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Session Title: 1.1 Something or Nothing 
 
 
Key Concept: The question of why there is something rather than nothing 
requires more than a scientific answer. 
 
 
Key Verse: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it."        
 —John 1: 1-5 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that this universe and everything that is implies a first 
cause. 
 
 
Discussion Setup: Science works in terms of cause and effect, examining an 
effect such as light, and tracing it back to a cause, such as the sun. Scientific 
laws like the sun rising in the east and setting the west are readily explainable in 
terms of the earth's rotation and relative position in space. What science cannot 
tell us is who or what created the sun and earth in the first place. There is good 
reason why theology was once called the Queen of the Sciences! This question 
is philosophical or theological in nature because it has to do with reality behind 
reality. If we saw a rabbit appear in front of us, we would not assume that it came 
from nowhere.  
 
As Christians we affirm with science that there must be a cause. We believe that 
matter was brought into being by an eternal God because contingency implies 
involvement. There is something rather than nothing because there has always 
been the eternal God whose good will it was to fashion our universe. The 
majestic opening to John's Gospel tells us that through Jesus Christ all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all people.   
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Why is the question of the universe's existence so important? 
 
Dr. Bannister points out that this is one of the most important questions of 
all because our vast and diverse universe shouts for a cause to its effect. 
It seems counterintuitive to claim that it all just had to be this way, that the 
universe is simply a "brute fact." We can, of course, imagine the world and 
the universe to be different. We can imagine a world in which certain 
people don't exist, or where things work differently. This little mental 
exercise seems to imply that the universe is not, strictly speaking, 
necessary, but a result of will and intent. In other words, our universe isn't 
this way because it has to be; our universe is this way because someone 
chose for it to be this way.  The answer to the question, "Why is there 
something rather than nothing?" tells us why we are here, not just why the 
universe is here, but why you and I are here. 
 
 

2. Does our universe have to have a beginning? 
 
As Dr. Bannister makes clear, science works in terms of cause and effect, 
examining an effect and tracing it back to a cause. When it comes to our 
universe, this evokes the question: "What kicked everything off?" If we are 
at the end of a long chain of cause and effect, what caused it all in the first 
place? Atheists who deny a creator are forced to conclude that matter has 
somehow always been here, which requires a dismissal of what 
philosophers call the Principle of Sufficient Reason. Put simply, everything 
that is has some adequate and sufficient reason why it is. If we look 
backward toward the beginning, it's clear we need some sort of first cause 
that started everything. If we look toward the end, scientists agree that it's 
clear the world is winding down, that it won't be here forever. There is a 
beginning and an end.  

 
 

3. If matter is present, where does it come from? 
 
Science is a fantastic tool; it does a wonderful job of explaining how the 
something we have now operates. But the question we are concerned with 
starts before this. The question of what lies behind reality itself is a 
philosophical or theological question and not one that can be answered by 
science alone. The answer the Christian posits as the reality behind reality 
is a spiritual, personal Creator who, unlike creation, is immaterial and 
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eternal. We believe the material of our universe comes from God, who 
was the first cause that got everything started.  

 
 

4. What does Christ have to do with creation?  
 
Dr. Bannister draws attention to the fact that there are indeed many other 
worldviews out there, some of which would agree with the Christian that 
there is a god lying behind everything. Muslims, for instance, believe in a 
creator.  However, it is interesting to note that almost without exception, 
each of these alternative worldviews has a god who is distant and remote 
and ultimately far removed from creation. God is more of a principle than a 
person.  
 
Jesus, on the other hand, is a physical illustration that the God of the Bible 
does not remain distant from creation. So not only does Christianity 
explain that there is a creator God who is the reason there is something 
rather than nothing, but also this creator God is knowable because of what 
God has done in the person of Jesus. Jesus is not just responsible for 
creation but also stepped into his creation. And this brings a whole new 
radically personal slant to the question of who created the universe. We 
are not only able to recognize that God is here within creation but we can 
know God because Christ took on flesh and walked as one of us in 
creation.   

 
 
Further Study: 
 
James Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog (Downers  
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2009).  
 
 
Key Terms:   
 
Matter/Material: In this section these terms are interchangeable. Both denote 
the material universe surrounding us. For our purposes, the most notable fact 
about matter is that it implies involvement. Everything that is has some adequate 
and sufficient reason why it is.  
 
Contingency: In philosophy, contingency describes something that does not 
exist in and of itself but depends for its existence upon some other being. The 
universe itself has no sufficient reason for existence in and of itself; it is not self-
explanatory. Something from outside the universe, whose existence is not 
contingent but necessary, must have acted to sustain the universe.  
 



 

©2012 Ravi Zacharias International Ministries 

Session Title: 1.2 Cause and Effect  
 
 
 
Key Concept: The universe around us is filled with a stunning order that implies 
a first cause.    
 
 
Key Verse: "For since the creation of the world God's invisible attributes, God's 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made."       —Romans 
1:20 
 
 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that the stunning order of the universe around us 
implies an intelligent creator.  
 
 
Discussion Setup:  The content in this session hinges on the order and cause 
of creation. The human genome is one example of that order, the precise 
molecular message that codes for the proteins out of which the body's cells are 
made. In practical terms, it only takes the half dozen letters of our name written in 
the snow on the side of a mountain to convince us that a personal intelligence is 
behind the message. Our universe is also fine-tuned to accommodate life.  As 
Professor Lennox points out, even the slightest divergence in either position or 
chemical makeup would render carbon-based life on earth impossible. If the 
earth were slightly closer to the sun, we would perish from extreme heat. If the 
earth were farther away, we would succumb to the arctic temperatures. If the 
earth spun faster we would lose the benefit of gravity and be hurled into space. If 
it spun slower, we would boil by day, freeze at night. These provocative facts are 
at the center of the question of the universe's design. Generally speaking, when 
we come across sophisticated machinery or technologies, we trace them back to 
a cause. Similarly, our universe displays a staggering level of design and 
intricacy. Far from lazy thinking, to view the universe as effect and God as cause 
is a reasonable assumption based on the order with which we are surrounded.    
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Is it fair to view the universe as an effect that can be traced back to a 
cause? 
 
Science concerns itself with causes and effects within the universe. 
Should it not also ask about the whole show? Some are content to say 
that the universe is simply a "brute fact," and that any attempt to explain 
its origin is futile. Others have relied on scientific laws, such as gravity, to 
explain the universe's supposed ability to create itself from nothing.  But 
as Professor Lennox makes clear, a law nature cannot create or cause 
anything. The sun rising in the east and setting in the west is an example 
of a natural law, but this scientific law does not cause the sun to rise in the 
east or set in the west, anymore than it creates the sun.  The beginning 
words of the Christian story on the other hand—"in the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth"—offers an answer to the question that 
science cannot.  
 

2. Can the universe be explained by time and chance and matter?  
 
The basic elements of time and matter and chance are often named as 
the initial cause of the universe we now see before us in its complexity. 
These elements will certainly do something, Dr. Lennox notes, but there 
are problems with leaving the creation of the universe up to this equation. 
For starters, the initial matter has to come from somewhere too! But more 
than this, the nature of the universe is full of such precision and complexity 
that it's hard to imagine matter and chance and time being enough to 
cause the actual universe we see in all its sophistication. 

 
 

3. What role does order play in this discussion? 
 
If you found the letters of your name written in the snow on a 
mountainside, you would immediately conclude that whatever machinery 
was used to write this, there was an intelligence behind it. The nature of 
the order we see around us is like this. When we have a message as 
specific and as exact as the coding we find in human DNA—3.4 billion 
letters exactly in the right order—we immediately conclude that there is an 
intelligence behind it. To call this accidental is puzzling. And yet, the 
atheist philosophy, which demands an explanation that starts with matter 
and time and nothing more, does exactly this.  
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4. We might concede there was a creator who made the universe, but 
why do Christians insist it was a personal creator?  
 
The notion that God created the world but then stepped back from it only 
to remain uninvolved and indifferent to it is called deism.  A few former 
atheists have eventually been persuaded to admit there may be a God 
who created the world, but they reject the notion that God is personal and 
present.  The philosopher Antony Flew, who was formerly one of the most 
influential atheists, was convinced of this view because of the complexity 
of DNA.  

 
 
But Christianity goes a lot further than deism.  Christianity looks around 
the world and sees evidence of intelligence, evidence of design, evidence 
of power, and evidence of persons—and we can't imagine our origins as 
being less than personal. But beyond this, the central Christian claim and 
argument for God's personal involvement with us is Jesus Christ who 
became human. This is a vast miracle and a fantastic claim that needs to 
be examined for it's own validity, but once we have this, we see very 
clearly that God is personal and then we can also talk in categories of love 
and relationship.    
 

 
 
Bonus Material: 
 

1. Is it just lazy thinking to say that God is the creator of the universe 
because we're not sure how it all came together? 
 
Some offer the critique that belief in a creator is lazy thinking because we 
simply don't want to spend the time finding the real answers. This is often 
called the "God of the Gaps" theory—namely, we can't explain it, 
therefore God did it. Professor Lennox notes that as a scientist he is quite 
sensitive to this critique because he doesn't want to be accused of lazy 
assumptions. Far from it, Lennox insists that his work within his field and 
belief in God in fact coincide rationally. As he says, "I do not believe in a 
God of the Gaps; I believe God is the God of the whole show."   

 
He then uses the famous scientist Isaac Newton as an example of a 
scientist whose work also encouraged his beliefs. When Newton 
discovered the law of gravity he didn't immediately abandon his belief in 
God in favor of the law he had just discovered. Far from it, he saw the 
explanation of gravity as a tremendous example of the explanation of God 
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as the agent of this elaborate design in the universe. The more you see 
how complex and intricate the work of art before you really is, the more 
you see the genius of the artist within it. This was Newton's attitude when 
it came to the scientific discoveries he made. Yet many scientists today 
attempt to draw a line in the sand between any explanation of God's hand 
in our created order and the explanations of the laws and mechanisms 
these hands have put into place. They ignore the first cause and focus 
exclusively on the raw material and laws of creation. But what, then, put 
them all into place? 
 
 

2. Is there anything we can learn from the Genesis account? 
 
In the 1960s, the scientific evidence that there was a beginning to space 
and time was just starting to emerge, though not without fierce resistance 
to the idea from many in the scientific community. Of course, we now 
accept the notion that space and time had a beginning as clear fact. But at 
that time, some scientists even objected to the idea of a beginning on the 
basis that it would give too much leverage to the Genesis account. At any 
rate, Genesis anticipated what we now consider to be a self-evident 
scientific fact and on this point the Bible and science coincide perfectly. 
 
Professor Lennox points out that Genesis, rather remarkably, describes 
the world coming together in stages and sequences. God did not create 
everything all at once, but there was a sequence to our universe's 
arrangement and tailoring. In other words, the universe was being 
specially tailored for life, and on this point science concurs. The degree of 
the universe's fine-tuning is staggering! If the earth were slightly closer to 
the sun, we would perish from extreme heat. If the earth were further 
away, we would succumb to the cold. If the earth spun faster we lose the 
benefit of gravity and be hurled into space. If it spun slower, we would boil 
by day, freeze at night. As one physicist notes, "The impression of design 
is overwhelming."  
 
So while science says the universe is fine-tuned to have life on it, Genesis 
says there were stages leading up to God creating human beings in God's 
image.  This is a convergence, says Professor Lennox. But the biggest 
convergence is found in the movement from stage to stage by God's 
voice. In other words, the universe moves from one sequence to the next, 
not by random unguided process, but by the words of God.   
 
Ultimately, the choice for the universe's origin is between two worldviews, 
the first declaring that the universe is a brute fact, that "In the beginning 
were the particles," and that somehow these particles arranged 
themselves into galaxies, stars, and eventually human life. Or else, we 
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have the second worldview, which says that "In the beginning, was the 
Word," and that it was God at the beginning who called life into existence 
in stages and finally into the startling complexity we see. The first starts 
with matter and energy and ends up with intelligence and word; the later 
starts with Word and intelligence and matter and energy are derivatives.  
 
 

Further Study: 
 
John Lennox, God's Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? (Oxford: Lion, 2009). 
 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Deism: Professor Lennox briefly discusses a view known as deism.  At its most 
basic level, deism asserts that a creator "wound creation's clock," so to speak, 
and set the laws of nature in motion, and then stepped back and remains 
essentially remote and uninvolved as these natural processes set in motion 
continue to unfold.  Contrary to deism, Professor Lennox asserts that the 
Christian God is personally involved with His creation, and that we have evidence 
for this in the form of Christ, through whom all things are made, and who stepped 
onto creation's stage (John 1).   
 
God of the Gaps: Professor Lennox briefly mentions the theologian William 
Paley, as well as the "God of the gaps" epithet he earned from his detractors for 
his argument from design.  Also known as the "teleological argument," Paley 
advanced this idea in 1802 in Natural Theology, or Evidence of the Existence 
and Attributes of the Deity Collected from the Appearances of Nature.  In it, Paley 
asks his reader to imagine him or herself walking in a field in the country where 
he or she comes across two objects: a stone and a watch.  The stone, says 
Paley, is obviously a natural object, but the watch, because of its level of 
sophistication and functionality, points back to a watchmaker, or designer.  
Similarly, complex carbon-based organisms, such as humans, and by extension, 
our fine-tuned universe, all contain such a degree of intricacy that we may 
reasonably infer that a designer is behind it all.   
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Session Title: 1.3 Reason and Order 
 
 
 
 
Key Concept: The more we understand of both science and the universe around 
us, the more reasonable we discover the explanation of a God who made it all 
this way. 
 
Key Verse: "Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and 
unsearchable things you do not know."       —Jeremiah 
33:3 
 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that the universe is at base a reasonable, rational 
world, in keeping with the rational mind of a Creator. 
 
 
Discussion Setup: The main object of this lesson is to illustrate that our world is 
rationally comprehensible. And the fact that our world is rationally 
comprehensible says a great deal about its rational origins.  As Christians, we 
believe in a "rational base" for creation because God is the creator, and God is a 
rational God.  This fact reinforces the notion that we can, indeed, trust our minds 
and thus our scientific research because we know that our minds are not the 
end-product of a mindless, unguided process, but have their origin in the hand of 
God.  There is no reason to trust what our minds tell us if they are nothing more 
than the end result of a mindless, unguided process.  As Christians, we believe 
that the universe is comprehensible because God has given us the ability to 
comprehend it.   
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Q & A Summary:  
 
 

1. What do people mean when they tell us to "be reasonable" or to 
"think logically"?   
 
In thought and conversation, we readily use ordinary arguments to present 
whatever case we are trying to support.  Particularly when we are arguing 
with someone, the need for valid arguments, where you can follow each 
step from its assumptions to conclusion, is clear. Yet very often, we fall 
into fallacies where the logic is not tight and yet it seems very convincing.  
For instance, Professor Lennox gives an example from a conversation 
with an atheist. One of Peter Singer's key objections to Christianity is that 
Christians merely adopt the faith of their parents and remain Christians 
largely because of this upbringing. Professor Lennox turns the question 
around by asking Singer whether his parents were atheists—which, it 
turns out, they are too! Even so, Singer replies that atheism is not a faith, 
to which Dr. Lennox asks, "But you do believe it, don't you?"  Professor 
Lennox's question points out the faulty logic that atheism isn't just as much 
a belief-system, or faith, as any other religion.   
 
Moreover, while the question of whether you follow the same religion as 
your parents might be interesting, it says nothing whatsoever about the 
truth of a belief-system's claims. The question is not did you stay in the 
religion you grew up in, but is what you believe true? 
 
 
 

2. Why is the fact that we can rationally understand the universe so 
remarkable? 
 
Enthusiastically agreeing that our universe can be understood logically 
and reasonably, Professor Lennox begins by quoting Albert Einstein: "The 
only incomprehensible thing about the universe is that it is 
comprehensible." In other words, it is truly remarkable that our minds can 
understand the world outside and around us. It is remarkable, but it is not 
unreasonable given that we believe as Christians that the universe has a 
rational base, the mind of God behind it all.   
 
Atheism provides a stark contrast here, for there is no rational base at the 
foundation of the world it describes. Atheists, however, inform us that our 
brains, along with everything else, are nothing more than the end product 
of a mindless, unguided process. Of course, if my brain is nothing more 
than the byproduct of a mindless, unguided process, why should I trust it? 
Professor Lennox notes that this is his biggest objection to atheism: not 
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that it denies God but that it denies a rational base for the rationality that 
we use to do science. It takes a leap of blind faith to trust the scientific 
results of all the things we discover if at base we have only a mindless, 
unguided process that got us there.  Christianity tells me that the reason 
my mind can understand at least in part the universe out there is because 
my mind and the universe can ultimately be traced to the same intelligent 
creator.  
 
 

3. Is God bound by the laws and rationality of creation?  
 
When we study the universe, we readily find regularities and laws. But 
then we look at some of the stories of Jesus turning water to wine or rising 
from the dead and we wonder how we can hold onto any scientific integrity 
and believe in these acts, which defy and violate the laws of nature. Don't 
miracles violate the laws of nature?  And if we believe God created these 
laws, why wouldn't God be bound to follow them?   
 
Professor Lennox begins by defining laws of nature as our descriptions of 
what normally happens. He gives a helpful illustration: If you put two $100 
bills in a drawer and wake up and find only $50, would you say the laws of 
arithmetic had been broken or the laws of the United States? Obviously, 
the laws of arithmetic remain intact and a thief has been at work. It's 
because I know the regularity that I can recognize that someone's put his 
or her hand in the drawer. In the same way, God has created a universe 
that we describe as coded in laws, but God is not a prisoner of these laws! 
God can put a hand inside and bring in a new event. This is how 
Christians understand the resurrection; they don't claim it happened by 
natural processes, they claim it was an injection from outside of God's 
energy and power.  
 
Moreover, science cannot declare the resurrection to be impossible.  If the 
laws of nature are our descriptions of what normally happens, all science 
can say is that a resurrection is unlikely.  If science is to declare a 
resurrection impossible, it would have to have checked every grave from 
the dawn of time.  Science cannot exclude a resurrection because a 
resurrection doesn't break the laws of nature.  
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Bonus Material: 
  

1. Why are faith and science seen as enemies?   
 
Professor Lennox insists that presenting science and faith as enemies is a 
gross oversimplification. Science and religion are not incompatible or 
constantly at war as often described. There is a conflict, but it's not 
between science and religion; it's between the two diametrically opposed 
worldviews of atheism and theism.  
 
For instance, the Human Genome Project was one of the most ambitious 
in the scientific community, dedicated to mapping out the human genome 
and in essence, to deciphering the genetic code and its sequencing. The 
first director of this project was James Watson, a noble laureate and an 
outspoken atheist. The second director was Francis Collins, a Christian. 
Both men are brilliant scientists who contributed much to this scientific 
project and discovery. Science is not what divides them. It is their 
worldviews that divide them: theism on the one hand, atheism on the 
other.   
 
Lennox admits that often examples in history are given to support the 
theory that science and faith are at war. The story of Italian astronomer 
Galileo Galile is one such example. The story is told that the church 
harshly opposed Galileo when he claimed, contrary to popular belief at the 
time, that the earth rotated on its axis and was not at rest. Yet in fact, 
philosophers, not the church, were actually the first people to oppose 
Galileo's assertion because Aristotle had said the earth did not move, and 
they were unwilling to part with his legacy on the earth's movement. The 
irony of the story is that Galileo, a Christian, was right in challenging the 
reigning science of his day.   

 
 
Further Study: 
 
John Lennox, God's Undertaker: Has Science Buried God? (Oxford: Lion, 2009). 
C.S. Lewis, Miracles: A Preliminary Study (New York: HarperCollins, 1996).  
 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Miracle: Professor Lennox uses the word miracle to denote an interference with 
nature and natural law, as we understand it, by supernatural power. He uses the 
illustration of a hand inserting itself into a drawer, changing the circumstances 
within it. A miracle is possible only given the existence of something in addition to 
nature, which we might call the supernatural, and which is able to 'interfere.' 
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Session Title: 1.4 Café: Origin and Evidence 
 
 
Key Concept: God has put enough into this world to make faith a most 
reasonable thing and God has left enough out to make it impossible to live by 
sheer reason alone.   
 
 
Key Verse: "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen."        —Hebrews 
11:1 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that it is impossible to live without faith and that faith 
in God is equally reasonable.   
 
 
 
Discussion Setup: As Dr. Zacharias says, "Nobody lives without faith."  Think of 
the illustration of getting on a plane.  We assume the pilot is licensed and that the 
plane has been inspected and properly serviced, but we don't bother to check 
over all the paperwork. According to Dr. Zacharias, we express "faith in a certain 
set of tests that are already assumed."  Though certain scientists who are 
dogmatic in their rejection of faith wish to blindside us with claims that science is 
the sole arbiter of truth, our daily lives testify to the necessity of faith as the 
airplane illustration clearly shows.  Far from being an enemy of faith, science is a 
wonderful tool for discovering how our universe functions. Consider the illustrious 
list of Christian scientists, ranging from Newton and Galileo to Francis Collins 
and Hugh Ross. It is only when science is asked to function in place of a 
complete worldview that it becomes truly problematic. Questions regarding the 
nature of ultimate reality and our moral reasoning are beyond "the purview of 
science." When we are asking questions about the nature of truth and how we 
arrive at it, we need to rely on other disciplines such as theology, philosophy, and 
history to aid us in our investigation. As Dr. Zacharias points out, scientists work 
under the assumption that their opinions are valuable, that their discoveries are 
valuable, and hence, that they are valuable. This assumption, however, is not a 
scientific one, but a theological one. Science, as helpful as it is in disseminating 
information, does not attribute value and worth to anything. As Christians, our 
conception of the sacredness of human life comes from the conviction that we 
are made in the image of God.   
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Q & A Summary: 
 

 
1. Can science prove or disprove that there is a God?  

 
The simple answer to this question is no. Science is just one of the 
disciplines available for testing truth claims. Questions such as the 
existence or non-existence of God, the origins of the universe, or the 
meaning of everything we see around us are questions that bring together 
philosophical assumptions and statements that reach beyond any one 
discipline or piece of evidence. Broadly speaking, both theology and 
philosophy study the nature of reality and ultimate reality, while science 
investigates and tests the workings of the material universe. It is only in 
recent years that some scientists have attempted to claim science as the 
sole judge on matters of truth. 
 

2. Why do Christians sometimes seem intimidated by science?  
 
In the last decade, we have seen a trend of thinking that science is the 
final voice and best authority on the whole area of truth. The assumption is 
that scientific truth is the only truth we can know for certain. But if you 
think about this in terms of life and its major challenges—moral reasoning 
and choices, questions of love or romance—all of these day-to-day 
decisions are not scientific questions. These are questions that have a 
real bearing on our lives and yet are not testable in a material sense. But 
when science becomes the ultimate authority on truth, people become 
afraid to make any sort of claim on truth that they cannot prove in scientific 
terms. In reality, science is best viewed as a methodology or a tool, a 
helpful but not ultimate means to an end. It is only when the discipline of 
science is forced into the position of a worldview that it becomes 
problematic.   

 
3. Was it a mistake to evict the discipline of theology from the 

sciences?  
 
As we have mentioned before, theology was once known as the "queen of 
the sciences." But then unfortunately theology was evicted from the 
academy in this sense and moved to the study of religion in the 
department of humanities.  Though this may not seem too great a 
divergence at first glance, the difference is actually striking. Religion is 
understood as humanity's search for God, whereas theology was 
traditionally understood to be God's search for humanity. The focus today 
is decidedly human-centered.  
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The unfortunate separation of theology from the sciences has caused a 
dichotomy of thought, which was not always present. There have been 
great scientists who have made remarkable discoveries and insights who 
were firmly Christian: Isaac Newton, Galileo, and more recently John 
Polkinghorne, Francis Collins, John Lennox. Not only do the two fields 
frequently overlap, they are often complementary in their search for truth, 
and yet this unfortunate separation makes this harder and harder to 
suggest.  

 
4. It is possible to live by sheer evidence or reason alone? 

 
Ravi Zacharias summarizes this question with the observation, "God has 
put enough into this world to make faith in God a most reasonable thing.  
And God has left enough out to make it impossible to live by sheer reason 
alone."  In short, nobody lives without faith of some sort. Dr. Zacharias 
gives the analogy of a person getting onto a plane. Few of us are skeptics 
when it comes to the pilot's skills to navigate the aircraft. On the contrary, 
we express faith in our assumptions that the captain is licensed and that 
the plane has been through the proper inspection process. We don't 
bother to go over all this paperwork ourselves.  
 
Dr. Zacharias has a pointed question for those who believe science is the 
only authority to truth: "Why is it important that scientists report their 
findings truthfully?" If we are in agreement that, in fact, scientists should 
and ought to report their claims truthfully, what is our scientific reason for 
this? It is a difficult question to answer in scientific terms because it is a 
moral question. Again, we need to guard against the tendency to put 
science into roles for which it is not really equipped or operating. As 
Professor Lennox stated earlier in this unit, scientists discover valuable 
data about the way our universe works, but that data is processed in our 
minds, and it takes faith to credit the mind's ability to relay reliable 
information. The Christian believes the mind to be created by God, and 
thus holds a "rational base," grounding this faith and ensuring its 
reasonability.  

 
 
Bonus Material: 
 

 
1. What does it mean to say that we are made in the image of God? 

 
Dr. Zacharias declares that traditionally this question brings two things 
together: our moral reasoning (the ability to distinguish right from wrong) 
and our freedom to make moral choices based on that reasoning. We are 
not creatures of blind or instinctual appetites. Francis Collins was trying to 
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demonstrate this as he showed a stained glass window with thousands of 
cut glass and beautiful pieces, which no one in the audience would 
assume came together accidently. Then he showed this window beside a 
cross-section of human DNA, equally intricate and all the more inspiring of 
awe. Here we have two tremendous examples of unrivaled complexity and 
intricate design. And yet we want to look at these two images of reality 
with different mindsets and means of examination.  
 
Though nobody in the audience would dispute the skill and craftsmanship 
that went into the stained glass window, numerous men and women are 
reluctant and even unwilling to grant this same courtesy to the DNA cross-
section, an object vastly more intricate and complex than the stained glass 
window.  Under normal circumstances, most would consider the mark of 
design on the DNA strand to be indisputable. Dr. Zacharias says that this 
is where people suddenly switch their means of testing truth and assume 
that the DNA molecule happened by accident.  
 
We carry God's insignia in more ways than one. Our moral reasoning and 
ensuing freedom make us creatures with a level of consciousness 
unrivaled in nature, and the order and arrangement of our biological 
structure points to someone who had to do the ordering and arranging in 
the first place. In the end, Dr. Zacharias draws attention to the fact that our 
response ought, like Collins's, to be one of worship and reverence.  
 
 

2. How should students respond to the assumption that science and 
theology are enemies? 
 
Dr. Zacharias states that he receives letters from students in all kinds of 
college courses, ranging from the humanities to the sciences, asking him 
for help in defending their faith. The most important thing to remember, 
says Dr. Zacharias, is that life at its core is sacred, meaning that it is of 
essential worth. Science as an ultimate authority is inept before this truth 
because life's worth is not established within the discipline of science but 
at the worldview level. As Dr. Zacharias says, "No scientific discipline can 
attribute this worth to every human being." The only way for certain 
scientists to claim the level of authority they desire for science is by 
stepping outside of their discipline of science. They declare their own 
opinions to be of essential worth because they themselves are of essential 
worth. And they, thus, assume the sacred nature of their own lives without 
recourse to any kind of justification for that assumption. 
 
The Christian worldview, on the other hand, holds that all are created in 
the image of God. This ensures the sacred nature of human life and gives 
us the freedom to hold life's meaning and value at the worldview level.  
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Further Study: 
 
Ravi Zacharias, Mind the Gap (CD).  
 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Image of God: The clearest illustration of this belief is laid out in Genesis 1:27: 
"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God He created him; 
male and female He created them." Because we are image bearers of God, we 
have the unique ability, distinct form the animal kingdom, to reason, love, 
communicate, and determine right and wrong.  
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MEANING 
Why are we here? 
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Session Title:  2.1 Big Questions  
 
Key Concept: You are positioned in the universe as a meaningful being lovingly made 
by God, for God's glory and with God's unique imprint.  
 
Key Verses: “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”   He said to 
him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’   This is the greatest and first commandment.   And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’   On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.” 

—Matthew 22:36-40 
 
“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me.    Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.’” 
           —Matthew 28:18-20 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that meaning and purpose are inextricably linked to a 
Creator God. 
 
Discussion Setup: The question of whether or not there is meaning and purpose in 
the world is the perennial BIG QUESTION.  Dr. McAllister noted in his discussion that 
many of the cultural icons of our day, and of days gone by, have given voice to this 
question in their popular music, their poetry, and their literature.  It is an even more 
important question when one asks whether or not there is meaning and purpose in 
one’s life. Perhaps all of us have asked at one time or another what we should do with 
our lives and whether or not what we want to do matters or will make a difference to 
anyone in the long run.  Yet, we know deep down inside that meaning is essential to 
human thriving and is an essential part of what makes us human—we are made for 
meaning.  Christians affirm that there is meaning and purpose and the Christian 
scriptures are clear that human life is indeed the creation of a loving and relational God.  
Part of our unique purpose, then, is to enter into a covenantal relationship with our 
Creator, who knows us better than we know ourselves.  As Dr. McAllister said “Part of 
the Christian message is to position you in the universe as a meaningful being, made by 
God, for God, and loved by God with your own destiny.”  
 
Accordingly, if there is meaning in the world, then there is meaning for our individual 
lives, and meaning is something we can discover and experience.  Just as we grow 
physically, we grow in our understanding of the meaning and the unique purpose for our 
lives.  We grow in our understanding by remaining connected to a community of 
Christians, brothers and sisters in Christ who help us identify our unique gifts and 
talents.   In addition, as we immerse ourselves in the narrative of Scripture, we will be 
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shaped by God’s grand story of purpose.  As Dr. McAllister gave his own testimony, he 
acknowledged how he came to be connected to his life’s true purpose and meaning as a 
result of knowing God through following Jesus Christ.     
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. How do we define meaning? 
 
Who am I?  Why am I here?  Why is there something rather than nothing?  All of 
these questions hint at the universal human desire for meaning and purpose.  Dr. 
McAllister references two musical groups from popular culture as he answers 
this question.  First, he quotes from the Eurythmics, a popular band from the late 
80s and early 90s: “I traveled the world and the seven seas, everybody's looking for 
something.”  Second, he quotes from the very popular band U2, who lament, "I 
still haven't found what I’m looking for.”  There is a longing deep within every 
human for meaning.  Indeed, Dr. McAllister cites from psychological literature 
that human well-being requires four essential components; significance, 
satisfaction, security, and safety.   The need for significance points to our search 
for meaning.  When that search leads us to God, we find significance, meaning, 
and purpose. 
 
 

2. How do we find meaning in life? 
 
Many people believe that they must construct their own meaning since there is 
no higher purpose or being than the self.  While this may seem a reasonable 
belief, our human longings point to transcendence.   Longing for something or 
someone beyond ourselves reveals that we have been made for something.  We 
find our ultimate meaning, according to Dr. McAllister, because “we are created 
in the image of God by God.  There is a God who loves us, according to the 
biblical view, and there is a scripture to guide us; there is a Holy Spirit given to 
us.”  As a result, meaning comes through God’s declaration —we are loved by 
God, called to God, and gifted uniquely to serve the community, or people of 
God.  As we seek the scriptures, listen for God’s Word, and listen for God 
through the community of believers we grow in our understanding that we find 
meaning in relationship—with God and with one another.  
 
 

3. What do our earthly accomplishments contribute to meaning? 
 
When we do something of value we experience a sense of meaning.  So there 
are many things we may accomplish that will indeed give us a sense of meaning.  
But, what one values shapes what is meaningful.  One example Dr. McAllister 
gives to illustrate this point comes from the life of Eric Liddell.  Liddell was an 
incredible athlete who played for the international rugby union and who won the 
gold medal for the 400 meter race in the 1924 Olympic Games.  Liddell was also 
a Christian, who would later serve as a missionary in China.  The Academy 
Award winning movie Chariots of Fire that popularized his life story contains this 
now famous line of Liddell’s: “I believe God made me for a purpose, but he also 
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made me fast. And when I run I feel His pleasure.”  If Liddell’s only sense of 
meaning came from being fast and winning sporting events, the aging process and 
his eventual slowing down would have only been cause for despair.  Liddell knew 
God had a purpose for him that went beyond earthly accomplishments.   Liddell 
would use his gifts and talents to serve the Chinese and to bring the gospel to 
them.   
 
 

4. How do we handle the struggle of reconciling our talents with God's 
purpose for our lives, especially for those of us who aren't certain 
about where our talents lie?  
 
Our gifts and talents are intended to point us toward our purpose.  In other 
words, our interests and the things that bring us joy act as clues toward finding 
unique purpose.  We must prayerfully offer our lives to God as an act of 
obedience, trusting that God will direct our lives.  For those who aren't yet 
certain of their interests, gifts, or talents, Dr. McAllister suggests that in addition 
to prayer, we should seek the confirmation of our Christian community and of 
those around us who know us and who can see things in us that perhaps we 
cannot see ourselves.   
 
 

5. Why do we need meaning? 
 
Dr. McAllister claims that meaninglessness is a pervasive problem.  Milan 
Kundera’s influential book The Unbearable Lightness of Being explores the problem 
of meaninglessness in the modern world.  The title is descriptive of the 
unbearable nature of nihilism.  For all of the Western world’s wealth and 
privilege, we remain some of the most unhappy people, and our treasures and 
material gains have not paved the way for lasting significance of satisfaction.  And 
yet, the Christian message is that we are “meaningful beings, made by God, for 
God, loved by God with our own destiny.”  The question of a meaningful 
existence is answered in the gospel message: “For God so loved the world…” 
(John 3:16). 
 
 

6. What is your purpose in life? 
 
In Matthew 6:33, Jesus encourages his followers to “seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness and all these things will be added unto you.”  Purpose 
is found as we love God with heart, soul, mind, and strength—with all that we 
are—and love our neighbor as ourselves.  If we seek this as our first and 
foundational purpose, “all these things will be added unto you.”  Finally, what we 
have received freely, we should also freely give.  In the Great Commission in 



 

©2012 Ravi Zacharias International Ministries 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 we are charged to do just this: “Go into all the world and 
make disciples of every nation.”   

 
 
Further Study:  
 
Garry Friesen and Robin Maxson, Decision Making and the Will of God (Portland, OR: 
Multinomah Press, 2004).  
Ravi K. Zacharias, The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes Us Through the Events of our Lives 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009). 
 
Key Terms:   
 
Meaning: That which gives value and significance.  Christians affirm that meaning is 
inextricably linked to a Creator God who made everything that exists, called it “good,” 
and who loved the world enough to become one of us, as Jesus Christ did.  
 
Purpose: Directing what is valuable towards a desired end or goal. 
 
Nihilism: Nihilism is the belief that all values are baseless and that nothing can be 
known or communicated. It is often associated with extreme pessimism and a radical 
skepticism that condemns any form of meaningful existence. A true nihilist would 
believe in nothing, have no loyalties, and no purpose other than, perhaps, an impulse to 
destroy. 
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Session Title:  2.2 Beauty All Around  
 
Key Concept: “As food is to the body, beauty is to the soul.”—Frederick Buechner  
 
Key Verses: “O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You 
have set your glory above the heavens.   Out of the mouths of babes and infants you 
have founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the 
avenger.   When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 
stars that you have established;  what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
mortals that you care for them?   Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and 
crowned them with glory and honor.   You have given them dominion over the works of 
your hands; you have put all things under their feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the 
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the 
paths of the seas.   O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 
    —Psalm 8 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that beauty nourishes a Christian sense of meaning and 
purpose. 
 
Discussion Setup: Beauty is spiritual food.  It nourishes the soul and enriches our 
appreciation for the world around us.  Yet, many would point to a world that is deeply 
troubled and filled with ugliness, pain, and suffering.  As Jill Carattini suggests, the 
overwhelming problems of our world seek to obscure our ability to see beauty, or to 
render beauty as simply something to distract us from the world as it really is.  Rather 
than seeing beauty as a distraction, Jill describes a "haunting" beauty that hints at a time 
when the world will be whole.  The longing for wholeness that haunts us in beauty 
reveals a unique aspect of God’s glory—that it is not something sentimental or pretty—
but something that reaches humanity in the deepest parts of the soul.  Creative 
expression—in art, music, literature and poetry—give expression to this longing and to 
God’s glory.  Christians who have creative gifts and talents become co-creators with 
God, the supreme Creator. 
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Why is it so easy to miss the beautiful all around us? 
 
Turn on the television news programs on any given day and it’s hard to deny that 
the world is a deeply troubled place.  As Jill Carattini suggests, it’s 
understandable that we are often tempted to think that the ugly outweighs the 
beautiful.  But, more than this our distractions often obscure the beauty that is 
right in front of us.  She cites the experiment conducted in the Washington, 
D.C., subway tunnels.  Joshua Bell, a world-class violinist, was summoned as the 
subject for the experiment.  Bell would play his Stradivarius violin—a violin 
worth over $1,000,000 dollars and the violin that helped him sell out concerts all 
over the world—dressed in ordinary clothing.  He would play his concert 
repertoire there in the subways to see if anyone noticed WHO was playing.  The 
experimenters discovered that no one noticed that Joshua Bell was playing for 
them.  He played his heart out in the subway station, but everyone in the middle 
of their morning rush, talking on their cell phones or texting walked right past 
him.  This is an apt illustration for how our distractions blind us to the beauty 
that is all around us.  Jill quotes from Jesus who says in the gospels that people 
are “ever seeing, but never perceiving, and ever hearing, but never 
understanding” (Mark 4:12) . 
 
 

2. Aren't distractions fine as long as they make us happy? 
 
Jill wants us to examine our distractions on another level than just whether or 
not they make us happy.  Our distractions can be understood as attractions and 
interests that hold our attention.  When understood this way, we look underneath 
the distraction to ask, “What are the things I love?”  Jill talks about her own 
profession as a writer.  Behind her love of writing, which isn’t simply a love for 
writing’s sake, is a desire to communicate vision, to be more honest, and to 
uncover the truth.  By examining these underlying motivations (loves), we can 
learn so much about ourselves and the world around us.  We learn how we can 
contribute beauty to our world. 
 

3. How do we define beauty? 
 
Jill offers the metaphor by Frederick Buechner for her definition of beauty: “As 
food is to the body, beauty is to the soul.”  In other words, beauty is a source of 
nourishment and sustenance.  Yet, at the same time, beauty creates a longing for 
something more.  It “haunts” us, as Jill said.  We have this sense of longing in the 
Bible as well.  The scriptures point to a day when all things will be made new 
(Rev. 21:5), that in Christ we are new creations (2 Cor. 5:17), and that the 
whole creation groans awaiting its redemption (Rom. 8:22).   Jill offers the tragic 
story of the young girl dying from an allergic reaction to a bee sting and the fact 
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that this same girl had fallen from a tree two weeks earlier and cut her head.  
“It’s not fair!  There’s a scab on her face that will never heal,” protested her 
young friend attending the funeral.  In this very statement is the profound truth 
that cuts are meant to heal, and what is broken should mend.  Beauty offers us a 
glimpse of what awaits us, even as we navigate an often ugly world.  One day, it 
will not just speak of our longing but will be our fulfillment. 
 
 

4. What does beauty have to do with worship? 
 
Worship is not simply about ancient creeds, confessions, or collections of 
words.  Worship reflects the same longing that is present in haunting beauty.  
The songs that we sing and the words that we say are all meant to reflect what 
will one day be fulfilled in God’s eternal presence.  In the meantime, beauty is 
reflected in the diversity of the body of Christ, the diversity of forms and ways of 
worship, and the living and active kingdom of God among those with eyes to see 
it.  In John 11, as an illustration of this diversity, Lazarus has died and Mary and 
Martha are grieving his loss.  Both of them present the same lament to Jesus: 
“Lord, if you had been here our brother would not have died.”  Yet, Jesus 
answers them each in different ways.   He longs to come to them in just the way 
they need.  The same is true in worship.  God wants to be present with us in 
just the way we need.  

 
 
Further Study:  
 
Brian Zahnd, Beauty Will Save the World: Rediscovering the Allure and Mystery of Christianity 
(Lake Mary, Florida: Charisma House Publishing, 2012). 
 
Key Terms:   
 
Beauty: That which nourishes and sustains us; that which creates longing within us for 
God's shalom, peace, wholeness, well-being. 
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Session Title:  2.3 The Meaning of Stuff  
 
Key Concept: Life is more than our stuff.  
 
Key Verses: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and 
steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
     —Matthew 6:19-21 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that human beings with infinite longings and finite capacities 
need more than “stuff” to find meaning. 
 
Discussion Setup: People in every generation face the same temptation.  It is the 
temptation to think that one’s life consists of one’s things.  Jesus once gave a parable 
about this very temptation.  A rich man had a great harvest for which he did not have 
adequate storage.  He built larger barns and thought he had it made with all that new 
storage space and so much grain.  But, that night he would die and his big barns would 
be left behind.  Now, who will own those barns and all that grain?  This man was “rich” 
with material blessings but not rich towards God.  Jesus gave this exhortation: “For a 
person’s life does not consist in the abundance of his or her possessions” (Luke 12:13-
21).   
 
Consider our key verse.  What we treasure is a reflection of where our affections lie.  
Seen in this light, our affections provide a map of who we are and of what we treasure.  
The key, as Dr. McAllister discusses, is to align one’s desires properly.  He notes,  
“There is a mismatch between life and longing.”  In other words, our desire far outpaces 
our ability to be satisfied.  Furthermore, constant acquisition only leaves us wanting 
more. 
 
There is a word in German without parallel in the English language that describes this 
restlessness.  Sehnsucht simultaneously describes the feeling of awe that accompanies a 
truly awesome moment in one’s life, and the feeling of remorse as that same moment 
quickly fades and passes into memory, never to be experienced in quite the same way 
again.  All of this, Dr. McAllister concludes, points to an infinite solution to our infinite 
longings.  The stuff of this world will never produce lasting meaning.   Desire will only 
find its fulfillment when it is directed towards the infinite and transcendent God.   
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Why are people so preoccupied with having more and more stuff? 
 
Dr. McAllister points out that our preoccupation with acquiring more stuff is 
really tied to a longing for meaning.  When we ask ourselves, “Why do we want 
these things?” we can discover what we believe brings us meaning and a sense of 
identity.  The things we desire speak volumes about what we value and about 
our longing to belong.  But, more than this, our desires are never satisfied with 
material possessions—they weren’t meant to be!  We are creatures of finite 
capacities with infinite longings.  Only the infinite will truly satisfy. 
 
 

2. What does human longing tell us about our identity? 
 
Given that human longing is infinite, we are made to be filled with the infinite.  
There is no infinite material possession to satisfy our infinite longing.  Therefore, 
the Christian story points to human identity and flourishing being bound up in 
relating to the Creator God who made us and who is infinitely capable of 
fulfilling our deepest longings and desires. 
 
 

3. What does Jesus have to say about the things we treasure in life? 
 
Our life is defined by what we love.  Dr. McAllister quotes from Matthew 6:21: 
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  We are to “seek 
first the kingdom of God” and as we do, all of our earthly loves will be properly 
ordered and aligned. 
 
 

4. Would Jesus say the same things to us today? 
 
Jesus would say the same things to us today.  We must seek the kingdom of God 
first and then “all these things will be added unto you.”  But, Jesus would also 
deal with each individual, as he or she needed, just as Jesus uniquely addresses 
the rich, young ruler in Luke’s gospel (18:18-29).   
 
 

5. How is it that we can be fulfilled in a relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ?  
 
Consider Dr. McAllister's words: “If I become God’s by the Spirit and God now 
lives in me; I have a new life given to me.  If I have the promise of God's kingdom 
in this world and of the resurrection of the dead, there are dimensions to my 
existence that both locate me, that deal with my hungers, that offer redemption 
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and hope, forgiveness and healing until I depart for my eternal home.”  When we 
belong to God in Christ, we have the opportunity to have our lives re-oriented 
in a way that gives us the proper vision for how to view the stuff of this world.  
With this new vision, we don’t look to our stuff to provide meaning or identity 
for our lives—our stuff doesn’t save us.  But, God does!  And since God knows 
us better than we know ourselves, God knows exactly what we need and how 
to provide it for us. 
 

 
Further Study:  
 
Skye Jethani, The Divine Commodity: Discovering a Faith Beyond a Consumer Christianity 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009). 
Justo Gonzalez, Faith and Wealth: A History of Early Christian Ideas on the Origin, 
Significance, and Use of Money (Portland, OR: Wipf and Stock, 2002). 
 
Key Terms:   
 
Materialism: A tendency to consider material possessions and physical comfort as 
more important than spiritual values 
Infinite: Immeasurably great or large; boundless 
Finite:  Having bounds; limited  
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Session Title:  2.4 Living Purpose 
 
Key Concept: Happiness is not the goal of our lives but the byproduct of a life lived 
with purpose.  
 
Key Verses: “Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me….These things I have 
spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
     —John 15:4, 11 
 
 
Objective: To demonstrate that purpose is the primary motivation behind everything 
that we do 
 
Discussion Setup: An orientation towards purpose undergirds all that we do—for 
good or for ill.  Our everyday choices concerning how we will treat others, whether or 
not we will put forward our best effort in class, and how we view our future, for 
example, are motivated by a sense of purpose.  The purpose that guides us also 
influences our sense of well-being or contentment.  As Dr. Zacharias notes, purpose 
and happiness are related, but not the same thing.  Happiness is always a by-product of a 
life lived for good purposes and not an end in itself. 
 
Purpose is instilled in humanity from the beginning.  We are made in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:27).  That means, among other things, that every life has the mark of the 
sacred on it, and is “of essential worth.”  As Christians, this assumption should guide 
and direct our choices.  Furthermore, because we are God’s creation, communion with 
God forms the foundation and the goal of a life lived with purpose.  
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Why would a life without purpose be unbearable? 
 
Purpose encompasses all of life.  Purpose grounds the whole gamut of 
experiences from those that bring joy to those that are more sorrowful.  
Purpose imbues experience with meaning.  Without purpose, we are like a car 
driven into a wall.  As Dr. Zacharias notes, neither the car nor the wall are 
designed for that kind of activity.  Life without purpose is undefinable. 
 
 

2. How does one discover purpose? 
 
Dr. Zacharias argues that human beings are “hard-wired” to ask questions of 
purpose.  All decisions are made with the assumption that there is purpose.  We 
cannot choose anything unless we believe there is a reason for choosing.  We 
believe, as Christians, that human beings are made in the image of God.  
Therefore, our lives are sacred and of essential worth.  No decision is 
unimportant, then, or inconsequential.   
 
 

3. How does purpose determine one’s life? 
 
If a sense of purpose is imbued in human life by God, then there is a higher, 
moral authority that governs our choices and our relationships.  In other words, 
our commitment to live as creations of the living God forms our basic purpose and 
determines purpose as we live in this world.  Remove this sense of purpose and 
all of our foundation for treating human beings with worth crumbles away.  
Abuse and violation will result.  As Dr. Zacharias warns, when purpose is 
removed, human dignity and worth “are totally negotiable and pragmatically 
determined by the moment” without any recourse to a higher authority other 
than the self and its whims. 
 
 

4. How is the story of the rich, young ruler, in Luke 18:18-29, a story 
about ultimate purpose? 
 
The rich, young ruler’s question of Jesus (“What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?”) is really a question concerning ultimate purpose.  At first, Jesus doesn’t 
answer his question directly, but rather gives an answer that is “intended to 
draw him out.”  Even though the young man insists that he has kept all the 
commandments, he really hasn’t.  Jesus asks him to sell all his possessions 
because he wants to show the man that he has other gods before the one, true 
God—namely, his wealth.  He goes away sad because he cannot part with his 
god; he rejects what will bring him purpose and meaning.   
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5. How does disappointment conspire against a sense of purpose in life? 
 
One of the ironic realities is that often those who seem to have it all are the 
most disappointed.  As Dr. Zacharias notes, “Disappointment is not only for 
those who have thwarted goals, disappointment comes to those who have 
reached their goals” and found them wanting.  If attaining the measures of 
success as defined by this world is the only sense of purpose one has, then 
disappointment will be sure to cast doubt on that attainment.  The only way to 
properly celebrate these kinds of achievements is to have a sense of ultimate 
purpose that every good and perfect gift comes from God.  God is the reason 
we exist and the very purpose for living. 
 
 

6. How is happiness related to meaning and purpose?  Does God want us 
to be happy?   
 
Here, Dr. Zacharias supplies us with our key concept for this session: happiness 
is a byproduct and not an end in and of itself.  Expanding on this concept, Ravi 
notes that the ultimately happy person is one who has the most joyous 
relationships—with fellow human beings and with God.   
 
 

7. Do all religions view purpose in the same way? 
 
Dr. Zacharias does not hesitate to say that other religions are “diametrically 
different” in the ways that they view purpose.  A strict pantheist, for example, 
believes that every birth is a rebirth.  Many persons live out their lives with a 
stoic resignation because they believe they are paying for their “karma” or their 
deeds from a previous life.  Muslims believe that purpose is found when one’s 
good deeds outweigh one's bad deeds—but, how does one know if one is ever 
good enough?  Christians, on the other hand, believe that “ultimate expression 
of what brings happiness is communion with God.”  Our purpose is found in 
relationship and is not based on deeds done, or past lives lived, but in the love of 
God for us. 
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Further Study:  
 
Ravi Zacharias, The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes Us Through the Events of Our Lives 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007). 
Os Guinness, The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life (Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson, 2003). 
 
Key Terms:   
 
Purpose: something set up as an object or an end to be attained 
Image of God: a concept and theological doctrine in Christianity and Judaism which 
asserts that human beings are created in God's image and therefore have inherent value 
independent of their utility or function. 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theological
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God
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MORALITY 
What’s right and what’s wrong? 
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Session Title: 3.1 Whose morality is it, anyway? 
 
Objective:  To discuss how examples of right behavior and wrong behavior point 
human beings towards an objective standard of morality and a moral Lawgiver. 
 
Key Concept: Everyone lives according to a set of moral principles or guidelines. 
 
 
Key Verse: “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?” 
                                                                            —Micah 6:8 
 
Discussion Setup: The question of morality, put simply, is really the question of 
whether there is such a thing as right and wrong.  As Dr. McAllister points out in this 
session, everybody lives according to a set of moral principles.  Even hardened criminals 
retaliate if they feel they’ve been wronged.  But with so many different views about what 
might be right or wrong, how does one determine which moral system is the right one?   
We must investigate moral systems according to the following guidelines:  any moral 
system must be “intellectually accurate, experientially relevant, and true to life.”   
 
Unfortunately, many people in our day view morality as a “self-created project,” 
something that is created from inward desires and whims.  This quickly becomes 
problematic when we take into account the fact that if everyone followed this line of 
thinking, we could arrive at no proper moral conclusions because everyone would 
simply do what was right in their own eyes.  This is called anarchy!  Christianity offers a 
moral framework that ensures human value, gives the living example of Jesus Christ, and 
imparts to us the gift of the Holy Spirit who enables us to follow God’s moral law.   
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. What are some of the different ways of looking at the question of 
morality? 
 
There are a variety of perspectives on how individuals approach the question of 
whether or not there is such a thing as an objective morality.  There are those 
who believe that morality is “fixed and given,” as Dr. McAllister puts it.  Some 
maintain that we understand morality through rationality and experience, while 
others believe we make it up as we go.  Consider Dr. McAllister’s three 
examples.  A Muslim believes that morality is a system of laws, handed down to 
Muhammad and dictated by him.  Christians believe that when it comes to 
morality, God has spoken to us, revealed Himself through his Son, Jesus, given us 
a moral law, which his Holy Spirit enables us to obey.  An atheist, however, often 
believes that morality emerges when we filter our experiences through the grid 
of our reason.  In other words, reason and rationality become our moral guides, 
and take the place of a god.    
 
 

2. How do Western culture and the media in particular, often portray 
morality? 
 
Dr. McAllister rewords the question to make it more precise: “Is there a 
standard, external to us, or is morality an internal self-creation?”  The dominant 
view in the West is that we, not God, decide what is right and wrong, that we 
make up our own morality.  As Dr. McAllister makes clear, this is actually 
anarchy.  Moreover, most non-western settings don’t view morality as a self-
created project.  In countries like India, morality is very much a part of a 
community, and the individual is expected to conform to group standards.  
Conversely, in the West, “the only standard is the self.”  The media in particular 
often plays a dominant role in shaping our moral sentiments.  Dr. McAllister gets 
at this with the following statement: “Many people get their morality through 
impressions, heritage, through family and through visions of life, scripted in 
Hollywood or somewhere else, and don’t believe there is an objective morality, 
independent of all of us, for which we have to give an account.”  Put simply, if 
morality is not something we create, something that comes from within us, it 
means that an objective morality exists and is discoverable.  
 
 

3. How do we distinguish between what feels right and what actually is 
right?  
 
Dr. McAllister calls attention to the fact that there is both an internal and an 
external component to human beings.  We are often forced to recognize that 
many of our passions and desires pull us in the wrong directions.  If we live by 
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our passions alone we are like a leaf blown in the wind from one place to 
another without any direction.  Dr. McAllister concludes, “The challenge of an 
objective morality lies in the conformation of my inward desires to an external 
reality.”  An external reality orients us, guides us, and gives us a goal for which 
we can direct our lives.   
 
 

4. If a correct form of morality does exist, how do we determine what 
the correct one is?   
 
The first thing to note here is that everyone believes in morality.  Think of Dr. 
McAllister’s comical example of the television character Tony Soprano from the 
smash HBO series The Sopranos.  Even hardened criminals operate under the 
guidance of a moral code.  Perhaps this is where the expression, “honor among 
thieves” arises!   Since everyone lives by a set of moral guidelines, we are forced 
to choose which form of morality to follow.  The way in which we go about 
doing this is to “compare, evaluate, and judge.”  In order for us to find a correct 
moral standard, we need to ensure that it is “intellectually accurate, 
experientially relevant,” and above all, “that it is true to life.”  
 
It’s helpful to compare political ideologies as an illustration of how ideology 
forms moral frameworks.  The fascist Nazi regime and the former Soviet Union 
are two systems that represented opposite extremes of the political spectrum.  
Yet, both were united in similar secular frameworks that legitimized the use of 
brutal, raw power.  Dominating others and destroying all those who opposed 
these rules became the ultimate moral expression during this era.  As Christians, 
we acknowledge that we are created by God, for God.  The kind of power 
demonstrated in the life of Jesus was not one that dominated others.  Rather, he 
took on human flesh (Hebrews 2:14) and became a servant.  His life offers us a 
living, breathing example of Christian morality.   

 
Key Terms: 
 
Morality:  Broadly speaking, morality is a system of what is right and wrong, or a code 
of ethics.   
 
Objective Morality:  Notions of right and wrong are universal and fixed for all times.    
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Session Title: 3.2 Judge and Jury  
 
Objective: To discover that an objective morality infuses our world  
 
Key Concept: “We do not invent morality; we discover morality.” 
 
Key Verses: “Ever since the creation of the world God’s eternal power and divine 
nature, invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he 
has made. So they are without excuse.” 
 
“When Gentiles, who do not possess the law, do instinctively what the law requires, 
these, though not having the law, are a law to themselves.  They show that what the law 
requires is written on their hearts, to which their own conscience also bears witness; 
and their conflicting thoughts will accuse or perhaps excuse them on the day when, 
according to my gospel, God, through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts of all.”  
 
       —Romans 1:20; 2:14-16 
 
Discussion Setup:  Many of us fall into a categorical mistake when we confuse 
morality with personal preference or a conditional set of laws.  Certainly, different 
societies have different internal “laws” that reflect their values.  A crude example might 
be one of traffic laws that vary from country to country.  But, traffic laws are only one 
part of the larger moral universe in which our conscience is bound to only do good and 
not evil.  Furthermore, morality is not simply a matter of whim or preference.  Morality, 
for example, is not something we choose as we would an ice cream flavor.  As John 
Njoroge makes clear, morality is something that “comes to us as a given.”  It comes to 
us as the voice of our conscience and is a part of the very fabric of reality, extrinsic to 
us, and consequently, something we discover, not something we invent.   
 
But to say that morality is a part of our universe, as John does, is not to say that it 
functions in the same way as a natural law.  Gravity is a physical necessity and is 
impervious to our choices.  Anyone wishing to walk off a second-story building and take 
flight is in for a rude awakening.  Physical laws are not morally authoritative; they are the 
byproduct of God’s creative authority.  Morality, on the other hand, “comes to us as a 
command” and demands a response.  Commands are issued by those in authority; 
therefore, it is not difficult to infer that there is an Authority behind all moral 
commands.  Our sense of injustice at wrong, our sense of “ought” when order or 
fairness is violated all point us to a moral Lawgiver rather than to individual preferences 
or whims, or relative, societal statutes.     
 
God has created us, and this fact makes morality comprehensible to us, and ensures the 
self-evident, universal nature of morality.  
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. How are moral choices different from choices of personal preference? 
 
All of us have said at one time or another, “That’s not fair” or “It ought not to 
be that way!”  These protests, in and of themselves, point us to a standard that is 
extrinsic to us and tells us what is fair or what ought to be.  This is what Mr. 
Njoroge means when he states that morality “comes to us as a given.  We do 
not invent morality; we discover morality.”  This sense is totally different from 
choosing what ice cream we prefer on any given day.  Accordingly, if morality is 
something we discover, it is something objective and extrinsic to us, and it is a 
universal standard that demands a response.  As a result, we can decide to 
respond in ways that lead us to right or wrong choices because we have a 
standard external to us that establishes what is right and wrong.   
 
 

2. What does justice have to do with morality?  Is justice simply the 
application or following of a set of rules?  
 
John opens by saying that in the “realm of justice, morality takes on a very 
different meaning.”  Drawing on his own experiences from a visit to his home 
country of Kenya during a time of civil unrest, John recalls meeting a man at a 
Sunday service with an astonishing story.  On the previous Sunday, this man and 
his entire family had been ordered out of their house by a rival tribe who then 
promptly set fire to the home, burning it to the ground.  Sadly, the man 
responsible for reducing this man’s house to rubble had led worship at his 
church the week before. John’s story illustrates two sets of rules that conflict at 
a fundamental level.  This man had led worship under the authority of the church 
and burned down the house of a fellow believer at the behest of his tribal 
leaders.  According to John, anyone who hears this story knows that justice has 
been violated.  Rules will vary, as the story attests, but justice remains inviolable 
and is the standard against which those rules are measured in the first place.   
 
 

3. Where does our sense of justice come from in the first place? 
 
John argues that justice is actually a part of our universe and a crucial component 
of reality.  Even more boldly, he states that the nature of morality and justice is 
“self-evident” and that any argument constructed for the defense of morality will 
be weaker than the simple assertion of its self-evident nature.   
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4. If justice is self-evident why bother to investigate it? 
 
Consider John’s statement: “To say something is self-evident is not to say that it 
is easy.”  This is why careful thought and self-reflection are essential to the moral 
discovery process.  As John Njoroge argues, we must all “get to the point where 
we have thought through what we claim to believe and what we hold to be 
true.” The consequences of blind allegiance can be devastating.  Nazi 
Commandant Adolf Eichmann was responsible for the death of millions of Jewish 
men and women.  Following Germany’s defeat in World War II, he was 
eventually arrested and taken to Jerusalem to stand trial.  Hannah Arendt, a 
writer and philosopher, was commissioned by The New Yorker magazine to cover 
Eichmann’s trial.  Her extensive coverage was eventually expanded upon and 
became the book Eichmann in Jerusalem.  Arendt traveled to Jerusalem fully 
expecting to meet a “monster-of-a-man,” a man whose physical appearance and 
outward demeanor reflected the various atrocities for which he was responsible.  
To her surprise, Eichmann appeared completely normal in both appearance and 
presentation.  Significantly, only one thing stood out about Eichmann: he could 
not think for himself.  As John recounts, “he came to court armed with stock 
phrases and clichés,” stating that he was just “following orders,” or “doing his 
job.”  His lack of moral introspection crippled his sense of justice.  He is a living 
example of the grave consequences of a lack of careful self-examination.  
Without searching his conscience for true notions of justice, he became an 
accomplice to one of the greatest moral failures of our modern age.   
 
 

5. Who ultimately decides what’s right and what’s wrong? 
 
Recapping the moral trajectory, John reminds us that our “universe comes 
infused with moral law” and that morality is part and parcel of reality itself. Moral 
laws differ from physical laws like gravity.  John gives the example of a man 
walking off of a second-story of a building and falling in spite of his desire to fly.  
Physical laws like gravity are bound by necessity and thus preclude any choice on 
our part.  A moral law, on the other hand, is a command and “commands come 
from minds.” If morality is a command, and if commands do indeed come 
exclusively from minds, clearly the universe was put together by a being who is 
moral.  God is the author of morality.  Accordingly, we recognize God’s moral 
law because we are made in God’s own image (Gen 1:27).  Our conscience is 
God’s seal upon our hearts that makes the moral universe comprehensible to us.   
 
 

6. How do we know Christianity isn’t just another set of rules? 
 
Far from being another set of obligatory rules, Christianity is the “solution to our 
predicament.”  We all intuitively know that something is wrong with our world 
and with ourselves.  Obedience to a set of rules does not bring about lasting 
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change or transformation.  Our conscience informs us that “we stand 
condemned because we too have broken the law” (Romans 5:12; 1:20: 2:14-16).  
Jesus provides not only an example of morality but also the solution to our 
moral dilemma.  Jesus unites us to God through his sacrificial death; we can live 
in the pattern of his life because of the power of the resurrection through the 
Holy Spirit.  Christianity is not a static set of rules but the answer and solution 
to our moral shortcomings, and that answer comes in the form of a person, 
namely, Jesus Christ who is the author and finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:2).   
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Session Title: 3.3 War 
 
Objective: To discuss the problem of evil and to explore the uniqueness of the 
Christian response to evil. 
 
Key Concept: Christianity is unique in acknowledging evil as a reality, refusing to 
trivialize human suffering, and for providing a holistic response to the problem.   
 
Key Verse:  “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
     
    “See, the home of God is among mortals.  
    He will dwell with them as their God; 
    they will be his peoples, 
    and God himself will be with them; 
    he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  
    Death will be no more;  
    mourning and crying and pain will be no more,  
    for the first things have passed away.’  
  
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’” 
 
      —Revelation 21:3b-5a 
 
Discussion Setup: The fact that Christianity both acknowledges the existence of evil 
and offers a solution is remarkable.  As we have seen, many worldviews tend to dismiss 
or minimize human suffering by positing a God who at best is removed from human 
concerns of suffering, or who at worst is a malign sovereign (Islam). You will recall that 
Buddhism posits that evil is an illusion; Hinduism prescribes a fatalistic resignation to the 
laws of karma, and atheism offers that suffering is simply the result of the cause/effect 
nature of the universe—human beings simply “dance to their DNA.”    
 
Scripture informs us that through sin death came into the world (Romans 5:12) and the 
effects of sin are felt throughout the universe.  We now live in a world where chaos and 
mayhem are part of everyday life.  But Christians lay claim to a greater hope that helps 
offer a unique perspective on the world’s pain and problems.  God has not stood aloof 
from pain but entered our world and even suffered through the cross.  Through Christ’s 
work on the cross, we are offered reconciliation with God, the prospect of 
transformation, and healing between neighbors. The resurrection of Jesus from the last 
enemy—death—grounds our hope that God is making all things new.   
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. How do you define evil? 
 
All of us are forced to come to terms with the fact that our world is permeated 
with evil and suffering.  We grapple with the problem in various ways.  Dr. 
McAllister gives the example of Islam.  When it comes to the question of evil and 
suffering in the world, all the Muslim can truly say is that Allah’s will reigns 
supreme, and that the problem of evil is not necessarily something to be 
overcome but rather something to which we resign ourselves.  A Hindu has no 
choice but to regard evil as part of their karmic destiny.  At best, the Hindu can 
strive to “break the cycle” in which he or she is caught.  In a Buddhist 
framework, evil is really nothing more than an illusion.  Most starkly of all, an 
atheist can’t really recognize evil as such.  What we perceive as evil is for an 
atheist merely a byproduct of biology, sociology, economics, or natural laws.  In 
other words, evil doesn’t really exist in the moral sense.   
 
Christianity is unique among worldviews for recognizing that there is something 
inherently wrong with the world, that we are broken, and that there are 
“malevolent forces out there and at work in the world.”  Satan and his demonic 
cohorts exercise considerable power in this world.  Yet, by going to the cross, 
Jesus triumphs over the powers of evil and death.  Most important of all, 
Christianity alone takes suffering seriously because it recognizes evil as a reality 
that will eventually be overcome, as we see in our key verses from the book of 
Revelation.     

 
 

2. Why does it appear that we often have different definitions of evil? 
 
Returning to the annals of history is often a sobering process.  Dr. McAllister 
recalls the Nazi Regime in Germany.  Under the sanction of the 1935 
Nuremburg laws, genocide was effectively legalized.  Hitler’s ascent to power in 
Germany meant that his radically racist worldview was legally enforced.  Recall 
the previous discussions on Adolf Eichmann.  This warped legal system is what 
allowed him to exterminate millions of lives and is also why he could dutifully 
reply that he was “just doing his job” once he was put on trial.  What needs to 
be considered is that an entire nation, with some notable exceptions, was 
complicit with these atrocities.   
 
When World War II had ended, Germany’s laws were then subject to higher 
laws, tried, and found wanting.  But at the time, very few German citizens would 
have called the Nazi regime “evil.”  Dr. McAllister is clear that while definitions 
of evil may occasionally differ from culture to culture, evil is an objective reality, 
set and fixed, and we need to exercise vigilance to identify it.  Dr. McAllister 
adds that every one of those men and women who perished in the Holocaust 
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was “made by God for God” and had intrinsic value and dignity. Thus, what 
happened to them was a profound violation of an objectively normative morality. 

 
  

3. How do we discern what is good? 
 
As Dr. McAllister says there are times when circumstances force us to conclude 
that something is “either objectively, really wrong, or it’s not.”  Things like 
slavery, genocide, sex trafficking and the Holocaust are all examples of what Dr. 
McAllister calls “pronounced evils.”  Dr. McAllister draws on the fact that many 
college students who are surveyed on the ethics of the Holocaust are unwilling 
to condemn it because they contend that it was a different society, in a different 
time, and in a different place.  Instances like this show that many of us have “lost 
our moral bearings.”  If we cannot distinguish instances of pronounced evil, we 
will be helpless to discern what is good.  This is why it’s crucial for us to 
cultivate a strong sense of moral discernment that isn’t afraid to part with the 
ways of society when those ways run counter to God’s purpose.   
 

 
4. How should Christians respond to evil? 

 
For starters, Christians can begin to answer this question by acknowledging evil 
as a real force, corrupting the universe and bringing death to the world. We now 
inhabit a broken and dying universe.  Dr. McAllister cites the apologist Francis 
Schaeffer in naming the four deaths that occur as a result of sin entering into the 
world: 1. We die theologically, sin having alienated us from God. 2. We die 
internally, the process of sin having corrupted our souls. 3. We die socially, 
having become alienated from our neighbor. 4. We die to the physical world, our 
bodies now being finite and subject to the laws of decay. In the face of this 
devastation, Christianity offers what Dr. McAllister calls a “holistic” response to 
evil.  Consider the process Dr. McAllister describes that works to counteract 
Schaeffer’s fourfold system: The gospel brings life by reconnecting us to God, 
restoring our relationship with one another, healing souls, and by giving the 
ability to “relate properly to the environment and the world in which I’m 
placed.”  Christ’s work on the cross leaves no stone unturned where evil is 
concerned.  Even the creation, which “groans” awaiting its redemption according 
to the Apostle Paul in Romans 8, will ultimately be freed from the ruptures and 
destruction of sin. 
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Key Terms:  
 
Evil: Evil is the violation of, or intent to violate some moral code.  It is usually seen as 
the deprivation of good.  Evil is that which is profoundly immoral and malevolent. 
 
Good: Possessing that which is desirable, helpful or that which promotes welfare and 
benefit to self and others. 
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Session Title: 3.4 Moral Stories 
 
Key Concept: “Evil is ultimately that which violates the purposes of God for life and 
for living in community with each other.”  
 
Objective: To explore how evil is the byproduct of the violation of God’s will.  
 
Key Verse: “So what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are 
ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have been freed from sin 
and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.  For 
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
      

—Romans 6:21c-23 

 

Discussion Setup: Dr. Zacharias offers his unique perspective on evil that provides 
this session’s key concept: “Evil is ultimately that which violates the purposes of God for 
life and living in community with each other.” Given the prevalence of evil in our world, 
it seems fair to ask how one might identify the good.  Here, Dr. Zacharias offers the 
biblical portrait of salvation as a means to identify both the good work of God in this 
world and how one can become a “good” person in right standing with God.  God 
redeems us, ensuring our righteousness before Him, and we are thus free to worship 
the God of our salvation.  It is God’s righteousness through Jesus Christ that endows 
humanity with goodness and the gift of eternal life. 
 
We often appeal to severe instances of systematic evil, such as the Holocaust or the 
Stalinist purges in Russia, to illustrate both the prevalence and the gravity of its 
existence.  But evil is not simply measured in numbers.  Consider Dr. Zacharias’s 
statement on the matter: “It was not the fact that tens of thousands were slaughtered 
but that tens of thousands of times, the sacred was violated.”  Drawing from the Ten 
Commandments, Dr. Zacharias shows that what emerges is a radical conception of 
humanity where “life is sacred, sexuality is sacred, wealth is sacred, time is sacred, and 
relationships are sacred.”  The sacred nature of human life demands careful attention to 
our own behavior and our behavior toward others.   
 
Ironically, the study of evil allows the believer to gain a perspective on what is good.  
This is best described by Dr. Zacharias’s use of the moral argument for the existence of 
God.  “Whenever people talk about evil they actually assume there’s such a thing as 
good.  When they assume there’s such a thing as good, they assume there’s such a thing 
as a moral law on the basis of which to differentiate between good and evil.  When they 
assume a moral law they must assume a moral lawgiver.  Why do we assume a moral 
lawgiver?  Because ultimately when you raise the question of evil, it’s either raised by a 
person, or about a person.  That means either the question-raiser or the object of the 
question is assumed to have intrinsic worth and that can only be so if we are the 
creation of God.” 
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. What is a good person? 
 
The Creation narrative in Genesis 1 declares that everything God made was 
“good” and when he made human beings they were declared “very good.”  Sin 
mars the goodness of God’s creation.  Redemption is the cure for human sin.  
Dr. Zacharias explores a theological answer to the question of who is good.  As 
Dr. Zacharias says, we first see this sequence in the Old Testament where the 
Israelites are rescued out of bondage from Egypt, given the Ten Commandments, 
and then a prescription for worship.  Stated most simply, “a person is never 
really ultimately good until they are first redeemed or until they have come to 
God for forgiveness.”  We are redeemed and rescued from our bondage to sin 
so that “forgiveness is followed by goodness and goodness ultimately by 
worship.”   

    
 

2. How do we define evil? 
 
We often see evil in large-scale examples such as the Holocaust or the 
Communist purges under Stalin.  Dr. Zacharias asks a provocative question 
regarding these extreme examples: “Are we talking about the volume of people 
killed that makes them evil, or the fact that any person was killed?”  The risk that 
comes along with invoking such monstrous examples of evil is that we will lose 
sight of the fact that instances of evil are not measured in sheer numbers. Dr. 
Zacharias answers the question in these words, “It was not the fact that tens of 
thousands were slaughtered but that tens of thousands of times, the sacred 
was violated.”  A single, human life is never anything less than a specimen of 
“essential worth,” an example of that which is sacred, according to Dr. 
Zacharias.  “Every time the sacred is violated it is either intentionally or un-
intentionally an act of evil.”  Dr. Zacharias concludes that “evil is ultimately that 
which violates the purposes of God for life and living in community with each 
other.”  

 
 

3. How do different worldviews respond to the problem of evil? 
 
As has been discussed with other presenters, Dr. Zacharias reiterates how the 
various worldviews deal with the problem of evil.  For Hindus the issue is one of 
karma—of good deeds outweighing the bad one does—in order to ascend to 
ever higher forms of life through the cycles of reincarnation.  For Buddhists, evil 
is merely an illusion.  For Muslims, evil is under the will of Allah and must be 
endured, just as good is enjoyed.  When these different belief systems come up 
against a figure like Hitler they are left perplexed.  Having eradicated the idea of 
true evil, they are helpless to give an answer when confronted with such an 
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extreme case.  The Bible, on the other hand, tells us that we are beings of 
intrinsic worth, created for a relationship with God, and, as Dr. Zacharias makes 
clear, “anything that comes between you and God becomes a barrier of sin or 
evil.”  Sin and evil are addressed by the cross of Christ. 

 
 

4. What does it mean to say that life is sacred and how does this affect 
our day-to-day lives? 
 
To say that human beings are sacred, according to Dr. Zacharias, is to say that 
they are “of intrinsic worth, separated for the ultimate purposes of God and 
inviolable by anybody else,” and that “life is of essential worth as a gift from 
God.”  Dr. Zacharias invokes the Ten Commandments to reinforce this point.  
What emerges from their framework is a fascinating set of values, declaring that 
“life is sacred, sexuality is sacred, wealth is sacred, time is sacred, and 
relationships are sacred.”  Think of Joseph being tempted by Potiphar’s wife in 
the Genesis 39:6-10.  He responds to her repeated propositions by saying that 
such an act would violate God’s law.  Joseph’s priorities were clearly in order 
because he simultaneously recognized what was at stake went far beyond legal 
considerations, that Potiphar was his “neighbor” in the biblical sense, and that to 
engage in illicit relations with his wife would violate the sacred for all involved.   

 
5. What is the moral argument for the existence of God, and why is it so 

convincing?  
 
Dr. Zacharias describes the moral argument in the following way: “Whenever 
people talk about evil they actually assume there’s such a thing as good.  When 
they assume there’s such a thing as good, they assume there’s such a thing as a 
moral law on the basis of which one differentiates between good and evil.  When 
they assume a moral law they must assume a moral lawgiver.  Why do we 
assume a moral lawgiver?  Because ultimately when you raise the question of evil, 
it’s either raised by a person or about a person; that means either the question-
raiser or the object of the question is assumed to have intrinsic worth and that 
can only be so if we are the creation of God.”  Moral reasoning makes asking the 
question of a moral Lawgiver “inescapable.”     

  
 
Key Terms: 
 
Moral Argument - Many examples of theoretical arguments for God’s existence start 
from the fact of ethical normativity. Human beings are aware of actions as being right 
and wrong, obligatory and forbidden. Such awareness carries with it the thought that 
they are “bound” to do some things and bound to avoid doing others. Moral qualities 
that “bind us” show the force of the moral “ought” and the moral “must.”  The moral 
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"ought" and the moral "must" are universal features of human experience regardless of 
the cultural settings in which specific moral codes take hold.   
 
Since there appear to be morally normative facts/qualities in the world, many of these 
arguments claim that the postulation of God provides the best explanation of this fact.  
  
Here is an example of how the moral argument for God’s existence is presented: 
 
1. It appears to human beings that moral normativity exists. 
2. The best explanation of moral normativity is that it is grounded in God. 
3. Therefore, God exists.  
 
Sacred – dedicated or set apart (generally for worship) 
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DESTINY 
Where are we going? 



 

©2012 Ravi Zacharias International Ministries 
 

Session Title: 4.1 Imagining a Destiny Beyond the End 
 
Key Concept: “All of my existence, all of my life, all of my memories, don’t just 
extinguish into nothing.  If there is a resurrection of the dead, then all of those treasures 
that I have experienced and I have seen have ultimate meaning.”  Earthly life is not the 
end of the story, but merely the beginning.   
 
Key Verse: “The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”  

 
—1 Corinthians 15:26 
  

        “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  
 

—1 Corinthians 15:22 
 
Objective: To explore the unique Christian vision of eternal life as the conqueror of 
death. 
 
Discussion Setup: Death is an uneasy subject for most of us.  When it comes to 
death, the response of modern culture has largely been one of denial or perpetual 
postponement.  Our obsession with health and perfecting our bodies testifies to the 
urgency behind our “immortality projects” (as Dr. McAllister calls them).  Many people 
would rather go under the knife of a plastic surgeon than show their age.  We continue 
to idolize celebrities because they present an image of perpetual youth and beauty.  But 
as Dr. McAllister explains, death is inevitable and it must be faced if we are to 
understand what life on earth means.   
 
Yet, there is an important clue in our resistance to death: it reminds us that something 
is very wrong with our world.  The Apostle Paul names death as the “last enemy to be 
destroyed” and reminds us that death is not the end.  Christ’s crucifixion, harrowing as 
it was, actually becomes a beacon of hope for us because, as Dr. McAllister vividly 
explains, “Christ dies as a human and lives on by God.” Christians have the privilege of 
doing the same thing through Christ’s miraculous work on the cross. This fact lends a 
tremendous perspective to the Christian’s earthly life.  We are to live as a part of the 
“new humanity,” safe in the knowledge that death is not the end, and that the best is yet 
to come.  We have a natural desire to live forever, and Christ simultaneously vindicates 
and fulfills that desire on the Cross of Calvary.  
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Why is talking about death so strange and difficult?   
 
Dr. McAllister begins with the sobering fact that death is inevitable and is 
something every person must face at some point in his or her lifetime.  
Nevertheless, the denial of death is a cultural norm, and the culture is awash in 
resources for denying death.  The media holds up beautiful celebrities as icons of 
youth and perpetual life; Marilyn Monroe, perhaps through her untimely death as 
a still young woman, is just one example among many.  People frequently choose 
distraction as the major strategy for the denial of death.  Yet, death is our 
common human destiny, and we deny this destination at our own peril.   
 
 

2. Why do we deny death? 
 
The short answer is that we want to live forever.  But as Captain Jean Luc Picard 
notes from the movie Star Trek: Generations, “It’s our mortality that defines us.”  
In essence, this means that being mortal comes with the territory of being 
human.  Because of our longing for eternal life, we seek to escape death.  We 
value youth, health, and youthful strategies more than we value education, 
wisdom, and the pleasure that comes from living well.   
 
If natural techniques fail us, or if we don’t like our appearance, youthful as it may 
be, the prevalence of plastic surgeons can remake us and give us the illusion of 
eternal youth—all in an attempt to distract us from the fact that we will die, that 
we are dying.  The sad irony is that, in spite of all these efforts, sickness, tragedy, 
natural disasters—all of death’s various instruments—undermine our strenuous 
denial and force us to reckon with our own mortality.   
 

 
3. Why does life matter if we’re just going to die in the end?  

 
This question was at the forefront of the philosophical movement called 
“existentialism.”  This movement was preoccupied with meaning in the face of 
death; it rendered life as a seemingly “meaningless” existence.   
 
Dr. McAllister believes this is flawed reasoning because it restricts all meaning to 
this life.  As Christians, we believe there is more than life on earth, that death is 
not the end. Dr. McAllister calls death a “boundary condition,” meaning that 
death divides our earthly existence from the afterlife that follows.  Though it 
isn’t the whole story, death is part of the story, and, as Dr. McAllister observes, 
“it painfully marks our life.”  
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4. The Apostle Paul called death an “enemy.”  How does this designation 
help us understand our attempts to deny death and our fear of death? 
 
We may not all voice it in those same words, but most of us view death as an 
enemy, as something to be reviled.  Think of people you love who have died.  
Dr. McAllister says, “Everything in us screams out against it.”  Death is what 
separates us from those we love, and it seeks to separate us from meaning.  So, 
viewing death as the enemy is perfectly appropriate for the Christian.   
   
 

5. Is Christianity just a “crutch” that functions as a denial of the harsh 
reality of death? 
 
Dr. McAllister rightly notes that any attempt at an answer to death could 
potentially be viewed as a crutch.  Accordingly, “The question is not whether or 
not we’ve got a crutch, but whether we’ve got an answer.”  Christians are not 
avoiding death but acknowledging the fact that death is not the end.  As Dr. 
McAllister says, “All of my existence, all of my life, all of my memories, don’t just 
extinguish into nothing.  If there is a resurrection of the dead then all of those 
treasures that I have experienced and I have seen have meaning ultimately, not 
just in this life, and so it gives meaning and purpose to even the experience of 
death itself.”  In short, Christians don’t deny death; they simply refuse to give it 
the final word.   
 
 

6. How is the cross a symbol of hope?  
 
The answer to this question is entirely dependent on who Jesus Christ actually 
is.  If, as many strident atheists claim, he is just a man, then he is dead and gone, 
and at best, survives as a legend.  But Scripture paints a different picture than 
this.  In it we read that in Jesus “the fullness of God dwelt bodily” (Colossians 
2:9). Jesus is “the Word made flesh" (John 1).  Given the biblical perspective, 
consider Dr. McAllister’s words: “When Jesus dies on the cross he dies as 
humanity but he lives on as God.”  In other words, Christ’s resurrection means 
that our bodily death is not final.  Strictly speaking, human beings have two 
choices: Adam or Christ.  1 Corinthians 15:22 tells us that just “as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”  Jesus replaces Adam as a new type of 
humanity.  This is what Jesus’s resurrection means.  Death has indeed been 
conquered and swallowed up by Christ’s miraculous act on the cross.  If we 
reject Christ, we reject the renewed humanity his death represents, and we go 
the way of death.  If we choose to abide in Christ, then death is not the last 
word and new life begins.   
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7. What does the phrase “die to self” mean? 
 
The direct answer to this question is offered by Christ himself: “Then he said to 
them all, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me’” (Luke 9:23). Dr. McAllister translates 
this as dying to our own selfish ambitions as well as our own sense of control 
when it comes to our lives.  Far from being about death, Dr. McAllister calls this 
process “an act of new life.”   
 

 
Further Study: 
 
John Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986). 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Immortality Project: Any attempt that seeks to deny death 
 
Existentialism: The philosophical theory which holds that a further set of categories 
(beyond rationalism, the scientific, etc…), governed by the norm of authenticity, is 
necessary to grasp human existence.  (For instance, human beings cannot be fully 
understood in terms of their physiology or morality; rather, the starting point must 
begin with the individual and his or her experiences.) Themes popularly associated with 
existentialism—dread, boredom, alienation, the absurd, freedom, commitment, 
nothingness, and so on—find their philosophical significance in the context of the search 
for a new categorical framework and norm governed by the search for authentic human 
existence in the face of human mortality. 
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Session Title: 4.2 In The Marketplace of Ideas 
 
Key Concept: Freedom is more than simply having the “freedom to choose.”  It is a 
freedom given so that we can become all that we are intended to be as human beings 
made in the image of God.   
 
Key Verse: “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to 
one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’” 
 
    —Galatians 5:13-14 
 
 
Objective: To understand that freedom is not simply the power to make choices but is 
the freedom to become all that God intends for those redeemed by Christ Jesus.   
 
Discussion Setup: Approaching the subject of belief with a marketplace mentality may 
be a common practice, but we ignore the actual truth of what we choose to believe at 
our own peril.  Discussing freedom frequently focuses on what we choose to believe.  
Men and women often wish to adopt a belief system that offers them minimal resistance 
to their urges and desires.  Broadly speaking, these men and women are seeking 
freedom from something.  They conceive of freedom as an unshackling from moral 
prescription or guidance, religious or otherwise.   
 
Dr. Bannister draws a helpful distinction between freedom from and freedom to.  The 
unique vision of Christianity is that we have been freed to become the best possible 
people, freed to live a full and authentic life while on this earth.  This is what sets 
Christianity apart from the plethora of ideas out there in the “marketplace.”  Dr. 
Bannister provides four broad categories into which various religious/philosophical ideas 
fit:  Atheism, Pantheism, Polytheism, and Monotheism.  Monotheism plays host to the 
three major world religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.  Ultimate destiny provides 
the framework for which Christians can best understand their freedom.   
 
What do these different belief systems say happens after we die?  Atheism offers a bleak 
trajectory of steady decay that culminates in the eventual collapse of our universe.  In 
the end, we face total annihilation.  Pantheism offers scant comfort when it comes to 
our final destiny. Our individuality is devoured by the oneness of God, a place that 
houses everyone from Hitler to Mother Teresa.  Polytheism mimics the marketplace 
with gods in excess of a million.   Islam offers a deity who may shut the believer out of 
heaven even under the best of circumstances.  Christianity, on the other hand, offers 
the hope of a future resurrection in which all believers participate, receiving new bodies 
and a continuous and personal relationship with Jesus Christ for all eternity.   
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Q & A Summary: 
 

1. Do more choices mean more freedom? 
 
Dr. Bannister offers helpful insight regarding freedom and choice.  Numerous 
men and women object to Christianity on the basis that it hinders their freedom, 
and thus limits their choices.  These men and women wish to be free from 
Christianity in order to chase after other pursuits or options.  But as Dr. 
Bannister points out, a framework or set of rules often enables our freedom.  
He uses the analogy of a baseball game (any game would work).  Baseball won’t 
work without rules because it ceases to be baseball when its rules are 
abandoned.   They help to define how the game will be played and enjoyed to its 
fullest.   
 
Accordingly, Christianity offers a moral vision of the world that guides us to 
become what we were meant to be.  We are freed to serve and freed to live as 
the human beings God intends.  Taking this into account, a more relevant 
question would be, “Which worldview grants us the freedom to be the best 
people we can be?”  Freedom to be something rather than just freedom from 
something should be the primary concern in our discussion of the various 
choices we’re confronted with in the worldview arena.  Christianity emerges as a 
worldview that uniquely offers a vision of freedom necessary for us to “be truly 
human and really live out all that life has to offer us.” 
  
 

2. What are some of the other worldviews we have to choose from? 
 
The sheer volume of ideas confronting us on a daily basis can overwhelm us.  
Think of the various social networks and search engines that disseminate 
information at an alarming rate.  We can be just as overwhelmed by the 
“marketplace of ideas” as we can be when we enter the world of the shopping 
mall—there seem to be too many choices.   
 
In fact, Dr. Bannister points out there are four broad worldviews under which 
most of the religious belief systems are categorized:  
 
1. Atheism: the belief that there is no God or gods.  
2. Pantheism: the belief that everything is God.  
3. Polytheism: the belief in numerous gods.  
4. Monotheism: the belief that there is one God.  Monotheism furnishes us with 
the three major world religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam.   
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3. What are some specific examples of different religions that fall under 
those broad categories? 
 
We might be surprised to hear of “atheism” as a religious belief system, but Dr. 
Bannister argues that much of atheism is a dogmatic dismissal of both God and 
the supernatural.   Many atheists hold an almost fanatical devotion to their belief 
in no God.  As Dr. Bannister makes clear, many forms of atheism present an “all-
encompassing worldview” with a clear creed, demanding a total commitment to 
God’s absence.   
 
An example of pantheism would be the various New Age movements and some 
forms of Hinduism.  On the other hand, there are other strands within Hinduism 
that offer a devotional religion to a multitude of deities; in this sense it is also a 
polytheistic religion, where the believer is confronted with literally millions of 
gods.  Christianity, Islam, and Judaism are three examples of monotheistic belief 
systems but their differences are vast in what they each believe about God. 
   
 

4. How do those religions differ in the ways they approach destiny? 
 
Dr. Bannister quotes the atheist philosopher Bertrand Russell: “We must learn 
to build our lives on the firm foundation of unyielding despair.”  This is a fitting 
epigram for the bleak picture painted by the atheist’s conception of destiny.  
Eventually, according to atheists, our universe will continue to slowly wind down 
until the universe has finally expended its last viable piece of energy and will 
collapse and vanish as suddenly as it appeared.   
 
Pantheism may initially seem more optimistic than atheism but this consolation 
quickly vanishes when we consider its implications for the human person.  The 
individuality and uniqueness of the person is subsumed into the impersonal force 
that is the pantheistic God.  Human individuality simply doesn’t matter in a 
pantheistic view where who we are extinguishes in the vast, impersonal oneness.  
Strictly speaking, Islam offers an ethical framework more than a relational faith.  
Muslims are to aim to have their good deeds outweigh their bad deeds when 
they reach the end of their life.  Yet, Allah may still consign you to hell without a 
second thought.    
 
The Christian’s destiny is remarkably personal in comparison to that of other 
belief systems.  Not only will believers participate in a final resurrection and 
receive new bodies, they will have the privilege of meeting, talking, and walking 
with their creator and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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5. What sets Christianity apart from these other answers to the destiny 
question? 
 
Many worldviews, according to Dr. Bannister, are “totalitarian” in nature.  That 
is, they allow for no alternatives and restrict the believer’s freedom.  In many 
Islamic nations, for instance, Sharia law means that dissenters could face death.  
Under atheist regimes such as the former Soviet Union, a belief in anything that 
is to be “driven by a different understanding of what it means to be human.”  Dr. 
Zacharias elaborated on the sacred nature of human beings, meaning that human 
life is of “essential worth.”   
 
Most strikingly, however, Dr. Bannister points to the fact that other religions can 
conceivably stand without their founders.  Atheism is not reliant on its most 
influential adherents, such as Friedrich Nietzsche, and a contemporary like 
Richard Dawkins. Remove Buddha, and Buddhism could still arise, albeit with a 
different name.  Allah could conceivably have dictated the Koran to someone 
other than the prophet Mohammad.  Remove Jesus, however, and “Christianity 
falls away.” This should give us pause for thought.  No other belief system offers 
a founder of such striking significance.  Dr. Bannister puts it well: “Christianity 
doesn’t just stand on what Jesus taught.  It stands on who he was.”  

 
For Further Study: 
 
James Sire, Naming the Elephant: Worldview As a Concept (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2004). 
 
James Sire, The Universe Next Door: A Basic Worldview Catalog, 4th ed. (Downers Grove, IL: 
Inter Varsity Press, 2004). 
 
John G. Stackhouse, Jr., Humble Apologetics: Defending the Faith Today (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2002). 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Worldview - The overall perspective from which one sees and interprets the world; a 
collection of beliefs about life and the universe held by an individual or a group. 
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Session Title: 4.3 Your Life, Your Destiny 
 
Key Concept: Salvation is a unique concept in the Judeo-Christian worldview.   Only 
Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father, but by 
me.”   
 
Key Verse: “Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live.’”  
     —John 11:25   
 
Objective: To explore the ways in which Christianity promises the believer salvation  
 
Discussion Setup: Confronting questions on the afterlife, or on whether or not we 
have an eternal destiny, may often feel like nothing more than speculation.  These 
questions become crucial when we consider our mortal condition and death’s 
inevitability.  We only need to brush shoulders once with tragedy to experience some 
of the anxiety surrounding this topic.  Salvation is not something we bring about 
ourselves but God’s gift by grace through his Son Jesus. Our own world is already the 
scene of a miracle at work, Christ’s kingdom coming to fruition through the men and 
women who love Him.  Jesus likened the kingdom to a mustard seed, which continues 
to grow until it is a large tree.  Christians participate in this kingdom both in this life, 
and in the life to come.  Dr. McAllister reminds us that the Judeo-Christian tradition 
alone promises salvation to the believer and offers the hope that is so vital to our daily 
existence.  
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Q & A Summary:  
 

1. Have you ever wondered what will happen to you after you die? 
 
Dr. McAllister points to Jesus’s promise to Mary and Martha in John 11:25.  
Their brother, Lazarus, has died and they are grieving his loss.  Jesus assures 
them that Lazarus will live again because he (Jesus) is “the resurrection and the 
life.”  As Christians, our expectations for the afterlife are secure in the 
knowledge of Christ’s promise of eternal life for those who love Him.  
Accordingly, Dr. McAllister is confident that, following death, he will be in the 
presence of God.  
 
 

2. What do you say to someone who doesn’t think the question matters? 
 
Dr. McAllister has a question for just such a person: “If God truly is there, why 
wouldn’t you want to know that?”  The reality of God's presence provides a real 
encounter for those who believe.  It is an encounter with the living God who 
provides guidance, forgives sins, and answers prayer.   Our vision of our future 
life with God guides our living in the here and now.  We all wrestle with present 
concerns, but our ultimate destiny informs our life’s meaning and purpose.  
Christianity promises a future glory available to all who follow Jesus.  It will be a 
glory in which pain and suffering are abolished, and where we have unhindered 
communion with each other and with God.   
 
 

3. How do we respond to the belief that good works get us into heaven? 
 
Scripture declares us to be “dead in our trespasses” (Ephesians 2:5).  Sin has 
snuffed out our life and we cannot enter into heaven as dead women and men.  
Dr. McAllister uses the example of a fatal virus whose only cure is a specific 
antidote.  Just as no amount of behavior will affect an infected person’s fatal 
condition, so no amount of good works on our part will restore us to life.  Life is 
the gift of God by grace through Jesus.  Put simply, we need life, not morality, 
and Christ alone is capable of reversing the cycle of death initiated by Adam’s sin 
in the Garden of Eden (I Corinthians 15:22).     
 

4. How did Jesus address the question of destiny? 
 
Memorably, Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a mustard seed, which is 
initially small but continues to grow and expand until it becomes a vast tree, 
housing the birds of the air (Matt 4:31-32).  Though we await Christ’s glorious 
return and the fulfillment of his kingdom, he also teaches that the kingdom is 
near—“among us”—and that the mustard seed is already expanding and taking 
shape (Luke 17:21).  As Dr. McAllister says, we live in this world, then, as 
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citizens of this kingdom, even as we hope in the “consummation of the ages,” 
where our world will be both recreated and restored.  
 
 

5. Why is Christ’s answer so unique? 
 
Jesus said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 14:6).  Jesus is the means by which salvation is enacted 
in the world.  To those who take offense at Christ’s exclusive claims, Dr. 
McAllister gives an analogy: we board a particular plane to reach a particular 
destination.  Obviously, we don’t want to take a flight with no fixed destination.  
We make one choice to the exclusion of a host of others.  In the same manner, 
then, Jesus announces that he is the destination of salvation.  When we choose 
to follow his way, his truth, and his life, we will find life and salvation.   
 

 
For Further Study: 
 
Os Guinness, The Call: Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life (Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson, 2003). 
 
Ravi Zacharias, Jesus Among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message. 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas-Nelson, 2000). 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Kingdom of God - The kingdom is God's reign. The “kingdom of God” means 
primarily the rule of God and God's divine authority.   
 
Destiny – The future designed for a person or thing; the ultimate power or agency that 
influences the course of events.  
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Session Title: 4.4 Destiny Matters  
 
Key Concept:  What we believe about our ultimate and/or eternal destiny matters for 
our life right now  
 
Key Verse: “But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.”  
 

—Matthew 6:33 
 
Objective: To continue the conversation on how Christianity offers the best possible 
explanation and hope for our future destiny. 
 
Discussion Setup: Broadly speaking, men and women seem to adopt one of two views 
when it comes to destiny: they either approach life with a stoical sense of resignation, 
taking comfort from the idea that they are fate’s pawns and that life is beyond their 
control, or they believe that they shape their own destinies, both in the practical and 
ultimate sense.  Christianity offers middle ground between these two extremes.  As Dr. 
Zacharias points out, Christians ought to proceed with an ultimate destination in mind, 
namely, seeking the kingdom of God as the goal and orientation of their daily lives.  
 
With this goal, our daily choices take on a new urgency and importance because they 
lead us to an ultimate destination of life or death.  Dr. Zacharias provides the key verse 
for this session, and it is indeed God’s kingdom and God's righteousness that should 
orient our lives, as a compass orients the traveler.  Our destiny matters and our destiny 
begins now! 
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Q & A Summary:   
 

1. What is destiny? 
 
Many men and women have a fatalistic view when it comes to this word, 
believing that the events in our lives unfold in a manner utterly beyond our 
control.  This kind of thinking can quickly evolve into stubborn complacency, 
where we believe that our choices do not matter ultimately.  Drawing from the 
Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard, Dr. Zacharias states that a Christian’s 
devotion to the cross compels him or her to define life backwards and live it 
forwards.  That is, we “start with the ultimate destiny and all other destinations 
are defined on the basis of that destination.”  As Christians, we acknowledge that 
our ultimate destination is with God, and it is this fact that should guide all of 
our pursuits and our choices. 
 
 

2. Can we make our own destiny? 
 
Dr. Zacharias states that a “half-truth” is sometimes more dangerous than an 
outright lie.  Clearly, the choices we make in this life are immensely important.  
Dr. Zacharias cautions against treating our decisions here on earth in a light-
hearted or apathetic manner.  But we do not exercise the kind of power 
necessary to shape our ultimate destinies.  In short, we make the decisions that 
factor into our life beyond the grave before we have reached the grave.  Dr. 
Zacharias draws attention to the God who in mercy delivers us from foolish 
decisions we have made.  Nothing is beyond God’s redemption.  In his book The 
Grand Weaver, Dr. Zacharias provides the following picture of God’s hand in our 
lives: “God holds the threads and when you respond to his nod you will find in 
the end the design has been beautiful.” 
 
Consider Dr. Zacharias’s claim that the world is the scene of both God’s 
sovereignty at work and our will at work, and “when you go by his word and live 
by his word you will find wisdom for the choices and the destination” that God 
has prepared for each of us.  Finally, Dr. Zacharias concludes with a description 
of the uniquely Christian conception of hope.  Christians lay claim to a robust 
hope in a future communion with God that arises victorious even out of doubt.  
Dr. Zacharias states that he knows that all will work out in the end, in spite of 
the many sorrows and obstacles we encounter in this life. “We have the hope 
and go through life, even in the face of extreme challenges, knowing the One 
who has made us for glory is waiting to welcome us to our ultimate destination.” 
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3. How does this affect our daily lives? 
 
Dr. Zacharias asks us to consider Matthew 6:33: “But strive first for the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  
A view to our ultimate destiny ought to orient our day-to-day pursuits.  Christ 
offers us a revealing glimpse of overcoming life’s challenges.  Dr. Zacharias is 
forthright about the fact that life is often “punctuated” with both joys and 
disappointments, but if we do indeed seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, we abide in the hope that God will overcome whatever obstacles 
we encounter.   
 
 

4. What do other religions say about the afterlife? 
 
As it turns out, there is virtually no agreement among religions on what the 
afterlife looks like.  Dr. Zacharias offers a detailed account of Hinduism. Within 
this framework, every birth is a rebirth and our multiple lives will ultimately 
culminate in a union with the “infinite impersonal absolute,” where categories of 
good and evil are effectively dissolved and the individual personality is absorbed.  
Dr. Bannister painted a bleak picture of Islam and Dr. Zacharias echoes this 
assessment, stating that Islam is an explicitly works-based religious system, 
presided over by an unpredictable god (Allah) who, even under the best possible 
circumstances, may subject a follower to eternal damnation.  Dr. Zacharias also 
highlights the nihilistic underpinnings of the atheistic framework.   
 
Christianity emerges as unique among these different worldviews.  As Christians, 
we believe that we are created for communion with God.  As Dr. Zacharias 
clearly says, "Relationship is key in this life; relationship is ultimate in the life to 
come."  Furthermore, Dr. Zacharias concludes that when it comes to the 
afterlife, there are only two options: “communion with God in the presence of 
God,” or eternal separation from God.  Dr. Zacharias crystalizes these options 
with a thought from C.S. Lewis.  There are those who say to God, “Thy will be 
done,” and there are those to whom God says “Your will be done.”  In each, 
individual life here and now, we are cultivating life or death.  For those who have 
no need of God, or who do not want God in their lives, God honors this 
decision, just as God honors those who seek to be in communion through Jesus 
Christ.  In other words, “heaven or hell is the ultimate destination which is the 
confirmation of your will.”   
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Further Study: 
 
C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce (New York: Collier Books, 1946). 
 
William Crockett, gen. ed., Four Views on Hell (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996). 
 
Key Terms: 
 
Nihilism/Nihilistic – A viewpoint that traditional values, morals, and beliefs are 
unfounded and that existence is senseless and useless.  A person who holds this view is 
called nihilistic. 
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