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Chapter One

Signs, Seasons and the Moon

"Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the GOD of
Jacob. take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the
psaltery. blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on
our solemn feast day. for this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the GOD
of Jacob.”-Psalm 81:1-4 (KJV)

Most Christians are not familiar with the Hebraic concept of the
Bible, this despite the fact that most Christians understand that Jesus,
the Apostles, the Prophets and the majority of other notables in the
Bible were of Hebrew descent. This ignorance of the Hebraic nature of
Scripture had led to much misunderstanding and, consequently and
unfortunately, a degree of misinterpretation of the Scripture. This
misunderstanding has affected how we think, and how we think
affects our outlook on life, our doctrinal beliefs and our view of
prophecy.

One of the most glaring examples of this Scriptural ignorance is the
"appointed times” of God. What makes this so interesting, and a bit
puzzling I might add, is that the appointed times are one of the first
things established at the beginning of Creation.

"Then God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to
divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for
days and years.” (Genesis 1:14)

The word translated here as "seasons" is the Hebrew moedim or
"appointed times." And so we understand that the heavenly
luminaries — the sun, moon and stars—were placed in the cosmos in
part to teach us of these appointed times of God. As you can see by
what the psalmist declares in Psalm 81, the Hebrew people were well
aware of these appointed times and conducted their lives in
accordance with the specific seasons that God had ordained. The
psalmist also makes it clear that these moedim were connected to the

heavenly bodies, in this case, the moon.
Israel and the Lunar Cycle

The Hebrew word translated as "month" is chodesh. There are



occasions when this same Hebrew word is translated as "moon." The
Hebrew root word, chadash, means "to renew." Thus, the Hebraic view
of a month is tied to the idea of something being "renewed." That
"something" is the moon which renews itself every twenty-nine to
thirty days. This cycle begins with what is called a "new moon"—
known in Hebrew as rosh chodesh or "head of the month." Following
this initial stage, this heavenly body will continue to "wax" greater
until at the midpoint of the cycle—typically the fourteenth or fifteenth
day —it will become full. From that point it will begin to wane until it
disappears totally, thus starting the cycle over again.

That is the simple explanation of what happens during this cycle,
but what does it mean? What is the spiritual significance? First, we
should understand that the lunar cycle and particularly the new moon
was of the utmost importance to Israel. In fact, every new moon was
considered a Sabbath (the new moon of the seventh month is regarded
as a "High Sabbath") and was acknowledged as such with feasting and
presenting offerings.

"At the beginning of your months (the new moon) you shall present a
burnt offering to the LORD; two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in
their first year, without blemish.” (Numbers 28:11)

"Then Jonathan said to David, "Tomorrow is the New Moon, and you will
be missed, because your seat will be empty.’ ... and when the new moon had
come, the king sat down to eat the feast.” (1 Samuel 20:18, 24)

Secondly we should note that the moon itself is a heavenly "body"
incapable of generating its own light. By design it may only reflect the
light of the sun. So then, there are times when this reflection cannot be
seen from Earth. When it is hidden from view, astronomers refer to
this as a "new moon." Actually, the moon is still there but we can't see
it because it is in a state called "conjunction.”

Because the moon doesn't rotate on its axis as the earth does, the
same side of the moon always faces the sun and the other side always
faces away from the sun. This is why we have the "dark side of the
moon." As the moon revolves around the earth, it will eventually
move directly between the sun and the earth. The side of the moon
that always faces away from the sun—the dark side—will be facing



the earth. This factor, coupled with the fact that the overpowering
glare of direct sunlight has the ability to conceal things from view — as
when you are driving into the late afternoon sun—results in the moon
being hidden from our eyes.

Again, this "conjunction” is what astronomers refer to as a "new
moon," however, this is not what the Bible means by "new moon." In
biblical days, after the moon disappeared, witnesses would wait and
watch every night for the "renewing" of the moon—they knew that it
would eventually reappear. Science tells us that after the moon is in
conjunction, it typically exits that concealed state and reappears in the
night sky after an average of 2.5 days. In other words, it renews itself
—it is "born again" — on the third day!

When it first reappears and we can once again see the light of the
sun being reflected off of the face of the moon—because it can't
produce its own light—the Bible refers to this renewal as the "new
moon." Tradition has it that when two or more witnesses saw the new
moon, they were to sound the shofar. They would then make this
sighting known to the Sanhedrin who would then convey the news to
the the High Priest. Through the High Priest, all of Israel would be
alerted to the start of the new month. This information was crucial,
because only through accurately establishing the months could Israel
taithfully keep the "appointed times" of the Lord.

There are many lessons that we can learn from the lunar cycle, but I
will relate just one primary lesson to you here. As I have already
noted, the moon is representative of a "body." The rabbis have said
that it represents Israel. Of course, God would not choose the sun to
represent Israel because the sun doesn't need to be renewed —it just is.
In fact, the very light we mistakenly refer to as "moonlight" isn't
moonlight at all, but the light of the sun being reflected off of the face
of the moon.

Because the moon does reflect the light of the Sun, it becomes
obvious to us as Christians that this is a picture of us as well. To see it
this way is not inaccurate and is not to dispute that the moon is
representative of Israel. How can they both be right? Because we
understand through the writings of Paul that, through Jesus Christ,



you and I have been grafted into the family God calls Israel (Rom. 11).

When we consider Israel's connection to the lunar cycle please pay
attention to the fact that, beginning with the new moon and
continuing until the full moon, the world goes from dark to light. In
other words, at the beginning of the cycle there is darkness but by the
time we reach a full moon, there is sufficient light to see. Furthermore,
after the brightness of the full moon the light begins to wane until
there is complete darkness again.

With this in mind, consider that from Abraham to Solomon is
fifteen generations corresponding to the first fifteen days of the lunar
cycle. At the beginning, in Abraham's day, the glory that would
become Israel was only a promise. This would be personified by the
appearance of the new moon. But by the days of Solomon, the
promise had become more of a reality. In Solomon's' day, Israel
enjoyed great prosperity and peace, due mainly to the fact that the
Presence of God dwelt among them in the Temple of the Lord. Thus,
Solomon —the fifteenth from Abraham —corresponds to the full moon
which occurs typically on the fifteenth day of the month.

His father, David, would have been the fourteenth from Abraham.
Interestingly enough, the numerical equivalent of David as written in
Hebrew is fourteen. Between David and his son Solomon, Israel
enjoyed some of the greatest days of their history.

After Solomon though, the light began to wane until fifteen
generations later, the light was extinguished. It was in that generation,
in the days of King Zedekiah, that the Temple was destroyed and the
House of Judah was taken into Babylonian captivity.

Still, the story does not end there, because like the moon which is
renewed again and again, Israel was destined to be restored back to
her former glory. Thus, the prophet Hosea wrote that:

"Come, and let us return to the LORD; for He has torn, but He will heal
us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up. After two days He will revive us;
on the third day He will raise us up, that we may live in His sight.” (Hosea
6:1-2)

Keeping in mind that the new moon typically occurs on the third
day after being hidden for the previous two days, we see that Hosea's



prophecy speaks in concert with the lunar cycle. After two days, Israel
(which includes those of us who are followers of Jesus the Messiah)
will return to the Lord after being in darkness. On the third day they
will be "raised up"— revived, renewed —so that they may live in His
sight.

As far as Christians are concerned, for two thousand years, we have
lived in darkness when it comes to understanding God's ways and
methods of performing His Will. By that I mean, by and large we have
not recognized His "appointed times" and how He established them in
the Hebrew Scriptures and, more importantly, how the Messiah
fulfilled them and how He even alluded to them in the Gospels. For
instance, on the night before His death—at Passover, one of the
"appointed times"—]Jesus took the third cup of the Passover meal and
said something very interesting.

"Likewise, He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in My blood, which is shed for you.”” (Luke 22:20)

To most Christians, this verse seems to say that the reason Jesus
came to earth was to make a brand new covenant with us through His
death. In other words, our perception of "new" is that it is something
that has not been seen or used before. The reality is not exactly what
we have perceived. To understand what He actually meant can only
be understood by looking at it through the Hebrew Scriptures and
understanding God's appointed times.

When Jesus announced the offering of the "new covenant in My
blood," we understand He was not speaking in English but In
Hebrew. In that language Jesus would have said “brit chadashah
b'dami” — literally rendered, "renewed covenant in my blood." Please
notice the word chadashah or "renewed." This is derived from the same
root— chadash — that gives birth to the word chodesh, interpreted as
"month" and sometimes as "moon."

Considering what we now know about the lunar cycle, we are to
understand that the Messiah was renewing a covenant that had
already been initiated but which had also been "lost" or "hidden." That
this is the case can be better perceived when we understand that this
"renewed covenant" was prophesied of by the prophet Jeremiah.



"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—not according
to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by
the hand to lead them out of the land of Eqypt, My covenant which they
broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
LORD. I will put my law in their minds, and write it on their hearts, and I
will be their god and they shall be my people.” (Jeremiah 31:31-33)

In the above passage, the word translated as "new" is chadashah, and
so it should be rendered as "renewed." The Lord makes it clear
through Jeremiah that the covenant He refers to has been presented
before and then broken. The renewal of this covenant would
successfully accomplish results not attained by the previous covenant.
By the words of Jesus we understand that the difference in the
covenant would be that its confirmation and atonement would not be
accomplished with the blood of bulls or goats (Heb. 9:12) but by the
blood of Messiah, the Son of God, who Himself would be "renewed"
or resurrected on the third day —just like the moon on Rosh Chodesh!

Now, here we are two thousand years later and some Christians are
just now realizing the depth of this and its relationship to God's
appointed times. Nevertheless, it seems that God's cycles actually
predicted this failure to wunderstand completely and, more
importantly, predicted when we would begin to "see the light." In
other words, if it has been two thousand years since the Messiah was
crucified, buried and resurrected, then it has actually been two days.

"Beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.” (2 Peter 3:8)

Understanding that two days have passed since the Messiah
established the "Renewed Covenant" — (in Hebrew, Brit Chadashah)—
then we should also understand that we are on the threshold of the
third day. Through the lessons of the lunar cycle, and specifically the
new moon, we are to understand that, on the third day, what has been
hidden will reappear. When that happens, witnesses to this event are
to sound the alarm so that all of God's people will understand what is
about to happen. We all need to be aware that things new are about to



take place, We all need to be awakened to the fact that God wants to
show us something that we have not seen up until this point.

To put it another way, we must understand the significance of the
lunar cycle, and especially the "new moon," if we are to more fully
understand the importance and extent of all God's appointed times.
Though the moon "seems" to disappear, it is actually being renewed
consistently. Understanding this, we can better appreciate that God's
way of doing things with and for His people is always renewal not
reinvention. If we can grasp the significance of the lunar cycle, then
we have a solid foundation upon which to build the revelations
inherent in all the other God- appointed times.

Two or More Witnesses

In Psalm 81, the writer admonishes Israel to blow the shofar—the
Biblical trumpet—at the new moon to call attention to its importance.
But notice that he also instructs them to sound it again at the "time
appointed.” The Hebrew word translated as "time appointed"” is keseh
and is actually intended to mean "full moon." This is, as you know,
two weeks after the appearance of the new moon. I believe this to
mean that the shofar—the alarm—is to be sounded throughout the
specific season God is alerting us to. Why? By sounding the shofar—
which is believed to be a picture of the prophetic voice—at the time of
the new moon and again at the full moon should be considered as
representing the voice of two witnesses who are declaring the advent
of a special season.

Scripture makes it clear that God always uses at least two witnesses
to establish any truth.

"By the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established.”
(Deuteronomy 19:15)

"I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set
before you life and death...” (Deuteronomy 30:19)

"But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that by the mouth
of two or three witnesses every word may be established.” (Matthew 18:16)

"And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy one
thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” (Revelation
11:3)

The greatest truth is that God sent His son as Messiah of the world



and along with His Son, He sent the witnesses to establish this as
truth. At His birth there were "wise men," meaning more than one
(Mt. 2:1). When He was brought into the Temple for the first time,
both Simeon and Anna acknowledged who He was (Luke 2). When
John baptized Him, the appearance of a dove and the sound of the
Father's voice identified Him as the Promised One (Mt. 3).

At His resurrection, two angels were in the tomb to announce that
He was alive (Jn. 20:12). As He ascended, two men in white were there
to pronounce that He would return again in like manner (Acts 1:10).
Finally, in the last book of the Bible, both the Spirit and the Bride say,
"come" (Rev. 22:17).

This hopetully demonstrates that any thing that is considered to be
God-ordained is established by at least two witnesses. Consequently,
that God has appointed times and that we should hearken unto these
times and understand them is also established by at least two
witnesses. The cycle of the moon—new moon and full moon—does
this. The fact that the moon—one heavenly body —reflects the light of
another luminary —the sun—further validates this.

The Pilgrimage Feasts AS | have already pointed out, the appropriate reason
for sounding the shofar is to call us to attention. In the case of Psalm
81, we are being asked to notice and pay attention to the season we
are entering into — a season that begins with the "new moon" and is
highlighted by the "full moon." The fact that this season is regarded as
a "solemn feast day" (in Hebrew chag), specifies this season as being
during one of the seven "feasts of the Lord." Moreover, by using the
moon and its cycle, Asaph actually pinpoints the exact season for us.

Of the seven Biblical feasts, only three are considered chagim or
"solemn feast days." These are the three pilgrimage feasts during
which Israel was to present themselves before the Lord. They are
Unleavened Bread (PPassover), Pentecost and Tabernacles. The
Scripture declares:

"Three times a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God
in the place which He chooses: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast
of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles; and they shall not appear before the
LORD empty handed.” (Deuteronomy 16:16)



The Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of Weeks, more
commonly known as Pentecost are feasts that fall in springtime. The
Feast of Tabernacles comes later in the fall of the year. In fact,
Tabernacles is the last of the seven feasts. Of the three mentioned, only
two of them occur during a full moon—the Feast of Unleavened Bread
and the Feast of Tabernacles. Of these two only the Feast of
Tabernacles has a significant connection to the new moon—the other
time Israel is instructed to blow the shofar.

Two weeks before the Feast of Tabernacles, on the new moon, there
is another "appointed time" known in the Bible as Yom Teruah, but
most commonly known as Rosh Hashana. This is the Feast of Trumpets
when, of course, we are to "blow the shofar." In other words, the
psalmist is calling attention to the "appointed times" that fall at the
end of the biblical feast cycle. That we are to blow it at the "new
moon" and "full moon" hints at the possibility that these two phases of
the moon serve as witnesses of what God desires to do at this
particular time of year.

Moreover, I will suggest to you that because this is the festival at
the end of the cycle, perhaps there is something about them that is to
be directed to those of God's people who are living "at the end." As a
matter of fact, I find it extremely interesting that the new moon that
begins the seventh Hebrew month called Tishri—a.k.a. Rosh Hashana
—is also called Chevlai shel Mashiach, which means "birth pangs of the
Messiah."

This is extremely interesting when you consider that Rosh Hashana
is the only feast day that occurs on a new moon, meaning that Rosh
Hashana can come without warning. Yes, there are signs that it is
approaching, but like a woman in travail, no one knows exactly when
that which is being birthed will appear. Hence, it is important to be in
preparation for what is about to happen. One rabbinic adage puts it
this way:

"The moon is hiding, knowing that the Day of Judgment is coming."

The Hebrew month in which these particular feast days occur—
Rosh Hashana and Tabernacles—is called Tishri. On our calendar that
would coincide with our September— October. (Because the Hebrew



calendar is lunar, these feasts do not occur on the same day each year
on our calendar.) This time of year and even the weeks leading up to it
—beginning in August—are very important in God's prophetic cycles.

Because it is believed that this is the time of year for heavenly
decisions, judgment and answered prayer, Jews are motivated to
pursue God and renew their commitment to Him more than at any
other time of year. In essence, they prepare for what is about to
happen; something is about to be birthed. Thus, the weeks leading up
to and including Rosh Hashana—Judgment Day—and the day when
those judgments are sealed — Yom Kippur—is called yamim teshuvah or
"days of repentance."

These "days of repentance" and the ramifications of this special
season of God is the purpose of this teaching. The goal of this book is
to thoroughly investigate the belief that just before the final feast days
occur, God anticipates that His people will turn back to Him with
their hearts, minds and otherwise. We must consider that it is during
this time of national repentance that the "gates of heaven" are open
even more than at other times of the year. We must also consider that
if this season is God-ordained, then it bears significant ramifications,
not just for Jews, but for Christians as well. In other words, how we as
Christians view repentance can be enhanced, and in some cases
corrected, when we understand the seasons of God.

Pastor Bob Rogers from Louisville, KY once related to me the story
of how, after his father passed away, he saw him in a dream saying,
"Bob. August is the month for answered prayer." Considering that
August is typically the time when the days of repentance begin, it may
be that this dream confirms everything we are about to teach you in
this book. So, in order to more fully understand the "days of
repentance,” it is necessary to first have an accurate comprehension of
God's view of seasons and cycles.



Chapter Two

Understanding the Importance of Cycles

"To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: a
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck what 1s
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to
build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance;, a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones; a time to
embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to gain, and a time to
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to
sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to

hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)
An Appointed Time

The Bible is full of passages that deal with time and but more
specifically, special seasons in time. For example, the Scripture
mentions "seasons,” "set times," "appointed times" and even the
"fullness" of time" just to name a few.

"But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to
you at this set time next year.” (Genesis 17:21)

"For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set
time of which god had spoken to him.” (Genesis 21:2)

"Then the LORD appointed a set time, saying, "Tomorrow the LORD will
do this thing in the land.” (Exodus 9:5)

"Oh, that You would hide me in the grave, that You would conceal me
until your wrath is past, that you would appoint me a set time, and
remember me!” (Job 14:13)

"And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.”
(Hebrews 9:27)

"And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into
all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24)

"For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery,
lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” (Romans
11:25)

" "



Even the coming of the Messiah was ordained to occur at a
predetermined time.

"That in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are
on earth in Him.” (Ephesians 1:10)

"But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the law.” (Galatians 4:4)

In each of these examples, when the time came, (or comes,
whatever the case may be) for their fulfillment, that time is complete.
At that point of completion, things begin to change. For instance,
when the Hebrews had been in Egypt for the appointed four hundred
years (Gen. 15:13), then came the Exodus. When Israel had been in
Babylon for the appointed seventy years (Jer. 25:11), then came the
return to Jerusalem.

What we learn from this is, when God sets an appointed time, it is a
moment that He has personally marked for a display of His might and
a demonstration of His faithfulness. He will perform His promises at
the appointed time. Furthermore, if we look close enough at these
examples, we can also discern a cyclical nature to these seasons and
appointed times. In other words, things that have happened in the
past teach us of things that will occur today and tomorrow. Solomon,
the one who observed that there is a season for everything, said:

"That which is has already been, and what is to be has already been; and
God requires an account of what is past.”

(Ecclesiastes 3:15)

To put it another way; history is prophecy because everything

occurs in cycles.
Cycles of Nature

The origins of the word "cycle" is tied to the concept of something
that moves in a circular motion repeatedly. Webster's defines a "cycle"
as being, "any complete round or recurring series." It is also defined
as, "a round of years or a recurring period of time, especially one in
which certain events or phenomena repeat themselves in the same
order and at the same intervals." We see this phenomena everywhere
we look for Nature itself, created as the expression of the one and only
God, is imbued with cycles.



Every twenty-four hours the earth completes its rotation thus
giving us daylight in which to work and night time in which to sleep.
Every 365.25 days, the earth completes its revolution around the sun
marking a year. Within the period of a year, four very distinct seasons
will make their presence known with certain signs—i.e. snow in
Winter, flowers in Spring. And of course, we have the intricacies of
the lunar cycle where every twenty-eight to thirty days, the moon
completes its revolution around the earth marking a lunar month. We
know when it begins by the "new moon." We know when if is half-
way completed by the "full moon" and we know when it is concluding
by the concealment of the moon.

Cycles are evident throughout nature. Even within the human race
we see cycles. First comes birth, then infancy, then childhood followed
by adolescence. Adolescence gives way to adulthood which
eventually leads to old age and finally death—the circle of life. Adult
women understand perfectly the efficiency and persistence of cycles.
The point is, cycles and seasons are so much a part of our lives, that
we tend to take it for granted and, as a consequence, sometimes
overlook their importance.

If you doubt that to be true, then take a look at your wrist. More
than likely there is something on it that you don't think about until
you need it—your wristwatch. Now, take another look at the face of
your watch and pay attention to what it is doing. It is marking time
with hands that go round and round —in cyclical fashion!

When men have stopped to consider the importance of cycles, our
desire to define them has at times proven difficult. One of the greatest
challenges in marking these cycles and seasons was in fixing a
consistent and accurate calendar. Thus, the primary timepiece for
marking cycles has undergone many changes through the millennia.

The original Biblical calendar seems to have started out as a 360-
day year. It was probably based on the cycle of the moon which is
why, to this day, the Hebrew calendar is determined by the lunar
cycle. However, history seems to indicate that it wasn't Hebrews alone
who kept a 360-day calendar. The Greeks also had a calendar with
twelve thirty-day months. The ancient Chinese and Indian cultures



also determined a year to be 360 days. It is believed that what is
known today as the Ka'aba in Mecca once housed 360 idols — one for
each day of the year. Other ancient civilizations that used a 360-day
calendar include the Romans, the Japanese, the Incas and the Mayans.

Eventually it proved necessary to adjust the calendar and so, in 46
BC, the Julian calendar was introduced by Julius Caesar and took
effect in 45 BC. It was probably designed to approximate the tropical
year, being a regular year of 365 days divided into 12 months, with a
leap day added to February every four years. Hence the Julian year is
on average 365.25 days long. However, there were inaccuracies in this
calendar which led to established months and dates falling outside of
their proper season. Over time this discrepancy accumulated
significantly and forced a modification of the calendar.

The result was the Gregorian calendar, named so after Pope
Gregory XIII, in 1582. This is the calendar that is currently used almost
everywhere in the world. The point in all of this history is to show
that, even though mankind sometimes overlooks the significance of
seasons and cycles, we have nevertheless acknowledged their
existence. That being said, most Christians never realize the
significance of the most important seasons and cycles, and that is the
seasons of God.

While the calendar is intended to help us mark time—to aid us in
establishing when certain things are supposed to happen—the Bible,
on the other hand, is intended to help us understand how God marks
time. Consequently, His "calendar," if you will, is to alert us to when
certain things important to His purposes are going to happen. It is
with this in mind that I wish to discuss the importance of
understanding more about Biblical cycles, and to elaborate on the

special seasons ordained by God for His people alone.
History and Prophecy

"The sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what
Israel ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their brethren were
at their command.” (1 Chronicles 12:32)

The fact that everything is inherently cyclical is indication that God
and His word are inherently cyclical as well. In other words, God
establishes truth, works in the lives of men, and reveals this all to us



according to times, seasons and cycles. For instance, through the
prophet Hosea, God told Israel:

"When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Eqypt I called My son.”
(Hosea 11:1)

This is first understood to be referring back to when Israel was in
Egyptian bondage. When they cried out to the Lord, He sent a
deliverer called Moses who was to tell Pharaoh:

"Thus says the LORD: 'Israel is My son, My firstborn.””

(Exodus 4:22)

And so, we understand that "My son" mentioned in Hosea 11:1
speaks of the nation of Israel. Yet, we also read where Joseph took
Mary and the infant Messiah into Egypt to escape Herod the Great
who was seeking to kill the child (Mt. 2:1314). Matthew further
records that Joseph's family remained in Egypt:

"... until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, saying,

"Out of Egypt I called My Son.”” (Matthew 2:15)

The prophecy Matthew alludes to is none other than Hosea 11:1. So
if the Lord, speaking through the prophet, intended to recall to mind
when He delivered His son Israel from Egyptian bondage, how is it
that the verse in Hosea is also to be understood as being a Messianic
prophecy? It is because, as I said before, history is prophecy. Knowing
this to be true, the sons of Issachar were able to faithfully interpret the
"times" so that Israel knew what to do.

The Hebrew word translated in 1 Chronicles 12 as "time" is eth. The
root of this word means, "to set a firm hour." It is important to note
that this word also conveys the idea that time is measured not only by
the present, but by past occurrences and future expectations. So then,
the meaning of this word is validating the concept that historical
events are actually prophetic pictures. The primary Greek counterpart
to this word is chronos. This Greek word is considered to be a "fixed
space of time," for instance, from now until the coming of the LORD.
If it is a "tixed time," why is it fixed? Perhaps, so that we can easily
perceive its cyclical nature.

As an example of the cyclical nature of these "fixed times," consider



the following oddity. Just prior to the destruction of the First Temple
in Jerusalem, the Babylonians entered Israel thirty-three days after
Passover. Centuries later, but still thirty-three days after Passover, the
Romans entered Jerusalem, ultimately destroying the Second Temple.
Apparently, because this "fixed time" repeated itself, God was trying
to drive home a point to His people Israel. He used an fixed historical
event—when the Babylonians entered Israel — to foreshadow another
event that produced the same result— the Temple's destruction and
the people's exile.

Special Seasons of God

"Seasons" are a particularly special event within a fixed time. The
Greek word that denotes this type of occasion is keiros. This is
understood to be a season when God visits the earth and His people.
In Hebrew this most notable time of year is referred to as moedim, or
"appointed times." We know that we can pray to the Father at any
time and we also believe that His response is not limited to any
special time table.

However, we also understand that there are times and seasons that
He considers "set apart” and it is these unique times that He desires a
certain response from us. The moedim were when His people were to
suspend their day-to-day routines and meet with the Lord.

If the President of the United States were to call and inform you
that he had cleared his calendar on a particular day to meet especially
with you, there is almost nothing that an average person wouldn't do
in order to make the date. These special seasons, these moedim, are
God's way of saying, "I have cleared my calendar to meet with you.
Are you free?" If we would move heaven and earth to meet with the
President, why should we be hesitant to meet with the Sovereign of
the Universe during these special times?

These seven moedim "appointed times" —the seven feasts of Israel —
are notably featured on God's calendar and were fixed in accordance
with cycles already inherent in nature—rain cycles and harvest cycles.
In the spring and fall comes the rains—the former and the latter
respectively. The harvest seasons — so important to man's survival —
are fixed as consequence of the rainy seasons. Thus, God appointed
His times among these two important cycles because, ultimately, He



desires to teach us that He alone is the One responsible for the rain
that gives us the sustenance found at harvest.

But the lessons of the "appointed times" do not end there. In Israel's
history, key events happened during these times of rain and harvest
and, thus, God attached a significant historical event to an already
existing season. This helped to ensure that His people would always
remember His seasons and His cycles. And if that were not enough,
these "appointed times" are also to teach of events that were yet to
happen.

For instance, Joshua led Israel across the Jordan River and
conquered Jericho during the time of Passover, Unleavened Bread and
Firstfruits (Josh. 5:10-11). Solomon's Temple was dedicated during the
time of the Feast of Tabernacles (2 Chr. 7). Nehemiah was restoring
Jerusalem and the Temple during Tabernacles (Neh. 8).

Another dramatic example of how special seasons tend to be
prophetic in nature is the 9th day of the Hebrew month Av. Though
this day is not considered one of the seven moedim, it nevertheless
seems to be a day that God Himself acknowledges as being special
and fixed. Traditionally, it was on this day that the Babylonians
destroyed the First Temple. Also, it is considered to be the day on
which the Romans destroyed the Second Temple in 70 AD.
Consequently, this day is acknowledged as being one of the worst in
Israeli history.

It may be that these two events coincided with this day because,
even before the destruction of the two Temples, another catastrophic
event had occurred. It is believed that centuries before there was a
temple, ten of the twelve spies sent by Moses to tour the land returned
with an evil report on 9 Av. On that same day, God condemned all but
Joshua and Caleb to die in the wilderness. Maybe this is what set the
tone, or shall I say, "fixed the time" for other future devastating
incidents in Israeli history. It certainly seems that, as if to concur with
their view of this day, God indeed allowed other tragic events to occur
on this day throughout history. Consider what has happened on 9 Av
since 70 AD.

*  Bar Kochba Rebellion defeated. (135 A.D.)



Jews expelled from England. (1290 AD)

Expulsion of Jews from Spain commences. (1492 AD).

3,000 Jews murdered in Russia. (1648 AD)

Jews expelled from Austria. (1670 AD)

Turkey bars the immigration of Jews into Palestine (1882 AD)
World War I began (1914).

The same "phenomena" can be observed when we take other
significant dates or fixed times in Israeli past and look at them
throughout history. In fact, there are literally hundreds of examples of
this nature. Notwithstanding, the most valuable lesson and the most
poignant feature found in God's special seasons and, specifically His
moedim, is the Messiah. Speaking of Christ, the Scripture declares that:

"Then I said, 'Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written of me."”
(Psalm 40:7)

The Seven Moedim

All of God's appointed times are "fixed' during certain seasons and
will always occur at the same time year after year on the Hebrew
calendar. So, let us briefly examine the importance of each of these
tfeasts on God's calendar. Before doing so, I should point out that, like
other calendars, the Hebrew calendar has undergone some changes.

Today's Hebrew calendar is approximately 354 days based on the
lunar cycle. Yet, it also brings the positioning of the earth in relation to
the sun into the equation as well. The way it does this is by adding an
extra month—2 Adar — eleven times during a seventeen year cycle. In
essence, the modern Hebrew calendar is technically a luna-solar
calendar (i.e. based on the moon and the sun). Not only that, but the
Hebrew calendar is actually viewed as being two calendars in one—a
civil and religious calendar.

The distinction is made between the two, in part, due to the fact
that, early in the world's history, the first month of the year was what
is now known as Tishri. To be more specific, this was the beginning of
the year up until the time of the Exodus. But with the Exodus God
made a change in the calendar and that change gave birth to what is
regarded as the religious calendar. More importantly, this change
helps us to see how God views time and seasons.

"Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of EQypt, saying,
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"this month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of
the year to you.””

(Exodus 12:1-2)

The month referred to as "this month" is called Nisan on modern
Hebrew calendars but its more appropriate biblical name is Aviv. The
month of Aviv comes in the spring time of the year. In fact, aviv means
"springtime" because it is associated with the time when green ears of
barley begin to appear, demonstrating that life is re-emerging after the
long dead winter. This is why it is the month that initiates the spiritual
or religious calendar. It should then come as no surprise that it is
during this month—when life returns to that which was dead —that
God ordained an appointed time that would prove to be the most
important in the lives of all those who would believe.

"On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is the LORD'’s
Passover.” (Leviticus 23:5)

Pesach or Passover, the first of the seven moedim as well as the first
of the three pilgrimage feasts—the feasts where Israeli males were
commanded to appear for the Lord — commemorates the Exodus from
Egyptian slavery wrought by the blood of a lamb. The Passover,
prepared on the fourteenth day of the first month, Aviv, marks the
deliverance from oppression and the salvation of God's people. Most
importantly, the Passover speaks of the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world and His crucifixion.

When Israel sat down to eat the Passover, they would also partake
of matzah or unleavened bread. Passover actually initiates the Feast of
Unleavened Bread (Hag ha Matzot), an appointed time which lasts for
the next seven days.

"And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened
Bread to the LORD; seven days you must eat unleavened bread.” (Leviticus
23:6)

This week of abstaining from leaven is intended to teach us of the
importance of removing sin from our homes. By purging our
dwellings of leaven, we learn to discipline ourselves and expunge
destructive habits from our lives.

"Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since



you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for
us.” (1 Corinthians 5:7)

The Feast of Unleavened Bread also serves to remind us that the
One who "was made sin" was placed in a tomb before rising from the
dead to become the "first fruits."

On the first day of the week, after the seven days of Unleavened
Bread had begun, worshippers in Jerusalem would bring the first
fruits of their barley harvest, the first of the year, to Jerusalem. This
was in celebration of the Feast of First Fruits. Celebrants would ascend
the steps of the Temple and bring a sheaf to wave before the Lord in
accordance with His commandment.

"Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: When you come into the
land which I give to you, and reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of
the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest. He shall wave the sheaf before the
LORD, to be accepted on your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest
shall wave it.” (Leviticus 23:10-11)

On the first day of the week following the crucifixion of Jesus, Jews
would have been ascending the steps of the Temple to bring the first
fruits of their harvest in celebration First Fruits. On that very same
day, we know that Jesus rose from the dead. Scripture tells us that
when the Messiah rose from the dead and became the "first fruits" of
many brethren, those saints who had fallen asleep were raised with
him. These He presented unto the Father.

"The graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen
asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they
went into the holy city and appeared to many.” (Matthew 27:52-53)

"When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to
men.” (Ephesians 4:8)

"But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20)

In these first three spring festivals, we see how the "appointed
times" were fixed so that God's Plan would be made known. Not only
that but, for centuries prior to these events, Israel would actually have
been rehearsing for the coming of the Messiah —His death, burial and
resurrection —albeit unwittingly.



These first three festivals prepare God's people for the next very
important pilgrimage festival called Pentecost.

"And you shall count for yourselves from the day after the sabbath, from
the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall
be completed. Count fifty days to the day after the seventh sabbath; then you
shall offer a new grain offering to the LORD. you shall bring from your
dwellings two wave loaves of two tenths of an ephah. they shall be of fine
flour; they shall be baked with leaven. they are the first fruits to the LORD.”
(Leviticus 23:15-17)

Pentecost (which means "fiftieth") is called in Hebrew, Shavuot, or
the "Feast of Weeks." It is regarded as such because it comes seven
weeks after or on the fiftieth day following the Feast of First Fruits.
The first observance of Shavuot occurred when Israel was given the
Torah at Mt. Sinai, and thus, the "church in the wilderness" was born
(see Ex. 19 & 20). Fifteen hundred years after that historical event,
Christ's disciples experienced a similar revelation that gave birth to
the Church of Jesus Christ (see Acts 2). Again, we see why it was
important to observe God's appointed times — so that the fulfillment
of these appointed times would be more readily acknowledged.

After Pentecost comes an interval of several months until the next
appointed time. Then in early Autumn comes the first of the three fall
testivals, Yom Teruah, also known as Rosh Hashana ("head of the year")
or the Feast of Trumpets.

"Speak to the children of Israel, saying: In the seventh month, on the first
day of the month, you shall have a sabbath rest, a memorial of blowing of
trumpets, a holy convocation.” (Leviticus 23:24)

This feast day, falling on the first day of the seventh month, Tishri,
is noted for being the day on which trumpets are blown. The biblical
trumpet, the shofar or ram's horn, is an important component of this
appointed time. The Mishnah, in fact, places an incredible degree of
importance on the shofar. According to this rabbinic work, it is used
to announce the beginning of festivals, to muster troops, to warn of
danger, to assemble the people and for coronations.

Because it is believed that Adam was created on the day that would
later become the Feast of Trumpets and because the creation of



mankind was considered to be the crowning achievement of God's
handiwork, the anniversary of this event has become the day
associated with the coronation of the King of the Universe. Of course,
this will be ultimately personified in the Messiah, who is the
"resurrection and the life" (Jn. 11:25). Consequently, the Feasts of
Trumpets ties the coronation of the King to the future resurrection of
the dead.

"In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:52-53)

Through the writings of Paul, we see that the trumpet or shofar is a
significant component of the future resurrection. In fact, this is one of
the ten reasons for the blowing of the shofar as related by Rabbi
Se'adiah Gaon. Some of the other purposes he assigns to the sounding
of the shofar are:

* The creation of mankind.

The binding of Isaac.

To remind us of the words of the prophets.

The first day of the Ten days of Repentance.

To anticipate the ingathering of the dispersed of Israel.
To recall the coming day of Judgment.

The coming Judgment Day referred to is, in fact, regarded as Yom
Teruah or the Feast of Trumpets. Because it is Judgment Day, it is
important to anticipate this before hand and thus the season leading
up to Yom Teruah is a time of teshuvah or "repentance." The shofar is
blown then to alert us to the approaching Day of Judgment. But the
sound of the shofar does not end on Yom Teruah, but on Yom Kippur. It
is said in Judaism that, "All things are judged on Rosh Hashana but
Fate is sealed on Yom Kippur."

So, we understand that the most dramatic of the feasts is Yom
Kippur or the Day of Atonement. This "appointed time" falls on the
tenth day of the month Tishri. This is the day when the High Priest
entered the Most Holy Place to sprinkle blood upon the Ark of the
Covenant and to intermediate for the sins of national Israel. During
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this time, no one spoke until after the High Priest had consummated
his solemn duties. When he had finished his task, all Israel trusted
that the merciful God had accepted their acts of repentance.

"Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the day of atonement. It
shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an
offering made by fire to the LORD. And you shall do no work on that same
day, for it is the day of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the
LORD your God.” (Leviticus 23:27-28)

We understand that Christ, our High Priest, has become our
advocate before God and has atoned for our sins once and for all time
when He offered His own blood on our behalf. The writer of Hebrews
records that:

"Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot
to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
(Hebrews 9:12-14)

Even though we see how Jesus has fulfilled this feast, because all
things of God are cyclical in nature, I believe that we will see a future
tulfillment of this unique day as well.

During the future Tribulation, the Scripture says that the Heavenly
High Priest will enter into the Most Holy Place in Heaven.

"When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about
half an hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them
were given seven trumpets. Then another angel, having a golden censer, came
and stood at the altar. He was given much incense, that he should offer it
with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the
throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended
before God from the angel’s hand. Then the angel took the censer, filled it
with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. and there were noises,
thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake.” (Revelation 8:1-5)

The last of the festivals (and also the last of the three pilgrimage
festivals) is the feast called Sukkot or the Feast of Tabernacles.



"Speak to the children of Israel, saying, the fifteenth day of this seventh
month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days to the LORD.”
(Leviticus 23:34)

This is the festival where Israel commemorates the forty years of
wandering through the wilderness. During this time they had no
permanent residence and so, they dwelt in temporary booths or
sukkot. To offset this inconvenience, they could claim the distinction of
being the only people in the world who enjoyed the presence of the
one and only God. It was in the Camp of Israel that the Lord Himself
tabernacled. This is why we understand Tabernacles to speak
ultimately of the coming Millennial Kingdom of Christ when He will
dwell —tabernacle —in our midst.

In fact, it is important to note that all of these feasts will be observed
during the Reign of Messiah. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev.
19:7, 9) is most likely going to be a Passover Seder. The Passover is the
only meal mentioned in the Bible whose focus is a lamb. Furthermore,
remember that Jesus told His disciples that He would not eat the
Passover until He could share it with His disciples in the Kingdom.

"Then He said to them, 'With fervent desire I have desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer; for I say to you, I will no longer eat of it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." Then He took the cup, and gave
thanks, and said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; for I say to you, I
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”” (Luke
22:15-18)

The Bible makes it clear that all nations will be required to keep the
Feast of Tabernacles.

"And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the nations
which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to worship the
King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. And it shall
be that whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to
worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain. If the
family of Eqypt will not come up and enter in, they shall have no rain; they
shall receive the plague with which the LORD strikes the nations who do not
come up to keep the feast of Tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of
Egypt and the punishment of all the nations that do not come up to keep the



feast of tabernacles.” (Zechariah 14:16-19)

Notice also how Ezekiel describes the worship that occurs at the
Temple during the Millennial Reign.

"Thus says the Lord GOD: The gateway of the inner court that faces
toward the east shall be shut the six working days; but on the sabbath it shall
be opened, and on the day of the new moon it shall be opened. The prince shall
enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway from the outside, and stand by
the gatepost. The priests shall prepare his burnt offering and his peace
offerings. He shall worship at the threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out,
but the gate shall not be shut until evening. Likewise the people of the land
shall worship at the entrance to this gateway before the LORD on the
Sabbaths and the New Moons. The burnt offering that the prince offers to the
LORD on the Sabbath day shall be six lambs without blemish, and a ram
without blemish; and the grain offering shall be one ephah for a ram, and the
grain offering for the lambs, as much as he wants to give, as well as a hin of
oil with every ephah. On the day of the New Moon it shall be a young bull
without blemish, six lambs, and a ram; they shall be without blemish.”
(Ezekiel 46:1-6)

The point is that God's methodology has not and will not change.
These "appointed times" were fixed at the beginning and for all time.
Therefore, they will be observed and celebrated during the
Millennium just as they were celebrated centuries ago. Therefore, I
suggest that if they were relevant in the past and will be relevant in
the future, they are also relevant presently! Should we not pay heed to
God's appointed times and seasons and learn the lessons they teach us
and especially since they teach us of the Messiah and all that God
intends for His people?

Rivers of Living Water

All aspects of these appointed times are unique in celebration and
meaning. Even the sacrifices and offerings brought to each of these
festivals speak of something spiritually significant. For instance,
during the Passover season, besides offering a lamb, celebrants would
bring the first fruits of their barley harvest and offer it to God,
prophesying of the first fruits of the dead to be presented to the Father
through the resurrection of the Messiah.

At Pentecost they would bring the firstfruits of their wheat harvest.



During this observance, two loaves of leavened bread — as opposed
to the unleavened bread at Passover —were baked and waved before
the Lord. This was to signify that there would be two different groups
of people—Jews and Gentile—who were to comprise the whole house
of Israel. That these two groups were "leavened" or of a sinful nature
and could nevertheless be presented to God was possible only because
of the One who was made sin for us—the unleavened bread of
Passover —and who died in order to bring forth much fruit (Jn. 12:24).

On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, water is poured out
upon the altar in a ceremony known as the water libation. This would
begin when a large group of people would follow the priest from the
Temple to the spring called, in Hebrew, Shiloah. We know it as the
pool of Siloam. The priest carried a golden vessel with which he
would draw water from this spring. The water, regarded as mayim
chayim or "living water" was to be poured upon the altar.

When the priest arrived at the spring, a shofar was sounded to alert
the people. Using his golden vessel, the priest withdrew the water
while reciting the prophet Isaiah who wrote:

"Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.”
(Isaiah 12:3)

As he prepared to return to the Temple, a group of priests took
large willow branches and formed two lines on either side of the
priest carrying the "living water." Together, they continued on in this
procession and as they did, the priests carrying the willow branches
waved them to and fro creating a "wind" effect. At the same time, a
flute was piped by another priest referred to as "the pierced one." He
was symbolically calling for the wind and water to enter the Temple.

The procession would end at the altar where sacrifices were made.
At this point, the golden vessel containing the "living water" and
another silver vessel containing wine were both emptied into a
common spout causing the two to mix. This mixture of water and
wine was thus poured out onto the altar. Those who carried the
willow branches marched around the altar seven times and then
covered the altar with their branches.

This was a time of such great celebration and joy that one rabbinic



writing declared

"He who never saw the rejoicing of the drawing of the water never saw
rejoicing in his life."

It was during all of this celebration that Jesus stood up and
announced that He was that well of salvation, the well of living water.

"On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, 'If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in
Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living
water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in
Him would receive, for the holy spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was
not yet glorified.” (John 7:37-39)

Jesus was and is most literally the source of living water. In fact, the
Hebrew word translated in Isaiah 12:3 as "salvation" is yeshua. Yeshua,
as many of you know, is the Hebrew name from which we get "Jesus."
At His death, witnesses noticed that both blood and water issued from
His side reminding us of the wine and water that were "poured out"
upon the altar of God. And of course His death gave birth to the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the ruach or "wind."

And so we see that even the offerings of God's appointed time
contain many lessons and yet, many Christians remain ignorant of
God's special seasons.

Other Important Seasons

Perhaps you noticed earlier that when Ezekiel described the
worship in the Millennial Temple, he mentioned other special days
that God has designated as appointed times. These other holy days
have been observed by Jews just as faithfully as the seven moedim. The
most prominent of these other holy days is the weekly Sabbath. Every
seventh day is considered to be a Yom Tov (literally, "good day" or
holy day). Consequently the weekly sabbath, along with the other
sabbaths, is considered to be an "appointed time."

Other holy days include Rosh Chodesh ("head of the month"), or the
New Moon. Every seventh year is regarded as the shemmitah year, or a
sabbatical for the land. Every fiftieth year is the yovel, or Jubilee. Like
the seven Feasts of the Lord, these holy days also teach us important
lessons about the covenant and our relationship with God. Through
all of these appointed times, God teaches us about Himself, His



methods and His purposes. In short, if one doesn't understand cycles,
and more importantly God's appointed times and cycles, it is going to
be very difficult to understand how to properly interact with God.

There are still other holidays celebrated during the course of the
year that are not necessarily considered to be moedim, "appointed
times." They are mainly festivals that were commissioned as the result
of an historical, and might I say, miraculous event. For instance, Purim
(the Feast of "lots") is celebrated because of the miraculous delivery of
the Jewish people during the time of Esther. Likewise, Hanukkah (the
Feast of Dedication) commemorates the time when the Jewish people
were delivered from the Syrian despot Antiochus Epiphanes and were
able to rededicate the temple and rekindle the Holy Menorah.

Even though God did not officially ordain these celebrations, He
nevertheless was responsible for the deliverance of His people during
these times. Also, throughout the history of Israel, significant events
have occurred during Purim and Hanukkah demonstrating God's
acknowledgment of and participation in these special seasons.

For instance, when during the first Gulf War Saddam Hussein was
pelting Israel with Scud missiles, many Israelis were fearful of death
by gas or even worse. Even though

Saddam's main threat was from the U.S., he determined to focus his
worst threat against Israel. He finally had to concede that he was
defeated and so, in February 1991, he relented, gave in to the U.S.-led
coalition's demands and requested a cease fire. That cease fire came on
Purim.

This example is meant to demonstrate that God determines certain
things to happen during certain times of the year — at these
appointed times. Let me make this clear—the Bible is to be
understood as being a book about cycles and seasons and, more
importantly, what God wishes to manifest during these seasons.



Chapter Three

The Season of Repentance

"In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
and saying, 'Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand!"” (Matthew 3:1-
2)

In the previous chapter, we established biblically that God ordained
certain seasons and cycles during which He would cause singular
events to occur. Throughout the Bible, we see Him manifesting
Himself in different ways at different times. In John's Gospel we read
that an angel would visit the Pool of Bethesda at a certain "season to
trouble the water" (Jn. 5:4). The Scripture tells us that in due season we
shall reap "if we faint not" (Gal. 6:9) and to be instant "in season and
out of season" (2 Tim. 4:2). Miraculous things do occur during these
special times and seasons.

Before John the Baptist was born, we learn that his father,
Zechariah, was told of his impending birth, of his life's purpose and
that "the words would be fulfilled in their season" (Lk. 1:20). The
"words" he referred to were the words that defined John's mission.
The Scripture says of John that:

"He will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. He will
also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” (Luke 1:16-17)

And thus, we understand that John was considered to be equivalent
to the prophet Elijah in purpose and in destiny. This truth is validated
by the Messiah Himself when He said:

"For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John. And if you are
willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let
him hear!” (Matthew 11:13-15)

On another occasion, Matthew records that:

"Jesus answered and said to them, 'Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will
restore all things. But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did
not know him but did to him whatever they wished'... Then the disciples



understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist.” (Matthew 17:11-13)

So, in order to fully understood John's mission as the forerunner to
the Messiah, it becomes necessary to understand Elijah's purpose and
ministry and specifically his end-time ministry. Through the prophet
Malachi, the Lord ordained that before the coming day of the Lord,
He would send Elijah the prophet (Mal. 4:5) but for what purpose?
According to the prophecy, Elijah comes to accomplish something
specific.

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to
the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and
strike the earth with a curse.” (Malachi 4:5-6)

To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the
children to the fathers is exactly what the angel announced John was
being sent to do (Lk. 1:17). He was to come and provoke the people—
the children—to "turn." In Hebrew, "turn" comes from the root shuv.
This word literally means "to turn back"—to turn back into the
direction from which you came. Perhaps a better way to put it would
be to "return.” The implication of course is to "return” to the Lord.

This word shuv is the root word from which we obtain the word
teshuvah, translated in English as "repentance." In short, Elijah's end-
time mission is to call God's people to repentance

— to return to Him—before that great and dreadful day.
Consequently, this was also John's mission as forerunner to the
Messiah.

So when John arrived on the scene, we shouldn't be surprised to see
that he came calling the people to return to the Lord. Why? Because
the Kingdom of Heaven was "at hand" meaning that the "day of the
Lord" was approaching. He Came preaching repentance —teshuvah —
and specifically during a season that preceded the advent of a great
and ominous event—the arrival of the Lord. Therefore, we are to
understand that all great and miraculous events in the lives of God's
people are always initiated by teshuvah —repentance.

Days of Repentance

From a Hebraic perspective, it has always been understood that the
holy festival called Yom Kippur or "Day of Atonement" was symbolic



of the coming "day of the Lord." The reason for this association is the
ominous tone of the day. It was on this day that the High Priest would
enter into the Most Holy Place, into the very Presence of the Most
High God, to make atonement for himself and for all the congregation
of Israel. Their fortune, not to mention their very lives, depended on
the outcome of this day. So, when it became apparent that God had
forgiven their sins—by virtue of the scarlet thread that miraculously
turned white (Isa. 1:18) — then Israel was prepared to enter the next
prominent and most joyous of all seasons, the Feast of Tabernacles.

Sukkot or the Feast of Tabernacles is the particular feast that has
always been synonymous with the Kingdom. So, when John
announced that the "Kingdom of Heaven was at hand," he was, in
effect, alluding to a season on God's timetable hinted at by the feast
called Sukkot. That he also admonished the people to first repent,
speaks of the approaching Day of the Lord —a season hinted at by
Yom Kippur. However, it is must be understood that the all-important
repentance must take place before the great and dreadful day of the
Lord and before the Kingdom. In other words, teshuvah must begin
before these appointed times. Consequently, there is an appointed
time for teshuvah itself.

As I noted earlier, the fall feasts which include Yom Kippur and
Sukkot actually begin with Yom Teruah (a.k.a Rosh Hashana) or the Feast
of Trumpets. This, the first day of the month Tishri, is an extremely
important day in biblical history. On this day:

* The Tabernacle was set up (Ex. 40:2)

* The Temple was sanctified (2 Chr. 29:17)

* The Jews returned from captivity (Ezra 7:9)

* The priests separated from strange wives (Ezra 10:17)

Recall that this feast day is also referred to as Yom ha Din — the
future Day of Judgment. If this is the day when God judges man then
it would behoove us to repent before the Day of Judgment and the
subsequent feast days— Yom Kippur and Sukkot.

Understanding this fully, Judaism has long acknowledged that the
Hebrew month of Elul is the beginning of the season of teshuvah.

Because it is the Hebrew month that precedes the month of Tishri,



Elul begins thirty days before the Feast of Trumpets. Beginning on the
first day of Elul and continuing throughout the entire month, the
shofar or ram's horn is blown to indicate that the season of teshuvah or
"repentance” has begun. And so, God's people set their hearts to "turn
back" to God, to His Word and to His ways. By announcing the
advent of the season of repentance, the shofar really serves to remind
God's people of the approach of Judgment Day. Thus, the alarming
sound of the shofar—symbolically the voice of God—is to awaken
those who are slumbering to the need to hastily return to the Holy
One of Israel.

Indeed, the Apostle Paul echoed this warning when he admonished
God's people to awake so that we might return to God. He said:

"Now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer
than when we first believed. the night is far spent, the day is at hand.

Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor
of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness,
not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.” (Romans 13:11-13)

" Awake, you who sleep. Arise from the dead, and Christ will give you
light. See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:14-16)

Due to the seriousness of our need to repent, and so that we will
not forget to turn to God with all our hearts, the shofar is repeatedly
blown for the entire thirty-day period of the month Elul. And so, the
thirty days of Elul are considered to be a time to reflect upon your
destiny; a time to seek God concerning your spiritual future and a
time to obtain mercy. With this particular thought in mind, it is
interesting to note that the Hebrew spelling of Elul forms an acronym
for the

Hebrew phrase ani I'dodi v'dodi li—"1 am my beloved's and my
beloved is mine” (Song 6:3).
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It is most important to remember that, above all, the month of Elul
is a time to prepare for judgment. The thirty-first day of this season of
repentance is Yom Teruah—the first day of the month Tishri. On this
day, the shofar is sounded repeatedly throughout the day for this is,
in fact, the Feast of Trumpets. The shofar will continue to be sounded
right up until the Day of Atonement which falls on the tenth day of
the month of Tishri. Therefore, from 1 Elul through 10 Tishri accounts
for a total of forty days of teshuvah—repentance.

This is a long-held tradition in Judaism, so long in fact, that its
origins seem to go all the way back to Mt. Sinai. The Encyclopedia
Judaica states that the tradition:

"... connects the forty days (of teshuvah) with Moses staying on Mt. Sinai
forty days (Ex. 34:28), which was calculated to have commenced on THE
FIRST OF ELUL AND ENDED ON THE 10TH OF TISHRI (THE Day of
Atonement). " —Volume 6, page 690

And so for clarity, here is a summary of the forty days of Teshuvah.

* Elul 1—Elul 30 (first thirty days of Teshuvah)

* Tishri1l — Yom Teruah (first of 10 Days of Awe)

*  Tishri 10 — Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement: 10th Day of Awe
and 40th day of Teshuvah)

Notice that the Feast of Trumpets also initiates a time known in
Hebrew as yamim nora’im, or "Days of Awe.” The Days of Awe
conclude with Yom Kippur —the Day of Atonement—making a total of
ten days. It is believed that during this ten-day period, the ”"gates of
heaven” are opened to hear the penitent prayers of Israel. Judaism
considers this season to be when the ”fervent prayer of a righteous



man” (Jas. 5:16) can potentially reverse any negative judgments made
on Yom Teruah. The basis of this tradition rests partially on something
the patriarch Jacob experienced.

"Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its
top reached to heaven; and there the angels of GOD were ascending and
descending on it. And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, 'I am the
LORD GOD of Abraham your father and the GOD of Isaac; the land on
which you lie I will give to you and your descendants. Also your descendants
shall be as the dust of the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the
east, to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all the families
of the earth shall be blessed.

Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have
spoken to you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 'Surely the LORD
is in this place, and I did not know it." And he was afraid and said, "How
awesome 1is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is
the gate of heaven!"” (Genesis 28:12-17)

When Jacob described the place as being "awesome," he used the
Hebrew word norah. This is the singular tense of the same word used
to describe the Days of Awe—nora’im (the plural form of the word).
So, we see the connection between the "awesome days" and the
opened "gates of heaven." Therefore, during the ten days of awe total
repentance is critical because the gates of heaven are opened to those
with repentant hearts. It is also believed that at the end of the ten days
—which falls at the close of Yom Kippur—the gates of heaven will be
shut. In fact, one of the last ceremonies of Yom Kippur is called neilah
or "closing the gates."

It has become tradition that, when neilah is concluded, mankind is
to accept that, what God has decreed during this season is sealed for
the next twelve months. In other words, once it is decreed and sealed
there is no chance of it being changed. This is one of the reasons this
ten day period is regarded as "Days of Awe." Consequently, this
season is regarded as a time of intense spiritual reflection and total
repentance in advance of God's final decree for your life.

The Decree Against Nebuchadnezzar

To demonstrate the seriousness of God's decrees, let us consider



what happened to the king of Babylon. History records that the city of
Babylon was one of the greatest cities ever built by man. Her greatest
and most famous king was, of course, Nebuchadnezzar. At the height
of Babylon's glory King Nebuchadnezzar ruled over an
unprecedented empire in terms of its geographical expanse, military
might, and material wealth.

For example, according to C.M. Ward, Nebuchadnezzar's banquet
hall alone was over a mile long and measured over 1,600 feet in width.
Enormous gold chains held equally large plants suspended over
horseshoe-shaped tables. While seated at these tables, one could feast
on the rarest of delicacies being served by trained peacocks. While
dining one could listen to music supplied by multiple orchestras each
of which numbered several thousand strong. Such was the glory of
Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon.

Yet in a dream, Nebuchadnezzar was warned that, despite all his
glory, he was going to be humbled (Dan. 4:10-18). Though he was
likened to a tree whose height and breadth was unlike any other, he
would nevertheless be cut down by a "watcher, a holy one." After
being cut down, he would be given the heart of a beast for seven
years. After that time had elapsed, he would realize his own weakness
and acknowledge the greatness of the "Most High." Consequently, his
kingdom would be restored to him. What I find to be the most
fascinating aspect of this entire narrative is that Scripture says all of
this was determined for Nebuchadnezzar by a ruling inspired by the
"watchers."

"This decision is by the decree of the watchers, and the sentence by the
word of the holy ones, in order that the living may know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will, and sets over it
the lowest of men.” (Daniel 4:17)

In this passage, the word "decree" (Aramaic bigzerat) comes from a
root word (Aramaic gezar) that means to "cut out."” When making a
judgment about a certain situation, certain conclusions must be "cut
out" and set aside as the logical consequence of the situation. That
conclusion is the decree. In this particular passage, this decree is made
by "the watchers" who are also "holy ones." This is the only time the



root word used here—iyr—is translated as "watcher." This word
speaks of someone who has been awakened from slumber (maybe by
the blast of a shofar?) and their eyes are made to see completely.

That they are also "holy ones" (Aramaic kadishiyn) implies that they
are saints (the equivalent Hebrew word kadoshim is "set apart ones" or
"saints.") In other words, it seems that certain saints of God—those
who have been "set apart" by virtue of repentant and obedient hearts
—began to cry out to the Father to intervene on their behalf. This
prompted a heavenly investigation into Nebuchadnezzar's earthly
deeds. This was, after all, the man who had ransacked the Holy
Temple, removed its holy articles and carried God's people into
captivity. After reviewing the evidence, a decision was made and the
sentence carried out—according to the Bible, exactly one year later.

"At the end of the twelve months he was walking about the royal palace of
Babylon. the king spoke, saying, 'Is not this great Babylon, that I have built
for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?’
while the word was still in the king's mouth, a voice fell from heaven!

'King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has departed from
you! And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the
beasts OF THE FIELD. THEY SHALL MAKE YOU EAT GRASS LIKE
OXEN; AND SEVEN TIMES SHALL PASS OVER YOU, UNTIL YOU
KNOW THAT THE MOST HIGH RULES IN THE KINGDOM OF MEN,
AND GIVES IT TO WHOMEVER HE CHOOSES.” THAT VERY HOUR
THE WORD WAS FULFILLED CONCERNING NEBUCHADNEZZAR;
HE WAS DRIVEN FROM MEN AND ATE GRASS LIKE OXEN; HIS
BODY WAS WET WITH THE DEW OF HEAVEN TILL HIS HAIR HAD
GROWN LIKE EAGLES" FEATHERS AND HIS NAILS LIKE BIRDS’
claws.”

(Daniel 4:29-33)

Understanding this example, there is reason to believe that the
"holy ones” are qualified to petition God for an answer to prayer, or
intervention on their behalf when they are under the thumb of the
Oppressor. Furthermore, once a heavenly decision has been made, we
have a biblical precedent which suggests the “decree” could come to
fruition in just twelve months!

A Lesson From Job



Job is one of the most fascinating narratives in the Scriptures. Here
is a man who had everything—he was the greatest in the East (Job 1:3)
— and then lost it all. He lost seven sons and three daughters to a
storm (Job 1:2, 19). He lost seven thousand sheep when lightning hit
them (Job 1:16). He had five hundred yoke of oxen as well as five
hundred donkeys stolen (Job 1:14-15). On top of all this, he lost his
health and the confidence of his wife (Job 2:7, 9). Yet, in the midst of
all this trouble, Job declined to give up on God and die. To the
contrary, he receives instructions in what to do so that his health and
his wealth might be restored.

"If you return to the almighty, you will be built up; you will remove
iniquity far from your tents. Then you will lay your gold in the dust, and the
gold of Ophir among the stones of the brooks.

Yes, the Almighty will be your gold and your precious silver; for then you
will have your delight in the Almighty, and lift up your face to God. You will
make your prayer to Him, He will hear you, and you will pay your vows. you
will also declare a thing, and it will be established for you; so light will shine
on your ways.” (Job 22:23-28)

Notice that righteous Job is told to perform specific tasks:

* "Return to the Almighty" —time of repentance.

* "Make your prayer to Him"—time of prayer.

* "Pay your vows"—time of giving.

After completing these tasks, he is told to "declare a thing." The
word "declare" (gazar) is the Hebrew equivalent of the Aramaic word,
gezar, which used in Daniel for "decree.” The "thing" being declared is
the Hebrew word omer. This word comes from the Hebrew word amar
and means "to speak”, "to command." In other words, after
repentance, prayer and paying vows, Job would be in an authoritative
position to declare a command"—to make a decree—and it would
come to pass.

Notice that all of these points—repentance, prayer, giving offerings,
and making decrees — are common to the Days of Awe. Yom Teruah is
a time of repentance followed by a season of prayer. Offerings are
given throughout this time and, finally, the decisions are sealed and
decreed on Yom Kippur. It is obvious to me that this particular cycle—



repentance, prayer, giving and decreeing—fits perfectly with the
patterns that God has established in Scripture. It is also apparent that
when we do what we are supposed to during these seasons, God will

respond accordingly at the "appointed time."
May Your Name Be Inscribed

The forty days of teshuvah is a time of year when observant Jews
recognize the solemnity of the season and so, prepare themselves
spiritually that he or she may be found worthy during this time of
judgment. In acknowledgment of this desire to be deemed "worthy,"
certain customs have arisen which accentuate this point. One of the
more interesting customs practiced during this time is the continued
recitation of the 27th Psalm. In fact, it is recited beyond the Days of
Repentance until the end of the Feast of Tabernacles. Taking this into
consideration, I think it is important to include this Psalm in our study
and meditate upon its meaning.

"The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom SHALL I FEAR? THE
LORD IS THE STRENGTH OF MY LIFE;

OF WHOM SHALL I BE AFRAID? WHEN THE WICKED CAME
AGAINST ME TO EAT UP MY FLESH, MY ENEMIES AND FOES,
THEY STUMBLED AND FELL. THOUGH AN ARMY MAY ENCAMP
AGAINST ME, MY HEART SHALL NOT FEAR; THOUGH WAR MAY
RISE AGAINST ME, IN THIS I WILL BE CONFIDENT. ONE THING I
HAVE DESIRED OF THE LORD, THAT WILL I SEEK! THAT I MAY
DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE,
TO BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD, AND

TO inquire in His temple. For in the time of trouble He SHALL HIDE
ME IN HIS PAVILION; IN THE SECRET PLACE OF HIS
TABERNACLE HE SHALL HIDE ME;

HE SHALL SET ME HIGH UPON A ROCK. AND NOW MY HEAD
SHALL BE LIFTED UP ABOVE MY ENEMIES ALL AROUND ME;
THEREFORE 1 WILL OFFER SACRIFICES OF JOY IN HIS
TABERNACLE; I WILL SING, YES, I WILL SING PRAISES TO THE
LORD. HEAR, O LORD, WHEN I CRY WITH MY VOICE! HAVE
MERCY ALSO UPON ME, AND ANSWER ME. WHEN YOU SAID,
'SEEK MY FACE,” MY HEART SAID TO YOU, "YOUR FACE, LORD, 1
WILL SEEK." Do not hide Your face from me; do not turn Your servant away



in anger; you have been my help; do not leave me nor forsake me, O god of my
salvation.

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take care
of me. teach me your way, O LORD, and lead me in a smooth path, because
of my enemies. DO not deliver me to the will of my adversaries; for false
witnesses have risen against me, and such as breathe out violence. I would
have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the
LORD in the land of the living. wait on the LORD; be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen your heart; wait, I say, on the LORD!” (Psalm 27)

It is also customary at this time of year to remind your fellow
believers of the need to prepare themselves during this time of
repentance. Thus, a tradition evolved whereby someone, when
corresponding with another, would include epithets such as: "Wishes
for well being for the coming year," Other such salutations might
include "Wishes for a good decision from the LORD on Rosh
Hashana," or "May your name be inscribed" (in the book of life).

It should be obvious that this "appointed time" is one for self-
reflection of one's intents, deeds, conversations and every other aspect
of life. It is the time for true repentance because it is also the time
when names are inscribed or removed from the Book of Life.
Interestingly, the New Testament hints at the validity of this view.

"He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot
out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

"If anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.” (Revelation 22:19)

So then, what should we as believers glean from all of this? Is this
all just something that God used to do under the so-called "Old"
covenant? Has it been done away with? Or should we consider that
God is not only eternal but eternally consistent? In other words, do the
cycles and lessons we see in the Hebrew Scriptures still resonate in the
21st century? Should there be more soul searching, more prayer and
more giving coming from believers in Jesus Christ during these
appointed times? With all of my heart, I believe the answer to be



"Yes!"

I have noticed in my own ministry that it was during this general
time period when I experienced some of the greatest revivals as well
as some of the greatest financial breakthroughs. I have noticed that
direction for the ministry and answered prayer came primarily during
the fall months. I never understood the significance of this until I
understood the seasons of God and when He makes decrees.

So then, I ask you: "What do you need from God in the next twelve
months?" Do you want to see your unsaved family members moved
with conviction? Do you need a miracle in your life? How about a
breakthrough in your business or in your marriage? Are you willing
to subject your will to the Will of the Father? Are you prepared to
follow the lessons and pattern that He has established? Friends, there
is an appointed time to repent, an ordained season to pray, and a
specific time to petition Heaven. Furthermore, when we follow God's
ways and patterns, there will be, as a result, times of refreshing!



Chapter Four

Times of Refreshing and Restoration

"Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He
may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom Heaven must
receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began.” (Acts 3:19-21)

In the Hebrew Scriptures, when God's people repented, the typical
result was the blessing of rain upon their fields, crops and vineyards.
This fruitfulness led to further restoration and prosperity. In the New
Testament when repentance was evident, prayers were answered and
people were released from various bondages. This spiritual refreshing
is likened to the rainy season of old—even as the rain refreshes,
likewise, the rain of the Holy Spirit is intended to send refreshing to
those whose hearts are intent on returning to the Lord. It seems then,
that the season of repentance is the prelude to a season of refreshing.

In Acts 3, the word translated as "refreshing" is the Greek word
anapsuxis and means literally, "a recovery of breath." It is intended to
infer that someone who has lost his breath and has fainted from
exhaustion is suddenly renewed and revived when the breath is
recovered. Our modern word "revival" conveys the same idea. Thus,
we are to understand that Peter spoke of a revival and refreshing that
would come from the presence of the Lord, after people repented!
Today, when there is true and heart-felt repentance, there indeed
comes a time of refreshing and revival.

If repentance is the prelude to refreshing, then the refreshing comes
as the introduction to complete restoration. In Acts 3, we are promised
that "all things" will be restored. Of course, this is specifically dealing
with the advent of the Messianic age when Jesus Christ rules and
reigns from Jerusalem. Nevertheless, "all" means "all" and that has to
imply that when God's people repent, they will be refreshed — rained
upon—and will experience complete restoration, ultimately
personified by the Messianic era. The epistle of James puts it this way:



"Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the
farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it
receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” (James 5:7-8)

In the days of the Temple, the Feast of Tabernacles was also
considered to be the Feast of the Ingathering. This was symbolized by
the ingathering of the fruits of trees and the field which were brought
up to Jerusalem. In fact, seven different fruits were gathered in a
basket, the basket placed between the horns of an ox which was led
into the Temple courtyards.

It is understood that these seven fruits were to symbolize fruit
coming from all seven continents. In other words, this was to signify
that, in the end, God would have worshippers coming up to Jerusalem
to extol Him from every nation on earth. You see, Sukkot or
Tabernacles was the feast that acknowledged the ingathering of Jews
and not Jews only, but:

"...also that he would gather together in one the children of God who were
scattered abroad.” (John 11:52)

Those "scattered abroad" is intended to mean all of those living
among the Gentiles. Scripture tells us that during the Millennial reign
of Messiah, all nations shall go up to Jerusalem to worship the King at
the Feast of Tabernacles (Zech. 14:16). Furthermore, those who do not
will not receive the rain which is needed to produce the fruit (Zech.
14:18- 19) represented at Tabernacles. At any rate, we see that
Tabernacles represents the refreshing and total restoration that begins
with the repentance begun during the season of teshuvah.

At this point we need to understand that the common denominator
of both repentance and restoration is the Word of God. What I mean
by that is, to truly repent is to return to God, His ways and His Word!
The restoration of all things — as spoken by all of His holy prophets
since the world began— is when the world returns to His Word and
His ways under the kingship of the Messiah. Thus, the Scripture
records that:

"Many people shall come and say, 'Come and let us go up to the mountain
of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us His ways, and



we shall walk in His paths.” for out of Zion shall go forth the law (the Torah),
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3)

This is the ultimate meaning of the restoration of "all things" and
thus we see that returning to God —repentance— is equivalent to
returning to His ways as defined by Scripture. In the Scripture, His
ways are demonstrated for us through His cycles and His "appointed
times." In the appointed time He will restore all things through and by
His Word personified by the Messiah Jesus. It is He who will sit upon
the throne of David in Jerusalem and "rule all nations with a rod of
iron" (Rev. 12: 5).

The point of this is, that rod of iron is intended to bring all nations
under subjection to the Word of God. As His people, we should not
require a rod to bring us under subjection to the Word; we should do
so because we love Him. That love should prompt a desire to
understand His ways and the only way to do that is to understand His
Word—all of it. When we do—when we follow God's ways and
according to His appointed times—then we will experience abundant
life.

Jesus, the Living Word said:

"I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Days of Joy

Abundant living is synonymous with being happy and full of joy.
Following the ten Days of Awe and the ominous nature of Yom Kippur
comes the joy and celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles. Tabernacles
or "booths" is a time that is to acknowledge God's Presence among His
people. It looks back upon the time when God provided food, water,
shelter and protection for Israel while in the wilderness. It looks
forward to the day when the Messiah will "tabernacle" among us and
will again be the sole source of our every need. In short, it is the Feast
of the Kingdom —when all things are restored.

In the Second Temple era, the last day or eighth day (Shemini
Atzeret) of Sukkot was considered to be the close of the feast (Num.
29:35). As a result, this day was regarded as a time to tarry and spend
intimate time with the Almighty. This day was also highlighted by
one of the richest and most joyous images of the feast—the water



libation ceremony. This ritual, which was performed on the night
beginning this eighth day (a Hebrew day begins at twilight), was
symbolic of fruitfulness — a time to pray for rain in the next growing
season. One of the prayers during this time was taken from Psalm 118
and entreated the Lord thus:

"Save now, I pray, O LORD, O LORD, I pray, send now prosperity.”
(Psalm 118:25)

As I related earlier, this ceremony was apparently occurring when
Jesus stood up and spoke during the feast of Tabernacles.

"On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,
saying, 'If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in
Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.
But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.” (John 7:37-39)

On the day following this ceremony and Jesus' dramatic
declaration, a women caught in adultery was brought before Jesus.

"And when they had set her in the midst, they said to Him, "Teacher, this
woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law,
commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?’ This they
said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him.
But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though
he did not hear. So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up
and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at
her first." And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. Then those
who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one,
beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the
woman standing in the midst.

When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said
to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned
you?’ She said, 'No one Lord.” And Jesus said to her, 'Neither do I condemn
you. Go and sin no more."”” (jon 8:3-11)

This is a fascinating account, not just because of the outcome, but
because of the timing of the outcome. In other words, that it took place
during a particular appointed time at which the Messiah had



proclaimed Himself to be the "living water" is not coincidental. Now,
a lot of speculation has arisen over the years as to what Jesus was
writing in the dust. When you consider what time of year this was
and then realize that one of the Scripture readings for the Feast of
Sukkot was taken from Jeremiah 17, the mystery begins to clear.

"O LORD, the hope of Israel; all who forsake You shall be ashamed. Those
who depart from Me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken
the LORD, the fountain of living waters.” (Jeremiah 17:13)

That He was writing in the dust should be evidence enough of what
He was trying to prove. Still, it is important to understand what was
supposed to happen to a woman accused of adultery. According to
the Torah (Numbers 5:1131), such a woman was to be brought before
a priest. The priest would take holy water —understood to be mayim
chayim or "living water"—in an earthen vessel and mix it with dust
taken from the floor of the tabernacle or temple.

With the grain offering for jealousy in her hand and standing before
the Lord with her head uncovered, the priest would write curses in a
book and scrape them off into the vessel which contained the water.
Thus, this water became "bitter water that brings a curse.” She would
then be compelled to drink the water. If she were guilty, her belly
would swell, her thigh would rot and she would be considered a curse
among her people.

This is what the woman in John 8 was facing, except her accusers
meant to use her to go after bigger prey —Jesus. Perhaps their attempt
was fueled by what had happened the night before when He claimed
to be the living water. Whatever their motivation might have been,
they didn't obtain their objective. Instead of snaring Him, they were
the ones ensnared, for the dust that would have been used to
condemn the woman was used to condemn them instead. Why?
Because these men had obviously "forsaken the Lord, the fountain of
living waters."

Please keep in mind that this occurred on the Eighth Day — shemini
atzeret. On this day there was great celebration and overflowing joy. It
was also the day Israel anticipated rain for a fruitful future. It should
then be noted that a woman deemed "not guilty" by the test of bitter



waters was considered "free" and eligible to "conceive children" (Num.
5:28) or in other words, to be fruitful. When the woman caught in
adultery left the Presence of the Messiah, she was refreshed and
restored and free to be fruitful—all on the eighth day! There is no
doubt in my mind that she left rejoicing in the Lord.

It just so happens that the eighth day of the Feast is also called
Simchat Torah or "Rejoicing in the Torah (Word)." This is when
observant Jews dance with the Torah Scroll which has been rolled
(restored) all the way back to the beginning of Genesis. It is a time of
rejoicing, a time of refreshing that has followed a time of repentance.
Once again, this speaks of total restoration that we will experience in
the Kingdom. You see, we all are like the adulterous woman—
deserving of death. Yet, the One who is the Living Water placed in an
earthen vessel, the One who is the Living Torah has:

"redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.”
(Galatians 3:13)

He has made it possible that we who have been restored can also
rejoice along with the woman of John 8 in the Kingdom. There, we
will rejoice in the Living Word, the Messiah. The Millennial reign of
Christ will truly be a time of "refreshing" and the time of the
"restoration of all things." Yet, the lesson and nature of Tabernacles—
the season of joy and refreshing—can be realized today if we
understand and apply to our lives the principles inherent in God's
appointed times.

Seasons of Answered Prayer

Each day there is a set time when God's Presence is exceptionally
strong. In the Temple period, the early morning was when the Holy
Menorah was renewed with fresh oil. Early morning prayers were
offered as well as the burning of incense (Ex. 30.7) and the offerings of a
lamb (Ex. 29:39). Jews have long believed that the early morning hours
is when God's Presence is roaming throughout the world and when
He is most readily received by men.

If you recall, it was during these early morning hours that Christ
would often pray (Mt. 14:25). Apparently, Jesus wasn't the only one
who believed in rising early in order to meet with God. The Scripture
records that Abraham rose early (Gen. 19:27) as did Jacob (Gen. 28:18),



Moses (Ex. 8:20), Joshua (Jos. 3:1), Samuel (1 Sam. 15:12), and David (1
Sam. 17:20). It seems that these men understood that there was a
particular time when to pray and make their petition known to God.

I believe that God hears prayers at all hours and at all times.
Furthermore, I believe that He answers prayers at all times. However,
it is obvious that there are pre-appointed seasons of favor when He
releases blessings and answers our prayers. Consider the following:

"And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My commandments which I
command you today, to love the LORD you God and serve Him with all your
heart and with all your soul, then I will give you the rain for your land in its
season, the early rain and the latter rain, that you may gather in your grain,
your new wine, and your oil.” (Deuteronomy 11:13-14)

The Lord makes it clear that if we do what we are supposed to—
that is, to love and obey Him (do what He says when He says)—then,
when it is the season, He will release the blessings we need in order to
prosper. So then, if we do what we are instructed to do during the
days of Teshuvah, and truly return to God with all of our hearts, then
during the subsequent days of refreshing, we will witness a season of
answered prayer unlike any other. Again, this is Water placed in an
earthen vessel, the One who is the Living Torah has:

"redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.”
(Galatians 3:13)

He has made it possible that we who have been restored can also
rejoice along with the woman of John 8 in the Kingdom. There, we
will rejoice in the Living Word, the Messiah. The Millennial reign of
Christ will truly be a time of "refreshing" and the time of the
"restoration of all things." Yet, the lesson and nature of Tabernacles—
the season of joy and refreshing—can be realized today if we
understand and apply to our lives the principles inherent in God's
appointed times.

Again, this is not to say that prayers are to be prayed during this
time exclusively. No, prayer can and should be offered all the time.
Consider the prophet Daniel who was given an answer after a twenty-
one day fast.

"Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to



understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard,;
and I have come because of your words.” (Daniel 10:12)

So, we see that God is willing to answer sincere prayers at any time.
Still, we must understand that there are times God considers special
and, consequently, special things happen during these appointed
times. I suggest to you that, if you spend time with God during the
season of repentance, He will visit you with a season of refreshing and
restoration. Contemplate, therefore, what you are willing to do to see
to it that this time of refreshing occurs in your life. Are you prepared
to turn to Him with all of your heart? Is there anything that you
would hold back from Him? I believe that, as we turn to Him, we
must be willing to offer to Him from our hearts and our resources.



Chapter Five

Seasons of Giving

"Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My
house, and try Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open for
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will
not be room enough to receive it.” (Malachi 3:10)

During the days of the Temple, there were many types of offerings
to be given at certain times and for specific reasons. For our purposes I
want to point out five primary offerings that were presented unto the
Lord. First there was the minchah, sometimes called in the Scripture
"meat-offering," or "meal offering." This offering generally consisted of
things without life (L.e. ears of corn, flour, grain, oil). This was often
given with the intent of thanking God and acknowledging Him for the
fruit of our labors.

Another significant offering is the olah or "burnt offering." Olah,
from alah, means "to ascend" because this offering, being wholly
consumed, ascended to God in smoke. The whole burnt offering was
given to God expressing the person's willingness to offer nothing less
than complete and total submission to Him and to His will. Paul
exhorts us to be this type of servant when he says:

"I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of god, that you present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1)

The "trespass offering," or asham, speaks of one who is "guilty," or
"liable to punishment.” When the giver presented this sacrifice, his
guilt was considered as being transferred to the animal offered to
God. Consequently, the guilty was redeemed from the penalty of his
sin. Although not exclusively, this was typically offered when
someone had transgressed against his fellow man.

The chattat, "sin offering," comes from the word chata, or "to miss
the mark." Although it signifies sin in general, it is more often used
when someone has sinned against God. The sin offering was
presented in acknowledgment of the offender's desire to return to



God, knowing that to do so required the shedding of innocent blood.
In this, we truly see the significance of what Christ performed on our
behalf. Perhaps this is what Paul had in mind when he wrote:

"For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)

The shalamim, or peace offering, comes from the word shalam. This
word means "to complete, make whole." Of course, this is where the
word shalom comes from. This offering was to make up for anything
that might be considered lacking by any of the previous offerings. The
covenant of God, broken by His people, was supposed to be made
whole; so that after such an offering, the sincere and humble man had
confidence to accept that the breach between he and God had been
repaired. The former transgressor could then be at peace. Paul
obviously alludes to this in his letter to the Ephesians.

"For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken
down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity,
that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in
Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might
reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to
death the enmity.” (Ephesians 2:14-16)

Even with all of these offerings, each intended for specific purposes,
it was understood in antiquity that Israel did not have to wait for any
particular day in order to repent before God. We see evidence of this
when David, confronted with his sin by Nathan the prophet,
immediately confessed and repented (2 Sam. 12). Likewise, you and I
should never hesitate to repent to the Lord when we are made aware
of our shortcomings. Nevertheless, God did establish a season when
His nation was to come together to reflect and repent of their sins so
the favor of God would be upon them throughout the year. That
season, of course, was the days of Teshuvah culminating with Yom
Kippur.

So, considering that there are special times when our actions can
solicit a unique response from Heaven, it stands to reason that the
cause and effect of giving specific offerings during particular seasons
can bring about unique results as well. In other words is it possible



that, at the time when the ears of Heaven are most attuned to our
prayers, the eyes of heaven are most attentive of our offerings?
Consider the account of the Roman centurion Cornelius.

"There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of
what was called the Italian Regiment, a devout man and one who feared God
with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to
God always. About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God coming in and saying to him, 'Cornelius!” And when he
observed him, he was afraid, and said, "What is it, Lord?" So he said to him,
"your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God."”
(Acts 10:1-4)

After much prayer and apparent giving, Cornelius was told, his
prayers and alms had come up for a "memorial" before God (Acts
10:4). Our understanding of memorial is something of "record" or a
"reminder" or "memorandum.” If someone told you that you have a
meeting next week, you would probably write it down somewhere so
that you would be sure to keep the date. It would be a memorial.

Obviously Cornelius' sincere prayers and heart-felt giving had
placed his name on God's record for future recognition.
Understanding that miraculous events do occur during certain
seasons it seems that when the appointed time for Cornelius arrived,
he was situated to receive his due—God would remember him
because of his prayer and his giving.

From a Hebraic point of view, a "memorial" or "to remember"
means much more than what we think of in the West. The word
zikron, translated as "memorial" means "a memorable thing," "a day"
or "a writing." This word expresses that "something is written to
remind someone to do something on a certain day." To some degree,
that sounds a lot like our meaning of the word. However, when we
look at the root word zakar, the true intent of the word makes a deeper
impression. Zakar, translated as "remembrance,” means "to mark"
something. The "mark," it is inferred, comes by "burning" something —
as in an offering.

Those meanings are very interesting, nevertheless, the purest and
most astounding meaning of the word zakar is "to speak on behalf of



someone. For instance, when Nehemiah was restoring the Temple, he
asked God to:

"Remember me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this
people.” (Nehemiah 5:19)

In reality, he was asking God to take note of what he had done and
then "Speak on my behalf."

When God "remembered Noah" (Gen. 8:1), the Scripture wasn't
inferring that God had forgotten him. No, the text is saying that, due
to Noah's obedience, it had come time for God to speak on his behalf.
When He began to speak up for Noah, the flood waters began to
abate. Oddly enough, the day on which Noah removed the cover of
the ark and discovered that the surface of the ground was dry was "in
the first month, the first day of the month." More than likely, this was
referring to the older calendar—before Exodus 12 — and therefore
would have been the day which later became Yom Teruah or the Feast
of Trumpets. So then, God had begun to speak on Noah's behalf
during a season that led up to what would become the feast of
Trumpets.

Having this information, we should more fully understand that
when we walk according to God's statutes, when we give of ourselves
and our resources for the benefit of God's purposes, and when we do
these things during His appointed times, He will "mark" us for a
blessing. He will speak on our behalf. When will He do this? At the
appointed time—a time He has already determined —is when God
"remembers" you and me and speaks on our behalf. It is interesting to
note that the Feast of Trumpets is also called the "Day of
Remembrance." At that time, so it is believed, the "Book of
Remembrance" is opened in Heaven.

The Books in Heaven

In the book of Daniel, it was stipulated that his book must be sealed
up until the time of the end (Dan. 12:9) In Revelation we see that
John's book must remain unsealed (Rev. 22:10). The prophet Daniel as
well as the Book of Revelation refer to other books being opened in
Heaven (Dan. 7:10, Rev. 20:12). Other scriptures recognize the
existence of other books — sealed and unsealed —that you and I can't
read. Why? These books are apparently only read by God Himself.



In regard to all of these books, it is understood that God reviews
them, placing names, omitting names or, depending on what is
written in them, passing decrees where life and death may very well
hang in the balance. In fact, Judaism believes that when these
heavenly books are opened three groups are being examined and
judged. They are:

* The totally righteous whose names are inscribed.

The totally unrighteous whose names are blotted out.
Those who are neither totally righteous or totally unrighteous,
who must decide.

I wish to briefly mention some of the books beginning with the
"Book of the Living," also called the "Book of Destiny" by the Jews

"Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with
the righteous.” (Psalm 69:28)

"Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. and in your book they
all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of
them.” (Psalm 139:16)

The Amplified Version of the Scriptures states it this way:

"Your eyes saw my unformed substance, and in Your book all the days of
my life were written before ever they took shape, when as yet there was none
of them.” (Psalm 139:16) AMP

The Bible tells us there is a "Book of Tears."

"You number my wanderings; put my tears into Your bottle; are they not
in Your book?” (Psalm 56:8)

The New Testament reveals that there are "books" and most
notably, the "Lamb's Book of Life."

"He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot
out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My
Father and before His angels.” (Revelation 3:5)

"And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books
were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. and the
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written
in the books.” (Revelation 20:12)

One of the most intriguing of these heavenly books is the "Book of
Remembrance."

>(-

>(-



"And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that he will not destroy
the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the
field, says the LORD of hosts; and all nations will call you blessed, for you
will be a delightful land, says the LORD of hosts. Your words have been
harsh against Me, says the LORD, yet you say, 'What have we spoken
against You?' You have said, ‘It is useless to serve God; what profit is it that
we have kept His ordinance, and that we have walked as mourners before the
LORD of hosts? So now we call the proud blessed, for those who do
wickedness are raised up; they even tempt God and go free.'

Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD
listened and heard them; so a Book of Remembrance was written before Him
for those who fear the LORD and who meditate on His name. They shall be
Mine, says the LORD of hosts, on the day that I make them My jewels. And I
will spare them as a man spares his own son who serves him. Then you shall
again discern between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves
God and one who does not serve Him."” Malachi 3:11-18

To understand the purpose of this book it is important to
understand what is going on in the background. The Jews had
returned from captivity and were spending a lot of time and money
investing in themselves. As a result, the Temple of God was being
ignored and forsaken. Into this situation steps the prophet Malachi to
rebuke the people, specifically addressing their failure to bring "tithes
and offerings."

"Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what
way have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings. you are cursed with a
curse, for you have robbed Me, even this whole nation.

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My
house, and try Me now in this, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open for
you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will
not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your
sakes, so that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine
fail to bear fruit for you in the field, says the LORD of hosts.” (Malachi 3:8-
11)

It does not seem coincidental that in the same chapter, Malachi
speaks both of the people's lack of giving, their wickedness and a



book which records the names of those who remain faithful. It is
implied then, that those who remember the House of God will be
written in God's "Book of Remembrance." Those that fear the Lord
have the promise that God will "remember" them—that is, at the
proper time, He will speak on their behalf! When we consider the
account in Acts 10 concerning Cornelius, I believe we have an
example of when this book is opened and how it works.

First of all, remember that Cornelius feared God. Scripture tells us
that:

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Psalm 111:10)

Also, He prayed continually inferring that God was inclined to
listen to His prayers and move on his behalf (Jas. 5:16). That he gave
alms, suggests that he cared for and gave to the poor and needy.
Finally, his giving coupled with his prayers came up for a memorial.
You might ask, "How does prayer come up?" In the Bible we are told
that the prayers in the Temple "went up" from the altar of incense (Ps.
141:2). We also understand that prayers are kept in golden vials in the
heavenly Temple (Rev. 5:8). When the vials are opened the "words
come up before God." Where giving is concerned, the Scripture
records that:

"Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is
witnessed that he lives.” (Hebrews 7:8)

All of this came up for a memorial and God moved on Cornelius'
behalf, presumably because the centurion had been written in the
"Book of Remembrance."

Now, consider that the season of teshuvah — a time God's people
should turn to Him with their whole hearts—is linked to the Day of
Remembrance or the feast of Trumpets. This is the day when God is
prepared to speak on behalf of those who have repented, those who
have prayed, and those who have given of their resources. Remember
that on this day, the shofar is sounded repeatedly and the "voice" of
the shofar is likened to the "voice of God." When God speaks, lives are
changed.

Taking this all into account, should we not be motivated to prepare
ourselves even now for what is expected of us? Furthermore,



shouldn't we prepare our hearts now in anticipation of what we desire

for the Father to decree for us in the next year?
Open the Windows of Heaven

Throughout the Scripture, we see that there are openings into
heaven and, at times, these apertures are opened for us. Jesus once
referred to heaven being "opened" and "angels ascending” (Jn. 1:51). In
Revelation, John saw a door in heaven open (Rev. 4:1) and later saw
heaven opened (Rev. 19:11). When these "doors" and "windows" are
opened, what does it mean for us? Based on what Malachi wrote in
chapter 3, it seems that an open heaven implies that blessings are
going to rain down upon God's people.

The word translated as "windows" in Malachi 3:10 is arubot. The
root word is arubah. Some translations, like the NIV, incorrectly
interpret this word as "flood gates." On the contrary, the word arubah
conveys the image of something akin to a pigeon hole or chimney.
These would be relatively small openings, but nevertheless, sufficient
to serve their purpose. The purpose, in this case, is to pour out
blessings from heaven to earth but focused on those who have been
taithful to God.

The word arubah also implies a lattice, which is connected to the
idea of someone watching another through a very small opening.
They are peering through the lattice, gathering information in order to
do something that involves the person they are looking at. This
imagery suggests that God observes our actions through the lattice
"window," waiting for the right season to open the window and
bestow a blessing upon us. Would you like to live under one of these
windows from which unlimited blessing is poured out? This is what
God told Malachi He would do for those who are faithful to give into
His house.

This idea of an open window also connects back to something I
referred to earlier and that is the "gate of heaven" that Jacob saw in
Bethel. Recall that Jacob was in fear for his life and was fleeing from
Esau, so you might say, he needed to hear from God. On his flight into
Syria—which would last for twenty years—he decided to stop in a
place that was then called Luz to rest for the night. While he was
sleeping he dreamed of a staircase upon which angels were ascending



and descending between heaven and earth. At the top of this staircase
stood the Lord who promised him and his descendants the land on
which he lay (Gen. 28: 13). He also promised that through his seed, all
the families of the earth would be blessed (Gen. 28:14).

When Jacob awoke he determined that he had been sleeping very
near to the "gate of heaven" and the house of God (Gen. 28:17). On the
next morning he took the stone which had been at his head and set it
up as a pillar and anointed it with oil. This is understood to mean that
he was establishing a memorial. It is then that Jacob made a vow.

The Bible records that Jacob renamed this place "Bethel," or "house
of God. The former name, Luz, meant "an almond tree." By renaming
it to the "house of God" demonstrated his belief that "surely the Lord
is in this place" (Gen. 28:16). Furthermore, "Bethel" attested to the fact
that this place was where the windows of heaven were opened.

According to the late Rabbi Yehudah Getz, there were actually two
Bethels and this particular one was what became known later as the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. It was the same place that Abraham had
been led to in order to offer Isaac as an olah or "burnt offering" (Gen.
22:2). Actually, the Scripture refers to this spot at "the place,” or in
Hebrew ha makom. According to rabbinic sources ha Makom is
understood as being "the Lord." So, in other words Abraham took
Isaac to the place where the Lord is seen (Gen. 22:14).

The Book of Jasher confirms that "The place" of Genesis 22 is the
same place where Jacob saw the "gate of heaven" opened.

"And Jacob went forth continuing his road to Haran, and he came as far as
Mount Moriah, and he tarried there all night near a city named Luz; and the
Lord appeared there unto Jacob on that night.” (Jasher 30:1)

The point I wish to make here is, the "gate of heaven" is a place
where blessings were poured out onto God's people through this open
window. But don't miss this point either; it is also the place where
God's people offered their sacrifices and prayerful petitions. Below are
a few examples of what took place here.

* Where Abraham paid tithe (Gen. 14).

*  Where Abraham took Isaac (Gen. 22).

* Isaac took Rebecca to Moriah to pray for child (Jasher 26:5).



Jacob saw the vision of the ladder (Gen. 28).

Site of the future temple built by Solomon.

The Second Temple also stood on this site.

Where sacrifices would be made and where offerings would be
received.

Mt. Moriah is where all these things occurred and where angels had
been seen descending and ascending between heaven and earth.
Presumably, the angelic activity here is to demonstrate how the
offerings made by mankind are taken to God, and how God's answer
and blessing is bestowed upon man. Understanding this, notice what
Jacob did on the morning after his dream.

"Then Jacob made a vow, saying, 'If God will be with me, and keep me in
this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so
that I come back to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD shall be my
God. And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God’s house, and of
all that you give me I will surely give a tenth to you.”” (Genesis 28:20-22)

When this occurred, there was no priesthood in Jerusalem; it is
presumed that Melchizedek was dead. There was no tabernacle of
Moses — that would be three centuries later.

There was no temple—that was still five hundred years away. So,
what motivated Jacob to set up that memorial stone and make such a
vow? Apparently, he understood the importance of where he was and
the opportunity that had been provided to him to receive from God.
In essence, his memorial stone designated this site as the place where
God would give to man and where man would give to God.

When he returned twenty years later, he was indeed a wealthy
man. True to his word, he was a giver. Ironically, he gave a gift to
Esau—the same Esau who had determined to kill his brother. In fact,
he demanded that Esau take a gift from him (Gen. 32:13, 18, 20 -21).
The Hebrew word used to describe this gift is understood to be a
"donation, tribute or sacrificial offering." Reading the account of what
all he offered, one is impressed with the staggering size of the gift. By
today's standards, Jacob's gift of livestock is estimated to be
equivalent to about $50,000 in value. That is quite a bit when you
consider that the gift was going to someone who had, from birth, been
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tempted to kill his brother for the birthright.

Yet, as I see it, the gift was indication that Jacob was able to rebuke
the devourer. Moreover, God rebuked the death sentence that Esau
had placed on him. In fact, by changing his name from Jacob (Hebrew
Ya'akov) to Israel, God indicated to him that it was his destiny as Israel
to rule over his enemies. In other words, when he was born—as
Ya'akov—he had to protect his head from the heel of his enemy. As
Israel, the role would be reversed —his heel would now be on the head
of his enemies.

The Bible makes it clear that God rebuked the hate Esau had
toward Jacob. He rebuked Esau's servants and prevented them from
seizing Jacob's family. God rebuked anything and anybody that
would prevent Jacob from taking the land of Canaan and fulfilling his
destiny. So, we learn that when Jacob acted in obedience and offered
unto the Lord, the devourer was rebuked. The relationship with his
family was renewed, his immediate family was protected and his
property was restored. He had “more than enough” (Gen. 33:11). The
window —the gate of heaven—he had seen twenty years earlier

remained open for him and his children.
Keeping the Gate Open

"Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?” (1
Corinthians 6:19)

How can we keep the gate of heaven open in our life? First
understand that you are the temple of the Holy Spirit. As such we are
to keep the temple holy, that is, to keep unclean things from entering
it. The way to attain this goal is to follow the Word in obedience; to
pray consistently and earnestly; to fast and deny our flesh; and to give
into God's house. Doing this will keep the “gate of heaven” open for
you and your family. This is exactly how the Scripture lays it out for
us.

Be led of the Spirit and walk in obedience.

"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)

Bombard the heavens with our prayers.

"The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.” (James



5:16)

Discipline ourselves by denying the flesh.

"And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires.” (Galatians 5:24)

Demonstrate where our heart and treasures truly are—be a
generous giver.

"But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” (2 Corinthians 9:6)

When we do as God says—when He says—the result is blessing
and prosperity —the gates of heaven are opened to us.

"Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just
as your soul prospers.” (3 John 2)

There is one other point that I wish to make before moving on.
Whether it pertains to financial giving or giving of ourselves, when
we determine to promise God something we should count the costs
first. Why? Because before God does something, He has already
determined to remain committed to the decision. When He makes a

vow, He keeps it. Consequently, He expects us to do the same.
The Law of Making and Breaking Vows

"When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; For He has no
pleasure in fools. Pay what you have vowed — better not to vow than to vow
and not pay. DO not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin, nor say before
the messenger of God that it was an error. Why should God be angry at your
excuse and destroy the work of your hands?” (Ecclesiastes 5:4-6)

Remember when a person's word was their bond? Remember when
a handshake sealed a deal? Can you recall when a business went out
of their way to keep their reputation in tact? Do you remember when
you needed your car repaired and didn't worry about getting ripped
off? How about the days when people stayed married despite hard
times?

From a Biblical point of view, vows are critically important. So
important, in fact, that God instilled specific consequences for
breaking a vow. If you are experiencing lack in your marriage or lack
in your finances, perhaps you should reflect on whether or not you
have broken your vows.

What is a vow? It is a promise made in the form of a prayer or



petition. It is not claiming a promise but making a promise.

When we claim God's promises, we are accepting His vows to us.
That is something that most of us would have no trouble
remembering or laying hold of. Yet, when we make a pledge to God,
we oftentimes forget the promise almost as soon as we make it. Let's
face it—breaking promises is something humans are good at. People
continually break promises made to people because in many cases
there are no repercussions. Yet, God takes our promises to Him much
more seriously and especially when we make vows.

Many times, people will promise God things when in desperate
situations. People facing tragedy and loss will vow to serve Him if
"You will heal my child" or "put my family back together again."
When the trouble passes and memories fade, so does the resolve to be
faithful to the vow. However, whether the promises are made in
desperation or not, God still considers them a vow. In God's eyes,
when a promise is made, we need to be committed to keep the
promise. Though we may forget, He does not.

In Biblical days, vows were accompanied with offerings, made with
either livestock or money. This was to emphasize the importance of
the vow and the person's commitment to keep his word. The Hebrew
verb nadar (used 31 times in the Hebrew Scriptures) is used when
"vowing" a gift to God. The noun form of the word (neder, used 60
times) is used when making a "promise"” to God. The raw meaning of
the word implies that something is being "projected forward."

Thus, when a vow is made, it is understood that something being
affirmed now is meant to affect something in the future. If we go back
on our vow, then what we "projected forward" potentially falls apart.

A related word used in Scripture is asar. This is commonly
interpreted as a "bond" (as in Numbers 30:4-11). It signifies a promise
that "binds" two people together. The root meaning, "to hitch or yoke
together" conveys the idea of two animals (or people) tied to one
another for a common task or goal. Marriage is an example of this

type of bond or vow whereas tithing is an example of the word neder.
To Swear an Oath

"Duwell in this land, and I will be with you and bless you; for to you and
your descendants I give all these lands, and I will perform the oath which I



swore to Abraham your father.”

(Genesis 26:3)

Seven is a powerful number in the Scripture. The value seven
continually shows up in the Bible—372 times to be exact. The first
occurrence is in the days of Creation—the seventh day being the day
of rest, the Sabbath. Other examples of the occurrence of seven in
Scripture are listed here.

* Noah was given seven days warning before going into the ark
(Gen. 7:4).

* The dove sent from the ark returned after seven days (Gen. 8:10).

* After seven days the dove sent a second time but never returned
(Gen. 8:12).

*  Abraham offered seven lambs as a sign of covenant between
him and Abimelech (Gen. 21:28).

* Jacob served Laban for two terms of seven years each (Gen. 29).

*  Laban pursued Jacob seven days before catching up to him
(Gen. 31:23).

* Jacob bowed seven times before Esau (Gen. 33:3).

Egypt enjoyed seven years of plenty (Gen. 41).

The world endured seven years of famine (Gen. 41).

Jacob's death was mourned for seven days (Gen. 50:10).

The Nile River was turned to blood for seven days (Ex. 8:25).
The seven feasts of Israel (Lev. 23)

There are many other instances where seven appears in Scripture.
In fact, it is so prevalent that seven is considered the number of
completion and thus, anything tied to this value is considered
"complete” or "done." Consequently, the number seven is tied to the
judgment of God. There is a seven-year tribulation, a book with seven
seals, seven vial judgments, seven trumpet judgments. He even said
that He would punish Israel for breaking the covenant, "seven times
more."

"Then, if you walk contrary to Me, and are not willing to obey Me, I will
bring on you seven times more plagues, according to your sins. I will also
send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your children, destroy
your livestock, and make you few in number; and your highways shall be
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desolate. And if by these things you are not reformed by Me, but walk
contrary to Me, then I also will walk contrary to you, and I will punish you
yet seven times for your sins.” (Leviticus 26:21-24)

The Hebrew root word for seven is sheva. The root of this word is
shaba and is translated as "swear" or "swore" as in an oath. The root
meaning is literally to "submit to God," or "complete." This concept of
this word is obviously connected to the number seven, which hints at
completion. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance goes so far as to define
shaba as meaning "to seven oneself," because to do so—to swear an
oath—is likened unto when God makes an oath, as in the above
passage. Consequently from a Biblical perspective, "to swear" an oath
is akin to swearing by what is holy. It is a serious matter. Not
surprisingly, the Hebrew word for "oath" also has as its root the word
shaba.

Two Levels of Vows

An unconditional vow is one in which you have bound yourself
with an oath without expecting anything in return. For instance:

"If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by
some agreement, he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that
proceeds out of his mouth.”

(Numbers 30:2)

An example of a conditional vow is like the one I referred to earlier
that Jacob made when he was in need of Divine protection and
promised to repay the LORD in return for His assistance. There is
obviously power in such a vow to God, for what Jacob promised came
true. However, before making such a vow, one needs to consider that
the vow must be based on the truth of Scripture. It cannot go outside
the parameters of the covenant. The vow must always be in sync with
promises God has already made. Most importantly, when you make a
vow it should always be predicated on you being obedient to Him. If
you do that, He will be with you.

In this particular instance, Jacob isn't asking for anything that isn't
already established before he uttered those words. In other words, we
can already see in the text that God intended to protect him from Esau
because He had already done so in Rebekah's womb and while Jacob
was being born (Gen. 25). My friend Bill Cloud has pointed out that



the reason Jacob's hand was on Esau's heel was not in order to
supplant Esau's birthright, but to keep Esau's heel from crushing his
head. Now, how would a child instinctively know to do such a thing
unless God was already protecting him?

When Jacob promised to give tithes to the Lord, he is faithfully
following in the footsteps of his righteous grandfather, Abraham, who
tithed to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:20, Heb. 7:1-2). He does this to offer
what will be a sign or token of the vow he has made. In other words, it
becomes a sign of the covenant between him and God. Yet, Jacob
knows that to do so is not cost, but gain. To do so—to walk in
obedience—is to be blessed and walk in abundant life.

While vows made to God are potentially powerful, vows made to
men can be just as powerful but in a destructive way. What I mean by
this is when we make a vow to a church or a religious system and not
necessarily to God, then our spiritual walk is at risk of being defined
by men instead of God's Word.

For instance, when I was growing up in the Pentecostal church
there were certain criteria that must be met before one could join the
congregation. Excessive jewelry, going to the movies, swimming with
the opposite sex among other things were all considered taboo.
Thousands promised to abandon such things because they thought
they were appropriate. As time passed, the strict prohibition on
certain teachings were relaxed, in part, because it was believed these
teachings had been the result of men's opinions. When this change
came about, some of the older saints became confused and were
convinced that the church was "breaking a vow" made before God.

There are other churches (i.e. the Catholic Church) who have had
similar experiences when Church teaching has changed. The issue is
this: when the people vowed to do something or to abstain from
something, were they making a vow before God or before man? Was
their vow made for spiritual purposes or for good standing with a
religious system? In other words, do people at times make vows based
on spiritual ignorance and insufficient Biblical knowledge? Such vows
made lead to disappointment and, in some cases, disillusionment.

Prior to making a vow, we should think about what we are



considering because we should be committed to seeing it through. I
have made vows to God that I have been able to keep because I
meditated upon the significance of what I was doing. I vowed that I
would be above reproach when it came to handling money and using
the assets of the ministry. When we sell teaching resources, the
revenues all go back into the ministry. We do not sell our mailing list
to businesses. We don't send out letters to our donors each month
soliciting donations.

These are vows I made at the outset and have kept for almost thirty
years and as a result, God has blessed the ministry for it. And so, if we
have made vows flippantly and have gone back on those vows, it is
important that we repent of our haste and our unfaithfulness to that
VOW.

In the season of teshuvah — days when decisions are made that
potentially determine future blessing—it is important to be committed
to our decisions. When Jacob established his memorial at Bethel, he
did so with the understanding that he was under an open window.
He knew that he was in a "season" where the eyes and ears of heaven
were focused upon him. He set up his memorial and vowed unto the
Lord. He kept his word and so did God.



Chapter Six

A Time of Release

"And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone,
forgive him, that your Father in Heaven may also forgive you your
trespasses.” (Mark 11:25)

What is teshuvah—repentance? It is much more than saying, "I'm
sorry." Of course, saying "I'm sorry" is a start, but if we are truly
repentant then we are going to turn back to God with all of our heart,
soul and strength (Deut. 6:5). True repentance will change our way of
thinking, because how we think determines what we do. True
repentance will change our attitude toward God, His ways and our
fellow man. In short, repentance will expose and purge what has been
in our heart before we decided to "turn."

Unfortunately, many people stop short of true repentance and,
oftentimes, it is due to the fact that they have a hard time forgiving
someone else of something that person did to injure them. In some
cases, they can't seem to forgive themselves of things they have done.
So many people have to grapple these issues and, as we see from the
Scripture, if we do not overcome this unforgiveness, our relationship
with God is going to be inhibited. And so, during the season of
teshuvah it is just as important to forgive others their trespasses even
as we are turning back to God and seeking His forgiveness and His
blessing.

I believe there is a simple yet powerful four part process to
experiencing freedom from unforgiveness, guilt and condemnation.
First, you must trace it. What is the root cause of your conflict? Many
times individuals evade digging deep into their own heart and deal
with difficulty on a surface level. They may say, "My wife and I do not
get along." What is the root cause of the conflict? Is it rebellion, lack of
communication?

If your husband is not interested in repenting of his sins and
turning to Christ, what is the main hindrance? Is he bound by
addictions, by alcohol, by pornography? These fleshly sins attach



themselves and drain the life and spiritual reasoning from people just
like a leech. This type of situation hinders them and impedes a life of
freedom in Christ.

After discovering the root of the problem, you must face it. You
cannot enjoy the future living in the past, and God does not consult
your past to determine your destiny. Spiritual progress becomes as
stagnant as a swamp in a dry spell when people continually blame
everyone else for the condition they are in. You can never be delivered
from bondage as long as you justify your condition by blaming others.
Only by admitting, "I am a sinner. I need your help. I need God's
power to change my life" can the Word of God go into motion on your
behalf.

Third, you must erase it. Removing the unforgiveness and strife
from your heart comes by confessing before God that you hold
grudges, bitterness and unforgiveness within you. You must see that
your mind has become a mental prison, and you have captured
individuals and are holding them hostage because you hate how they
treated you. Erasing the conflict raging in your heart does not come
by, "mind over matter," or simply repeating, "I believe it is gone." You
have to get rid of it.

True repentance means that you are willing to tell God that you
regret your action and you desire His power to forgive and forget
those who have offended you. After this, then the work of the Holy
Spirit is to bring about the "regeneration” (Titus 3:5). The Greek word
translated as "regeneration” in Titus 3:5 means, "a spiritual rebirth," or
a "spiritual renovation." It is like an old house infested with dust,
cobwebs and dead insects in every corner. The house needs a
thorough house cleaning complete with new paint and wallpaper.
Multitudes of people have experienced the freedom and release when
God's Spirit set them free from the unhealthy conditions of their past.
Only He can break through the hatred that people have felt toward
those who mistreated them. True repentance leads to true refreshing
and restoration (Acts 3:19).

Finally, you must replace the empty places in your heart and spirit
with the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. Repentance



toward God and toward our fellow man is so important, because the
offenses created by words and misunderstandings keep myriads of
people from attending a local congregation and cause many an
individual to remain spiritually defeated. Through the years I have
met older people who will not go to church because of an incident
which occurred many years ago, involving the elders, deacons, choir
or a pastor. They will rehash something that occurred long ago and
continually wallow in their personal opinions. Some of them are
proud that they have not stepped foot in a church since that time.
Religion can't do anything for these people— only the Word of God

can replace such an empty spot.
Forty Years of Offense

My father and his brother Morgan were converted in November of
1949. In the fall of 1950, Dad and Morgan attended a revival at the
Church of God in Christ in Yukon, WV. At one point Morgan walked
out to go to the men's room. At that time the pastor's son, who was
away from God and had been drinking, stood up with a pistol in his
hand and pointed it toward the altar. The young man yelled, "These
old Holy Rollers always talk about heaven. Let's see who wants to get
there."

About that time, Morgan returned to the service, saw the gun and
grabbed the man's hand and pointed the gun back into the man's
stomach. As someone went for the police, Morgan restrained the boy.
Instead of rebuking his son, the pastor stood by silent as his drunk son
threatened Morgan.

Instead of dealing with his son, the pastor then rebuked Morgan for
dealing so harshly with his son.

The following night the same man was drunk again and this time
he brought a knife to the church. He proceeded to provoke Morgan
and tried to coax him into a fight. Instead of having the boy arrested,
the pastor sympathized with his son. Because the pastor did not take a
stand with Morgan—the one who was protecting the people —Morgan
left the church and refused to go back. As a result Morgan went into a
spiritual decline and stayed that way for over forty years. This one
incident brought such an offense that he was unable and unwilling to
serve the Lord.



Forty years later Morgan and a friend were driving through
McDowell County, WV and stopped at a restaurant-bar. As they were
sipping on a coke, Morgan heard a male voice behind him saying, "Oh
Lord. Morgan Ball, is that you?" When Morgan turned, he recognized
the man who forty years before tried to pick a fight with him in
church. Morgan thought the old fellow was still wanting to start a
tfight. Morgan stood and went toward the fellow ready to "knock his
teeth out." When he approached the man, instead of fighting, the
fellow stuck out his hand and said, "Morgan. I'm sorry for what
happened years ago. I have been tormented all of these years because
I heard you had quit church. I didn't know if you were still living or
not."

Morgan was so touched that his heart was softened. Dad told him,
"Morgan. I told you through the years that God would take care of
this. All of these years this man was living under condemnation and
was afraid you had died before he could apologize to you." He said,
"Morgan. You allowed the enemy to defeat you for forty years and
didn't know how the fellow who mistreated you was tormented
during those same forty years."

Freedom From Temptation

While reading the Lord's Prayer I noticed how freedom from
temptation is linked to your willingness to forgive others.

"In this manner, therefore, pray! our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your
name. your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. and do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”
(Matthew 6:9-13)

As we are willing to forgive others, our own spiritual freedom can
help us avoid the temptations of the enemy. I recall a well-known
minster who appeared on world wide television calling a fellow
minister who had fallen into a sin of immorality, "a cancer in the Body
of Christ." My spirit was so grieved to see a minister crush a fallen
brother deeper into the ground. Two years later this minister was
caught with a prostitute not far from his ministry headquarters. He
later said that he had prayed and prayed but was unable to get



freedom from his struggle. From a Biblical perspective I can tell you
why he prayed and prayed without results. Jesus taught that, if you
do not forgive your brother his trespasses, neither would your
heavenly Father forgive your of your trespasses.

"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will also
forgive you. but if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15).

Because of his unforgiving attitude toward another brother, this
minister not only opened himself up to continual temptation, but he
was unable to escape the consequences of his own weakness. This was
due, at least in part, to the grudge he held against another person.

Forgiveness is so important that Christ did not expire on the cross
until He cried out, "Father forgive them, for they know not what they do”
(Lk. 23:34). As the first martyr in the church, Stephen also prayed for
his enemies even as he was being stoned to death, saying, “Lay not this
sin to their charge” (Acts 7:60). The Apostle Peter informs us that strife
among two believers, including a husband and wife, can actually
hinder prayers from being answered.

"Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor
to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of
life, that your prayers may not be hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7)

Another area that unforgiveness affects people is finances. For
years I ministered in rural churches where believers had attended for
years. When finances were discussed, some would comment, "I have
given money to the church for years and I have never experienced a
financial breakthrough that these preachers are always talking about."
After spending some time hearing these same people complaining,
criticizing the church and the minister and talking about others in a
negative way, I knew why they were restrained financially, not to
mention why they were always sick and tired. God refuses to bless
anyone who has offense toward another believer.

"Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar,
and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer
your gift.” (Matthew 5:23-24)



In the ministry of Jesus, healing and forgiveness of sins went hand
in hand. Often, Jesus would first address the sin issue before
manifesting the healing. In Mark 2:9 He said, "Your sins are forgiven
you” before He healed the sick man of his palsy. After curing a lame
man, Jesus said, "Go and sin no more least a worse thing come upon you”
(Jn. 5:14). When a person forgives others, their spirit is then open to
receive their own forgiveness from God and the consequent blessing.

Unforgiveness not only hinders your prayer and stops the flow of
financial blessing, but can also nullify your "spiritual warfare."
Matthew 7:14-15 teaches that God is not under any obligation to hear
the prayer of a believer who is not walking in obedience to God's
Word. Since God is not obligated to hear your prayer, then Satan is
not under any spiritual or legal obligation to obey your rebuke.

I have said it this way: "If God is not hearing your prayers then
Satan is not listening to your warfare.”" You can bind the devil, rebuke
the enemy and come against the powers of darkness. However, if in
your heart there is strife, bitterness and unforgiveness, then your
prayers and rebuke are simply spiritual gymnastics with little or no
results. The issue of forgiveness may be the primary reason why so
many Christians are falling short of God's blessing in their lives. Is this
describing you? Don't wait until tomorrow; do something about it
today.

My Personal Teshuvah
In late summer 2005, I was teaching about Teshuvah on our Weekly

television program, MannaFest. During one particular program I
emphasized the importance of searching your heart to ensure that
there was no one that you have any ought against, even if your inner
search went back many years. During the time I recalled an incident
which had occurred over twenty-five years ago. It involved the pastor
of a local church where I had ministered.

Following an extended revival, the enemy arose and caused a great
division in the church. Some had blamed me, some blamed the pastor
and others discerned it was a sly attack from the Adversary. In short, I
thought I had forgiven everyone involved in the issue, when I began
to think about the pastor's wife. I was impressed to write her a
personal letter and ask forgiveness for past events. I personally held



nothing against the woman but felt it would bring a complete healing
and closure to the matter. The problem was, I did not have her
address and did not know where she was living.

The following day I was in a local book store and met a friend who
pastored a church in Virginia. We had not seen one another in many,
many years. Yet, it just so happened that this friend knew the pastor
and his wife—the one I wished to write. I began to ask about the older
minister's wife and he said, "She attends my church." I told him I
desired to write her a letter. He gave me her address.

I spent several hours carefully wording a four page letter that
explained in detail the events of that time, and how I was sorry for
any misunderstanding. I placed the letter in overnight mail and
sensed a strong peace of God come over me. I knew that teshuvah was
not only a time of personal repentance but a time to forgive and
release others.

The following day I received a totally unexpected phone call from a
book company who was offering to print and distribute our books not
only in North America but throughout the world. A few weeks later, I
was ministering at our Main Event Campmeeting in Dalton, GA. The
thirtieth day of teshuvah concluded during the meeting we held on
Rosh Hashanah—the Feast of Trumpets. That night, a businessman
handed me the largest check the ministry had ever received. The
check was to assist us in the building of our International Ministry
Center. I truly believe these unexpected blessings were a result of God
honoring His Word when I sought to be obedient.

Now please hear me on this—we should not wait for any particular
time, for "today is the day of salvation." Nevertheless, we need to
understand that God has determined that there are "appointed times."
And so just as a farmer plants the seed in the early spring for a harvest
at the appointed time, we too plant our prayers and our offerings in
the proper season expecting there to be a harvest when we most need
it. When we plant that seed, make sure that there is nothing hidden in
our heart that would hinder that seed from bringing forth fruit. What
we do during the season of teshuvah and how we do it will affect the
results we anticipate for the future.

In Conclusion



In this book I have attempted to show that God truly has ordained
certain seasons and cycles—His appointed times. I have also sought to
demonstrate that what we do during these appointed times can
determine how our immediate and longterm future is affected. There
is definitely something to the idea that God teaches us through these
special seasons and cycles.

During these last three decades of ministry I have observed that the
greatest attacks seem to come in the spring, specifically between
Passover and Pentecost. The greatest breakthroughs have come
during the summer months, and in particular the month of August. Of
course, this is approximately the time when the forty days of teshuvah
begin. In my life and in my ministry, the greatest revivals have come
in the fall months. The greatest financial breakthroughs seem to
always occur in a season beginning in late summer and the early to
mid fall—in other words, from the beginning of the days of teshuvah
until the end of the final "appointed times."

You might think this to be coincidental or maybe you are tempted
to think this is all just for good reading. I assure you that I am
completely convinced that God moves in unique and singular ways
during these times that He has designated as "appointed.”

Because I am so convinced, I want to pass this information along to
you and hope that you too will be motivated, as I have been, to learn
of God's special seasons. Moreover, I want God's people to respond as
God would have us to during these appointed times. Why? So that
His purposes for the Kingdom and for us as individuals would be
accomplished. If you want to experience a season of refreshing, a
season of restoration and a time of release, then dedicate yourself to a
time of repentance—God's way.

Perhaps you are reading this at a time when the forty days of
teshuvah (1st of Elul through the Day of Atonement) are soon
approaching. If so, I challenge you to respond appropriately during
this special time. If you are reading this at a time of year when the
season is far away, do not delay, but apply the principles you have
learned in this book and make changes in your life today! Every day,
regardless of a calendar date, is the right season to turn back to God.



Every day is the proper time to experience spiritual renewal. For you
see, Judgment Day is coming; the shofar has sounded and today is the
day to act! Today can be your day of repentance, of refreshing and
complete restoration. Amen.



The Days of Teshuvah and Accompanying Feast Days for the

Next Ten Years
Hebrew Year | Gregorian Year

Please note that all these holy days begin on the evening prior to the date

listed.
5766-5767 / 2006
1 Elul 5766 (1st day of Teshuvah)— August 25, 2006
1 Tishri 5767 (Rosh Hashana) — September 23, 2006
10 Tishri 5767 (Yom Kippur) —October 2, 2006
15 Tishri 5767 (1st day of Sukkot) —October 7, 2006
22 Tishri 5767 (Shemini Atzeret) —October 14, 2006
5767-5768 / 2007
1 Elul 5767 (1st day of Teshuvah)— August 15, 2007
1 Tishri 5768 (Rosh Hashana) — September 13, 2007
10 Tishri 5768 (Yom Kippur) — September 22, 2007
15 Tishri 5768 (1st day of Sukkot) — September 27, 2007
22 Tishri 5768 (Shemini Atzeret) —October 4, 2007
5768-5769 / 2008
1 Elul 5768 (1st day of Teshuvah)—September 1, 2008
1 Tishri 5769 (Rosh Hashana) — September 30, 2008
10 Tishri 5769 (Yom Kippur)—October 9, 2008
15 Tishri 5769 (1st day of Sukkot) —October 14, 2008
22 Tishri 5769 (Shemini Atzeret) —October 21, 2008
5769-5770 / 2009
1 Elul 5769 (1st day of Teshuvah)— August 21, 2009 1
Tishri 5770 (Rosh Hashana) — September 19, 2009
10 Tishri 5770 (Yom Kippur) — September 28, 2009
15 Tishri 5770 (1st day of Sukkot) —October 3, 2009
22 Tishri 5770 (Shemini Atzeret) —October 10, 2009
5770-5771 /2010
1 Elul 5770 (1st day of Teshuvah)—August 11, 2010
1 Tishri 5771 (Rosh Hashana) — September 9, 2010
10 Tishri 5771 (Yom Kippur) — September 18, 2010
15 Tishri 5771 (1st day of Sukkot) — September 23,
2010 22 Tishri 5771 (Shemini Atzeret)—September 30, 2010
5771-5772 / 2011
1 Elul 5771 (1st day of Teshuvah)— August 31, 2011
1 Tishri 5772 (Rosh Hashana) — September 29, 2011
10 Tishri 5772 (Yom Kippur)—October 8, 2011
15 Tishri 5772 (1st day of Sukkot)—October 13, 2011



22 Tishri 5772 (Shemini Atzeret)—October 20, 2011
5772-5773 /2012

1 Elul 5772 (1st day of Teshuvah)—August 19, 2012

1 Tishri 5773 (Rosh Hashana) — September 17, 2012
10 Tishri 5773 (Yom Kippur) — September 26, 2012
15 Tishri 5773 (1st day of Sukkot) —October 1, 2012
22 Tishri 5773 (Shemini Atzeret)—October 8, 2012
5773-5774 /2013

1 Elul 5773 (1st day of Teshuvah)-August 7, 2013

1 Tishri 5774 (Rosh Hashana) — September 5, 2013

10 Tishri 5774 (Yom Kippur) — September 14, 2013
15 Tishri 5774 (1st day of Sukkot) — September 19, 2013
22 Tishri 5774 (Shemini Atzeret)—September 26, 2013
5774-5775 /2014

1 Elul 5774 (1st day of Teshuvah)— August 27, 2014

1 Tishri 5775 (Rosh Hashana) — September 25, 2014
10 Tishri 5775 (Yom Kippur) —October 4, 2014

15 Tishri 5775 (1st day of Sukkot) —October 9, 2014
22 Tishri 5775 (Shemini Atzeret)—October 16, 2014
5775-5776 /2015

1 Elul 5775 (1 st day of Teshuvah)— August 16, 2015

1 Tishri 5776 (Rosh Hashana) — September 14, 2015
10 Tishri 5776 (Yom Kippur) — September 23, 2015
15 Tishri 5776 (1st day of Sukkot) — September 28, 2015
22 Tishri 5776 (Shemini Atzeret)—October 5, 2015



Glossary of Hebrew Terms

General Terms

chadash/chadashah—"renewed” chodesh—"month” hag—"holy day, festival”

Mishnah —rabbinical commentary on the Hebrew scriptures.

moedim—"appointed times”

rosh—"head”

shuv—"turn back”

teshuvah—"repentance”

yom—"day”

Times of Year

Av—Hebrew month occurring in Jul/Aug. Aviv—"springtime” —Hebrew month
occurring in Mar./Apr. Elul—Hebrew month typically occurring in Aug./early Sept. Nisan—
another name for the Hebrew month Aviv. Tishri—Hebrew month occurring in Sept./Oct.

Special Days

Pesach—"Passover”

Rosh Chodesh—"head (beginning) of the month”

Rosh ha Shana—"head (beginning) of the year”

Shabbat—"Sabbath”

Shavuot—"weeks” — Feast of Weeks (Pentecost).

Shemini Atzeret—"Eighth Day” —final day of Sukkot.

Simchat Torah—"Rejoicing in the Torah”

Sukkot—"booths” — Feast of Booths (Tabernacles)

Yom Kippur—"Day of Atonement”

Yom Teruah—"Day of blowing (trumpets)” Feast of Trumpets



Most Christians are not familiar with the Hebraic concepts of the Bible, especially the seven appointed feasts and the yearly

cycles ordained by God. Few Christians have heard of the new moon cycles and how Israel’s calendar and prophetic future were
hidden in the lunar cycles. Understanding the new moon unlocks deeper revelation of the seven main feasts. Three of these, the fall
feasts, are introduced duting the season of Teshuvah. This time is called the Days of Awe and Seasons of Joy.

In this book, discover God’s appointed times and how these yearly seasons and cycles can impact your spiritual destiny and
unlock divine favor. Learn how God sets his will and decisions for you in motion in 12'month cycles on his calendar, and how your
personal season of repentance can release a season of joy.

If you enjoy detailed Hebraic tesearch and illumination from the Scripture, then this book w'ill be a tool for your spiritual growth
and will expand your concept of repentance, prayer, and moving in God’s will. This book is filled with exciting research and Hebrew
word studies that will amaze you.

There are seasons of answered prayer, and we want to teach you how to tap into heaven’s reservoir of blessing and favor as you
experience your personal Teshuvah!



Evangelist Perry Stone Jr. is founder and president of the Voice of Evangelism ministry in Cleveland, TN.
He has produced an extensive library of books, audio and video tapes, and hosts Manna—fest, a weekly
television program airing on hundreds of Christian stations nationwide. The Voice of Evangelism has a monthly
tape club, Partner Strike Force, and a bi-monthly magazine, which is mailed out across the nation.

Voice of Evangelism « P.O. BOX 3595 « Cleveland, TN 37320 Phone (423) 478.3456 « Fax (423) 478.1392
www.perrystone.org ¢ voe@voe.org
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