives you the faith to
believe He is your provider.

If the faith He imparted to you for your salvation was enough to
save you from all your sins, that same faith is on the inside of you
to meet all the rest of your needs all your life. If you believe that
God loves you, and really begin to know it, then you will begin to
really trust Him.



You will be convicted of the truthfulness of God's Word. You will
know that He would never lie to you because He loves you.

According to the Amplified Bible, "faith" is

"the leaning of your entire human personality on Him"
[God] "in absolute trust and confidence in His power, wisdom,
and goodness" (Col. 1:4). As you allow God to love you, you
will learn to love Him and trust Him, and you will have faith.

God loves you!
 

5

Freedom From Fear

"There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-
grown (complete, perfect) love turns fear out of doors and
expels every trace of terror! For fear brings with it the
thought of punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not
reached the full maturity of love [is not yet grown into love's
complete perfection]."

1 John 4:18 AMP

We usually go along just fine in faith, confident that God loves us,
trusting Him. Then all of a sudden, something attacks us.



The big stealer of faith is circumstances—those bad things that
happen to us. You don't have much trouble believing God loves
you until the circumstances make it look like He doesn't.

Then the devil comes in with fear and condemnation to separate
you from the very thing that will set you free—God's love. "Well,
what about this?" he says. "I thought God loved you. So why are
bad things happening to you? You must have done something
awful. God is really mad at you."

Then you lose your confidence before God, and He can't help you
if you are not confident. You can't be confident, or full of faith, if
you don't know that God loves you. And if you receive the devil's
load of fear and condemnation, you don't know how much God
loves you.

First John 4:18 says a tremendously powerful thing "...perfect
love casteth out fear."  I meditated and meditated on that
Scripture, trying to figure it out, and one day God finally dropped
it in my spirit. Perfect love casts out fear, and God is that perfect
love. And when you know how perfect that love is toward you,
there is nothing in all of creation that you can be afraid of. It is
impossible to be afraid if you have a personal revelation that God
loves you.

It is impossible to fear failure if you know that God loves you.
You can't fail if you are dependent on God. The only way you are



going to fail is if you are dependent on yourself. If you know that
God loves you, you will not fear failure. If you know that God
loves you, you will not fear rejection.

God's love is of such magnitude that it covers everything. Do you
think that the same God that saved you and set you free is going to
condemn you? Satan is the condemner. God will convict you of sin
in your life, and He will show you the way out. The devil will
condemn you and tell you there is no way out.

In the Amplified Bible this Scripture reads:

"There is no fear in love [dread does not exist], but full-
grown (complete, perfect) love turns fear out of doors and
expels every trace of terror! For fear brings with it the
thought of punishment, and [so] he who is afraid has not
reached the full maturity of love [is not yet grown into love's
complete perfection]."

1 John 4:18

A lot of people think that Scripture means that if you can love me
enough, then you will not be afraid of me, or if you can love
somebody enough, then fear will leave your life. But that isn't what
it means.

It means if you let God love you, then you will not be afraid. You
have to let God love you if you don't want to have fear in your life.



Receive God's love for you right now by an act of faith. Go ahead.

Reach out in faith and take all of God's love for you.

Right after God gave me this revelation on His love casting out
fear, I had to put it into practice.

We had been having car trouble, and we thought the transmission
was going out in our car, and we have a big transmission! It would
probably have cost four or five hundred dollars to replace it if it
was completely out, and we didn't have the money.

So we just kept driving it.

God ministered to me that morning and said,

"Joyce, just go around all day loving Me, and let Me love you. You
don't have to do anything else.

You don't have to be a woman of great faith. All you have to do is
go around loving Me and letting Me love you. Just all the time. Let
Me love you."

So, I was going around building myself up in my most holy faith
and was singing, making up songs to God and having a wonderful
time. Then all of a sudden, I heard my husband back in the garage.
But he had gone to work about 45 minutes before! He opened the
door and said, "I never could get the car out of first gear. We are



going to have to take it in."

I just shut the door and started laughing. It was not something I
decided to do. It just came out. It just rose up out of my spirit, and
God showed me that it was because I had been letting Him love me
all morning that I was able to laugh. Letting God love you opens
the door for faith to come out of you. I just began to laugh, and
that was faith.

Abraham laughed the laugh of faith. When God came to him and
told him he was going to have a son, Abraham backed off and
laughed, saying, "Glory! I believe it." Now Sarah laughed the laugh
of doubt and unbelief, and God corrected her, but He didn't jump
onto Abraham. He didn't call Abraham down for laughing because
there is a laugh of faith.

When the devil comes against you and what he is trying to do
seems so foolish and so ridiculous, and you know your God so
well that it doesn't scare you, you laugh in faith. You know that
God loves you, and He has it covered.

So as I was laughing about my transmission, God spoke something
to my heart in a still, small voice, but it was very powerful. He
said to me three times, "If you operate like this with Me, Joyce, I'll
never disappoint you." It was like it just came through the
atmosphere of my house. "I'll never disappoint you. I'll never
disappoint you."



If you will lean on God and let God love you and you love Him,
you can forget all the work of trying to operate in faith. You just
let God love you, and you love Him, and He will bring it to pass.
The love of God will rise up inside of you and cast out all the fear.

God loves you!
 

6

Love Reaches Out

"And this command (charge, order,  injunction) we have from
Him: that he who loves God shall love his brother [believer]
also."

1 John 4:21

You are God's special child. He told you that in Deuteronomy 7:6.
If you will start to act that way, it will begin to change the world.
You will go into the supermarket with a smile on your face and
grab your grocery cart and say, "Everything that I touch is blessed.
Hallelujah! They're blessed to have me in this store today. Glory!"
Just go whistling through the store, singing, being special wherever
you go.

When we begin to know how special we are and start acting like
God loves us, we can win the world for Jesus. Love will spread



like wildfire. But it is not going to do any good to go around saying
you are a Christian, then growling at everyone.

You say, "I'm a Christian—I'm a Christian," but when a car cuts in
front of you, you say, "Come on, dummy, get out of my way.
Don't you know I've got to get to church? I'm going to be late for
the meeting, you nut."

That's the kind of stuff we do sometimes. Are you ready to grab
hold of victory? Just reach out there in the spirit, and grab hold of
victory and say,

"Devil, you have led me around with lies and fear long enough. I am
a special person, and I am going to have victory in the name of
Jesus because God loves me, devil, and there is nothing you can do
about it!"

God's love inside of you will set you free from fear, and you will
not be afraid to reach out to others with love. God wants you to
believe it when He says He will do greater works through you
because Jesus went to His Father. Do you really believe God will
use you? God will give you what you believe Him for. You can't be
afraid to step out.

I couldn't even begin to tell you how many times I have stood on
the edge of a faith cliff, right on the edge of doing something scary,
and God said, "Come on, Joyce, come on. I'll do great things
through you. Come on." And I just jumped right out in the middle



of it, and God has never let me down one time.

Do you know why I don't have to worry about stepping out and
being a failure? Because I know God loves me. He loves me, and
He knows I love Him, and through His grace I have laid down my
life for Him. If you have done that, and you love God, and He
loves you, then nothing in all creation can be a problem to you that
can't be overcome.

"Who shall ever separate us from Christ's love? Shall
suffering and affliction and tribulation? Or calamity and
distress? Or persecution or hunger or destitution or peril or
sword?

"Even as it is written, For Thy sake we are put to death all
the day long; we are regarded and counted as sheep for the
slaughter.

"Yet amid all these things we are  more than conquerors and
gain a surpassing victory through Him Who loved us.

"For I am persuaded beyond doubt (am sure) that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things
impending and threatening, nor things to come, nor powers,

"Nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord."



Romans 8:35-39

You may have no conception of how much God wants you to be
free. God hurts when you are unhappy. Sometimes you get up and
you are in a bad mood all day. Do you know the kind of day I am
talking about? You are kicking the cat, yelling at the kids, hating the
neighbors, and you have this old grumpy, grouchy look on your
face. "All I ever do is work, work, work, and nobody appreciates
it."

I know how you act because I have done that, too. When the kids
come home, you think, Why don't you stay at school fourteen hours
a day instead of seven?"

Do you know that hurts God? I am not trying to make you feel
bad. I am trying to get you to realize that if you can believe God
loves you, you are going to begin to respond to that love, then that
love will fill you up and start pouring out all over everybody else.
You will be free to be a sweetheart, flowing in the fruit of kindness.

If you will grab hold of the fact that God loves you, your healing
will come forth, your prosperity will come forth and your needs
will be met. Why?

You will just start to relax.

The main reason God can't give us most of the things He wants to
give us is that we are so busy trying to get them that He can't catch



us long enough to put them on us. God wants you to rest in Him
and just love Him. He wants you to let Him love you and just
receive.

The devil can't stop the flow if you are a lover because if you are a
lover, you are going to be a giver. You can't love and not give.

The last part of the Scripture in Deuteronomy 7:6 AMP says,
"...God has chosen you to be a special people." God has called
you. Right now your main job might be in your home with your
family, but God has called you. If you really want to be used by
God, you can be used by God. But you have to get this foundation
laid first. You have to know that God loves you.

Don't expend all of your spiritual energy concentrating on yourself
and getting your needs met. Tell God what you want simply and
quickly then develop your faith to meet the needs of other people.
Jesus would pray and seek the face of His Father in order to get
built up to go out and meet the needs of all those people who went
to his faith seminars.

Then He would preach the Word to them, lay hands on them, and
they would receive miracles.

He was not sitting off in the corner somewhere all the time trying
to believe God for things that He wanted. You need to tell God
what you want, but it just needs to be a matter of fact thing. The
main desire of your life, though, should be to meet the needs of



other people.

True prosperity, accurately defined, is the ability to use God's
ability to meet every need that comes before you. The love of God
will give you the ability to put the needs of others first. Do you
think God loves you enough to make you able to reach out and
love those who are not too much fun to love—the grouchy,
unappreciative ones?

It doesn't take anything to love somebody who loves you. There is
no trick to that. Any old sinner can do that. But when you love the
unlovable, you press in and keep loving them, and you keep loving
them, and you keep loving them. Then the love of God will change
them.

It may take a year. It may take five years. It may take twenty-five
years, but it is worth it. How long did Jesus wait for you?

God loves you, and He loves all those people all around you, too.
Saved or sinner, He loves them, and He wants to use you as a
channel to pour out His love.

Don't be afraid to step out. God's love is setting you free from fear
and condemnation, and He has given you the ability to love. Be
determined to spread God's love around. Start just being friendly
with people. Make it your business to be friendly and be a blessing
to people in the Body of Christ.



Ask people over for dinner and have people come and visit you.
Shake hands with people, smile. God has something for you to do.
He wants to use you in ways that He can't use any other creature
on this earth.

There are people that only you could minister to. Nobody else
could reach that person, but you.

Ask God to show you ways to reach out with His love, and He
will teach you.

God loves you!
 

7

God's Love Will Change You

"In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son to be the propitiation (the atoning sacrifice)
for our sins."

1 John 4:10

God loves us, but I don't think many of us actually comprehend
the love that God loves us with. God has shown me, through the
study I have done on this, that if we really knew in our spirits how
much God loved us, we would rise up and be a lot different than
what we are a lot of the time.



Meditate on God's love for you. That's what is going to change you.
If you don't like something about yourself, "knowing that you
know"  that God loves you is going to change it.

How does it make you feel when you know that somebody loves
you? It makes you feel good, right? Do you feel ugly? God told me
that some of the people who would be reading this book
hate themselves. You hate the things you do, and you have not
accepted that you are a new creation—you are constantly fighting
the old nature.

As long as you go around feeling badly about yourself all the time,
not liking yourself, hating yourself, not realizing how special you
are, you are never going to act special. The Bible says, "For as he
thinks in his heart, so is he" (Prov. 23:7 AMP).

It is all because you have not really grabbed hold of the fact that
God loves you. It is a powerful thing to know how much He loves
you.

God wants you to get with Him yourself on a daily basis. That's
what will change you. If you don't put God first, you are putting
Him in a position where He can't do for you what He wants to do.
It is the private time you spend with God, just loving Him and
letting Him love you, that's going to cause you to grow up and be
strong in your spirit man.

The biggest majority of people are lazy, and they would rather not



do that. They would like it much better if somebody would do it
for them.

Don't make excuses. Everyone reading this who is not
fellowshipping with God and is being convicted because of what I
am writing is going to have the devil coming in right behind that
conviction and saying, "But you've got all these other things to
do."

I know how it goes—the devil gives you one excuse after another.
Get serious with God, and cry out to Him. The Word of God and
fellowship with Him will change you. God has made you able.

Paul says in Philippians 4:13, "I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me." In other words, there is
nothing in all creation you can't do through the power of Jesus
Christ.

As fast as God points out a problem to you, you ought to rise up
in power and victory and knock it off. If you will rise up and
receive God's love for you and refuse to let that dirty, lying devil
tell you how rotten and no good you are, you will start acting
victoriously.

You may be acting awful now, but you can act differently if you
will believe that you are a new creation on the inside. You will
never change or act one bit differently until you begin to rise up
and say, "Praise God, I'm special. I'm holy. God chose me. He has



purified me by the Blood of the Lamb. I'm going to act that way.
And I don't care, devil, how many mistakes I make. God's
big enough to pick me up and cause me to go on. He cleans up my
messes!"

What problems can defeat you if you "know that you know" that
God loves you? There aren't any. You will be victorious in them
all.

Would you like to be an overcomer? Answer this then—do you
want to have something to overcome? That's the only way you are
going to grow up. If you never have any problems and you never
have anything to overcome, what are you going to cut your faith
teeth on?

Use the problems that come against you as opportunities to grow.
Find out what God will do because He loves you! If you will lean
on God and let God love you and you love Him, you can forget all
the trying to operate in faith and enter into rest.

If you just let God love you and you love Him, then you will go
around like some drunk person all the time—drunk in the spirit.
That's when the circumstances in your life will not get to you
because you are just going around operating in the love of God.

When I was baptized in the Holy Spirit, for the first three weeks it
was like I was drunk with God's love. People kept saying to me,
"What is wrong with you? You are so different. I can't believe it,



Joyce. What has happened to you?" These people came to me
three weeks later and said, "What has happened to your life?"

I didn't have to say one thing to convince them I had changed.
They could see it. If you operate in the love of God, you are going
to be smiling all the time. You are going to be beautiful. You are
going to have energy and strength. You are going to be able to
minister to people because you will be so charged up in the Holy
Ghost all the time that any need you have is going to be met.

Say to yourself, "God loves me. Hallelujah, God loves me. I'm His
special child. God loves me!"  Now go ahead—take a big leap of
faith and believe it.

God really does love you!
 

Experience A New Life

If you have never invited Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, I invite
you to do so now. You can pray this prayer, and if you are really
sincere about it, you will experience a new life in Christ.

Father God, I believe Jesus Christ is Your  Son, the Savior of the
world. I believe He died on the cross for me, and He bore all of my
sins. He paid the price for my sins. He took the punishment I
deserved. I believe Jesus was resurrected from the dead and is now
seated at Your right hand. I  need You, Jesus. Forgive my sins, save



me, come to live inside me. I want to be born again.

Now believe Jesus is living in your heart. You are forgiven, made
righteous, and you will go to heaven.

Find a good church that's teaching God's Word and begin to grow in
Christ. Nothing will change in your life without knowledge of
God's Word.

John 8:31-32 AMP says, "If ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed. And ye  shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free."

I exhort you to take hold of God's Word, plant it deep in your
heart, and according to 2 Corinthians 3:18, as you look into the
Word, you will be transformed into the image of Jesus Christ.

Write and let me know you have accepted Jesus, and ask for a free
booklet on how to begin your new life in Christ.

With Love,

Joyce
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