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PREFACE

The book you hold is quite possibly the most important
confrontation with truth you’ll encounter in your lifetime. |
can say this with confidence, not because I've written it, but
because of its subject matter. The issue of offense—the very
core of The Bait of Satan—is often the most difficult obstacle
an individual must face and overcome.

The disciples of Jesus witnessed many great and notable
miracles. They watched in amazement as blind eyes were
opened and the dead were raised. They heard Jesus
command a life-threatening storm to stillness. They saw
thousands fed by the miracle of multiplication of a few
loaves and fishes. The list of Jesus’ miracles and wonders
was so inexhaustible that, according to the Bible, the world
of books could not contain it.

Never before had mankind withnessed the miraculous
hand of God in such an overwhelming and tangible way.
Amazed and awed as the disciples were, it was not these
miracles that pushed them to the brink of doubt. No, that
challenge would come later toward the end of Jesus’ earthly
ministry. Jesus had instructed His disciples, “If your brother
sins against you... seven times in a day, and seven times in
a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,” you shall forgive
him.” Their immediate response to Him was, “Increase our
faith” (Luke 17:3-5). The miracles had not inspired a cry for
greater faith, or for the raising of the dead, or for a calmed
sea; but the simple command to forgive those who have
wronged you!

Jesus said, “It is impossible that no offenses should
come” (Luke 17:1). It is not a question of opportunity to be
offended, but what your response will be. It is an
unfortunate fact that, not some, but many are offended and
held captive.



It has been ten years since this book was launched. In
this time period we’'ve received countless letters and
numerous testimonies of individual lives, families, and
ministries that have been healed and transformed by the
truths from the Word of God contained in this book. We have
included a sampling for your encouragement. For all of
them, we rejoice and give God all the glory!

One leader shared, “Our church was in the middle of a
huge split. It looked hopeless. | gave a copy of The Bait of
Satan to every elder. The split was diverted, and we are one
today!”

Many marriages have been saved. Recently after
speaking in Nebraska, a couple approached me. The wife
confessed, “l was offended ten years ago by the leaders in
this church. | became bitter and suspicious, constantly
defending myself and my position. My marriage suffered
from my anguish, and my husband was in the process of
divorcing me. He was unsaved and wanted nothing to do
with the church. Someone put a copy of The Bait of Satan in
my hands. | read it and, within a short time, was completely
set free from offense and bitterness. When my husband saw
the changes in my life, he surrendered his life to the
lordship of Jesus Christ and stopped the divorce
proceedings.” The husband stood by his wife, smiling. When
she had finished sharing, he affirmed the wonderful changes
in his life and home!

The testimony that touched my heart the most occurred
when | ministered in Naples, Florida. Just before | spoke, a
burly, middle-aged man stood up before the congregation
and wept as he relayed his tragic story: “All my life | have
felt like there was a wall between me and God. | would
attend meetings where others sensed God’s presence, while
| watched detached and numb. Even when | prayed there
was no release or presence. Several weeks ago | was
handed the book The Bait of Satan. | read it in its entirety. |
realized | had taken Satan’s bait years ago. | hated my
mother for abandoning me when | was six months old. |



realized | had to go to her and forgive. | called and spoke
with her for only the second time in thirty-six years. | cried,
‘Mom, | have held unforgiveness toward you all my life for
giving me away.” She began to weep and said, ‘Son, | have
hated myself for the last thirty-six years for leaving you."”

He continued, “I forgave her, and she forgave herself;
now we are reconciled.”

Then came the exciting part. “Now the wall that
separated me from God’s presence is gone!”

At this point, he just completely lost it and wept. He
struggled to get these last words out, “Now | cry in the
presence of God like a baby.”

| know the strength and reality of that captivity. | had
been held hostage to its numb torment for years. This book
is not a theory; it is God’s Word made flesh. It brims with
truths | have personally walked through. | believe it will
strengthen you. As you read, ask the Master to increase
your faith! As you grow in faith, He will receive glory and
you shall be filled with joy! May God richly bless you.

—John Bevere



INTRODUCTION

Anyone who has trapped animals knows a trap needs
one of two things to be successful. It must be hidden, in the
hope that an animal will stumble upon it, and it must be
baited to lure the animal into the trap’s deadly jaws.

Satan, the enemy of our souls, incorporates both of
these strategies as he lays out his most deceptive and
deadly traps. They are both hidden and baited.

Satan, along with his cohorts, is not as blatant as many
believe. He is subtle and delights in deception. He is shrewd
in his operations... cunning and crafty. Don’t forget he can
disguise himself as a messenger of light. If we are not
trained by the Word of God to divide rightly between good
and evil, we won't recognize his traps for what they are.

one of his most deceptive and insidious kinds of bait is
something every Christian has encountered—offense.
Actually, offense itself is not deadly—if it stays in the trap.
But if we pick it up and consume it and feed on it in our
hearts, then we have become offended. Offended people
produce much fruit, such as hurt, anger, outrage, jealousy,
resentment, strife, bitterness, hatred, and envy. Some of the
consequences of picking up an offense are insults, attacks,
wounding, division, separation, broken relationships,
betrayal, and backsliding.

Often those who are offended do not even realize they
are trapped. They are oblivious to their condition because
they are so focused on the wrong that was done to them.
They are in denial. The most effective way for the enemy to
blind us is to cause us to focus on ourselves.

This book exposes this deadly trap and reveals how to
escape its grip and stay free from it. Freedom from offense
is essential for every Christian because Jesus said it is



impossible to live this life and not have the opportunity to
be offended (Luke 17:1).

In churches across America and in other nations where |
have preached this message, over 50 percent of the people
have responded to the altar call. Although this is a high
response, it still is not everyone. Pride holds some people
back from responding. | have seen people healed, set free,
filled with the Holy Spirit, and receive answers to prayers
when they are released from this trap. They usually report
that they have sought for years what they received in a
moment, once they were free.

In the last part of the twentieth century, knowledge has
greatly increased in the church. But even with this increase
it seems we have experienced more division among
believers, leaders, and congregations. The reason: Offense
is rampant from a lack of genuine love. “Knowledge puffs
up, but love edifies” (1 Cor. 8:1). So many are snared in this
deceptive trap that we have almost come to believe it is a
normal way of life.

Before the return of Christ, however, true believers will
be united unlike anything in the past. | believe that today

countless men and women will be released from this trap of
offense. This will be one of the main links in seeing revival
sweep this nation. Unbelievers will behold Jesus through our
love of one another where they had been blinded to Him
before.

| do not believe in writing a book just to write one. God
has burned this message into my heart, and | have seen its
fruit remain. One pastor said to me after a service in which
this message was preached, “l have never seen so many set
free at one time.”

God has spoken to my heart that this is only the
beginning. Many will be set free, healed, and restored as
they read this book and obey the Spirit’s prompting to them.
| am believing as you read the words on these pages that
the Teacher and Counselor will apply them personally to



you. As He does, this revealed word will bring a great liberty
to your life and ministry.

Let’s pray together as you begin:

Father, in the name of Jesus, | ask that You would reveal,
by Your Spirit, Your Word to me as | read this book. Expose
any hidden areas of my heart that have hindered me from
knowing You and serving You more effectively. | welcome the
conviction of Your Spirit and ask for Your grace to carry out
what You desire of me. May | come to know You more

intimately as a result of hearing Your voice through reading
this book.



OUR RESPONSE TO AN OFFENSE
DETERMINES OUR FUTURE.



The Bait of Satan has changed our lives and our
ministry. We have watched the video at least twenty times
and read the book over and over. Our ministry has used the
book and video teachings to transform our lives as well as
the lives of many others. The message is powerful and
timely.

—S. Q., CONNECTICUT



ME, OFFENDED?

It is impossible that no offenses should come.

—Luke 17:1

As | travel across the United States ministering, | have
been able to observe one of the enemy’s most deadly and
deceptive traps. It imprisons countless Christians, severs
relationships, and widens the existing breaches between us.
It is the trap of offense.

Many are unable to function properly in their calling
because of the wounds and hurts that offenses have caused
in their lives. They are handicapped and hindered from
fulfilling their full potential. Most often it is a fellow believer
who has hurt them. This causes the offense to feel like a
betrayal. In Psalm 55:12-14 David laments, “For it is not an
enemy who reproaches me; then | could bear it. Nor is it one
who hates me who has exalted himself against me; then |
could hide from him. But it was you, a man my equal, my
companion and my acquaintance. We took sweet counsel
together, and walked to the house of God in the throng.”

They are those whom we sit with and sing alongside, or
perhaps it is the one who is delivering the sermon. We
spend holidays, attend social functions, and share offices
with them. Or perhaps it is closer. We grow up with, confide
in, and sleep next to them. The closer the relationship, the
more severe the offense! You find the greatest hatred
among people who were once close.

Attorneys will tell you the most vicious cases are in the
divorce courts. The American media constantly report
murders in homes by desperate family members. The home,
meant to be a shelter of protection, provision, and growth
where we learn to give and receive love, is often the very
root of our pain. History shows that the bloodiest wars are
civil—brother against brother, son against father, or father
against son.




The possibilities for offense are as endless as the list of
relationships, no matter how complex or simple. This truth
remains: Only those you care about can hurt you. You
expect more from them—after all, you've given more of
yourself to them. The higher the expectations, the greater
the fall.

Selfishness reigns in our society. Men and women today
look out for themselves to the neglect and hurt of those
around them. This should not surprise us. The Bible is very
clear that in the last days men will be “lovers of
themselves” (2 Tim. 3:2). We expect this in unbelievers, but
Paul was not referring to those outside the church. He was
talking about those within it. Many are wounded, hurt, and
bitter. They are offended! But they do not realize that they
have fallen into Satan’s trap.

Is it our fault? Jesus made it very clear that it is
impossible to live in this world and not have the opportunity
to become offended. Yet most believers are shocked,
bewildered, and amazed when it happens. We believe we
are the only ones who have been wronged. This response
leaves us vulnerable to a root of bitterness. Therefore we
must be prepared and armed for offenses, because our
response determines our future.

THE DECEPTIVE TRAP

The Greek word for “offend” in Luke 17:1 comes from
the word skandalon. This word originally referred to the part
of the trap to which the bait was attached. Hence the word
signifies laying a trap in someone’s way. In the New
Testament it often describes an entrapment used by the
enemy. Offense is a tool of the devil to bring people into
captivity. Paul instructed young Timothy:

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle
to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those
who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them
repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they
may come to their senses and escape the snare



[entrapment] of the devil, having been taken captive by him
to do his will.

—2 Timothy 2:24-26, emphasis added

Those who are in quarrels or opposition fall into a trap
and are held prisoner to do the devil’'s will. Even more
alarming, they are unaware of their captivity! Like the
prodigal they must come to themselves by awaking to their
true condition. They do not realize that they are spewing out
bitter waters rather than pure. When a person is deceived,
he believes he is right even though he is not.

No matter what the scenario is, we can divide all
offended people into two major categories: (1) those who
have been treated unjustly or (2) those who believe they
have been treated unjustly. People in the second category
believe with all their hearts that they have been wronged.
Often their conclusions are drawn from inaccurate
information. Or their information is accurate, but their
conclusion is distorted. Either way, they hurt, and their
understanding is darkened. They judge by assumption,
appearance, and hearsay.

THE HEART'S TRUE CONDITION

One way the enemy keeps a person in an offended state
is to keep the offense hidden, cloaked with pride. Pride will
keep you from admitting your true condition.

Once | was severely hurt by a couple of ministers.
People would say, “I can’t believe they did this to you.
Aren’t you hurt?”

| would quickly respond, “No, | am fine. I'm not hurt.” |
knew it was wrong to be offended, so | denied and repressed
it. 1 convinced myself | was not, but in reality | was. Pride
masked the true condition of my heart.

Pride keeps you from dealing with truth. It distorts your
vision. You never change when you think everything is fine.
Pride hardens your heart and dims the eyes of your
understanding. It keeps you from the change of heart—
repentance— that will set you free. (See 2 Timothy 2:24-26.)



Pride causes you to view yourself as a victim. Your
attitude becomes, “I was mistreated and misjudged;
therefore, | am justified in my behavior.” Because you
believe you are innocent and falsely accused, you hold back
forgiveness. Though your true heart condition is hidden from
you, it is not hidden from God. Just because you were
mistreated, you do not have permission to hold on to an
offense. Two wrongs do not make a right!

THE CURE

In the Book of Revelation Jesus addressed the church of
Laodicea by first telling them how they saw themselves as
rich, wealthy, and having need of nothing, then by exposing
their true condition—“wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and
naked” (Rev. 3:14-20). They had mistaken their financial
strength for spiritual strength. Pride hid their true condition.

Many are this way today. They do not see the true
condition of their hearts just as | was unable to see the
resentment | carried toward those ministers. | had
convinced myself | was not hurt. Jesus told the Laodiceans
how to get out of their deception: buy God’s gold and see
their true condition.

Buy God's gold.

Jesus’ first instruction for breaking free from deception
was to “buy from Me gold refined in the fire” (Rev. 3:18).

Refined gold is soft and pliable, free from corrosion or
other substances. It is when gold is mixed with other metals
(copper, iron, nickel, and so on) that it becomes hard, less
pliable, and more corrosive. This mixture is called an alloy.
The higher the percentage of foreign metals, the harder the
gold becomes. Conversely, the lower the percentage of
alloy, the softer and more flexible.

Immediately we see the parallel: A pure heart is like
pure gold—soft, tender, and pliable. Hebrews 3:13 states
that hearts are hardened through the deceitfulness of sin! If
we do not deal with an offense, it will produce more fruit of
sin, such as bitterness, anger, and resentment. This added



substance hardens our hearts just as alloys harden gold.
This reduces or removes tenderness, creating a loss of
sensitivity. We are hindered in our ability to hear God’s
voice. Our accuracy to see is darkened. This is a perfect
setting for deception.

The first step in refining gold is grinding it into a powder
and mixing it with a substance called flux. Then the mixture
is placed in a furnace and melted by intense heat. The
alloys and impurities are drawn to the flux and rise to the
surface. The gold (which is heavier) remains at the bottom.
The impurities or dross (such as copper, iron, and zinc,
combined with flux) is then removed, yielding a purer metal.

Now look at what God says:

Behold, | have refined you, but not as silver; | have
tested you in the furnace of affliction.

—Isaiah 48:10

And again:

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while,
if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than
gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found
to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

—1 Peter 1:6-7, emphasis added

God refines with afflictions, trials, and tribulations, the
heat of which separates impurities such as unforgiveness,
strife, bitterness, anger, envy, and so forth from the
character of God in our lives.

Sin easily hides where there is no heat of trials and
afflictions.

In times of prosperity and success, even a wicked man
will seem kind and generous. Under the heat of trials,
however, the impurities surface.

There was a time in my life when | went through intense
trials such as | had never faced before. | became rude and
harsh with those closest to me. My family and friends began
to avoid me.



| cried out to the Lord, “Where is all this anger coming
from? It wasn’t here before!”

The Lord responded, “Son, it is when they liquefy gold in
fire that the impurities show up.” He then asked a question
that changed my life. “Can you see the impurities in gold
before it is put in the fire?”

“No,” | answered.

“But that doesn’t mean they were not there,” He said.
“When the fire of trials hit you, these impurities surfaced.
Though hidden to you, they were always visible to Me. So
now you have a choice that will determine your future. You
can remain angry, blaming your wife, friends, pastor, and
the people you work with, or you can see this dross of sin for
what it is and repent, receive forgiveness, and | will take My
ladle and remove these impurities from your life.”

See your true condition.

Jesus said our ability to see correctly is another key to
being freed from deception. Often when we are offended we
see ourselves as victims and blame those who have hurt us.
We justify our bitterness, unforgiveness, anger, envy, and
resentment as they surface. Sometimes we even resent
those who remind us of others who have hurt us. For this
reason Jesus counseled, “Anoint your eyes with eye salve,
that you may see” (Rev. 3:18). See what? Your true
condition! That's the only way we can “be zealous and
repent” as Jesus commanded next. You will only repent
when you stop blaming other people.

When we blame others and defend our own position, we
are blind. We struggle to remove the speck out of our
brother’s eye while there is a log in ours. It is the revelation
of truth that brings freedom to us. When the Spirit of God
shows us our sin,

He always does it in such a way that it seems separate
from us. This brings conviction, not condemnation.

It is my prayer that as you read this book, God’'s Word
will enlighten the eyes of your understanding that you will
see your true condition and become free from any offense



you are harboring. Don’t let pride keep you from seeing and
repenting.



AN OFFENDED CHRISTIAN IS ONE
WHO TAKES IN LIFE BUT BECAUSE OF
FEAR, CANNOT RELEASE IT.



Ten years ago, after twenty years of marriage, my
husband walked out because he "was no longer happy.” |
was totally devastated. It has been a long time trying to get
over the hurt, abandonment, and rejection his leaving
caused. | asked God to help me to forgive him, and | truly
thought | had, but I still carried hurt in my heart | could not
get over. It was very painful whenever | had to see him.
After reading The Bait of Satan, the Holy Spirit impressed
me to speak to my ex-husband and ask him to forgive me
for holding this offense. We talked for the first time in ten
years. | truly believe | was healed and set free! | thank God
for freeing me from this yoke of bondage that has enslaved
me for so long.

—D. B., NEW YORK



MASSIVE OFFENSE

And then many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another. Then many false
prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because
lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow
cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

—Matthew 24:10-13

In this chapter of Matthew, Jesus is giving the signs of
the end of this age. His disciples asked, “What will be the
sign of Your coming?”

Most agree we are in the season of His return. It is
useless to try to pinpoint the actual day of His return. Only
the Father knows that. But Jesus said we would know the
season, and it is now! Never before have we seen such
prophetic fulfillment in the church, in Israel, and in nature.
So we can confidently say that we are in the time period
Jesus described in Matthew 24.

Notice one of the signs of His pending return: “Many will
be offended " Not a few, not some, but many.

First we must ask, “Who are these offended?” Are they
Christians or just society in general? We find the answer as
we continue to read: “And because lawlessness will abound,
the /ove of many will grow cold.” The Greek word for /ove in
this verse is agape. There are several Greek words for love
in the New Testament, but the two most common are agape
and phileo.

Phileo defines a love found among friends. It is an
affectionate love that is conditional. Phileo says, “You
scratch my back, and I'll scratch yours,” or “You treat me
kindly, and I'll do the same.”

On the other hand, agape is the love God sheds abroad
in the hearts of His children. It is the same love Jesus gives
freely to wus. It is unconditional. It is not based on



performance or even whether it is returned. It is a love that
gives even when rejected.

Without God we can only love with a selfish love—one
that cannot be given if it is not received and returned.
However, agape loves regardless of the response. This
agape is the love Jesus shed when He forgave from the
cross. So “the many” Jesus refers to are Christians whose
agape has grown cold.

There was a time when | did everything | could to show
my love to a certain person. But it seemed that every time |
reached out to love, the person slapped me back with
criticism and harsh treatment. This went on for months. One
day | was fed up.

| complained to God. “I have had it. Now You are going
to have to talk to me about this. Every time | show Your love
to this person, | get anger thrown back in my face!”

The Lord began to speak to me. “John, you need to
develop faith in the love of God!”

“What do You mean?” | asked.

“He who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap
corruption,” He explained, “but he who sows to the Spirit
will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. And let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if
we do not lose heart.” (See Galatians 6:8-9.)

You need to realize that when you sow the love of God,
you will reap the love of God. You need to develop faith in
this spiritual law—even though you may not harvest it from
the field in which you sowed, or as quickly as you would like.

The Lord continued. “In My greatest hour of need, My
closest friends deserted Me. Judas betrayed Me, Peter
denied Me, and the rest fled for their lives. Only John
followed from afar. | had cared for them for over three years,
feeding them and teaching them. Yet as | died for the sins of
the world, | forgave. | released all of them—from My friends
who had deserted Me to the Roman guard who had crucified
Me. They didn’t ask for forgiveness, yet | freely gave it. | had
faith in the Father’s love.



“l knew that because | had sown love | would reap love
from many sons and daughters of the kingdom. Because of
My sacrifice of love, they would love Me.

“l said to ‘love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons
of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust.

“‘For if you love those who love you, what reward have
you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you
greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others?
Do not even the tax collectors do so?'” (Matt. 5:44-47).

GREAT EXPECTATIONS

| realized that the love | was giving was being sown to
the Spirit, and eventually | would reap those seeds of love. |
didn’t know from where, but | knew the harvest would come.
No longer did | see it as a failure when love wasn’t returned
from the person | was giving it to. It freed me to love that
person even more!

If more Christians recognized this, they wouldn’t give up
and become offended. Usually this is not the type of love we
walk in. We walk in a selfish love that is easily disappointed
when our expectations are not met.

If | have expectations about certain persons, those
people can let me down. They will disappoint me to the
degree that they fall short of my expectations. But if | have
no expectations about someone, anything given is a
blessing and not something owed. We set ourselves up for
offense when we require certain behaviors from those with
whom we have relationships. The more we expect, the
greater the potential offense.

WALLS OF PROTECTION?

A brother offended is harder to win than a strong city,
and contentions are like the bars of a castle.
—Proverbs 18:19



An offended brother or sister is harder to win than a
fortified city. The strong cities had walls around them. These
walls were the city’s assurance of protection. They kept
unwelcome inhabitants and invaders out. All entrants were
screened. Those who owed taxes were not allowed in until
they had paid. Those considered a threat to the city’'s health
or safety were kept out.

We construct walls when we are hurt to safeguard our
hearts and prevent any future wounds. We become
selective, denying entry to all we fear will hurt us. We filter
out anyone we think owes us something. We withhold
access until these people have paid their debts in full. We
open our lives only to those we believe are on our side.

Yet often these people who are “on our side” are
offended as well. So, instead of helping, we stack additional
stones on our existing walls. Without our knowing when it
happens, these walls of protection become a prison. At that
point, we are not only cautious about who comes in, but in
terror we cannot venture outside our fortress.

The focus of offended Christians is inward and
introspective. We guard our rights and personal
relationships carefully. Our energy is consumed with making
sure no future injuries will occur. If we don’t risk being hurt,
we cannot give unconditional love. Unconditional love gives
others the right to hurt us.

Love does not seek its own, but hurt people become
more and more self-seeking and self-contained. In this
climate the love of God waxes cold. A natural example of
this is the two seas in the Holy Land. The Sea of Galilee
freely receives and gives out water. It has an abundance of
life, nurturing many different kinds of fish and plant life. The
water of the Sea of Galilee is carried by way of the Jordan
River to the Dead Sea. But the Dead Sea only takes water in
and does not give it out. There are no living plants or fish in
it. The living waters from the Sea of Galilee become dead
when mixed with the hoarded waters of the Dead Sea. Life
cannot be sustained if held on to: It must be given freely.



So an offended Christian is one who takes in life but
because of fear, cannot release life. As a result, even the life
that does come in becomes stagnant within the wall or
prison of offense. The New Testament describes these walls
as strongholds.

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to
the obedience of Christ.

—2 Corinthians 10:4-5

These strongholds create set patterns of reasoning
through which all incoming information is processed.
Although they were originally erected for protection, they
become a source of torment and distortion because they
war against the knowing or knowledge of God.

When we filter everything through past hurts,
rejections, and experiences, we find it impossible to believe
God. We cannot believe He means what He says. We doubt
His goodness and faithfulness since we judge Him by the
standards set by man in our lives. But God is not a man! He
cannot lie (Num. 23:19). His ways are not like ours, and His
thoughts are not ours (Isa. 55:8-9).

Offended people will be able to find Scripture passages
to back their position, but it is not the correct division of
God’s Word. The knowledge of God’s Word without love is a
destructive force because it puffs us up with pride and
legalism (1 Cor. 8:1-3). This causes us to justify ourselves
rather than repent of the unforgiveness.

This creates an atmosphere in which we can be
deceived, because knowledge without the love of God will
lead to deception.

Jesus warns of false prophets immediately after His
statement of many being offended: “Then many false
prophets will rise up and deceive many” (Matt. 24:11). Who
are the many they will deceive? The answer: the offended
whose love has grown cold (Matt. 24:12).



FALSE PROPHETS

Jesus calls false prophets “wolves in sheep’s clothing”
(Matt. 7:15). They are self-seeking men who give the
appearance of being Christians (sheep’s clothing) but have
the inward nature of a wolf. Wolves like to hang around
sheep. They can be found in the congregation as well as in
the pulpit. They are sent by the enemy to infiltrate and
deceive. They must be identified by their fruits, not by their
teachings or prophecies. Often the teaching can appear
sound whereas the fruit in their lives and ministries is not. A
minister or a Christian is what he lives, not what he
preaches.

Wolves always go after the wounded and young sheep,
not the healthy, strong ones. These wolves will tell people
what they want to hear, not what they need to hear. These
people don’'t want sound doctrine; they want someone to
tickle their ears. Let’'s look at what Paul says about the last
days:

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will
come:

For men will be ...unforgiving.. .having a form of
godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn
away! ...For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because
they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth.

—2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:3-4, emphasis added

Notice that they will have a form of godliness or
“Christianity,” but they will deny its power. How will they
deny its power? They deny that Christianity can change
them from being unforgiving to forgiving. They will boast of
being followers of Jesus and proclaim their “new birth”
experience, but what they boast of has not been allowed to
pierce their hearts and bring forth the character of Christ.

INFORMATION GENERATION



Paul could see prophetically that these deceived men
and women would have a zeal for knowledge but remain
unchanged since they never apply it. He described them as
“always learning and never able to come to the knowledge
of the truth” (2 Tim. 3:7).

If Paul were alive today he would grieve to see what he
foretold in operation. He would see multitudes of men and
women attending camp meetings, seminars, and church
services amassing a knowledge of the Scriptures. He would
watch them hunt for “new revelation” in order to live more
selfish, successful lives. He'd see ministers taking one
another to court for “righteous causes.”

He would see Christian publications and radio
broadcasts attacking men and women of God by name. He
would see charismatics running from church to church to
escape offense, all of them professing the lordship of Jesus
while they cannot forgive. Paul would cry out, “Repent and
be free from your deception, you self-seeking generation of
hypocrites!”

It doesn’t matter how up-to-date you are in new
revelations from the many seminars and Bible schools
you've attended or how many books you’'ve read or even
how many hours you pray and study. If you are offended and
in unforgiveness and refuse to repent of this sin, you have
not come to the knowledge of the truth. You are deceived,
and you confuse others with your hypocritical lifestyle. No
matter what the revelation, your fruit tells a different story.
You'll become a spring spewing out bitter waters that will
bring deception, not truth.

BETRAYAL

And then many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another.

—Matthew 24:10, emphasis added

Let’'s examine this statement. If we look closely we can
see a progression. An offense leads to betrayal, and betrayal
leads to hatred.



As stated earlier, offended people build walls for
protection. Our focus becomes self-preservation. We must
be protected and safe at all costs. This makes us capable of
betrayal. When we betray, we seek our own protection or
benefit at the expense of someone else—usually someone
with whom we are in relationship.

Thus, a betrayal in the kingdom of God comes when a
believer seeks his own benefit or protection at the expense
of another believer. The closer the relation, the more severe
the betrayal. To betray someone is the ultimate
abandonment of covenant. When betrayal occurs, the
relationship cannot be restored unless genuine repentance
follows.

Betrayal then leads to hatred with serious
consequences. The Bible states clearly that anyone who
hates his brother is a murderer and that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him (1 John 3:15).

How sad that we can find example after example of
offense, betrayal, and hatred among believers today. It is so
rampant in our homes and churches that it is considered
normal behavior. We are too numb to grieve when we see
minister taking minister to court. It no longer surprises us
when Christian couples sue one another for divorce. Church
splits are common and predictable. Ministry politics are
played at an all-time high. It is disguised as being in the
best interest of the kingdom or the church.

“Christians” are protecting their rights, making sure
they are not mistreated or taken advantage of by other
Christians. Have we forgotten the exhortation of the new
covenant?

Why do you not rather accept wrong? Why do you not
rather let yourselves be cheated?

—1 Corinthians 6:7

Have we forgotten the words of Jesus?

But | say to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you.



—Matthew 5:44

Have we forgotten the command of God?

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit,
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
himsellf.

—Philippians 2:3

Why don’t we live by these laws of love? Why are we so
quick to betray rather than lay down our lives for one
another, even at the risk of being cheated? The reason: Our
love is cold, which results in our still seeking to protect
ourselves. We can no longer confidently commit our care to
God when we are trying to care for ourselves.

When Jesus was wronged, He did not wrong in return
but committed His soul to God, who would judge righteously.
We are admonished to follow His steps.

For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His
steps: “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His
mouth”; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed
Himself to Him who judges righteously.

—1 Peter 2:21-23

THE ENABLER

We must come to the place where we trust God and not
flesh. Many give lip service to God as their source, yet they
live as orphans. They take their own lives in their hands
while they confess with their mouths, “He is my Lord and
God.”

By now you see how serious the sin of offense is. If it is
not dealt with, offense will eventually lead to death. But
when you resist the temptation to be offended, God brings
great victory.



IF THE DEVIL COULD DESTROY US
WHENEVER HE WANTED TO, HE
WOULD HAVE WIPED US OUT A LONG
TIME AGO.



Before | read the book | was at a point of non-
communication with God. | was saved, but there was
something between God and myself that was not quite right.
| knew the loss was not on the Lord's part, but | just did not
know what the problem was. | was at a friend's house one
day, and she had The Bait of Satan by John Bevere. |
brought it home and started reading it; | couldn't put the
book down. It had an anointing so great my spirit was just
eating it up. About halfway through the book | suddenly
realized that the very thing that was standing between my
relationship with the Lord was a spirit of offense.

—C. C., GEORGIA



HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN TO ME?

Joseph said to them... “But as for you, you meant
evil against me; but God meant it for good.”

—Genesis 50:19-20

In the first chapter we grouped all offended people into
two major categories: (1) those who have been genuinely
mistreated and (2) those who think they have been
mistreated but actually were not. In this chapter | want to
address this first category.

Let’'s begin by asking a question: If you've been
genuinely mistreated, do you have the right to be offended?
In answer, let’'s look at the life of Jacob’s favorite son,
Joseph. (See Genesis 37-48.)

THE DREAM BECOMES A NIGHTMARE

Joseph was Jacob’s eleventh son. He was despised by
his older brothers because his father favored him and had
set him apart with a coat of many colors. God gave Joseph
two dreams. In the first he saw bound sheaves in a field. His
sheaf arose and stood upright while his brothers’ sheaves
bowed down to it. In the second dream he saw the sun,
moon, and eleven stars (representing his father, mother,
and brothers) bowing to him. When he told these dreams to
his brothers, needless to say, they did not share in his
enthusiasm. They just hated him even more.

Shortly afterward, his ten older brothers went to feed
their father’s flocks in the field. Jacob sent Joseph to see
how they were doing. When the older brothers saw Joseph
coming, they conspired against him, saying, “Here comes
that dreamer. Let’s kill him! Then we shall see what will
become of his dreams! He says he is going to be a leader
over us. Let him try to lead us when he is dead!” So they
threw him in a pit to die. They took his coat away, tore it,



and stained it with animal’s blood to convince their father
he’d been devoured by a wild beast.

After they threw him into the pit, however, they saw a
company of Ishmaelites on their way to Egypt. Then Judah
said, “Hey, wait a minute, guys. If we let him rot in that pit it
will not profit us. Let’s make some money and sell him as a
slave. He will be as good as dead and will never again
bother us, and we’ll all share the spoils!” So they sold him
for twenty shekels of silver. Joseph had offended them so
they betrayed him, taking away his inheritance and family.
Keep in mind these are brothers who did this—same father,
same flesh and blood.

Now as Americans our culture is so different that it is
hard for us to understand the severity of what these men
did. Only killing him would have been worse. In biblical
times it was very important to have sons. A man’s sons
carried his name and inherited all he had. Joseph’s brothers
kept him from ever receiving his father's name and
inheritance. They blotted his name out, completely stripping
him of his identity. All that was familiar to Joseph was gone.

When a person was sold as a slave to another country,
he remained a slave until he died. The woman he married
would be a slave, and all his children would be slaves!

It would have been hard to be born a slave, but it was
indescribably worse to be born an heir of wealth with a great
future only to have it stripped away. It would have been
easier if Joseph never knew what could have been. It was as
if he were a living dead man. I'm sure he was tempted to
wish his brothers had killed him. The point is that what
Joseph'’s brothers did was evil and cruel.

PERFECT HINDSIGHT

As you read my paraphrase of Joseph’s story, you
probably already knew the outcome. It is a very inspiring
story when you know the ending. But that is not how Joseph
experienced it. It looked as if he would never see his father
or his God-given dream fulfilled. He was a slave in a foreign



nation. He couldn’t leave Egypt. He was the property of
another man for life.

Joseph was sold to a man named Potiphar, an officer of
Pharaoh and captain of the guard. He served him for about
ten years. He never had word from his family, and he knew
that his father believed he was dead. Their lives had gone
on without him. Joseph had no hope of a father’s rescue.

As time went on, Joseph found favor with his master and
was treated well. Potiphar set Joseph over his household and
all he had.

But at the same time that conditions were looking up for
Joseph, something very wrong was brewing in the wife of his
master. She had cast longing eyes on him and wanted to
commit adultery with him. She tried daily to seduce him,
and he refused. One day she was alone with him in the
house and cornered him and insisted that he lie with her. He
refused and ran out, leaving his robe in her clutched hand.
When he did this she was shamed and screamed, “Rape!”
Potiphar had Joseph thrown in Pharaoh’s prison.

Now Pharaoh’s prison was nothing like our prisons in
America. | have ministered in several prisons, and as
unpleasant as they are, they would be country clubs
compared to this dungeon of Pharaoh. No sunlight or
workout areas, just a sunken room or pit void of light and
warmth. Conditions ranged from crude to dehumanizing.
Prisoners were put there to rot as they survived on the
bread and water “of affliction” (1 Kings 22:27). They were
given just enough food to survive so they could suffer.

According to Psalm 105:18, Joseph's feet were hurt with
fetters, and he was laid in irons. He was put in this dungeon
to die.

If he had been an Egyptian, he might have had some
chance of release, but as a foreign slave, accused of rape,
he had little or no hope. Things couldn’t have gotten any
worse. Joseph had gone as low as a person could go without
being dead.



Can you hear his thoughts in the damp darkness of that
dungeon? | served my master with honesty and with
integrity for over ten years. I’'m more faithful than his wife. |
stayed loyal to God and my master, daily fleeing sexual
immorality. What is my reward? A dungeon!

It seems that the more | try to do what is right, the
worse it gets! How could God allow this? Could my brothers
steal my promise from God, too? Why hasn’t this mighty,
covenant God intervened on my behalf? Is this how a loving,
faithful God cares for His servants? Why me? What have |
done to deserve this? | only believed I'd heard from God.

I’m sure he wrestled with these or similar thoughts.

He had very limited freedom in his life, but he still had
the right to choose his response to all that had happened to
him. Would he become offended and bitter toward his
brothers and eventually God? Would he give up all hope of
the promise’s fulfillment, robbing himself of his last
incentive to live?

Is God in control?

| imagine it never crossed Joseph’s mind until it was all
over that this was God’s process to prepare him to rule. How
would he use his future authority over these brothers who
betrayed him? Joseph was learning obedience by what he
suffered. His brothers were skillfully wielded instruments in
the hand of God. Would Joseph hold fast to the promise,
seeking God for its purpose?

Perhaps when Joseph had his dreams he saw them as a
confirmation of the favor on his life. He had not yet learned
that authority is given to serve, not to set you apart. Often
in these training periods we focus on the impossibility of our
circumstances instead of the greatness of God. As a result
we are discouraged and need to blame someone, so we look
for the one we feel is responsible for our despair. When we
face the fact that

God could have prevented our whole mess—and didn't
—we often blame Him.



This kept ringing through Joseph’s mind: “I have lived in
accordance to what | know of God. I've not transgressed His
statutes or nature. | was only repeating a dream God
Himself gave me. And what's the result? My brothers betray
me, and I'm sold as a slave! My dad thinks I'm dead and
never comes to Egypt to find me.”

To him the bottom line was his brothers. They were the
force that had thrown him into this dungeon. Maybe he
entertained thoughts of how things would be different once
he was in power, when God put him in the position of
authority he had seen in the dreams. How different it all
would be if his brothers had not aborted his future.

How often do we hear our brothers and sisters fall into
the same trap of assigning blame? For example:

“If it weren't for my wife | would be in the ministry. She
has hindered me and ruined so much of what | have
dreamed.”

“If it weren’t for my parents | would have had a normal
life. They are to blame for where | am today. How come
others have normal parents and | don’t? If my mom and dad
didn’t get divorced | would have been much better off in my
own marriage.” “If it weren’t for my pastor repressing this
gift in me | would be free and unhindered. He has kept me
from fulfilling my ministry destiny. He has turned the people
in the church against me.” “If it weren’'t for my former
husband, my kids and | wouldn’t have all this financial
trouble.”

“If it weren’t for that woman in the church | would still
be in favor with the leaders. With her gossip, she has
destroyed me and any hope | had of being respected.”

The list is endless. It is easy to blame everyone else for
the problems you have and imagine how much better off
you would be if it had not been for all those around you. You
know that your disappointment and hurt are their fault.

| want to emphasize the following point: Absolutely no
man, woman, child, or devil can ever get you out of the will
of God! No one but God holds your destiny. Joseph's



brothers tried hard to destroy the vision God gave him. They
thought they had ended it for Joseph. They said out of their
own mouths, “Come, therefore, let us now kill him and cast
him into some pit....We shall see what will become of his
dreams!” (Gen. 37:20, emphasis added). They were out to
destroy him. It wasn’t an accident. It was deliberate! They
wanted no chance of his ever succeeding.

Now do you think that when they sold him as a slave,
God in heaven looked at the Son and the Holy Spirit and
said, “What are We going to do now? Look at what his
brothers have done. They have ruined Our plan for Joseph.
We had better think of something quick! Do We have an
alternate plan?”

Many Christians respond to crisis situations as if this is
exactly what transpires in heaven. Can you just see the
Father saying to Jesus, “Jesus, Jim just got fired because a
fellow believer lied about him. What are We going to do? Do
You have any positions open down there?” Or, “Jesus, Sally
is thirty-four and not married yet. Do You have any available
guys down there for her? The man | wanted her to marry got
married to her best friend, who gossiped about her and
turned his heart away.” It sounds absurd, yet the way we
react insinuates that this is the way we view God.

Let’s see how Joseph would fare in our churches today. If
he were like most of us, do you know what he would be
doing? Plotting revenge. He would comfort himself with such
thoughts as, “When | get my hands on them, I'll kill them! |
will kill them for what they have done to me. They are going
to pay for this.” But if Joseph had actually had this attitude,
God would have left him in that dungeon to rot! That's
because if he had gotten out of prison with this motive, he
would have killed the heads of ten of the twelve tribes of
Israel. This would include Judah, from whose lineage Christ
would descend.

Yes, the ones who treated Joseph so wickedly were the
patriarchs of Israel! And God had promised Abraham that
they would bring forth a nation. Through them the Lord



Jesus would eventually come! Joseph stayed free from
offense, and the plan of God was established in his life and
in the lives of his brothers.

COULD IT GET ANY WORSE?

Prison was a time of sifting for Joseph, but it was also a
time of opportunity. There were two prisoners with Joseph,
and both had vivid and disturbing dreams. Joseph
interpreted both of their dreams with amazing accuracy.
One man was to be restored while the other would be
executed. Joseph asked the one about to be restored to
remember him when he regained Pharaoh’s favor. The man
returned to Pharaoh’s service, but two years passed with no
word from him. It was yet another letdown for Joseph,
another opportunity to become offended.

God always has a plan.

The time came when Pharaoh had a very alarming
dream. None of his magicians or wise men could give him
the explanation. It was then that the restored servant
remembered Joseph. He shared how Joseph had interpreted
his and his companion’s dreams in prison. Joseph was
brought before Pharaoh, and he told him what the dream
meant—a famine was coming—and wisely instructed him on
how to prepare for the crisis. Pharaoh immediately
promoted Joseph to second in command over all of Egypt.
Joseph, through the wisdom God had given him, prepared
for the severe famine that was coming.

Later when this famine came to all the known nations,
Joseph'’s brothers had to come to Egypt for aid. If Joseph had
held anything in his heart against his brothers, that would
have been the time to carry it out. He could have thrown
them in prison for life or tortured them and even killed them
and not be blamed because he was second in command in
Egypt. His brothers were of no concern to Pharaoh.

But Joseph ended up giving them grain for no charge.
Then they were given the best land of Egypt for their
families, and they ate the fat of the land. To sum it up, the



best of all the land of Egypt was given to them. Joseph
ended up blessing those who had cursed him and doing
good to those who hated him. (See Matthew 5:44.)

God knew what Joseph’s brothers would do before they
did it. As a matter of fact, the Lord knew they would do it
before He gave Joseph the dream or before any of those
boys was born.

To go one step further, look at what Joseph said to his
brothers when they were reunited. “But now, do not
therefore be grieved or angry with yourselves because you
sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life.
For these two years the famine has been in the land, and
there are still five years in which there will be neither
plowing nor harvesting. And God sent me before you to
preserve a posterity for you in the earth, and to save your
lives by a great deliverance. So now it was not you who sent
me here, but God” (Gen. 45:5-8, emphasis added).

Look at what the psalmist said: “Moreover He [God]
called for a famine in the land; He destroyed all the
provision of bread. He sent a man before them—jJoseph—
who was sold as a slave” (Ps. 105:16-17, emphasis added).

Who sent Joseph? His brothers or God? Out of the mouth
of two witnesses we see that it was God who sent him.
Joseph said plainly to his brothers, “It was not you who sent
me.” Hear what the Spirit is saying!

As already stated, no mortal man or devil can
supersede the plan of God for your life. If you lay hold of this
truth, it will set you free. But there is only one person who
can get you out of the will of God, and that is you!

Consider the children of Israel. God had sent a deliverer,
Moses, to lead them out of Egyptian bondage into the
Promised Land. After a year in the desert, leaders were sent
to spy it out. They returned complaining. They were afraid of
the nations in the land who were larger and stronger
militarily.

All the people, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb,
agreed with these leaders. The people felt as if God had



brought them out to die. They were offended with Moses
and God. This pattern had been going on for over a year.
Their offense resulted in that generation’s never seeing the
land God promised they would possess.

Many people have been serving the Lord fervently and
have come into difficult life situations because of being
mistreated by either wicked men or carnal Christians. The
truth is that they have been treated unjustly. But to become
offended would only fulfill the enemy’s purpose of getting
them out of the will of God.

If you stay free from offense you will stay in God’s will. If
you become offended you will be taken captive by the
enemy to fulfill his own purpose and will. Take your pick. It is
much more beneficial to stay free from offense.

We must remember that nothing can come against us
without the Lord’s knowledge of it before it ever happens. If
the devil could destroy us at will, he would have wiped us
out a long time ago because he hates man with a passion.
Always keep this exhortation before you:

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you
to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may
be able to bear it.

—1 Corinthians 10:13, emphasis added

Notice it says “the way of escape,” not “a way of
escape.” God has already seen every adverse circumstance
we will encounter— no matter how great or small—and He
has the way planned for escaping it. And, even more
thrilling, often the thing that looks like an abortion of God’s
plan actually ends up being the road to its fulfillment if we
stay in obedience and free from offense.

So remember: Stay submitted to God by not becoming
offended; resist the devil, and he will flee from you (James
4:7). We resist the devil by not becoming offended. The
dream or vision will probably happen differently from how



you think it will, but His Word and His promises will not fail.
We only risk aborting them by our disobedience.

ANOTHER KIND OF BETRAYAL

Not many have suffered the treatment Joseph received
from his brothers. It would not have been as painful if his
enemies did this. But these were his brothers, his flesh and
blood. They were the ones who were supposed to
encourage, support, defend, and care for him. Could there
be a worse scenario of mistreatment than that which Joseph
endured?



IT IS ONE THING TO EXPERIENCE
REJECTION AND MALICE FROM A
BROTHER OR SISTER, BUT IT IS
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT TO EXPERIENCE
REJECTION AND MALICE FROM A
FATHER.



| am a multigrade junior high and high school teacher. |
recently read The Bait of Satan, which brought several
revelations to my life. | shared the video with my students,
and the Holy Ghost was so strong in our classroom that
everyone began to confess offenses and ask for forgiveness.
Several children said that was the best day they had all
year. One student reconciled with her father after a huge
falling out; another started the healing process from deep
wounds with her grandmother. The Lord really ministered to
these children in a mighty way. Thank you for this message.

—R. F., INDIANA



MY FATHER, MY FATHER!

My father... know and see that there is neither
evil nor rebellion in my hand, and | have not sinned
against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it.

—1 Samuel 24:11

In the last chapter we saw how Joseph’s brothers sought
to destroy him. We saw the pain he experienced from this
betrayal. Perhaps you're in a similar situation. You've been
betrayed by those closest to you, people from whom you
wanted love and encouragement.

In this chapter | want to deal with a situation more
painful than a betrayal by a brother. It is one thing to
experience rejection and malice from a brother, but it is
entirely different to experience rejection and malice from a
father. When | speak of fathers, | am not just referring to a
biological father but to any leader God puts over us. These
are the people we thought would love, train, nurture, and
care for us.

A LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP

To examine an example of a father who betrayed, let’s
look at the relationship between King Saul and David. (See 1
Samuel 16-31.) Their lives touched even before they met, as
Samuel, the prophet of God, anointed David to be the next
king of Israel. David must have been overwhelmed with
excitement, thinking, “This is the same man who anointed
Saul. I am really going to be king!”

Back at the palace, Saul was being tormented by an evil
spirit because he had disobeyed God. His only relief came
as someone played the harp. Saul's servants began to look
for a young man who could sit in his presence and minister
to him. One of the king’s servants suggested David, the son
of Jesse. King Saul sent for David and asked him to come to
the palace and minister to him.



David must have thought, God is already bringing to
pass His promise through the prophet. Surely I'll win the
favor of the king. This must be my entry-level position.

Time passed, and David’s father asked him to bring
refreshments to his older brothers, who were at war with the
Philistines. Upon arriving at the battle lines, David saw the
Philistine champion, Goliath, mocking the army of God and
learned that this had gone on for forty days. He found out
that the king had offered his daughter’s hand in marriage to
the man who defeated this giant.

David went before the king and requested permission to
fight. He killed Goliath and won Saul’s daughter. By then he
had won Saul’s favor and was brought into the palace to live
with the king. Jonathan, Saul’s oldest son, made a covenant
of everlasting friendship with David. In everything Saul gave
David to do, the hand of God was on him, and it prospered.
The king requested that he eat at the table with his own
sons.

David was thrilled. He was living in the palace, eating at
the king’s table, married to the king’s daughter, friends with
Jonathan, and successful in all his campaigns. He was even
winning the favor of the people. He could see the prophecy
unfolding before his very eyes.

Saul favored David over all his other servants. He had
become a father to him. David was sure Saul would mentor
and train him and one day, with great honor, put him on the
throne. David was rejoicing in God’s faithfulness and
goodness.

But in one day everything changed.

As Saul and David returned from battle, side by side,
the women from all the cities of Israel came out dancing and
singing: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten
thousands.” This infuriated Saul, and from that day forward
he despised David. Twice, as David played his harp for him,
Saul tried to kill him.

The Bible says that Saul hated David because he knew
God was with David but not with him. David was forced to



run for his life. With nowhere else to go, he ran to the
wilderness.

“What is happening?” David wondered. “The promise
was unfolding, and now it is shattered. The man who is my
mentor is trying to kill me. What can | do? Saul is God’s
anointed servant. With him against me, what chance do |
have? He’'s the king, God’s man, over God’s nation. Why is
God allowing this?”

Saul chased David from wilderness to wilderness and
cave to cave, accompanied by three thousand of Israel’s
finest warriors. They had one purpose: to destroy David.

At this point the promise was just a shadow. David no
longer lived at the palace nor ate at the king’s table. He
inhabited damp caves and ate the scraps of wilderness
beasts. He no longer rode at the king's side but was hunted
by the men who once fought by his side. There was no warm
bed or servants to attend him, no compliments in the royal
court. His bride was given to another. He knew the
loneliness of a man without a country.

Notice that God, not the devil, placed David under the
care of Saul. Why would God not only allow this, but also
plan it? Why was favor dangled before David’s eyes only to
have it abruptly taken away? This was a prime opportunity
for David to be offended—not only with Saul, but also with
God. All the unanswered questions increased the temptation
to question God’s wisdom and plan.

Saul was so determined to kill this young man, at any
cost, that his madness increased. He became a desperate
man. Priests in the city of Nob provided David with shelter,
food, and Goliath’s sword. They knew nothing about David’s
running from Saul and thought he was on a mission for the
king. They inquired of the Lord on David’s behalf and sent
him on his way.

When Saul found out, he was furious. He killed eighty-
five innocent priests of the Lord and put the entire city of
Nob to the sword—every man, woman, child, nursing infant,
cow, donkey, and sheep. He carried the judgment against



them—the innocent—that he was supposed to carry against
the Amalekites. He was a murderer. How could God have
ever put His Spirit on such a man?

At one point Saul learned David was in the wilderness of
En Gedi and set out after him with three thousand warriors.
During their journey they stopped to rest at the entrance of
a cave, not knowing that David was hiding in the back. Saul
removed his outer robe and laid it aside. David quietly
slipped out of his hiding place, cut off a piece of the
discarded robe, and crept away without being noticed.

After Saul left the cave, David bowed down to the
ground and cried out after him: “My father, see! Yes, see the
corner of your robe in my hand! . .. know and see that there
is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and | have not
sinned against you. Yet you hunt my life to take it” (1 Sam.
24:11, emphasis added).

David’s cry to Saul was, “My father, my father!” To put it
plainly, he was crying, “See my heart! Be a father to me. |
need a leader to train me, not to destroy me!” Even while
Saul was trying to kill him, David’s heart still burned with
hope.

WHERE ARE THE FATHERS?

| have seen this cry in countless men and women in the
body of Christ. Most of them are young and with a strong
call of God on their lives. They cry out for a father, a man to
disciple, love, support, and encourage them. This is why
God said He would “turn the hearts of the fathers [leaders]
to the children [people], and the hearts of the children to
their fathers, lest | come and strike the earth with a curse”
(Mal. 4:6).

Our nation lost its fathers (dads, leaders, or ministers)
in the 1940s and 1950s, and today our condition is getting
worse. Not unlike Saul, many leaders in our homes,
corporations, and churches are more concerned with their
goals than with their offspring.

Because of this attitude, these leaders view God’s
people as resources to serve their vision instead of seeing



the vision as the vehicle to serve the people. The success of
the vision justifies the cost of wounded lives and shattered
people. Justice, mercy, integrity, and love are compromised
for success. Decisions are based on money, numbers, and
results.

This opens the door to treatment such as David
received— after all, Saul had a kingdom to protect. This type
of treatment is acceptable in the leaders’ minds because
they are pursuing the furtherance of the gospel.

How many leaders have cut off men under them
because of suspicion? Why are those leaders suspicious?
Because they are not serving God. They are serving a vision.
Like Saul, they are insecure in their calling, and that breeds
jealousy and pride. They recognize qualities in people that
they know are godly, and they are willing to use those
people as long as it benefits them. Saul enjoyed the success
of David until he saw it as a threat to him. He then demoted
David and watched for a reason to destroy him.

| have talked with countless young men and women
who cried out for accountability. They wanted to be
submitted to a leader who would disciple them. They felt
isolated and alone. They were seeking someone to father
them. But God allowed them to go through rejection
because God wanted to do in them what He had done in
David. Listen carefully to what the Spirit is saying.

David was concerned that Saul believed he was
rebellious and evil. David must have searched his heart,
saying, “Where have | gone wrong? How was Saul’'s heart
turned against me so quickly?” That is why he cried out,
“Someone urged me to kill you, but | said no. | only cut off
the corner of your robe so that you could know and see that
there is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand.” (See 1
Samuel 24:11.) David thought if he could prove his love for
Saul, Saul would restore him to favor, and the prophecy
would be fulfilled.

People who have been rejected by a father or leader
tend to take all the blame on themselves. They are



imprisoned by tormenting thoughts of What did | do? and
Was my heart impure? They sometimes wonder, Who turned
the heart of my leader against me? Then they constantly try
to prove their innocence to their leaders. They think that if
they can only show their loyalty and value they will be
accepted. Sadly, the more they try, the more rejected they
feel.

WHO WILL AVENGE ME?

Saul acknowledged David’'s goodness when he saw
David could have killed him and did not. So he and his men
left. David must have thought, Now the king will restore me.
Now the prophecy will come to pass. Surely he sees my
heart and will treat me better now.

Not so fast, David. Only a short time later, men reported
to Saul that David was in the hills of Hachilah. Saul went
after him again with the same three thousand soldiers. I'm
sure this devastated David. He realized it wasn’t a
misunderstanding but that Saul was intentionally, without
provocation, seeking his life. How rejected he must have
felt. Saul knew his heart and still marched against him.

David, along with Abishai, slipped into Saul’s camp. Not
one guard saw them because God had put them all in a
deep sleep. These two men sneaked through the entire
army to where Saul was sleeping.

Abishai pleaded with David. “God has delivered your
enemy into your hand this day. Now therefore, please, let
me strike him at once with the spear, right to the earth; and
| will not have to strike him a second time!” (1 Sam. 26:8).

Abishai had very good reasons why he thought David
should allow him to kill Saul. First, Saul had murdered
eighty-five innocent priests and their families—in cold blood!

Second, he was out with an army of three thousand to
kill David and his followers. If you don’t kill the enemy first,
Abishai reasoned, he will surely kill you. It is self-defense.
Every court of law allows for that!



Third, God through Samuel had anointed David as the
next king of Israel. David should claim his inheritance if he
didn’t want to end up a dead man without the prophecy
ever being fulfilled.

Fourth, God put this entire army into a deep sleep so
that David and Abishai could walk right up to Saul. Why else
would God do this? To Abishai it seemed David would never
get a chance like this again.

All these reasons sounded good. They made sense, and
David was receiving the encouragement from another
brother. So if David was the least bit offended, he would
have felt totally justified and would have allowed Abishai to
put a spear through Saul.

Listen to David’s response: “Do not destroy him; for who
can stretch out his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be

guiltless?...as the Lord lives, the Lord shall strike him, or his
day shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and

perish. The Lord forbid that | should stretch out my hand

against the Lord’'s anointed” (1 Sam. 26:9-11, emphasis

added).

David would not kill Saul even though Saul had
murdered innocent people and wanted to murder David as
well. David would not avenge himself, but he left it in the
hands of God.

Of course, it would have been easier to put an end to it
right there—easy for David and for the people of Israel. He
knew the nation was like a flock of sheep without a
shepherd. He knew a wolf was robbing them for his own
selfish desires. It was hard for him not to defend himself, but
it was possibly harder not to deliver the people he loved
from a mad king. David made this decision even though he
knew Saul’s only comfort was the thought of his destruction.

David had proved his purity of heart when he spared
Saul the first time. Yet even when David had a second
chance to kill Saul, he would not touch him. Saul was



anointed of the Lord, and David left him in God’s hand to
judge.

How many people today have a heart like David’'s? We
no longer kill with physical swords but ravage each other
with a sword of another kind—the tongue. “Death and life
are in the power of the tongue” (Prov. 18:21).

Churches split, families divide, marriages shatter, and
love dies, crushed by an onslaught of words launched in
hurt and frustration. Offended by friends, family, and
leaders, we take aim with words sharpened by bitterness
and anger. Even though information may be factual and
accurate, motives are impure.

Proverbs 6:16-19 says that sowing discord or separation
among brethren is an abomination to the Lord. When we
repeat something with the intention of separating or
damaging relationships or reputations—even though it is
true—it is still an affront to God.

IS GOD USING ME TO EXPOSE MY
LEADER'S SINS?

For seven years | served full time in the ministry of
helps and pastored youth before God released my wife and
me to our present ministry. While | was a youth pastor, there
was a man who did not like me or the message | preached.
Normally that would not bother me, but this man had a
position of authority over me.

| believed God had told me to bring a strong word of
purity and boldness to the young people, and his son was in
my group.

Conviction was stirring in this young man’s heart. One
day he came to us crying. He was upset because he felt the
lifestyle he saw at home fell short of what | was challenging
him and the other young people to follow.

This incident and other personality conflicts seemed to
make his father determined to get rid of me. He would go to
the head pastor to stir his anger against me with false
accusations. Then he would turn around and tell me how the



senior pastor was against me but that he was standing up
for me. There were assorted critical staff memos, none that
bore my name, but they identified me in other ways. He
would smile to my face, but his intention was to destroy me.

Several members of the youth group said they had
heard | was to be fired. It was this man’s son spreading the
news, not in a malicious way, but just because he was
repeating what he'd heard at home. | was angry and
confused. | went to this man, and he admitted saying this,
but he said he was just repeating the senior pastor’s
thoughts.

Months went by, and there seemed to be no way to
alleviate the situation. He had even severed all contact
between my senior pastor and me. This was not only the
case for me but for all the pastors that were not in his favor.

My family was under constant pressure, never knowing
whether we would remain at the church or be put out. We
had bought a house, my wife was pregnant, and we had
nowhere to go. | did not want to send out resumes. |
believed God had brought me to that church, and | was
staying with no plan B.

My wife was a nervous wreck. “Honey, | know they are
going to fire you. Everyone is telling me they are.”

“They didn’t hire me, and they can’t fire me without
God’s approval,” | told her. She thought | was denying the
circumstances and begged me to quit.

Finally the news came that the decision to fire me had
been made. The senior pastor announced to the church that
changes were coming to the youth group. | still had not
spoken with him about the conflict with the leader he had
put over me. | was scheduled to meet with him and that
man the next day. God very specifically impressed upon me
not to defend myself.

When | met with my pastor the next day, | was
surprised to find the pastor sitting alone in his office. He
looked at me and said, “John, God sent you to this church. |
am not letting you go.” | was relieved. God had protected



me at the last moment. “Why is this man after you?” he
asked me. “Please go to him and make it right between you
and him.”

Shortly after that meeting | received written evidence of
a decision the leader had made regarding my area of
responsibility. It exposed his true motives. | was ready to
take it to the senior pastor.

That day | paced the floor and prayed for forty-five
minutes, trying to overcome the uncomfortable feeling |
had. | kept saying, “God, this man has been dishonest and
wicked. He must be exposed. He is a destructive force in
this ministry. | must tell the pastor the way he really is!”

| further justified my intentions to expose him.
“Everything | am reporting is fact and documented, not
emotional. If he is not stopped, his wickedness will infiltrate
this entire church.” Finally, in frustration, | blurted out, “God,
You don’'t want me to expose him, do You?”

When | spoke those words, the peace of God flooded my
heart. | shook my head in amazement. | knew God did not
want me to do anything, so | threw away the evidence.
Later, when | could look at the scene more objectively, I
realized | had wanted to avenge myself more than protect
anyone in the ministry. | had reasoned myself into believing
my motives were unselfish. My information was accurate,
but my motives were impure.

Time passed, and one day as | was praying outside the
church before office hours, the man drove up to the church.
God impressed upon me to go to him and humble myself.
Immediately | was defensive. “No, Lord, he needs to come
to me. He is the one causing all the problems.”

| continued to pray, but again the Lord insisted that | go
to him immediately and humble myself. | knew it was God. |
phoned him from my office and went to his. But what | said
and how | said it was much different from how it would have
been if God hadn’t dealt with me.

With all sincerity | asked his forgiveness. “l have been
critical and judgmental of you,” | confessed.



He immediately softened, and we talked for an hour.
From that day forward his attacks against me stopped, even
though a problem continued between him and some of the
other pastors.

Six months later, while | was ministering out of the
country, all the wrong this man had done was exposed to
the senior pastor. It had nothing to do with me but with
other areas of the ministry. What he was doing was much
worse than what | knew. He was fired immediately.

Judgment had come, but not by my hand. The very
thing he tried to do to me happened to him. However, when
it happened to him, | was not happy. | grieved for him and
his family. | understood his pain—I| had gone through it
myself at his hands.

Because | had forgiven him six months previously, | now
loved him and did not wish this for him. If he had been fired
when | was angry with him a year earlier, | would have
rejoiced. | knew then | was truly free from the offense I'd
harbored. Humility and refusing to avenge myself were the
keys that freed me from my prison of offense.

A year later | saw him in an airport. | was overwhelmed
with the love of God. | ran over to where he was standing
and hugged him. | was genuinely happy when he told me
things were well with him. If I had never gone to him and
humbled myself months earlier in his office, | wouldn’t have
been able to look him in the eye that day at the airport.
Several years have passed since I've seen him, but | feel
only love and a sincere desire to see him in God’s will.

David was wise when he chose to let God be Saul’'s
judge. You ask, “Whom did God use to judge Saul, His
servant?” The Philistines. Saul, along with his sons, died
battling them. When the news reached David, he did not
celebrate. He mourned.

One man boasted to David that he had killed Saul. He
had hoped this news would win his favor, but it had an
opposite effect. “How was it you were not afraid to put forth



your hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” David asked. He
ordered that the man be executed. (See 2 Samuel 1:14-15.)

David then composed a song for the people of Judah to
sing in honor of Saul and his sons. He charged the people
not to proclaim it in the streets of the Philistine cities lest
the enemy rejoice. He proclaimed no rain or crops in the
place where Saul was slain. He called for all of Israel to
weep over Saul. This is not the heart of an offended man. An
offended man would have said, “He got what he deserved!”

David went even further. He did not kill the remaining
seed of the house of Saul. Instead he showed kindness to
them. He gave land and food to them and granted a
descendant a seat at the king’s table. Does this sound like
an offended man?

Even though David was rejected by the one who should
have fathered him, he remained loyal even after Saul’s
death. It is easy to be loyal to a leader or father who loves
you, but what about one who is out to destroy you? Will you
be a man or woman after the heart of God, or will you seek
to avenge yourself?



IT IS RIGHTEOUS FOR GOD TO
AVENGE HIS SERVANTS. IT IS
UNRIGHTEOUS FOR GOD'S SERVANTS
TO AVENGE THEMSELVES.



Mr. Bevere, | just read your book The Bait of Satan today
—I could not put it down! This is certainly one of the best
books | have ever read.

—P. A., MISSOURI



HOW SPIRITUAL VAGABONDS ARE
BORN

“The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my
master, the Lord’s anointed, to stretch out my hand

against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lord.” So
David restrained his servants with these words, and
did not allow them to rise against Saul.

—1 Samuel 24:6-7

In the last chapter we saw how David was mistreated by
the man he had hoped would be his father. David kept trying
to understand where he had gone wrong. What had he done
to turn Saul’s heart against him, and how could he win it
back? He proved his loyalty by sparing Saul's life even
though Saul aggressively pursued his.

He cried out to Saul with his head bowed to the ground,
saying, “See that there is neither evil nor rebellion in my
hand, and | have not sinned against you.”

Once David knew he had shown his loyalty to his leader,
his mind was eased. Later he learned more devastating
news: Saul still desired to destroy him. But David refused to
raise a hand against the one who sought to take his life,
though God had put the army to sleep and had given him a
companion who pleaded for permission to kill Saul. David
somehow sensed that this sleeping army served another
purpose—the testing of his very heart.

God wanted to see whether David would kill to establish
his kingdom, after the order of Saul, or allow God to
establish his throne in righteousness forever.

Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
place to wrath; for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, | will
repay,” says the Lord.

—Romans 12:19



It is righteous for God to avenge His servants. It is
unrighteous for God’s servants to avenge themselves. Saul
was a man who avenged himself. He chased David, a man of
honor, for fourteen years and murdered the priests and their
families.

As David stood over the sleeping Saul, he faced an
important test. It would reveal whether David still had the
noble heart of a shepherd or the insecurity of another Saul.
Would he remain a man after God’s heart? Initially it is so
much easier when we take matters into our own hands,
rather than waiting on a righteous God.

God tests His servants with obedience. He deliberately
places us in situations where the standards of religion and
society would appear to justify our actions. He allows others,
especially those close to us, to encourage us to protect
ourselves. We may even think we would be noble and
protect others by avenging ourselves. But this is not God’s
way. It is the way of the world’s wisdom. It is earthly and
fleshly.

When | consider the opportunity | had for exposing the
leader over me, | remember wrestling with the thought that
he might hurt others if he was not exposed. | kept thinking,
I’'m only reporting truth. If | don’t, how will this ever end? |
was encouraged by others to expose him.

Today, however, | know that God gave me that
information for one reason—to test me. Was | going to
become like the man who sought to destroy me? Or would |
allow for God’s judgment or mercy if the man repented?

HOW CAN GOD USE CORRUPT

LEADERS?

Many people ask, “Why does God put people under
leaders who make serious mistakes and even some that are
wicked?”

Look at the childhood of Samuel. (See 1 Samuel 2-5.)
God, not the devil, was the One who put this young man
under the authority of a corrupt priest named Eli and his two



wicked sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who were priests as well.
These men were very wicked. They took offerings by
manipulation and force, and they committed fornication with
the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle.

Can you imagine if you were serving a minister who
lived this kind of life? A minister who was so insensitive to
the things of the Spirit that he couldn’t recognize a woman
in prayer and accused her of being drunk! So fleshly that he
was grossly overweight. So compromising that he did
nothing about his sons, whom he had appointed as leaders,
who were committing fornication right in the church.

Most Christians today would be offended and search for
another church, telling others as they went of the wicked
lifestyle of their former pastor and his leaders. In the midst
of such corruption, | love the report of what young Samuel

did: “Now the boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before EIli”
(1 Sam. 3:1).

But corruption took its toll: “And the word of the Lord
was rare in those days; there was no widespread revelation”
(1 Sam. 3:1). God seemed distant to the entire Hebrew
community. The lamp of God was about to go out in the
temple of the Lord. Yet did Samuel go look for another place
to worship? Did he go to the elders to expose the
wickedness of Eli and his sons? Did he form a committee to
put Eli and his sons out of the pastorate? No, he ministered
to the Lord!

God had placed Samuel there, and he was not
responsible for the behavior of Eli or his sons. He was put
under them not to judge them but to serve them. He knew
Eli was God’s servant, not his. He knew that God was quite
capable of dealing with His own.

Children do not correct fathers. But it is the duty of
fathers to train and correct the children. We are to deal with
and confront those whom God has given us to train. This is
our responsibility. Those on our own level we are to
encourage and exhort as brothers and sisters. But in this



chapter, as with the last, | am dealing with our response to
those in authority over us.

Samuel served God’s appointed minister the best he
could, without the pressure to judge him or correct him. The
only time Samuel spoke a word of correction was when Eli
came to Samuel and asked him what prophecy God had
given him the night before. But even then it was not a word
of correction from Samuel, but from God. If more people
would get hold of this truth, our churches would be different.

CHURCHES AREN'T CAFETERIAS

Today men and women leave churches so readily if they
see something wrong in the leadership. Perhaps it is the way
the pastor takes offerings. Maybe it is the way the money is
spent. If they don’t like what the pastor preaches, they
leave. He is either not approachable, or he is too familiar.
This list doesn’t end. Rather than face the difficulties and
maintain hope, they run to where there appears to be no
conflict.

Let’s face it: Jesus is the only perfect pastor. So why do
we run from difficulties in America instead of facing them
and working through them? When we don’t hit these
conflicts head on, we usually leave offended. Sometimes we
say our prophetic ministry just was not received. We then go
from church to church looking for a place with flawless
leadership.

As | write this book, | have been a member at only two
churches in two different states in the last fourteen years. |
have had more than two—in fact, numerous—opportunities
to become offended with the leadership over me (most of
which, | might add, stemmed from my own fault or
immaturity). | had the chance to become critical and
judgmental with leadership, but leaving was not the answer.
In the midst of a very trying circumstance, one day the Lord
spoke to me through a Scripture verse and said, “This is the
way | want you to leave a church”:

For you shall go out with joy, and be /ed out with peace.

—Isaiah 55:12, emphasis added



Most do not leave this way. They think churches are like
cafeterias; they can pick and choose what they like! They
feel the freedom to stay as long as there are no problems.
But this does not agree at all with what the Bible teaches.
You are not the one who chooses where you go to church.
God does! The Bible does not say, “God has set the
members, each one of them, in the body just as they
please.” Rather it says, “But now God has set the members,
each one of them, in the body just as He pleased” (1 Cor.
12:18, emphasis added).

Remember that, if you're in the place where God wants
you, the devil will try to offend you to get you out. He wants
to uproot men and women from the place where God plants
them. If he can get you out, he has been successful. If you
will not budge, even in the midst of great conflict, you will
spoil his plans.

THE CRITICAL DECEPTION

| was in a church for several years. The pastor was one
of the best preachers in America. When | first attended that
church, I would sit with my mouth open in awe of the biblical
teaching that came from his mouth.

As time passed, because of my position of serving the
pastor, | was close enough to see his flaws. | questioned
some of his ministry decisions. | became critical and
judgmental, and offense set in. He preached, and | sensed
no inspiration or anointing. His preaching no longer
ministered to me.

Another couple who were our friends and also on staff

seemed to be discerning the same thing. God sent them out
from the church, and they started their own ministry. They
asked us to go with them. They knew how we were
struggling. They encouraged us to get on with the call on
our lives. They would tell us all the things this pastor, his
wife, and the leadership were doing wrong. We would
commiserate together, feeling hopeless and trapped.



They seemed sincerely concerned for our welfare. But
our discussion only fueled our fire of discontent and offense.
As Proverbs 26:20 illustrates, “where there is no wood, the
fire goes out; and where there is no talebearer, strife
ceases.” What they were saying to us may have been
correct information, but it was wrong in the eyes of God
because it was adding wood to the fire of offense in them as
well as in us.

“We know you are a man of God,” they said to me.
“That’'s why you are having the problems you are having in
this place.” It sounded good.

My wife and | said to each other, “That is it. We are in a
bad situation. We need to get out. This pastor and his wife
love us. They will pastor us. The people in their church will
receive us and the ministry God has given us.”

We left our home church and began attending this
couple’s church, but only for a few short months. Even
though we thought we had run from our problem, we
noticed there was still a struggle for us. Our spirits had no
joy. We were bound to a fear of becoming what we had just
left. It seemed everything we did was forced and unnatural.
We couldn’t fit into the flow of the Spirit. Now even our
relationship with the new pastor and his wife was strained.

Finally 1 knew we should return to our home church.
When we did, we knew at once that we were back in the will
of God, even though it had appeared that we would be more
accepted and loved elsewhere.

Then God shocked me. “John, | never told you to leave
this church. You left out of offense!”

This was not the fault of the other pastor and his wife,
but ours. They understood our frustration and were trying to
resolve the same issues in their own hearts. When you’re
out of the will of God, you will not be a blessing or help to
any church. When you’re out of the will of God, even the
good relationships will be strained. We had been out of
God’s will.



Offended people react to the situation and do things
that appear right even though they are not inspired by God.
We are not called to react but to act.

If we are obedient to God and have sought Him, and He
is not speaking, then do you know what the answer is? He is
probably saying, “Stay right where you are. Don’t change a
thing.” Often, when we feel pressure, we look for a word
from God

to bring us relief. But God puts us in these very
uncomfortable crucibles to mature, refine, and strengthen,
not to destroy us!

Within one month | had an opportunity to meet with the
pastor of my original church. | repented of being critical and
rebellious. He graciously forgave me. Our relationship was
strengthened, and joy returned to my heart. | immediately
started to receive the pastor’'s ministry from the pulpit
again, and | remained in that church for years.

THE PLANTED FLOURISH
The Bible says in Psalm 92:13, “Those who are planted

in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our
God” (emphasis added).

Notice that those who flourish are “planted” in the
house of the Lord. What happens to a plant if you transplant
it every three weeks? Most of you know that its root system
will diminish, and it will not blossom or prosper. If you keep
transplanting it, the plant will die of shock!

Many people go from church to church, ministry team to
ministry team, trying to develop their ministry. If God puts
them in a place where they are not recognized and
encouraged, they are easily offended. If they don’'t agree
with the way something is done, they are offended and go.
They then leave, blaming the leadership. They are blind to
any of their own character flaws and do not realize God
wanted to refine and mature them through the pressure
they were under.



Let’s learn from the examples God gives with plants and
trees. When a fruit tree is put in the ground it has to face
rainstorms, hot sun, and wind. If a young tree could talk, it
might say, “Please get me out of here! Put me in a place
where there is no sweltering heat or windy storms!”

If the gardener listened to the tree, he would actually
harm it. Trees endure the hot sun and rainstorms by sending
their roots down deeper. The adversity they face is
eventually the source of great stability. The harshness of the
elements surrounding them causes them to seek another
source of life. They will one day come to the place that even
the greatest of windstorms cannot affect their ability to
produce fruit.

Several years ago | lived in Florida, a citrus capital. Most
Floridians know that the colder the winter is for the trees,
the sweeter the oranges. If we did not run so fast from
spiritual resistance, our root systems would have a chance
to become stronger and deeper, and our fruit would be
plentiful and sweeter in the eyes of God and more palatable
to His people! We would be mature trees that the Lord
delights in, rather than ones uprooted for their lack of fruit
(Luke 13:6-9). We should not resist the very thing God sends
to mature us.

The psalmist David, inspired by the Holy Ghost, made a
powerful connection between offense, the law of God, and
our spiritual growth. He wrote in Psalm 1:

Blessed is the man... [whose] delight is in the law of the

Lord; and in His law he meditates day and night.

—Psalm 1:1-2

Then in Psalm 119:165 he gave us more insight into
people who love God’s laws.

Great peace have they which love [or delight in] thy
law: and nothing shall offend them.

-KJV, emphasis ADDED

Verse 3 of Psalm 1 finally describes the destiny of such
a person.



He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall
not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.

—emphasis ADDED

In other words, a believer who chooses to delight in the
Word of God in the midst of adversity will avoid being
offended. That person will be like a tree whose roots search
deep to where the Spirit provides strength and nourishment.
He will draw from the well of God deep within his spirit. This
will mature him to the point where adversity will now be the
catalyst for fruit. Hallelujah!

Now we gain insight into Jesus’ interpretation of the
parable of the sower.

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony
ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately
receive it with gladne