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Section 1: THE SHEEP
Chapter 1
What Makes Sheep Lie Down
O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
For he is our God; and WE ARE THE PEOPLE OF HIS PASTURE, AND THE
SHEEP OF HIS HAND…
Psalm 95:6-7
In the Word of God, His people are called sheep. Jesus described us as “sheep
without a shepherd”. It is important to understand the life and behaviour of sheep in
order to lead them effectively. You must see yourself as a sheep in relation to God

and in relation to your pastor. You must also see your church members as sheep in
order to understand them better. In the twenty-third Psalm we see how David
describes the life of a sheep from his own experience as a shepherd. This vivid
description of “sheep life” comes from the mouth of an experienced Israelite shepherd
who pictures himself as God’s own sheep.
Because the Lord is my Shepherd, I have everything I need!
He lets me rest in the meadow grass and leads me beside the quiet streams. He
gives me new strength. He helps me do what honors him the most.
Even when walking through the dark valley of death I will not be afraid, for you
are close beside me, guarding, guiding all the way.
You provide delicious food for me in the presence of my enemies. You have
welcomed me as your guest; blessings overflow!
Your goodness and unfailing kindness shall be with me all of my life, and
afterwards I will live with you forever in your home.
Psalm 23:1-6 (The Living Bible)
I was excited to discover many similar parallels in the life of a sheep as revealed by a
modern-day shepherd, W. Phillip Keller, who worked for eight years as a sheep owner
and sheep rancher in British Columbia. He had the practical experience of
shepherding in a modern context and gives amazing confirmation to the revelations of
Psalm 23.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. HE MAKETH ME TO LIE
DOWN in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
Psalm 23:1-2
Sheep lie down only under certain circumstances. You must be able to make the
sheep in your church lie down and stay with you. You must stabilize the frightened
sheep and keep people in a family around you. From his experience as a shepherd,
Phillip Keller shares a few things that will make the sheep lie down. Each one of the
four points below reveals why some people cannot stay in a church. Tension with
other members, fear, demonic attacks and lack of good food from the pulpit are all
reasons why sheep do not settle down in churches. Phillip Keller says:
1. Sheep will lie down when they are free from fear: Owing to their timidity they
refuse to lie down unless they are free of all fear. Sheep are so timid and easily
panicked that even a stray jackrabbit suddenly bounding from behind a bush can
stampede a whole flock. When one startled sheep runs in fright a dozen others will
bolt with it in blind fear, not waiting to see what frightened them.
2. Sheep will lie down when there is no tension with others of their kind: Because
of the social behaviour within a flock, sheep will not lie down unless they are free
from friction with others of their kind.

3. Sheep will lie down when they are not tormented by flies or parasites: If
tormented by flies or parasites sheep will not lie down. Only when free of these pests
can they relax.
4. Sheep will lie down when they are free from hunger: Sheep will not lie down as
long as they feel in need of finding food. They must be free from hunger. To be at
rest there must be a definite sense of freedom from fear, tension, aggravations and
hunger.1
Chapter 2
Why Sheep Need Water
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: HE LEADETH ME BESIDE THE STILL WATERS.
Psalm 23:1-2
Our modern shepherd, Phillip Keller, describes his experiences with sheep and shares
how sheep need a lot of water to live normally. He noticed that when the sheep do
not get the waters of the Spirit they need, they seek for it in all the wrong places. This
teaches us that every shepherd must minister and provide the water of the Holy Spirit
for the sheep. Pastors must be spiritual and minister powerfully from the anointing of
the Holy Spirit. The lack of anointed ministry from the pulpit is the reason why
church members are found seeking solutions from occultic sources and witchcraft
power.
Phillip Keller says:
Just as the physical body has a capacity and need for water, so Scripture points out to
us clearly that the human soul has a capacity and need for the water of the Spirit of the
eternal God. When sheep are thirsty they become restless and set out in search of
water. If they are not led to good water they will often end up drinking from the
polluted pot holes where they pick up internal parasites such as nematodes, liver
flukes, and other germs.
They remind me very much of a bunch of sheep I watched one day which were being
led down to a magnificent mountain stream. The snow-fed waters were flowing pure
and clear and crystal clean between lovely banks of trees. But on the way several
stubborn ewes and their lambs stopped, instead, to drink from small, dirty, muddy
pools beside the trail. The water was filthy and polluted not only with the churned up
mud from the passing sheep but even with the manure and urine of previous flocks
that had passed that way. Still these stubborn sheep were quite sure it was the best
drink obtainable.
The water itself was filthy and unfit for them. Much more, it was obviously
contaminated with nematodes and liver fluke eggs that would eventually riddle them
with internal parasites and diseases of destructive impact.

There are three main sources of water for sheep: springs and streams, dew on the
grass, and deep wells. The body of an animal such as a sheep is composed of about
70 per cent water on an average. Water is used to maintain normal body metabolism;
it is a portion of every cell, contributing to its turgidity and normal life functions.
Water therefore determines the vitality, strength and vigour of the sheep.2
Chapter 3
What It Means for Sheep to Be Cast Down
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me?
hope thou in God…
Psalm 42:11
Our modern shepherd also describes his experiences with sheep and shares what it
means for a sheep to be cast down. It is interesting to discover how any of the sheep
can become helpless and unable to stand on its feet without help. The parallel
between real sheep and real people is striking, to say the least.
Phillip Keller shares his experiences as a sheep owner working with real sheep. He
says:
Cast or cast down is an old English shepherd’s term for a sheep that has turned over
on its back and cannot get up again by itself. A cast sheep is a very pathetic sight.
Lying on its back, its feet in the air, it flays away frantically struggling to stand up,
without success. Sometimes it will bleat a little for help, but generally it lies there
lashing about in frightened frustration.
If the owner does not arrive on the scene within a reasonably short time, the sheep
will die. This is but another reason why it is so essential for a careful shepherd to
look over his flock every day, counting them to see that all are able to be up and on
their feet. If one or two are missing, often the first thought to flash into his mind is,
One of my sheep is cast somewhere. I must go in search and set it on its feet again.
It is not only the shepherd who keeps a sharp eye for cast sheep but also the predators.
Buzzards, vultures, dogs, coyotes and cougars all know that a cast sheep is easy prey
and death is not far off.
This knowledge that any cast sheep is helpless, close to death and vulnerable to attack
makes the whole problem of cast sheep serious for the manager. Nothing seems to so
arouse his constant care and diligent attention to the flock as the fact that even the
largest, fattest, strongest and sometimes healthiest sheep can become cast and be a
casualty. Actually it is often the fat sheep that are the most easily cast.
This is how it happens: A heavy, fat or long-fleeced sheep will lie down comfortably
in some little hollow or depression in the ground. It may roll on its side slightly to
stretch out or relax. Suddenly the centre of gravity in the body shifts so that it turns
on its back far enough that the feet no longer touch the ground. It may feel a sense of

panic and start to paw frantically. Frequently this only makes things worse. It rolls
over even further. Now it is quite impossible for it to regain its feet.
As it lies there struggling, gases begin to build up in the rumen. As these expand they
tend to retard and cut off blood circulation to extremities of the body, especially the
legs. If the weather is very hot and sunny, a cast sheep can die in a few hours. If it is
cool and cloudy and rainy, it may survive in this position for several days.
A shepherd would spend hours searching for a single sheep that is missing. More
often he would see it at a distance, down on its back and lying helpless. He would
start to run toward it – hurrying as fast as he can – for every minute is critical. Within
the shepherd is a mingled sense of fear and joy: fear that it might be too late; joy that
it was found at all.
As soon as the shepherd reaches the cast ewe, his first impulse is to pick it up.
Tenderly he would roll the sheep over on its side. This would relieve the pressure of
gases in the rumen. If the sheep had been down for long the shepherd would have to
lift it onto its feet. Then, straddling the sheep with his legs the shepherd would hold
the sheep erect, rubbing its limbs to restore the circulation to its legs. This often took
quite a little time. When the sheep started to walk again it often just stumbled,
staggered and collapsed in a heap once more.
Little by little the sheep would regain its equilibrium. It would start to walk steadily
and surely. By and by it would dash away to rejoin the others, set free from its fears
and frustrations, given another chance to live a little longer. Sheep are cast down for
different reasons.
1. The sheep that chose the comfortable, soft, rounded hollows in the ground in
which to lie down very often become cast. In such a situation it is so easy to roll
over on their backs.
In the Christian life there is great danger in always looking for the easy place, the
cosy corner, the comfortable position where there is no hardship, no need for
endurance, no demand upon self-discipline.
2. Having too much wool can cause a sheep to be cast down. Often when the
fleece becomes very long and heavily matted with mud, manure, burrs and other
debris, it is much easier for a sheep to become cast, literally weighed down with its
own wool.
“Wool” in Scripture depicts the old self-life in the Christian. It is the outward
expression of an inner attitude, the assertion of our own desire and hopes and
aspirations. It is the area of our lives in which we are continually in contact with the
world around us. Here is where we find the clinging accumulation of things, of
possessions, of worldly ideas weighing, dragging and holding us down.
It is significant that no high priest was ever allowed to wear wool when he entered the
Holy of Holies. This spoke of self, pride and personal preference – and God would
not tolerate it.

When a sheep is cast because it has too long and heavy a fleece the shepherd takes
swift steps to remedy the situation. He would shear it clean and forestall the danger
of having the ewe lose its life. This is not a pleasant process. Sheep do not really
enjoy being sheared. It also represents hard work for the shepherd, but it must be
done.
3. Being too fat can cause a sheep to be cast. It is a well-known fact that over-fat
sheep are neither the healthiest nor the most productive. And certainly it is the
fattest that most often are cast. Their weight simply makes it that much harder for
them to be agile and nimble on their feet. Once a shepherd even suspects that his
sheep are becoming cast because they are too fat he takes long-range steps to correct
the problem. He puts the ewes on a more rigorous ration: they get less grain and their
general condition is watched more closely. The aim of the shepherd is to see that the
sheep are strong, sturdy and energetic and not fat, flabby and weak.3
Chapter 4
Why Sheep Need Guidance
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: HE LEADETH ME in the paths of righteousness for his
name's sake.
Psalm 23:1-3
Without guidance our church members would go astray and their lives would be
destroyed. Many people have self-destructive patterns built into their lives. The
modern shepherd reveals how sheep need guidance. He tells us that when sheep are
left to themselves they go astray and destroy themselves with negative self-destructive
patterns.
He shares:
A commonly held but serious misconception about sheep is that they can just “get
along anywhere.” The truth is quite the reverse. No other class of livestock requires
more careful handling, more detailed direction than do sheep. Just as sheep will
blindly, habitually and stupidly follow one another along the same little trails until
they become ruts that erode into gigantic gullies, so we humans cling to the same
habits that we have seen ruin other lives.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Isaiah 53:6
Sheep have to be managed and handled with intelligent care. When sheep are left to
themselves they go their own way and according to the whims of their own
destructive habits.

1. Without guidance sheep would follow the same trails until they became ruts.
The sheep would gnaw the grass to the very ground until even the roots are damaged.
In such places, the grass roots are pawed out of the soil, leaving utter barrenness
behind. Such abuse means loss of fertility and the exposure of the land to all ravages
of erosion.
2. Without guidance sheep would graze the same hills until they turned into
desert wastes. Both land and owner are ruined while the sheep become thin, wasted
and sickly. The greatest single safeguard which a shepherd has in handling his flock
is to keep them on the move. They must be shifted from pasture to pasture
periodically.
3. Without guidance sheep would pollute their own ground until it was corrupt
with disease and parasites. Because of the behaviour of sheep and their preference
for certain favoured spots, these well-worn areas become quickly invested with
parasites of all kinds. In a short time a whole flock can thus become infested with
worms, nematodes and scab.4
Seven Signs That You Are Following a Shepherd
1.Prosperity. The first sign that you are being led by a shepherd is prosperity.
Prosperity always comes to someone who obeys the voice of the Lord.
The LORD is my shepherd; I SHALL NOT WANT.
Psalms 23:1
2. Calmness. The second sign that you are being led by a shepherd is calmness,
restfulness and assurance.
…he leadeth me beside the STILL WATERS.
Psalms 23:2
3. Spiritual food. Someone who is under the care of a shepherd is filled with the
Word of God.
He maketh me to lie down in GREEN PASTURES…
Psalms 23:2
4. Comfort. Receiving comfort is another blessing of being close to your shepherd.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; THY ROD AND THY STAFF THEY COMFORT ME.
Psalms 23:4
5. Anointing. People who follow the shepherd become anointed. The anointing is a
sign that you are truly following the Lord.
…thou ANOINTEST MY HEAD with oil; my cup runneth over.
Psalms 23:5

6. Goodness and mercy. If you are following the shepherd you must expect good
things and merciful things to abound in your life. Goodness and mercy in your life is
a sign that you are following the shepherd.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life…
Psalms 23:6
7. Eternal joy. Eternal joy is the portion of those who follow the shepherd.
…. I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
Psalms 23:6
Chapter 5
Why Sheep Need Green Pastures
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
Psalm 23:1-2
Once again, our modern shepherd describes how sheep need fresh pastures to graze
on. He describes how the reputation of the shepherd is determined by how he is able
to arrange different feeding pastures for the sheep. He says and I quote:
There must be a predetermined plan of action; a deliberate planned rotation from one
grazing ground to another in line with right and proper principles of sound
management. The owner’s name and reputation depends on how effectively and
efficiently he keeps his charges moving onto wholesome, new and fresh forage. That
is what David had in mind when he spoke of being led in paths of righteousness.
A shepherd must have an intimate knowledge of his pastures. He must be all over the
grounds again and again. He must know every advantage and every drawback. He
must know where his flock will thrive and be aware of where the feed is poor so he
knows where to guide the sheep to. Whenever a shepherd opens a gate into a fresh
pasture the sheep are filled with excitement. As they go through the gate even the
staid old ewes will often kick up their heels and leap with delight at the prospect of
finding fresh feed. How they enjoy being led onto new ground!
In my mind’s eye I can see my flock again. The gentleness, stillness and the softness
of early morning always found my sheep knee-deep in dew-drenched grass. There
they fed heavily and contentedly. As the sun rose and its heat burned the dewdrops
from the leaves, the flock would retire to find shade. There, fully satisfied and happily
refreshed, they would lie down to rest and ruminate through the day. Nothing pleased
me more.5
Chapter 6
Why Sheep Need to Go through Valleys
Yea, THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Psalm 23:4
Our modern shepherd also describes his experiences with sheep and shares how sheep
need to be taken through valleys. It is interesting to note that shepherds do not only
lead their sheep through the high ground but also take them through valleys. Many of
us think that if God is with us He will lead us only on the high ground. But a valley
speaks of the low times and low seasons of our lives.
We learn how the shepherd does not leave the sheep in valleys but leads them through
the dark and frightening valleys and back to the high ground. Is this not a description
of our very own lives? How many times have we been through dark and lonely
valleys when it was only the voice of the shepherd that sustained us? How many
times have church members depended on the reassurance and strength of their pastor?
Once again, I quote from the experiences of a real hands-on shepherd who had the
experience of practising real shepherding techniques.
He says:
1. Most of the efficient shepherds endeavour to take their flocks onto distant
ranges during summer. This often entails long “drives”. The sheep move along
slowly, feeding as they go, gradually working their way up the mountains behind the
receding snow. By late summer they are well up on the remote alpine meadows above
the timberline.
With the approach of autumn, early snow settles on the highest ridges, relentlessly
forcing the flock to withdraw down to lower elevations. Finally, toward the end of the
year as fall passes, the sheep are driven home to the ranch headquarters where they
will spend the winter.
During this time, the flock is entirely alone with the shepherd. They are in intimate
contact with him and under his most personal attention day and night.
Every mountain has valleys. Its sides are scarred by deep ravines and gulches and
draws. And the best route to the top is always along these valleys. Any shepherd
familiar with the high country knows this. He leads his flock gently, but persistently,
up the paths that wind through the dark valleys. It should be noticed that the verse
states, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death.” It does not
say I die there, or stop there- but rather “I walk through.”
2. It is in the valleys of our lives that we find refreshment from God Himself. It is
not until we have walked with Him through some very deep troubles that we discover
He can lead us to find our refreshment in Him right there in the midst of our
difficulty. Unless one has actually gone through such an experience it may seem
difficult to believe.
3. Only those who have been through such dark valleys can console, comfort and
encourage others in similar situations. Most of us do not want valleys in our lives.
We shrink from them with a sense of fear and foreboding. Yet in spite of our worst

misgivings God can bring great benefit and lasting benediction to others through those
valleys.
4. A shepherd chooses to take his flock through the valleys because generally the
richest feed and best forage are found along the route. The flock is moved along
gently – they are not hurried. The lambs have never been this way before. The
shepherd wants to be sure there will not only be water but also the best grazing
available for the ewes and their lambs. Generally the choicest meadows are in these
valleys along the stream banks. Here the sheep can feed as they move toward the
high country.6
Chapter 7
What It Means for Sheep to Be Discontented
The modern shepherd describes how real sheep can be discontented and cause trouble
for the rest of the flock. The description of real sheep causing division,
discontentment and confusion teaches every shepherd not to be surprised by similar
manifestations in “human sheep”. Indeed, the way a real shepherd deals with
confusion-causing sheep is a revelation for all pastors – execute the disloyal sheep
and eat them for supper!
Let’s learn from a modern shepherd. Here is another excerpt from the book, A
Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23:
“Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4).
In spite of having such a master and owner, the fact remains that some Christians are
still not content with His control. They are somewhat dissatisfied, always feeling that
somehow the grass beyond the fence must be a little greener. These are carnal
Christians – one might almost call them “fence crawlers” or “half-Christians” who
want the best of both worlds.
I once owned an ewe whose conduct exactly typified this sort of person. She was one
of the most attractive sheep that ever belonged to me. Her body was beautifully
proportioned. She had a strong constitution and an excellent coat of wool. Her head
was clean, alert, well-set with bright eyes. She bore sturdy lambs that matured
rapidly. But in spite of all these attractive attributes she had one pronounced fault.
She was restless discontent a fence crawler.
This one ewe produced more problems for me than almost all the rest of the flock
combined. No matter what field or pasture the sheep were in, she would search all
along the fences or shoreline (we lived by the sea) looking for a loophole she could
crawl through and start to feed on the other side. It was not that she lacked pasturage.
My fields were my joy and delight. No sheep in the district had better grazing.
With this sheep it was an ingrained habit. She was simply never contented with
things as they were. Often when she had forced her way through some such spot in a
fence or found a way around the end of the wire at low tide on the beaches, she would

end up feeding on bare, brown, burned-up pasturage of a most inferior sort. But she
never learned her lesson and continued to fence crawl time after time.
Now it would have been bad enough if she was the only one who did this. It was a
sufficient problem to find her and bring her back. But the further point was that she
taught her lambs the same tricks. They simply followed her example and soon were
as skilled at escaping as their mother.
Even worse, however, was the example she set for the other sheep. In short time she
began to lead others through the same holes and over the same dangerous paths down
by the sea.
After putting up with her perverseness for a summer, I finally came to the conclusion
that to save the rest of the flock from becoming unsettled, she would have to go. I
could not allow one obstinate, discontented ewe to ruin the whole ranch operation.
It was a difficult decision to make, for I loved her in the same way I loved the rest.
Her strength and beauty and alertness were a delight to the eye.
But one morning I took the killing knife in hand and butchered her. Her career of
fence crawling was cut short. It was the only solution to the dilemma. She was a
sheep, who, in spite of all that I had done to give her the very best care, still wanted
something else.7
Chapter 8
Why the Sheep Need a Rod
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; THY ROD and thy staff they COMFORT ME.
Psalm 23:4
Phillip Keller, a modern shepherd describes how the rod is the main equipment of the
shepherd. The rod therefore speaks of the Word of God which is used to deal with
men. It is the only basis of power and authority of the shepherd. A pastor must
treasure the Word of God and see it as his greatest tool in the ministry. The Word of
God does for the pastor what the rod does for the shepherd:
1. The rod is what the shepherd relies on to safeguard both himself and his flock in
danger.
2. The rod is the instrument the shepherd uses to discipline and correct any wayward
sheep that insists on wandering away.
3. The shepherd’s rod is his weapon of power and authority.
4. There is comfort and consolation in seeing the rod in the shepherd’s skilful hands.
The sheep asserts that the shepherd’s rod is a continuous comfort to him.
5. The rod is used by the shepherd for the welfare of his sheep – to discipline the
sheep.

6. The shepherd uses the rod to examine and count the sheep. “And I will cause you to
pass under the rod, and I will bring you into the bond of the covenant” (Ezekiel
20:37). To come “under the rod” means to come under the shepherd’s control and
authority; to be subject to the shepherd’s most careful, intimate and first-hand
examination. When a sheep passed “under the rod” it meant it had been counted and
looked over with great care to make sure that all was well with it.
7. The shepherd’s rod is an instrument of protection for both himself and his sheep
when they are in danger. It is used both as a defence and a deterrent against anything
that would attack.8
Chapter 9
Why the Sheep Need a Staff
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; THY ROD and thy staff they COMFORT ME.
Psalm 23:4
Our modern shepherd describes the difference between the staff and the rod. He tells
us that whereas the rod conveys the concept of authority, power and discipline and
defence against danger, the staff speaks of all that is longsuffering and kind. The
shepherd’s staff is a long, slender stick, often with a crook or hook on one end. It is
selected with care by the owner. It is shaped, smoothed and cut to best suit the
shepherd’s own personal use. The staff is a symbol of comfort and concern. It
demonstrates the compassion the shepherd has for his sheep.
Philip Keller says:
Being stubborn creatures, sheep often get into the most ridiculous and preposterous
dilemmas. I have seen my own sheep, greedy for one more mouthful of green grass,
climb down steep cliffs where they slipped and fell into the sea. Only my long
shepherd’s staff could lift them out of the water back unto solid ground again. One
winter day I spent several hours rescuing an ewe that had done this very thing several
times before. Her stubbornness was her undoing.
Another common occurrence was to find sheep stuck fast in labyrinths of wild roses
or brambles where they had pushed in to find a few stray mouthfuls of green grass.
Soon the thorns were so hooked in their wool they could not possibly pull free, tug as
they might. Only the use of a staff could free them from their entanglement.
Likewise with us. Many of our jams and impasses are of our own making. In
stubborn, self-willed self-assertion we keep pushing ourselves into a situation where
we cannot extricate ourselves. Then in tenderness, compassion, and care our Shepherd
comes to us. He draws near and in tenderness lifts us by His Spirit out of the difficulty
and dilemma. What patience God has with us! What longsuffering and compassion!
What forgiveness!
Your staff comforts me! Your Spirit, O Christ is my consolation!

It is rather fashionable in some contemporary Christian circles to discredit Satan.
There is a tendency to try and write him off or laugh him off as though he were just a
joke. Some deny that such a being as Satan even exists. Yet we see evidence of his
merciless attacks and carnage in society where men and women fall prey to his
cunning tactics every day. We see lives torn and marred and seared by his assaults
though we may never see him personally.
It reminds me of my encounters with cougars. On several occasions these cunning
creatures came in among my sheep at night working terrible havoc in the flock. Some
ewes were killed outright, their blood drained and livers eaten. Others were torn open
and badly clawed. In these cases the great cats seemed to chase and play with them in
their panic like a housecat would chase a mouse. Some had huge patches of wool torn
from their fleeces. In their frightened stampede some had stumbled and broken bones
or rushed over rough ground injuring legs and bodies.
Yet despite the damage, despite the dead sheep, despite the injuries and fear instilled
in the flock, I never once actually saw a cougar on my range. So cunning and so
skilful were their raids that they defy description.
At all times we would be wise to walk a little closer to Christ. This is one sure place
of safety. It was always the distant sheep, the roamers, the wanderers that were picked
off by the predators in an unsuspecting moment. Generally the attackers are gone
before the shepherd is alerted by their cry for help. Some sheep, of course, are utterly
dumb with fear under attack; they will not even give a plaintive bleat before their
blood is spilled.
The same is true of Christians. Many of us get into deep difficulty beyond ourselves;
we are stricken dumb with apprehension, unable even to call or cry out for help; we
just crumple under our adversary’s attack.10
Chapter 11
Why Sheep Need to Be Anointed with Oil
…THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL; my cup runneth over.
Psalm 23:5
Modern shepherding techniques also demonstrate the importance of being anointed.
The anointing oil of the shepherd is used to rub the sheep. The anointing oil wards off
flies and heals wounds. The flies speak of evil spirits that afflict our church members.
The wounds come from the experiences that people have in this life.
The people desperately need to be free from the demons that afflict, accuse and tempt
them continually. The people need to be healed of the bitter experiences of this life.
Only the anointing of the Holy Spirit can do this work in our hearts. Amazingly, our
modern shepherd once again reveals how the anointing is put to work practically to
fight flies and to heal the wounds of sheep.
1. How the Anointing Oil Fights Flies and Other Insects

In the terminology of the shepherd “summertime is fly time.” By this, reference is
made to the hordes of insects that emerge with the advent of warm weather. Only
those people who have kept livestock or studied wildlife habits are aware of the
serious problems for animals presented by insects in the summer.
To name just a few parasites that trouble stock and make their lives a misery: there
are warble flies, bot flies, heel flies, (nose) nasal flies, deer flies, black flies,
mosquitoes, gnats and other minute winged parasites that proliferate at this time of
year. Their attacks on animals can readily turn the golden summer months into a time
of torture for sheep and drive them almost to distraction.
Sheep are especially troubled by the nose fly, or nasal fly, as it is sometimes called.
These little flies buzz about the sheep’s head, attempting to deposit their eggs on the
damp mucous membranes of the sheep’s nose. If they are successful, the eggs will
hatch in a few days to form small, slender, worm-like larvae. They work their way up
the nasal passages into the sheep’s head; they burrow into the flesh and there set up an
intense irritation accompanied by severe inflammation.
For relief from this agonizing annoyance sheep will deliberately beat their heads
against trees, rocks, posts or brush. They will rub them in the soil and thrash around
against woody growth. In extreme cases of intense infestation a sheep may even kill
itself in a frenzied endeavour to gain respite from the aggravation. Often advanced
stages of infection from these flies will lead to blindness.
Because of all this when the nose flies hover around the flock some of the sheep
become frantic with fear and panic in their attempt to escape their tormentors. They
will stamp their feet erratically and race from place to place in the pasture trying
desperately to elude the flies. They will hide in any bush or woodland that offers
shelter. On some occasions they may refuse to graze in the open at all.
Only the strictest attention to the behaviour of the sheep by the shepherd can forestall
the difficulties of “fly time.” At the very first sign of flies among the flock he will
apply an antidote to their heads. A remedy composed of linseed oil, sulphur and tar
was smeared over the sheep’s nose and head as a protection against nose flies.
What an incredible transformation this would make among the sheep. Once the oil
had been applied to the sheep’s head there was an immediate change in behaviour.
Gone was the aggravation, gone the frenzy, gone the irritability and the restlessness.
Instead, the sheep would feed quietly again, then soon lie down in peaceful
contentment.
Just as with the sheep, there must be a continuous and renewed application of oil to
forestall the “flies” in my life; there must be a continuous anointing of God’s gracious
Spirit to counteract the ever-present aggravations of personality conflicts.
Only one application of oil, sulphur and tar was not enough for the entire summer. It
was a process that had to be repeated. The fresh application was the effective
antidote.

It is the daily anointing of God’s gracious Spirit upon my mind which produces in my
life such personality traits as joy, contentment, love, patience, gentleness and peace.
What a contrast this is to the tempers, frustration and irritableness which mar the daily
conduct of so many of God’s children.
2. How the Anointing Oil Heals Wounds
Summertime for the sheep is more than just fly time. It is also “scab time.” Scab is
an irritating and highly contagious disease common among sheep the world over.
Caused by a minute microscopic parasite that proliferates in warm weather, “scab”
spreads throughout a flock by direct contact between infected and non-infected
animals. Scab is most commonly found around the head. Sheep love to rub heads in
an affectionate and friendly manner. When two sheep rub together, the infection
spreads readily from one to the other.
In the Old Testament when it was declared that the sacrificial lambs should be
without blemish, the thought uppermost in the writer’s mind was that the animal
should be free of scab. In a very real and direct sense scab is significant of
contamination of sin and of evil.
As with flies, the only effective antidote is to apply linseed oil, sulphur and other
chemicals that control this disease. In Palestine the old remedy for this disease was
olive oil mixed with sulphur and spices.
In many sheep-rearing countries dips are built and the entire flock is put through the
dip. Each animal is completely submerged in the solution until its entire body is
soaked. The most difficult part to do is the head. The head has to be plunged under
repeatedly to insure that scab there will be controlled. Some shepherds take great care
to treat the head by hand.11
Chapter 12
Why Sheep Need the Shepherd’s Cup to Overflow
… thou anointest my head with oil; MY CUP RUNNETH OVER.
Psalm 23:5
I did not know that a shepherd has a literal cup until I learnt it from a real shepherd
who carried a bottle containing a mixture of brandy and water. This shepherd’s
mixture of brandy and water overflowed into a blessing of healing and restoration for
freezing sheep that were distressed by extreme weather. The overflowing cup of the
shepherd was a life-giving cup to the sheep.
Indeed, our Lord Jesus’ blood overflowed to bring salvation and healing to the whole
world. The cup of every pastor must overflow to bring life and healing to needy
sheep. Phillip Keller, an experienced shepherd, tells us how he practically ministered
to sheep from his “overflowing cup”.
He says:

Blizzards can blow up or sleet storms suddenly shroud the hills. The flock and their
owner can pass through appalling suffering together.
It is here that I grasp another aspect altogether of the meaning of a cup that overflows.
There is in every life a cup of suffering. Jesus Christ referred to His agony in the
garden of Gethsemane and at Calvary as His cup. And had it not overflowed with His
life poured out for men, we would have perished.
In tending my sheep I carried a bottle in my pocket containing a mixture of brandy
and water. Whenever a ewe or lamb was chilled from undue exposure to wet, cold
weather I would pour a few spoonfuls down his throat. In a matter of minutes the
chilled creature would be on its feet and full of renewed energy. It was especially cute
the way the lambs would wiggle their tails with joyous excitement as the warmth from
the brandy spread through their bodies.
The important thing was for me to be there on time, to find the frozen, chilled sheep
before it was too late. I had to be in the storm with them, alert to everyone that was in
distress. Some of the most vivid memories of my sheep ranching days are wrapped
around the awful storms my flock and I went through together.
I can see again the gray-black banks of storm clouds sweeping in off the sea; I can see
the sleet and hail and snow sweeping across the hills; I can see the sheep racing for
shelter in the tall timber; I can see them standing there soaked, chilled, and dejected.
Especially the young lambs went through appalling misery without the benefit of a
full, heavy fleece to protect them. Some would succumb and lie down in distress only
to become more cramped and chilled. Then it was that my mixture of brandy and
water came to their rescue. I’m sure the Palestine shepherds must have likewise
shared their wine with their chilled and frozen sheep.
What a picture of my Master, sharing the wine, the very life blood of His own
suffering from His overflowing cup, poured out at Calvary for me. He is there with
me in every storm. My Shepherd is alert to every approaching disaster that threatens
His people. He has been through the storms of suffering before. He bore our sorrows
and was acquainted with our grief.12
Chapter 13
Why Sheep Need to Dwell in the House of the Shepherd
… and I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD for ever.
Psalm 23:6
Dwelling in the house of the Lord speaks of living under the care of the Lord
wherever it may be. Whether in the mountains or the valleys, once we are under the
keeper’s protection we are in the house of the Lord. There is a difference between
sheep who are cared for by a good shepherd and those who are under the care of a
wicked and uncaring shepherd. Philip Keller gives a vivid illustration of this reality
from his own experiences as a shepherd:

I can never meditate on this last phrase in the Psalm without there welling up in my
memory vivid scenes from some of the early days on my first sheep ranch.
As winter, with its cold rains and chilling winds came on, my neighbour’s sickly
sheep would stand huddled at the fence, their tails to the storm, facing the rich fields
in which my flock flourished. Those poor, abused, neglected creatures under the
ownership of a heartless rancher had known nothing but suffering most of the year.
With them there had been gnawing hunger all summer. They were thin and sickly
with disease and scab and parasites. Tormented by flies and attacked by predators,
some were so weak and thin and wretched that their thin legs could scarcely bear
their scanty frames.
Always there seemed to lurk in their eyes the slender, faint hope that perhaps with a
bit of luck they could break through the fence or crawl through some hole to free
themselves. Occasionally this used to happen, especially around Christmas. This was
the time of extreme tides when the sea retreated far out beyond the end of the fence
lines which ran down to it. The neighbour’s emaciated, dissatisfied, hungry sheep
would wait for this to happen. Then at the first chance they would go down on the
tidal flats, slip around the end of the fence and come sneaking in to gorge themselves
on our rich green grass.
So pitiful and pathetic was their condition that their the sudden feast of lush feed, to
which they were unaccustomed often proved disastrous. Their digestive systems
would begin to scout, and sometimes this led to death. I clearly recall coming across
three of my neighbour’s ewes lying helpless under a fir tree near the fence one drizzly
day. They were like three old, limp, gray, sodden sacks collapsed in a heap. Even
their bony legs would no longer support them.
I loaded them into a wheelbarrow and wheeled them back to their heartless owner.
He simply pulled out a sharp killing knife and slit all three of their throats. He
couldn’t care less. What a picture of Satan who holds ownership over so many.
Right there the graphic account Jesus portrayed of Himself as being the door and
entrance by which sheep were to enter His fold flashed across my mind. Those poor
sheep had not come into my ranch through the proper gate. I had never let them in.
They had never really become mine. They had not come under my ownership or
control. If they had, they would not have suffered so.
Likewise with those apart from Christ. The old world is a pretty wretched ranch and
Satan is a heartless owner. He cares not a whit for men’s souls or welfare. Under his
tyranny there are hundreds of hungry, discontented hearts who long to enter into the
household of God – who ache for His care and concern.13
Chapter 14
What It Means for the Sheep to Have No Shepherd
1. AIMLESSNESS: People are aimless and without direction when there is no
shepherd to lead them out and bring them in.

And Moses spake unto the LORD, saying, Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all
flesh, set a man over the congregation, Which may go out before them, and which
may go in before them, and WHICH MAY LEAD THEM OUT, AND WHICH MAY
BRING THEM IN; THAT THE CONGREGATION OF THE LORD BE NOT AS
SHEEP WHICH HAVE NO SHEPHERD.
Numbers 27:15-17
2. DIVISION:
shepherd.

People are divided and without a family when there is no

And he said, I SAW ALL ISRAEL SCATTERED UPON THE HILLS, AS
SHEEP THAT HAVE NOT A SHEPHERD: and the LORD said, These have no
master: let them return every man to his house in peace.
1 Kings 22:17
3. WEAKNESS AND DISEASE: People are diseased and weakened without a
shepherd.
THE DISEASED HAVE YE NOT STRENGTHENED, NEITHER HAVE YE
HEALED THAT WHICH WAS SICK, neither have ye bound up that which was
broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye
sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And
they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the
beasts of the field, when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the
mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of
the earth, and none did search or seek after them.
Ezekiel 34:4-6
4. UNSOLVED TROUBLES: People have a lot of unsolved troubles when there
is no shepherd.
For the idols have spoken vanity, and the diviners have seen a lie, and have told false
dreams; they comfort in vain: therefore they went their way as a flock, THEY WERE
TROUBLED, BECAUSE THERE WAS NO SHEPHERD.
Zechariah 10:2
5. DESTRUCTION OF YOUNG PEOPLE: The little ones and the young ones
are most affected by the absence of the shepherd.
Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith
the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I WILL
TURN MINE HAND UPON THE LITTLE ONES.
Zechariah 13:7
6. LACK AND SHORTAGE: People’s needs are not met when there is no
shepherd.
The Lord is my shepherd; I SHALL NOT WANT.

Psalm 23:1
7. GOING OFF COURSE: Sheep need direction to stay on the course of
prosperity and blessing for their lives. Sheep receive much direction for their
lives through shepherds.
Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.
Psalm 77:20
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that
dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.
Psalm 80:1
Chapter 15
Diseases of Shepherds Which Are Diseases of Sheep
There are occupational hazards in every field of endeavour. In hospitals, doctors
often acquire the diseases of their patients. Sometimes the doctor even dies from the
patients’ diseases. Likewise, many shepherds acquire the diseases of sheep.
Sometimes, the shepherds suffer from more severe variants of illnesses of the sheep.
This is because “shepherds” are also “sheep”. All “shepherd” pastors are under the
lordship and leadership of the chief shepherd Jesus Christ. This is what makes
shepherds also sheep.
Most shepherds and pastors are usually submitted to the leadership of other ministers.
Because they must submit and follow, shepherds suffer from the same problems that
sheep do. As I have said already, some shepherds even have more serious “sheep
diseases” than the sheep themselves.
Seven Diseases of Shepherds Which Are Diseases of Sheep
1. Weariness
But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them,
because they were WEARY and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.
Matthew 9:36 (NKJV)
Weariness is one of the diseases of sheep. Weariness is equally a disease of
shepherds. One of the strategies of the devil is to wear out the saints and make them
tired. “And he shall speak great words against the most High, AND SHALL WEAR
OUT THE SAINTS of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they
shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time” (Daniel
7:25).
2. Aimlessness
Aimlessness is a disease of sheep without their shepherd. Shepherds can likewise
become aimless because they no longer follow the guidance of the chief shepherd.
Many pastors take their eyes off the great shepherd and begin to follow ideas of men.

This is why you find pastors in politics, business, social work and other man-pleasing
ventures. It is important for both shepherds and sheep to follow the voice of the Lord.
May you be delivered from aimlessness.
When He looked out over the crowds, his heart broke.
AIMLESS they were, like sheep with no shepherd.

So confused and

Matthew 9:36 (Message Bible)
Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is
he.
Proverbs 29:18
3. Fainting
But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them,
because they FAINTED, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd.
Matthew 9:36
Many sheep faint and are no longer able to walk on. Sometimes they have to be
carried and sometimes they have to be slaughtered. In our context, fainting happens
when the shepherd leaves the ministry: he has fainted or he has stopped the work of
ministry.
The Scripture makes it clear that sheep faint because they do not have a shepherd.
Seeking the face of the Lord will strengthen you so that you do not have to faint. The
presence and influence of a shepherd in your life is the one thing that can keep you
from fainting.
4. Scattering
But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them,
because they fainted, and were SCATTERED abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd.
Matthew 9:36
Many sheep are scattered because they have no shepherd. Shepherds equally become
dispersed and do not belong to any family or grouping If you are led by the Holy
Spirit you will definitely hear God telling you to be part of some larger body. Even if
you are an independent minister, you will benefit immensely by belonging to other
groups and fellowships. I enjoy some of the greatest blessings of my ministry
because I am deeply connected to other spiritual groups.
5. Distress
Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were DISTRESSED
and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.
Matthew 9:36 (NASB)

All kinds of distressing situations come to the lives of God’s servants. Being a pastor
does not insulate you from these realities. However, having a shepherd in your life
will definitely help you through the distressing times of ministry. David was
distressed on many occasions. There were times he was surrounded by his enemies.
On many occasions, he was in critical danger.
He cried:
They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I will
surely cut them off. THEY SURROUNDED ME LIKE BEES; they were
extinguished as a fire of thorns; in the name of the LORD I will surely cut them
off.
Psalm 118:11-12 (NASB)
But in his distress he called on his shepherd. The Lord was his shepherd and the Lord
helped him.
FROM MY DISTRESS I CALLED UPON THE LORD; The LORD answered
me and set me in a large place. The LORD is for me; I will not fear;
Psalm 118:5-6 (NASB)
6. Confusion
As you go higher in the ministry, confusion will become one of your dreaded
enemies. During times of confusion, you will ask the question, “Is this right or is this
wrong?” When you are affected by the spirit of confusion, you will grapple with what
I call “grey areas”. You will wrestle with issues which are not clearly spelt out in the
Bible. You will be uncertain of yourself and need great faith to proceed. You will
become like the patriarchs of old who had no Bibles guiding them but had to walk by
the faith of what they believed God had told them.
Indeed, at such times of confusion, a shepherd’s direction would be the most calming
and reassuring thing you could have. You will only understand what I am talking
about when you get to that stage.
When He looked out over the crowds, his heart broke. So CONFUSED and
aimless they were, like sheep with no shepherd.
Matthew 9:36 (Message Bible)
Your confusion is perpetuated by your separation from your shepherd. Because Israel
had sinned, they were perpetually separated from the Lord and this created even more
confusion for them. Daniel said, “...to us belong confusion of faces because we have
sinned.”
O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but UNTO US CONFUSION OF
FACES, as at this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
and unto all Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries
whither thou hast driven them, because of their trespass that they have

trespassed against thee. O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings,
to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.
Daniel 9:7-8
Draw close to the Lord and draw close to your shepherd. It will deliver you from the
spirit of confusion in your ministry. One day, your shepherd will give you a glimpse
of how he overcame the very problem that you have today. You will be encouraged
by the fact that your shepherd had the same problem that you now have. You will
receive light and wisdom on how to overcome today.
Chapter 16
Why Sheep Get Sick
1. Sheep get sick because they do not receive the lordship (ownership) of their
shepherd.
The statement, “The Lord is my shepherd” is a deep revelation of how a shepherd
actually owns the sheep. The lordship of a shepherd reveals the absolute ownership
that the shepherd has over the sheep. Because of this powerful ownership, he is able
to lead, guide and restore his sheep. He delivers many benefits to the sheep because
they are his very own property.
On every farm and in every country, every single sheep or cow actually belongs to
someone. That person is the owner and chief shepherd of the sheep.
The Lord is my (owner) shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he LEADETH me beside the still waters.
He RESTORETH MY SOUL: he leadeth me (guidance) in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will FEAR NO EVIL (discouragement): for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they COMFORT me.
Thou PREPAREST A TABLE before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou
ANOINTEST my head with oil; my cup runneth over (abundant provision). Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lord (my shepherd) FOR EVER (permanence).
Psalm 23
Unfortunately, some sheep do not receive the lordship of the shepherd over their lives.
This cuts them off from the power and love of the shepherd. They inadvertently
“shoot themselves in the foot” by disconnecting themselves from their powerful
protector. In the ministry, people who cut themselves from their shepherd simply
wither and fade into obscurity.
How to Know When a Sheep Does Not Receive the Lordship of His Shepherd
a. Sheep who do not listen to their pastor’s messages are not receiving the lordship of
their shepherd.

b. Sheep who do not read the books written by their pastors are not receiving the
lordship of their shepherd. They are no more blessed by these materials. They know
it all and therefore are not under the lordship of their shepherd.
c. Sheep who do not honour their pastors according to Galatians 6:6 are denying the
lordship of their shepherds over them. Why should they honour someone who they
do not consider to be their teacher or leader?
d. Sheep declare their independence of their shepherd by not attending important
gatherings and meetings. Failure to attend meetings is a declaration by the sheep that,
“I am as great as you are and I do not need to come to your meeting.” “Verily, verily,
I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater
than he that sent him” (John 13:16).
2. Sheep get sick because they do not feed from their shepherd. Shepherds get
sick because they do not receive from their chief shepherd.
He saith to him again the second time Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith
unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my
sheep.
John 21:16
3. Sheep get sick because they do not continually receive knowledge and
understanding from their shepherd.
And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding.
Jeremiah 3:15
4. Sheep get sick because they do not follow their own shepherd. Many of these
people follow a thousand different people but do not have a particular shepherd
to follow.
I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn you. For though
ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ
Jesus I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU through the gospel. Wherefore I beseech you, BE
YE FOLLOWERS OF ME.
1 Corinthians 4:1-16
Section 2
THE SHEPHERD
Chapter 17
Three Goals of a Shepherd
1. Every shepherd must desire to become a GOOD shepherd.
I am the good shepherd: the GOOD SHEPHERD giveth his life for the sheep.
John 10:11

a. You are a good shepherd when your shepherding style is like that of Christ.
b. You are a good shepherd when your pastoring style is like Christ’s and your fruits
are the same as His.
2. Every shepherd must desire to become a GREAT shepherd.
Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
GREAT SHEPHERD of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant,
Hebrews 13:20
a. You are a great shepherd when you have gained much knowledge and skill as a
shepherd.
b. You are a great shepherd when you have large numbers of sheep under your care.
c. You are a great shepherd when you have pastored successfully for many years.
3. Every shepherd must desire to become a CHIEF shepherd.
And when the CHIEF SHEPHERD shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away.
1Peter 5:4
a. You become a chief shepherd when you have other under-shepherds under you.
Being a chief shepherd is the same as being an overseer of other pastors.
Chapter 18
How to Identify Shepherds Who Do Not Enter by the Door
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that ENTERETH NOT BY THE DOOR into
the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
John 10:1
1. Entrance to ministry must be through the call of God. The door to ministry is
the call of God.
And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but HE THAT IS CALLED OF
GOD, as was Aaron.
Hebrews 5:4
If you do not have a divine call, you are not supposed to be in the ministry. You must
have a personal conviction of a call which sets you apart for the ministry.
Your call to ministry is the foundation of your ministry. It defines everything that you
will ever do in the ministry.
2. The door to ministry is different from the door to other professions.
Your entrance to the medical profession is by graduating from a medical school. The
entrance to the legal profession is by graduating from a law school. The entrance to

the accounting profession is by obtaining an accountancy certificate. However, the
entrance to ministry is not by acquiring a certificate from any school, including a
Bible school. The entrance to ministry is by receiving and obeying a divine call.
3. People who do not enter into the ministry through a call have the same effect
on the ministry as thieves and robbers.
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that ENTERETH NOT BY THE DOOR into
the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.
John 10:1
Imagine having a host of people who are not medical doctors but pose as medical
doctors. Imagine having unqualified pharmacists dispensing wrong drugs to innocent
people. You would not be wrong to call these people thieves, robbers or murderers.
Imagine having someone to be your president who did not really win the election.
Everyone would call him a thief and a robber and that is what he is because he “stole”
the election.
As soon as someone tries to be a minister without having a genuine call, he is like a
thief and a robber. He has taken up a position that does not belong to him and that is
what makes him a thief. It is the presence of such people in the ministry that generates
so much confusion for onlookers. It is possible that a large percentage of people who
are Reverend Ministers were never called into the ministry. Indeed, true shepherds,
genuine pastors, thieves and robbers stand side by side in ministry wearing the same
clerical collars. Mercy!
4. Identify people who enter the ministry because they are prominent in secular
society.
The fact that you are an important person in society does not mean that you must be
important in the church. Your secular importance does not mean that you can
exercise authority or leadership in a church setting. Also, the fact that your parents
were pastors does not mean that you have authority in the church. Leadership in the
church is by having the call of God.
Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:
And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two
hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, FAMOUS IN THE
CONGREGATION, MEN OF RENOWN:
And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and
said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy,
every one of them, and the LORD is among them: wherefore then lift ye up
yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?
Numbers 16:1-3

5. Identify people who enter the ministry because they are urged on by the
people.
Saul came on the scene because the people wanted a king. You must not come into
ministry because people want you to. You must come into the ministry because God
has called you. The voice of the people is not the voice of God! The voice of the
majority is not the voice of God! Don’t make the mistake of transposing secular
values into the church world.
And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now
make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel,
when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD.
And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto THE VOICE OF THE
PEOPLE in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they
have rejected me, that I should not reign over them.
1 Samuel 8:5-7
6.Identify people who enter the ministry through a popular uprising.
Such people gain their authority by challenging and questioning the existing
leadership. They question everything that is done and throw doubt and suspicion into
the air.
Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:
And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two
hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of
renown:
And THEY GATHERED THEMSELVES TOGETHER AGAINST MOSES and
against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the
congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them:
wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the LORD?
Numbers 16:1-3
Many pastors enter the ministry through rebellion. After a popular uprising against
the existing leadership, a pastor usually emerges and begins his own ministry. Such
people are like Korah who were birthed into public ministry by fighting existing
leadership. These people have no foundation in the ministry and are doomed to fail.
Their end will be like the end of Korah! Eventually, they will be destroyed! They
will not be able to maintain their position of leadership because they came into
ministry the wrong way. Fighting existing leadership is the wrong way into the
ministry.
I have watched as some pastors have woven their way into ministry by fighting me.
They have criticised me and poisoned the minds of innocent members against my
leadership. Through this kind of propaganda, they created a following and started
their own ministries.

But what can a man accomplish if he has no foundation? It is only a fool who builds
his house on the sand of criticism, backbiting and slander! You must build your
house on the rock. The rock is the Word of God! The rock is the call of God! All
those who build their house on the sand will live to see their houses collapse on their
very heads.
7. Identify people who enter the ministry not appreciating the great privilege
given to them to serve in the house of the Lord.
These people are presumptuous and take for granted existing leadership and authority
structures. They move out of rank, speaking about things that do not concern them.
Presumption is defined as “the arrogant assumption of privilege!” People are
presumptuous when they feel that the call of God is no “big deal” and it is not such a
special thing to be a pastor. Such people do not see any barriers between themselves
and the leadership of the church. They say in their hearts “I can be you”, “I can do
what you are doing”. Such people want to be Reverend ministers and declare their
equality with all other Reverend ministers. This is presumption and is a dangerous
trait that causes people to erroneously move into things they are not called to.
And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi: SEEMETH IT
BUT A SMALL THING UNTO YOU, THAT THE GOD OF ISRAEL HATH
SEPARATED YOU FROM THE CONGREGATION OF ISRAEL, to bring you
near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand
before the congregation to minister unto them? And he hath brought thee near
to him, and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the
priesthood also?
Numbers 16:8-10
8. Identify people who enter the ministry relying on the sentiments created by
murmuring in the congregation.
Immature and inexperienced people gain confidence through murmuring. They feel
because a lot of people murmur, there must be something right about it. It does sound
right and it does generate feelings of self-righteousness but it is still wrong. Do not
allow undertone discussions and generalized murmuring to give you false confidence
about anything. The Word of God and the call of God stand alone as the reason why
you should do things. The Word of God is a rock. The murmuring of the people is
sand. Do not build your house on the sand. Build your house on the rock!
Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, TOOK
MEN: AND THEY ROSE UP BEFORE MOSES, with certain of the children of
Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the
congregation, men of renown: And they gathered themselves together against
Moses and against Aaron..
Numbers 16:1-3a

9. Identify people who enter ministry relying on the reputation and prominence
of rebellious people they have recruited.
Unfortunately people are impressed with outward appearances of wealth and
authority. They think that pomposity and human importance gives enough weight for
ministry work. Big shot behaviour, expensive cars, throwing money around and
throwing your weight around is no substitute for the call of God! Rebellious people
who are fatally deficient in God’s grace, depend on such things to boost their
confidence as they tread into waters they have no business going into.
Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and
Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:
And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two
hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, FAMOUS IN THE
CONGREGATION, MEN OF RENOWN: And they gathered themselves
together against Moses and against Aaron …
Numbers 16:1-3a
10. Identify people who enter the ministry and prophesy even though they have
not been sent.
Some people enter the ministry because they have no other options. God did not speak
to them, yet they ran! God did not send them, yet they went! They see the ministry as
a good career option!
I once heard a minister on television saying that he came into the ministry because he
was not good at chemistry, history, maths, biology or any of the other subjects. That is
why he entered into the ministry. Is it not amazing that people can shamelessly fulfil
such Scriptures on television for us all to see? They were not sent but they went!
They were not spoken to by God but they began to prophesy and to teach! Learn to
identify such people and do not sit under their ministries because you will be sitting
under the wrong person!
I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they
prophesied.
Jeremiah 23:21
11. Identify people who enter the ministry through false dreams.
Many people have false dreams. Unfortunately, some actually enter the ministry
because of a false dream. As you can see, false ministry will not really benefit the
people. The Lord has cursed false prophets because they cause the people to err
through their lives. Almost every minister claims to have heard from the Lord before
embarking on his mission. Unfortunately, some saw visions and dreams of their own
hearts. All these ministries must be left to time. We shall know them by their fruits.
Behold, I am against them that PROPHESY FALSE DREAMS, saith the LORD,
and do tell them, AND CAUSE MY PEOPLE TO ERR BY THEIR LIES, and by

their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they shall
not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 23:32
12. Identify people who enter the ministry casually, not considering the gravity
of what it means to work for God.
This is what Jeremiah meant when he said the people use lightness to minister. The
ministry is no easy job.
One day, somebody saw me driving a nice car and I heard him make an amazing
comment. He said, “We should all become pastors and start churches, then we will
have such nice cars.” God made me hear the voice of that ignoramus because it is the
secret thought of many other ignoramuses. I welcome anyone who wants to become a
minister so that he can have a nice car but I would advise him to take some bandages
for his wounds, for when he falls flat on his face!
The ministry is no easy job and no one should venture into ministry using lightness. I
often recognize wisdom in people who hesitate to come into full-time ministry. I
often sense caution and carefulness in them and I know they are wisely considering
the realities of what ministry entails. Anyone who lightly takes on the job of ministry
does not understand what he is doing.
Behold, I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the LORD, and do
tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, AND BY THEIR
LIGHTNESS; YET I SENT THEM NOT, nor commanded them: therefore they
shall not profit this people at all, saith the LORD.
Jeremiah 23:32
13. Identify people who enter the ministry through lies and deception.
Some people even enter into ministry through lies and deception. They claim to have
a call but they do not have one. Some need a job and instead of just saying so, they
launch into a spiritual discourse about having a call. Many of these are simply lies
and hypocrisy.
Such people jump out of ministry when they have an opportunity and it becomes
evident that they were lying all along about their call to ministry.
For I have not sent them, saith the LORD, yet THEY PROPHESY A LIE IN MY
NAME; that I might drive you out, and that ye might perish, ye, and the
prophets that prophesy unto you.
Jeremiah 27:15
14. Identify people who enter the ministry because they have an unusual ability
to make people believe and trust things that are not true.
False prophets criticise and accuse existing leaders. They make the masses trust in
things that are not true. They make them suspect their existing leaders of evil.

Jeremiah was seen as an evil person predicting destruction on Jerusalem because the
false prophet Hananiah was lying to them. The character of Satan is to lie and to
deceive the whole world. Satan’s lying ministers also cleverly deceive large groups
of people into believing things that are not true.
Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now,
Hananiah; The LORD hath not sent thee; but THOU MAKEST THIS PEOPLE
TO TRUST IN A LIE.
Jeremiah 28:15
Send to all them of the captivity, saying, Thus saith the LORD concerning
Shemaiah the Nehelamite; Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you,
and I sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie:
Jeremiah 29:31
Many large and popular ministries are preaching doctrines which are not the main
stream Gospel. They sound like the Gospel, but it is not the Gospel. God is not
pleased with them and God is not pleased with their messages because it is not the
Gospel He sent us to preach.
But the money-loving carnal masses lap it all up gleefully and tell the pastor that they
have never heard such wonderful messages before! Large scale deception is therefore
delivered to God’s people through false prophets. These modern false prophets look
like twenty-first century “ne’er do wrong” angels, who are perfect examples of
success and wealth and who know all the steps to life and the reasons for everything
in this world.
But like Job’s three friends, these pastors who seem to know the reasons for
everything that is happening in your life are actually wrong about many things. In the
end, Job was the righteous one and Jobs’ friends were declared to be sinners. Many of
these pastors will be declared to sinners on the Judgement day.
15. Identify people who enter ministry through the powers of darkness.
I once preached in a small church which had unusual doctrines. When I did the altar
call, all the pastors gave their lives to Christ. Even the senior pastor gave his life to
Jesus Christ. One may ask how such people became pastors and by what spirit they
were operating. There are definitely false churches with false prophets who came into
the ministry through divination and vanity. How can you know the difference
between a false minister and a real minister? I can’t really tell but sometimes you see
a minister that your heart is not drawn to. Often, God is not drawing you to that
ministry.
There is often no way to tell whether it is right or wrong. Since you cannot see into
the hearts of men, you must be careful not to comment. Just rely on your heart and
whether you are drawn to it or not.

