


Now	Are	We	in	Christ	Jesus

Cease	not	to	give	thanks	for	you,	making	mention	of	you
in	my	prayers;	That	the	God	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the
Father	 of	 glory,	 may	give	 unto	 you	 the	 spirit	 of	 wisdom
and	revelation	in	the	knowledge	of	him:	The	eyes	of	your
understanding	being	enlightened;	that	ye	may	know	what
is	the	hope	of	his	calling,	and	what	the	rights	of	the	glory
of	 his	 inheritance	 in	 the	 saints.	 .For	 we	 are	 his
workmanship,	 created	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 unto	 good	 works,
which	 God	hath	 before	 ordained	 that	 we	 should	walk	 in
them.	 Wherefore	 remember,	 that	 ye	 being	 in	 time	 past
Gentiles	 in	 the	 flesh,	 who	 are	 called	 Uncircumcision	 by
that	which	is	called	the	Circumcision	in	the	flesh	made	by
hands;	 That	 at	 that	 time	 ye	 were	 without	 Christ,	 being
aliens	 from	 the	 commonwealth	 of	 Israel,	 and	 strangers
from	 the	 covenants	 of	 promise,	 having	 no	 hope,	 and
without	God	in	the	world:	But	now	in	Christ	Jesus	ye	who
sometimes	 were	 far	 off	 are	 made	 nigh	 by	 the	 blood	 of
Christ	(Ephesians	1:16-18,2:10-13).

When	 you	 made	 Jesus	 the	 Lord	 of	 your	 life,	 something
happened	 to	 you.	 You	were	 created	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	 You	were
given	an	inheritance.

Now,	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus.	You	are	born	of	God.

In	 the	 physical	 realm,	 you	 were	 born	 of	 your	 mother.	 You
weren't	 created;	 you	 were	 born.	 But	 in	 the	 spiritual	 realm,
when	 you	were	 "born	of	God,"	 you	were	 re-created	by	God.	A
change	 took	 place.	 You	 were	 reborn.	 The	 Bible	 says	 in	 2
Corinthians	 5:17	 that	 you	 became	 a	 new	 creature,	 a	 new
creation.	 "Therefore	 if	 any	 man	 be	 in	 Christ,	 he	 is	 a	 new
creature:	 old	 things	 are	 passed	 away;	 behold,	 all	 things	 are
become	 new."	 One	 translation	 says	 that	 any	 man	 who	 is	 in
Christ	 Jesus	 is	 "a	 new	 species	 of	 being	 that	 never	 existed
before."

When	you	accepted	Jesus	as	your	Lord,	an	actual	creation	took
place.	 The	 old	 man—your	 unregenerated	 spirit	 man—was
replaced	 by	 a	 new	 man,	 created	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	 Old	 things
passed	 away	 and	 all	 things	 became	 new.	 The	 new	 birth	 that
occurred	in	you	was	done	by	the	creative	power	of	God.	It	took
place	inside	you—in	your	spirit.

The	"creation"	that	occurs	at	the	new	birth	is	the	same	type	of
"creation"	 that	 took	 place	 in	 the	 first	 chapter	 of	 Genesis.	 The
word	 translated	 created	 in	 Genesis	 1:1	 gives	 the	 impression
that	before	God	brought	heaven	and	earth	into	existence,	there
was	 nothing	 like	 it	 anywhere	 else.	 The	 same	 is	 true	 with	 the



"new	creation	in	Christ	Jesus."	You	are	a	"new	species	of	being
that	never	existed	before."

Being	in	Christ

You	are	a	complete	and	total	individual.

There	 has	 never	 been,	 and	 never	will	 be,	 another	 person	 just
like	 you.	 When	 you	 received	 Jesus	 as	 Lord,	 God	 brought	 you
into	existence	by	His	creative	power.	You	were	born	of	the	Spirit
of	God.	A	seed	was	sown	in	your	heart—the	incorruptible	seed
of	God's	Word—and	you	were	placed	in	Christ	Jesus.

You	need	to	know	and	understand	the	reality	of	being	in	Christ.
It	is	an	outstanding	revelation	from	God's	Word	that	will	affect
your	thinking,	your	believing,	your	actions	and	your	speech.

Ephesians	 2:13	 says,	 "But	 now	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 ye	 who
sometimes	were	far	off	are	made	nigh	by	 the	blood	of	Christ."
When?	NOW.	When	 are	 you	 in	 Christ	 Jesus?	 The	moment	 you
make	Jesus	your	Lord.

Who	is	in	Christ	Jesus?	Ephesians	1:10	says,

"That	in	the	dispensation	of	the	fulness	of	times	he	might	gather
together	 in	one	all	 things	 in	Christ,	both	which	are	 in	heaven,
and	which	are	on	earth;	even	in	him."	So	it's	not	just	those	who
have	 died	 and	 gone	 to	 heaven	 that	 are	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	 This
scripture	says,	"all	 things	 in	Christ,	both	which	are	 in	heaven,
and	which	are	on	earth;	even	in	him."	Verse	13	says,	"In	whom
ye	also	trusted,	after	that	ye	heard	the	word	of	truth,	the	gospel
of	your	salvation:	in	whom	also	after	that	ye	believed,	ye	were
sealed	with	that	Holy	Spirit	of	promise."

The	most	effective	way	that	I	have	found	to	develop	the	reality
of	 being	 in	 Christ	 is	 to	 begin	 with	 the	 book	 of	 Romans	 and
search	 through	 all	 the	 letters	 of	 the	 New	 Testament	 for	 the
phrase,	in	Christ.	For	example,	as	we	have	read	in	2	Corinthians
5:17,	"Therefore	if	any	man	be	in	Christ,	he	is	a	new	creature."
Scriptures	 that	 refer	 to	 being	 "in	 Christ,"	 "in	 Him"	 or	 "in
whom"	occur	134	times	in	the	Bible.	Find	those	scriptures	and
read	 them	 carefully.	 Study	 them	 and	 run	 cross-references	 on
them.	You	can	be	sure	that	whatever	the	Word	says	about	being

"in	Christ,"	it	belongs	to	you	because	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus.

Being	in	Christ	means	that	you	are	"the	saved."	Why?	Because
you	have	confessed	with	your	mouth	that	Jesus	is	Lord	and	have
believed	 in	 your	 heart	 that	 God	 raised	 Him	 from	 the	 dead
(Romans	10:9).

Being	in	Christ	means	that	you	are	"the	healed."	Why?	Because



Jesus	went	 to	 the	cross,	bore	 the	curse	of	 the	Law,	and	broke
the	power	of	sickness	and	disease.	He	was	made	sick	with	our
sickness;	 but	 He	 didn't	 stay	 sick.	 Today,	 He	 is	 healed;	 and
because	we	are	in	Him,	we	are	healed,	too!

Being	 in	Christ	means	 you	 are	 "the	 delivered."	Why?	Because
Colossians	 1:13	 says	 God	 has	 delivered	 us	 from	 the	 power	 of
darkness	and	has	translated	us	into	the	kingdom	of	God's	dear
Son.

Jesus	 said	 he	 was	 sent	 to	 preach	 deliverance	 to	 the	 captives
(Luke	4:18).

All	of	the	power	that	it	takes	to	save	any	human	being,	to	heal
any	 human	being,	 to	 deliver	 any	 human	being,	 came	 into	 this
earth	on	the	Day	of	Pentecost.	When	Jesus	walked	into	a	place,
the	 power	 was	 there	 to	 heal	 the	 people.	 Why?	 Because	 the
power	was	in	Him.

He	said,	"The	Father	that	dwelleth	 in	me,	he	doeth	 the	works"
(John	14:10).	Now,	that	power	is	in	you	because	you	are	in	Him.
Because	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus,	you	can	live	like	Him,	talk	like
Him,	and	act	like	Him.	The	Word	of	God	will	change	you—spirit,
soul	and	body.

The	Bible	 says	 that	God	 sent	 Jesus	 that	He	might	become	 the
firstborn	of	many	brethren	(Romans	8:29).	God	planted	the	seed
of	His	Son,	Jesus,	 in	order	to	get	a	harvest,	and	He	reaps	that
harvest	 as	 new	 souls	 are	 added	 to	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God.	 The
hundredfold	principle	is	now	in	operation.

You	are	called	a	joint	heir	with	Christ	Jesus.

The	 Word	 says	 that	 when	 you	 made	 Jesus	 your	 Lord,	 you
became	one	 spirit	with	Him.	You	 are	 in	Him.	God	 sees	 you	 in
Jesus.	He	not	 only	 came	 inside	 you,	 but	 you	went	 inside	Him.
We	 have	 preached	 that	 Jesus	 comes	 inside	 a	 person,	 but	 we
have	 thought	 very	 little	 of	 the	 fact	 that	we	 have	 entered	 into
Him.	You	are	the	Body	of	Christ.	Jesus	said,	"If	ye	abide	in	me,
and	my	words	 abide	 in	 you,	 ye	 shall	 ask	 what	 ye	 will,	 and	 it
shall	be	done	unto	you"	(John	15:7).	You	are	abiding	in	Him.

Ephesians	 1:4	 says,	 "According	 as	 he	 hath	 chosen	 us	 in	 him
before	the	foundation	of	the	world,	that	we	should	be	holy	and
without	blame	before	him	in	love."

You	 are	 holy	 and	 without	 blame	 before	 Him	 in	 love.	 Jesus
provided	for	you	that	God	is	your	own	Heavenly	Father.	You	are
no	 longer	 without	 hope	 and	 without	 God	 in	 the	 world
(Ephesians	 2:12).	 You	 have	 been	 accepted	 in	 the	 beloved
(Ephesians	1:6).	The	letter	that	Paul	wrote	to	the	Ephesians	was
written	 to	 you	 as	 well	 because	 you	 are	 in	 Christ	 Jesus.	 It's	 a



letter	from	God	to	you	saying,	"I	have	accepted	you	in	My	Son.
You	are	in	the	Beloved.	You	are	Mine."

Have	you	ever	heard	 the	phrase;	 "But	 I'm	so	unworthy"?	That
was	true	before	you	got	saved.

You	were	not	worthy	to	receive	what	Jesus	did.

But	He	did	it	anyway!	Because	He	died	for	you,	you	can	live	in
Him.	 He	 made	 you	 worthy.	 You	 have	 been	 created	 in	 Christ
Jesus	and	there	is	nothing	unworthy	in	Him.

You	are	not	worthy	because	of	anything	you	did,	but	because	of
Jesus	 and	 what	 He	 did	 for	 you.	 Some	 people	 say,	 "Brother,	 I
know	we're	in	Christ	Jesus,	but	I	just	can't	stand	up	and	say	that
I'm	healed."	None	of	us	deserves	it	in	and	of	ourselves,	but	God
knew	 that.	 If	 you	 have	 sin	 in	 your	 life,	 get	 it	 out.	 If	 you	 can't
receive	 healing	 from	 God	 because	 of	 the	 way	 you	 have	 been
living,	quit	 living	that	way!	Repent	and	get	rid	of	 it!	The	Word
says	that	God	is	faithful	and	just	to	forgive	us	of	our	sins	when
we	confess	them	(1	John	1:9).	When	you	confess	the	sin,	He	will
forgive	you.	Don't	rebel	against	God.	Don't	run	from	God	when
you	sin,	run	to	Him!	If	you	have	to	rebel,	then	rebel	against	the
devil,	not	God.

The	 Bible	 says,	 "Awake	 to	 righteousness,	 and	 sin	 not"	 (1
Corinthians	15:34).

As	a	born-again	believer,	sin	has	no	dominion	over	you.	It	can't
dominate	you.	It	has	to	leave	you.	Satan	is	a	defeated	foe;	he	is
not	your	god.	James	4:7	says	that	if	you	resist	him,	he	will	flee
from	you.

You	need	to	see	yourself	"in	Christ"	and	know	the	reality	of	it.	If
you	ask	some	people	today,	"Are	you	a	son	of	God?"	They'll	say,

"Who,	 me?	 Certainly	 not!"	 When	 you	 ask,	 "Are	 you	 saved?"
they'll	say,	"Oh	yes,	thank	God,	I'm	just	an	old	sinner,	saved	by
grace."	No,	 you	 are	not!	 You	were	 a	 sinner;	 you	 got	 saved	 by
grace!

You	 can't	 be	 both	 at	 once.	 You	 are	 a	 new	 creation	 in	 Christ
Jesus.	You	have	been	born	into	the	kingdom	of	His	love.	As	far
as	 God	 is	 concerned,	 you	 are	 holy,	 blameless,	 and	 beyond
reproach.	So	quit	thinking,	speaking,	and	acting	like	the	world.
Let	go	of	all	those	religious	"sin	tags."

Begin	 confessing	 that	 you	 are	 the	 righteousness	 of	 God	 in
Christ.

Your	Inheritance



What	does	it	mean	to	obtain	an	inheritance?

Acts	 20:32	 says,	 "And	 now,	 brethren,	 I	 commend	 you	 to	 God,
and	to	the	word	of	his	grace,	which	is	able	to	build	you	up,	and
to	give	you	an	inheritance	among	all	them	which	are	sanctified."
The	 Word	 is	 what	 will	 build	 you	 up	 and	 give	 you	 your
inheritance.

Ephesians	 1:11	 says,	 "In	 whom	 also	 we	 have	 obtained	 an
inheritance,	 being	 predestinated	 according	 to	 the	 purpose	 of
him	who	worketh	all	 things	after	 the	counsel	of	his	own	will."
This	 doesn't	 say	 you	 are	 going	 to	 obtain	 your	 inheritance;	 it
says	you	have	already	obtained	it.	This	verse	of	scripture	is	past
tense.	You	have	obtained	an	inheritance.

You	have	been	accepted	in	the	beloved.	Part	of	your	inheritance
includes	your	 family	position	with	God	 in	heaven	after	you	 lay
down	your	body,	but	you	have	entered	into	your	inheritance	in
Him	right	now	here	on	this	earth.

You	have	the	right	to	operate	in	that	inheritance	today.

Colossians	 1:12	 says,	 "Giving	 thanks	 unto	 the	 Father,	 which
hath	 made	 us	 meet	 to	 be	partakers	 of	 the	 inheritance	 of	 the
saints	 in	 light."	 The	 word	 meet	 is	 an	 Old	 English	 word	 that
means	 able.	 God	 has	 made	 you	 able	 to	 be	 a	 partaker	 of	 the
inheritance	of	the	saints	in	light.

Verses	 13-14	 say,	 "Who	 hath	 delivered	 us	 from	 the	 power	 of
darkness,	and	hath	 translated	us	 into	 the	kingdom	of	his	dear
Son:	 In	 whom	 we	 have	 redemption	 through	 his	 blood."	 You
are	"the	redeemed."	Jesus	has	made	you	able	to	be	a	partaker	of
that	inheritance.	It's	yours!	You	are	able	to	receive	it	and	walk
in	it	because	God	has	said	you	are	able.	A	literal	translation	of
verse	12	 is,	 "Who	has	made	us	 able	 to	 enjoy	 our	 share	 of	 the
inheritance."	You	are	 to	give	 thanks	unto	 the	Father,	Who	has
made	you	able	to	enjoy	your	share	of	the	inheritance.	So	thank
God	 for	 it!	Praise	and	 thanksgiving	unto	 the	Father	play	a	big
part	in	receiving	your	inheritance.

What	did	you	inherit	in	Him?	Did	you	just	inherit	heaven	as	your
home?	No.	Hebrews	1:4	says,	"Being	made	so	much	better	than
the	angels	as	he	hath	by	inheritance	obtained	a	more	excellent
name	than	they."	You	have	inherited	Jesus'	authority	as	well	as
His	Name.	You	have	 inherited	 the	kingdom	of	God.	Colossians
2:9-10	says,	"For	in	him	dwelleth	all	the	fulness	of	the	Godhead
bodily.	 And	 ye	 are	 complete	 in	 him,	which	 is	 the	 head	 of	 all
principality	and	power."

There	is	embodied	in	you	all	that	is	in	the	Godhead—Jesus,	the
Spirit	of	God,	the	Heavenly	Father,	the	mind	of	Christ,	the	faith
of	God,	 the	 love	of	God.	You	have	 in	 you	 the	 very	 life	 of	God,



because	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus.

Everything	 Jesus	received	when	He	was	raised	 from	the	dead,
everything	that	has	happened	to	Jesus	since	He	was	raised	from
the	dead,	is	yours—not	just	part	of	it,	all	of	it!

When	 Jesus	was	 raised	 from	 the	dead,	He	received	a	glorified
body.	You	will	get	one,	too.

Where	did	Jesus	go	when	He	was	raised?	To	the	right	hand	of
the	Father.	That's	where	you	are	now!	Ephesians	2:6	says,	"And
hath	raised	us	up	together,	and	made	us	sit	together	in	heavenly
places	 in	Christ	 Jesus."	 Jesus	was	raised	 from	the	dead	by	 the
mighty	power	of	God	and	was	seated	at	His	own	right	hand	in
the	heavenly	places.	That	same	mighty	power	of	God	worked	in
you	when	you	made	Jesus	the	Lord	of	your	life.	It	raised	you	up
and	set	you	in	heavenly	places	in	Christ	Jesus.

He	 is	 in	 you	 and	 you	 are	 in	 Him.	 His	 inheritance	 and	 your
inheritance	are	one	and	the	same.	You	are	a	joint	heir	with	Him.

The	Apostle	Paul	prayed	that	the	eyes	of	our	understanding	be
enlightened	 to	 know	 the	glory	 of	 our	 inheritance	 in	 the	 saints
and	 the	 exceeding	 greatness	 of	 God's	 power	 toward	 us	 who
believe	(Ephesians	1:18-19).

The	 exceeding	 greatness	 of	 His	 power.	 What	 does	 His	 power
mean	to	the	believer?	Let's	read	on	in	Ephesians	1:20-23:

Which	he	wrought	in	Christ,	when	he	raised	him	from	the
dead,	and	set	him	at	his	own	right	hand	 in	the	heavenly
places,	 Far	 above	 all	principality,	 and	 power,	 and	 might,
and	dominion,	and	every	name	that	is	named,	not	only	in
this	world,	but	also	in	that	which	is	to	come:	And	hath	put
all	 things	 under	 his	 feet,	 and	 gave	 him	 to	 be	 the	 head
over	 all	 things	 to	 the	 church,	 Which	 is	 his	 body,	 the
fulness	of	him	that	filleth	all	in	all.

The	Body	of	Christ	is	"the	fullness	of	Him."

He	is	not	full	and	complete	without	you	and	you	are	not	full	and
complete	without	Him.

Colossians	 1:21-23	 says,	 "And	 you...hath	 he	 reconciled	 In	 the
body	 of	 his	 flesh	 through	 death,	 to	 present	 you	 holy	 and
unblameable	and	unreproveable	 in	 his	 sight:	 If	 ye	 continue	 in
the	faith	grounded	and	settled,	and	be	not	moved	away	from	the
hope	of	the	gospel,	which	ye	have	heard."	Don't	be	moved	away
from	the	gospel.

Don't	be	moved	away	 from	 the	 things	 the	Word	 is	 telling	 you.
Don't	 think:	That	 couldn't	 be	 for	me.	 Don't	 allow	 the	 devil	 or



anyone	 else	 to	 move	 you	 away	 from	 the	 inheritance	 that
rightfully	 belongs	 to	 you	 in	Christ	 Jesus.	When	 the	Word	 says
that	you	are	holy,	unblameable	and	unreproveable	 in	 the	sight
of	God,	then	receive	it.

We	see	from	God's	Word	that	 in	Him	you	are	holy	and	without
blame	before	God.

Philippians	2:15	says,	"That	ye	may	be	blameless	and	harmless,
the	sons	of	God,	without	rebuke,	in	the	midst	of	a	crooked	and
perverse	nation,	among	whom	ye	shine	as	 lights	 in	the	world."
We	shine	as	lights.	Where?	In	the	world.

You	are	in	the	Body	of	Christ	here	on	earth.

If	 you	 are	 in	 His	 Body,	 then	 you	 are	 in	 Him.	 You	 are	 His
workmanship,	 created	 in	Christ	 Jesus.	 In	 the	 eyes	 of	God	 you
are	holy	 and	blameless,	 beyond	 reproach	 and	without	 rebuke.
You,	as	a	believer,	are	to	hold	forth	the	Word	of	life	in	the	midst
of	a	crooked	and	perverse	generation.

If	 you	have	 a	working	 revelation	 of	 your	 redemption	 in	Christ
Jesus,	 there	 is	not	one	prayer	that	needs	to	go	unanswered	or
any	 need	 that	 has	 to	 go	 unmet.	 When	 you	 see	 that	 your
inheritance	 contains	 a	 complete	 redemption	 from	 the	 curse	 of
the	 Law,	 you	 will	 want	 to	 close	 the	 door	 to	 Satan	 and	 to	 the
things	of	this	world.	You	are	redeemed	from	the	curse,	so	don't
allow	it	to	operate	in	your	affairs.

Isaiah	54:17	says,	"no	weapon	that	is	formed	against	thee	shall
prosper;	 and	 every	 tongue	 that	 shall	 rise	 against	 thee	 in
judgment	 thou	 shalt	 condemn.	 This	 is	 the	 heritage	 of	 the
servants	of	the	Lord,	and	their	righteousness	is	of	me,	saith	the
Lord."	 Your	 righteousness	 is	 of	 the	 Lord.	 You	 need	 to	 see
yourself	 in	Him.	 See	 yourself	 the	way	 the	Word	 says	 you	 are,
not	how	you	are	going	to	be.

John	said,	"Beloved,	now	are	we	the	sons	of	God"	 (1	 John	3:2).
When?	NOW!	Paul	wrote	in	Galatians	4:7,	"Wherefore	 thou	art
no	more	a	servant,	but	a	son;	and	if	a	son,	then	an	heir	of	God
through	Christ."

God's	 Word	 has	 the	 capacity	 and	 the	 power	 to	 give	 you	 an
inheritance.	Ephesians	1:3	says,

"Blessed	be	 the	God	and	Father	of	our	Lord	 Jesus	Christ,	who
hath	blessed	us	with	all	spiritual	blessings	in	heavenly	places	in
Christ."	God	has	already	unleashed	in	your	life	all	the	blessings
that	heaven	has	to	offer.	They	are	already	yours!

But	 God	 won't	 force	 them	 on	 you.	 You	 have	 to	 accept	 your
inheritance	in	Christ	Jesus	and	allow	it	to	be	a	part	of	your	life



before	you	will	be	able	to	walk	in	it.

Living	in	Righteousness

Therefore	 if	any	man	be	 in	Christ,	he	 is	a	new	creature:
old	things	are	passed	away;	behold	all	things	are	become
new.	And	all	things	are	of	God,	who	hath	reconciled	us	to
himself	by	Jesus	Christ,	and	hath	given	to	us	the	ministry
of	 reconciliation;	 to	 wit,	 (or	 to	 know)	 that	 God	 was	 in
Christ,	reconciling	 the	world	unto	himself,	not	 imputing
their	trespasses	unto	them;	and	hath	committed	unto	us
the	word	of	reconciliation.	 .For	he	(God)	hath	made	him
(Jesus)	to	be	sin	 for	us,	who	knew	no	sin;	 that	we	might
be	made	the	righteousness	of	God	 in	him	(2	Corinthians
5:17-21).

Being	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 makes	 you	 a	 new	 creature,	 or	 a	 new
creation.	 The	 literal	 Greek	 text	 says	 a	 new	 species	 of	 being
which	never	existed	before.	When	you	become	a	new	creature,
your	spirit	is	completely	re-created.

Old	 things	 are	 passed	 away,	 all	 things	 become	 new,	 and	 all
things	 are	 of	 God.	 You	 need	 to	 realize	 that	 you	 are	 not	 a
spiritual	 schizophrenic—half-God	 and	 half-Satan—you	 are	 all-
God.	The	problem	area	is	not	in	your	spirit;	it	lies	in	your	mind
and	body.	It	is	every	believer's	responsibility	to	take	God's	Word
and	 renew	his	mind,	 then	he	can	use	 that	Word	 to	control	his
body.	Look	at	Ephesians	4:20-24:

But	 ye	have	not	 so	 learned	Christ;	 If	 so	 be	 that	 ye	 have
heard	him,	and	have	been	taught	by	him,	as	the	truth	in
Jesus:	That	ye	put	off	concerning	the	former	conversation
the	old	man,	which	 is	corrupt	according	 to	 the	deceitful
lusts;	And	be	renewed	in	the	spirit	of	your	mind;	And	that
ye	 put	 on	 the	 new	 man,	 which	 after	 God	 is	 created	 in
righteousness	and	true	holiness.

In	 Paul's	 letter	 to	 the	 Ephesian	 church,	 he	 was	 explaining	 to
them	 that	 they	 had	 been	 delivered	 from	 their	 sinful	 flesh	 and
had	 been	 re-created	 in	 righteousness.	 However,	 it	 was	 their
responsibility	as	an	act	of	 their	will	 to	put	on	 the	new	man	 in
Christ	 and	 stop	 the	 works	 of	 the	 flesh.	 The	 same	 principle
applies	 to	 you	 and	 me	 as	 believers	 today.	 We	 have	 been	 re-
created	by	God	in	the	spirit,	but	we	must	take	the	Word	of	God
and	use	it	to	renew	our	minds	and	control	our	flesh.

Just	knowing	that	you	have	been	made	the	righteousness	of	God
in	Christ	is	not	enough.

You	need	to	have	a	full	understanding	of	what	righteousness	is
and	 what	 it	 means	 to	 you	 as	 an	 individual	 believer.	 Many
sincere	Christians	are	living	far	below	their	privileges	in	Christ



simply	because	they	do	not	understand	their	place	as	a	child	of
God.	 Righteousness	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	 vital	 areas	 in	 the
Christian	walk.	Without	a	knowledge	of	righteousness,	you	will
never	obtain	all	that	is	yours	in	God.

The	 word	 translated	 righteousness	 literally	 means	 to	 be	 in
right-standing.	When	a	person	receives	Jesus	as	Lord	of	his	life,
he	is	made	righteous.	By	being	brought	into	right-standing	with
God,	every	believer	is	given	certain	privileges	or	rights	as	God's
child.

Some	 people	 confuse	 righteousness	 with	 holiness,	 but
righteousness	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	way	you	act.	Holiness
is	 your	 conduct;	 righteousness	 is	what	 you	 are—the	 nature	 of
God.	 You	 didn't	 come	 into	 right-standing	 with	 God	 by	 being
good	 or	 acting	 right.	 It	 was	 faith	 in	 Jesus	 Christ	 and	 His
redemptive	 work	 at	 Calvary	 that	 brought	 you	 into	 right-
standing	with	God.

Your	 position	 in	 the	 Body	 of	 Christ	 can	 be	 compared	 to	 your
position	 as	 a	 citizen	 of	 the	 United	 States.	 As	 an	 American
citizen,	 you	 have	 certain	 rights	 that	 are	 outlined	 in	 the
Constitution.	 These	 rights	 are	 called	 "The	Bill	 of	Rights."	Had
our	forefathers	been	using	Old	English	terminology,	they	would
have	called	it,

"The	Bill	of	Righteousness."	As	long	as	you	obey	the	laws	of	the
land,	you	are	a	citizen	in	right-standing	with	the	United	States
government.

These	same	principles	apply	 to	you	as	a	child	of	God.	Being	a
believer	 (being	 in	 Christ	 Jesus)	 makes	 you	 a	 citizen	 in	 the
kingdom	of	God	and	entitles	you	to	everything	in	that	kingdom.
The	Bible	 is	 your	 spiritual	 "bill	 of	 righteousness,"	 outlining	all
the	 rights	 and	 privileges	 available	 to	 you;	whether	 or	 not	 you
partake	of	your	rights	is	another	matter.

Ignorance	 will	 rob	 you	 of	 the	 abundant	 life	 that	 is	 freely
available	to	you.

The	best	 illustration	of	 this	 is	 the	story	of	 the	man	who	saved
for	 years	 to	 be	 able	 to	 buy	 a	 boat	 ticket	 to	America.	Once	he
had	saved	enough,	he	bought	his	 ticket	and	boarded	 the	ship.
Since	he	didn't	have	any	money	left	for	food,	he	brought	along
some	 crackers	 and	 cheese.	 Every	 evening	 at	 mealtime,	 he
would	 look	 into	 the	 dining	 room	 at	 the	 other	 passengers
enjoying	 their	 food,	 then	he	would	return	 to	his	cabin	and	eat
his	crackers	and	cheese.	The	day	the	ship	docked	in	New	York
harbor,	a	steward	came	to	him	and	said,	"Sir,	have	we	offended
you	in	any	way?	I	noticed	that	you	didn't	eat	any	of	your	meals
in	 our	 dining	 room."	 The	 man	 answered,	 "Oh,	 no!	 You	 see,	 I



didn't	have	enough	money	for	meals	so	I	ate	in	my	room."	Then
the	 steward	 said,	 "But	 sir,	 your	 meals	 were	 included	 in	 the
ticket!"

As	Christians,	we	have	an	abundance	of	privileges	available	to
us.	They	were	bought	and	paid	for	by	Jesus	at	Calvary.	But	if	we
don't	know	it,	how	can	we	take	advantage	of	them?

In	Ephesians	6:10-18,	the	Apostle	Paul	 is	describing	the	armor
of	God.	One	of	 the	most	 important	 pieces	 of	 this	 armor	 is	 the
breastplate	 of	 righteousness.	 A	 breastplate	 covers	 the
vital	parts	of	a	soldier's	body.	Your	right-standing	with	God	acts
as	 that	 breastplate.	 It	 covers	 the	 vital	 part	 of	 a	 Christian's
identity—his	 right	 to	 the	 authority	 provided	 for	 him	 in	 Jesus
Christ.

You	need	to	put	on	your	breastplate	of	righteousness	and	wear
it	 victoriously.	 It	 will	 bring	 the	 force	 of	 righteousness	 into
operation	on	your	behalf.

One	 of	 your	 rights	 in	 the	 kingdom	 is	 answered	 prayer.
According	to	1	Peter	3:12,

"The	eyes	of	 the	Lord	are	over	the	righteous,	and	his	ears	are
open	unto	their	prayers."	James	5:16

says,	"The	effectual	 fervent	prayer	of	a	righteous	man	availeth
much."	When	you	pray	in	faith,	you	have	a	right	to	expect	your
Heavenly	Father	to	answer.

Developing	 what	 I	 call	 a	 "righteousness	 consciousness"	 will
cause	 you	 to	 live	 an	 overcoming,	 victorious	 life.	 Jesus	 was	 in
right-standing	 with	 the	 Father	 during	 His	 earth	 walk	 and	 the
results	He	obtained	were	outstanding.

As	a	child	of	God	and	joint	heir	with	Jesus,	you	should	expect	to
receive	the	same	results.	Jesus	Himself	said,	"He	that	believeth
on	me,	the	works	that	I	do	shall	he	do	also;	and	greater	works
than	these	shall	he	do;	because	I	go	unto	my	Father"

(John	14:12).

Spend	 time	 in	God's	Word	and	 find	out	 for	 yourself	 the	 rights
you	 have.	When	 you	 do,	 righteousness	will	 become	 an	 active,
powerful	force	in	your	life.

Standing	in	a	Point	of	Authority

One	of	the	hardest	things	for	people	to	understand	and	receive
is	living	from	a	point	of	authority.

When	you	made	Jesus	the	Lord	of	your	life,	Colossians	1:13	says



you	 were	 delivered	 from	 the	 power	 of	 darkness.	 The	 word
power	 is	 literally	translated	authority.	You	have	been	delivered
from	the	power,	or	authority,	of	darkness	and	placed	into	God's
kingdom.	The	kingdom	of	God	includes	both	heaven	and	earth.

Jesus	said,	"All	power	is	given	unto	me	in	heaven	and	in	earth.
Go	ye	therefore"	(Matthew	28:18-19.)	That	power	was	given	to
you	as	part	of	your	inheritance	in	Christ	Jesus.	You	have	entered
into	this	position	of	authority	because	you	are	in	Him.

The	 Word	 says	 that	 righteousness	 has	 come	 upon	 all	 men
(Romans	5:18).	You	may	ask,

"Then	why	don't	all	men	become	righteous?"

Because	in	order	to	receive	it,	you	have	to	act	on	righteousness
from	the	point	of	authority.

On	November	2,	 1962,	 I	 used	my	authority	 as	 a	human	being
and	made	a	choice.	I	made	the	decision	to	receive	Jesus	as	Lord
of	 my	 life.	 At	 that	 moment,	 the	 righteousness	 that	 had	 been
upon	me	came	inside	me.	I	was	made	the	righteousness	of	God
in	Christ.	Second	Corinthians	5:21	says,	"He	hath	made	him	to
be	 sin	 for	 us,	 who	 knew	 not	 sin;	 that	 we	 might	 be	made	 the
righteousness	of	God	in	him."

Because	you	have	made	Jesus	your	Lord,	the	new	birth	is	now	a
reality	in	your	spirit.	You	have	been	made	the	righteousness	of
God	in	Him.	God	wants	to	treat	you	like	that.	He	wants	to	treat
you	 as	 if	 you	 had	 never	 sinned.	He	 sent	 Jesus	 to	 the	 cross	 to
bear	your	sin,	to	completely	wash	away	the	sin	that	had	been	in
you.

Because	you	are	in	Jesus,	God	sees	you	the	same	way	He	sees
Jesus.	He	wants	to	treat	you	like	He	treats	Jesus—so	let	Him!

God's	power	 is	 in	His	Word.	He	 is	 upholding	all	 things	by	 the
word	of	His	power	(Hebrews	1:3).	You	need	to	learn	to	minister
and	walk	from	a	point	of	authority.	In	His	earthwalk,	Jesus	said
such	things	as	"Be	thou	made	whole.

Take	up	your	bed	and	walk."	Then	to	a	lame	man	Peter	said	in
Acts	3:6,	"In	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Nazareth	rise	up	and
walk."	He,	too,	ministered	and	spoke	from	a	point	of	authority.

It's	time	for	you	as	a	believer	to	begin	to	act	that	way.	You	have
obtained	an	inheritance,	and	in	that	inheritance	you	have	been
given	all	authority.	The	God	of	the	universe	lives	inside	you!	He
lives	and	walks	in	you.	Become	God-inside-minded	and	you	will
begin	to	walk	in	this	point	of	authority.

Keep	right	on	building	yourself	up	in	your	inheritance.	You	live



in	a	world	that	is	full	of	evil	influences.	Satan	wants	to	see	to	it
that	you	forget	the	reality	of	being	born	again.	When	you	see	in
the	Word	that	you	are	in	Christ	Jesus,	that	you	are	in	Him,	then
confess	 it	 with	 all	 of	 your	 heart.	 Then	 you	 will	 be	 strong,
standing	 in	 a	 point	 of	 authority	 and	 operating	 in	 your
inheritance	in	Him.

Let	This	Mind	Be	in	You

Philippians	2:5-6	says,	"Let	this	mind	be	in	you,	which	was	also
in	Christ	 Jesus:	Who,	being	 in	 the	 form	of	God,	 thought	 it	 not
robbery	to	be	equal	with	God."	You	are	 to	 think	 the	way	Jesus
thought.	He	didn't	think	it	robbery	to	be	equal	with	God.

Then	verse	8	says,	"He	humbled	himself,	and	became	obedient
unto	 death,	 even	 the	 death	 of	 the	cross."	 You	 have	 to	 humble
yourself.	 No	 one	 else	 can	 humble	 you.	 You	 are	 to	 humble
yourself	under	 the	mighty	hand	of	God,	and	at	 the	same	 time,
keep	 in	mind	 that	you	are	a	 joint	heir	with	 Jesus	 (1	Peter	5:6,
Romans	8:17).

Kings	and	Priests

According	to	Romans	8:29,	Jesus	is	"the	firstborn	among	many
brethren."	Glory	to	God!

Jesus	is	no	longer	the	only	begotten	Son	of	God.

Revelation	1:5-6	describes	 Jesus	as	"the	prince	of	 the	kings	of
the	earth.	Unto	him	that	loved	us,	and	washed	us	from	our	sins
in	his	own	blood,	And	hath	made	us	kings	and	priests	unto	God
and	his	Father;	to	him	be	glory	and	dominion	for	ever	and	ever."
You	 have	been	made	a	 king	and	a	priest	 unto	God	because	of
Jesus	and	the	inheritance	that	He	provided	for	you.

From	the	book	of	Acts	to	the	Revelation	of	John,	Jesus	is	known
as	the	first	begotten	from	the	dead.	If	there	is	a	firstborn,	then
there	has	to	be	a	secondborn,	a	thirdborn,	a	fourth-born,	etc.

Every	believer	is	counted	as	a	child	of	God.	We	are	members	of
God's	family	and	heirs	to	all	He	has.

Jesus	has	made	you	a	king	and	a	priest.	He	has	made	you	the
righteousness	of	God	in	Him.

In	Him,	you	are	the	accepted.	In	Him,	you	are	the	beloved.	You
are	His	chosen	and	His	elect—a	royal	priesthood	that	has	been
bought	with	His	blood	and	made	His	own	child.

First	John	4:17	says,	"Herein	is	our	love	made	perfect,	 that	we
may	have	boldness	in	the	day	of	judgment:	because	as	he	is,	so
are	we	in	this	world."	As	He	is,	so	are	you	in	this	world!



Because	you	have	accepted	the	sacrifice	of	Jesus	at	Calvary	and
received	 Him	 as	 your	 Lord,	 you	 have	 the	 power	 and	 the
authority	 to	walk	 in	 the	 inheritance	 that	He	made	available	 to
you.	But	 if	 you	don't	 know	what	 is	 yours	 and	what	belongs	 to
you,	you	won't	be	able	to	enjoy	the	benefits	of	it.	Find	out	what
is	 included	 in	 your	 inheritance	 in	Christ	 Jesus	 and	 then	 resist
any	influence	that	would	try	to	convince	you	otherwise.

Luke	 12:31-32	 says,	 "But	 rather	 seek	 ye	 the	 kingdom	 of	 God;
and	 all	 these	 things	 shall	 be	 added	 unto	 you.	 Fear	 not,	 little
flock;	 for	 it	 is	 your	 Father's	 good	 pleasure	 to	 give	 you	 the
kingdom."

It	 is	 God's	 will	 to	 give	 you	 the	 kingdom,	 the	 whole	 kingdom!
When	the	reality	gets	down	in	your	heart	that	you	are	an	heir	of
Almighty	 God,	 that	 He	 has	 given	 you	 the	whole	 kingdom	 and
has	 instructed	 you	 to	 seek	 first	 that	 kingdom,	 then	 all	 the
benefits	of	your	inheritance	will	be	added	unto	you	and	you	will
grow	and	develop	in	God's	Word.

However,	you	will	never	receive	any	portion	of	your	inheritance
until	 you	 begin	 to	 acknowledge	 it.	 With	 your	 thoughts,	 your
words	and	your	actions,	you	acknowledge	the	fact	that	you	are
in	Christ	Jesus,	that	you	have	received	an	inheritance,	that	you
have	the	right	to	walk	in	all	the	blessings	and	promises	of	God's
Word.

Acknowledge	the	things	of	God	and	allow	the	assurance	of	them
to	enter	into	your	heart.

Then	see	them	become	a	part	of	your	life	in	every	area.

How	have	you	been	approaching	God.	.on	the	level	of	a	king	or
on	the	level	of	a	beggar?

Are	you	backing	your	way	 into	the	presence	of	God,	hoping	to
get	a	handout?

When	you	made	Jesus	your	Lord,	He	made	you	able	to	stand	in
the	presence	of	the	Father	God	as	a	king	and	a	priest,	not	as	a
beggar—as	the	righteousness	of	God	in	Christ,	not	as	a	sinner.
You	 have	 been	 redeemed	 out	 of	 the	 kingdom	 of	 darkness	 and
translated	 into	 the	kingdom	of	God's	dear	Son.	You	have	been
redeemed	 into	 kingship	 and	 priesthood.	 You	 are	 a	 king	 and	 a
priest	in	Christ	Jesus!

Prayer	for	Salvation	and	Baptism	in	the	Holy	Spirit

Heavenly	Father,	I	come	to	You	in	the	Name	of	Jesus.	Your	Word
says,	 "Whosoever	 shall	 call	 on	 the	 name	 of	 the	 Lord	 shall	 be
saved"	(Acts	2:21).	l	am	calling	on	You.	I	pray	and	ask	Jesus	to
come	 into	 my	 heart	 and	 be	 Lord	 over	 my	 life	 according	 to



Romans	10:9-10.	"If	thou	shalt	confess	with	thy	mouth	the	Lord
Jesus,	and	shalt	believe	in	thine	heart	that	God	hath	raised	him
from	 the	 dead,	 thou	 shalt	 be	 saved.	 For	 with	 the	 heart	 man
believeth	unto	righteousness;	and	with	the	mouth	confession	is
made	unto	salvation."	I	do	that	now.	I	confess	that	Jesus	is	Lord,
and	I	believe	in	my	heart	that	God	raised	Him	from	the	dead.

I	am	now	reborn!	I	am	a	Christian—a	child	of	Almighty	God!	I
am	 saved!	 You	 also	 said	 in	 Your	Word,	 "If	 ye	 then,	 being	 evil,
know	 how	 to	 give	 good	 gifts	 unto	 your	 children:	 HOW
MUCH	MORE	shall	your	heavenly	Father	give	the	Holy	Spirit	to
them	that	ask	him?"	(Luke	11:13).	I'm	also	asking	You	to	fill	me
with	the	Holy	Spirit.

Holy	Spirit,	rise	up	within	me	as	I	praise	God.	I	fully	expect	to
speak	 with	 other	 tongues	 as	 You	 give	me	 the	 utterance	 (Acts
2:4).	In	Jesus'	Name.

Amen!

Begin	 to	praise	God	 for	 filling	you	with	 the	Holy	Spirit.	Speak
those	 words	 and	 syllables	 you	 receive—not	 in	 your	 own
language,	but	the	language	given	to	you	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	You
have	 to	 use	 your	 own	 voice.	 God	will	 not	 force	 you	 to	 speak.
Don't	 be	 concerned	 with	 how	 it	 sounds.	 It	 is	 a	 heavenly
language!

Continue	with	 the	blessing	God	has	given	you	and	pray	 in	 the
spirit	every	day.

You	are	a	born-again,	Spirit-filled	believer.

You'll	never	be	the	same!

Find	a	good	church	that	boldly	preaches	God's	Word	and	obeys
it.	Become	a	part	of	a	church	family	who	will	love	and	care	for
you	as	you	love	and	care	for	them.

We	 need	 to	 be	 connected	 to	 each	 other.	 It	 increases	 our
strength	in	God.	It's	God's	plan	for	us.

Make	 it	 a	 habit	 to	 watch	 the	 Believer's	 Voice	 of	 Victory
television	 broadcast	 and	 become	 a	 doer	 of	 the	 Word	 who	 is
blessed	by	his	doing	(James	1:22-25).
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