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STATE OF FEOGRESS
John 5:2-9

2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the
sheep market a pool, which is called in
the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having
five porches.

3 In these lay a great multitude of
impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered,
waiting for the moving of the water.

4 Foran angel went down at a certain
season into the pool, and troubled the
water: whosoever then first after the
troubling of the water stepped in was
made whole of whatsoever disease he
had.

> And a certain man was there,
which had an infirmity thirty and
eight years.

S When Jesus saw him lie, and knew
that he had been now a long time in
that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou
be made whale?

7 The impotent man answered him,
Sir, T have no man, when the water is
troubled, to put me into the pool: but
while I am coming, another steppeth
down before me.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up
thy bed, and walk.

9 and immediately the man was
made whole, and took up his bed, and



walked: and on the same day was the
Sabbath.

(KJV)

Ome lesson we must learn is that some-
times, repressive forces are not necessarily
interested in taking over the harvest of their
victims; rather, all they want to do is to en-
sure that all the labour and efforts of their
victims are wasted, so that they can mock
and laugh them to scorn (Judges 6:3-16 *
And so it was, when Israel had sown, that
the Midianites came up, and the
Amalekites, and the children of the east,
even they came up against them; And they
encamped against them, and destroyed the
increase of the earth, till thou come unto
Gaza, and left no sustenance for Israel, nei-
ther sheep, nor ox, nor ass. For they came
up with their cattle and their tents, and
they came as grasshoppers for multitude;
for both they and their camels were with-
out number: and they entered into the land
to destroy it. And Israel was greatly impov-
erished because of the Midianites; and the
children of Israel cried unto the Lorn, And it
came to pass, when the children of Israel
cried unto the Lorp because of the Midian-
ites, That the Lorr sent a prophet unto the
children of Israel, which said unto them,
Thusg saith the Loro Ged of Israel, T brought
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth
out of the hause of bondage; And I delivered
you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and
out of the hand of all that oppressed you,
and drave them out from hefore you, and



gave you their land; And I said unto you, I
am the Lorp your God; fear not the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell; but
ye have not obeyed my voice. And there
came an angel of the Lorp, and sat under an
oak which was in Ophrah, that pertained
unto Joash the Abi-ezrite: and his son
Gideon threshed wheat by the winepress, to
hide it from the Midianites. And the angel
of the Lorp appeared unto him, and said
unto him, The Lorp is with thee, thoun
mighty man of valour. And Gideon said
unte him, Oh my Lord, if the Lorp be with
us, why then is all this befallen us? And
where be all his miracles which our fathers
told us of, saying, did not the Loro bring us
up from Egypt? But now the Lorn hath for-
gaken us, and deliverad us into the hands of
the Midianites. And the Lorp looked upon
him, and said, go in this thy might, and thou
shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midi-
anites: have not I sent thee? And he said
unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I
save Israel? Behold, my family is poor in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's
house. And the Loro said unto him, surely I
will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the
Midianites as one man”). Every repressive
force seen and unseen that is interested in
wasting all your honest efforts shall be de-
stroved by the fire of the Holy Ghost in Jesus'
Name.

Moreover, another state of progress is
stagnation, This is a state of standstill. In
this state, there is no forward or upward



movement. The fellow operating in this state
remains on the same spot in spite of his or
her efforts. In a situation of staghancy, effort
does not count, because it appears there is
some invisible rope tying the victim to the
same spot. From the above bible passage, we
read about a man who was sick for 28 years,
This man was aperating in a state of stag-
nancy. He was at the pool of Bethesda wait-
ing for an angel to stir up the water. He was
walting for a once-a-year miracle available
to just one person. The unfortunate thing is
that he was not alone. There was acrowd also
waiting to take this same chance. As a result,
he kept on waiting for several years.

There are some people who are so full of
hope at the beginning of a vear, but at the
end of that vear, they realise that they are
still at the same spot. When 1 was schooling
at the University of Lagos, there was a par-
ticular student who had been there for eight
years, but he never went beyond year one.
He kept changing frem one faculty te the
other and from one department to another,
We met him there and left him there. Have
you been stagnant? Are all your efforts futile?
Hawe yvou been so long on the same spot? The
Lord will intervene in your situation today!
The Lord will turn things arcund for your
good. 1 rebuke every force keeping you on the
same spot. Whatever istying yvoudown is de-
steoyed now. That miracle that your stagnant
situation is trying to deny you is released to
you now in Jesus' Name. [ command every
spirit of stagnancy keeping me and my fam-



ily on the same spot, in the Name of Jesus
Christ, pack your load and leave now!

Judges 6:1-6 “And the children of Is-
rael did evil in the sight of the Lorp: and
the Loen delivered them into the hand of
Midian seven years. And the hand of Mid-
ian prevailed against Israel: and because of
the Midianites the children of Israel made
them the dens which are in the moun-
tains, and caves, and strong holds. And so
it was, when Israel had sown, that the Mid-
ianites came up, and the Amalekites, and
the children of the sast, even they came up
against them; And they encamped against
them, and destroyved the increase of the
eatth, till thou come unto Gaza, and left no
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox,
natr ass. For they came up with their cattle
and their tents, and they came as grasshop-
pers for multitude; for both they and their
camels were without number: and they en-
tered into the land to destroy it. And Israel
was greatly impoverished because of the
Midianites; and the children of Israel cried
unto the Lorp™.

A man's state of progress can be classi-
fied into seven basic categories; one of which
is regression. The state of regression is that
in which mean forces beyond one's control
continucusly push one backward. An exam-
ple of this is the woman with the issue of
blood (Mark 5:25-34 “And a certain woman,
which had an issue of blood twelve years,
And had suffered many things of many
physicians, and had spent all that she had,



and was nothing bettered, but rather grew
worse, When she had heard of Jesus, came
in the press behind, and touched his gar-
ment. For she said, if I may touch but his
clothes, I shall be whole. And straightway
the fountain of her blood was dried up; and
she felt in her body that she was healed of
that plague. And Jesus, immediately know-
ing in himself that virtue had gone out of
him, turned him about in the press, and
said, who touched my clothes? And his dis-
ciples said unto him, Thow seest the multi-
tude thronging thee, and sayest thou, who
touched me? And he looked round about
to see her that had done this thing. But
the woman fearing and trembling, knowing
what was done in her, came and fell down
before him, and told him all the truth. And
he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath
made thee whole; goin peace, and be whole
of thy plague.).

She went through a lot in the process
of seeking help from different doctors. She
spent all she had but instead of getting bet-
ter, she grew worse, because unseen forces
kept on pushing her backward. Have you
found yourself in a similar situation, where
every effort you put in to take you forward
moves you backward, or where every effort
you put in to improve your lot only com-
plicates matters? The Lord will step into
your situation today and deliver you. Every
regressive force working against your life,
health, progress or destiny is terminated
today in Jesus’ Name.



Another state of progress is repression.
This refers to a state in which negative forces
push a person down and try to hold him or
her down, frustrating every attempt to move
up. This can manifest in the hearing of voices
that lead one to the other side of progress.
In Judges 4:3-6 “ And sc it was, when Is-
rael had sown, that the Midianites came
up, and the Amalekites, and the children of
the east, even they came up against them;
And they encamped against them, and de-
stroyed the increase of the earth, till thou
come unto Gaza, and left no sustenance for
Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass. Far
they came up with their cattle and their
tents, and they came as grasshoppers for
multitude; for both they and their camels
were without number: and they entered
into the land to destroy it. And Israel was
greatly impoverished because of the Midi-
anites; and the children of Israel cried unto
the Lorp™. The children of Israel encountered
repression from a particular group of peo-
ple who decided to afflict them. Whenever
the Israelites were sowing in the fields, this
group of people pretended not to notice.

They never stopped them from exerting
their energy or from expending their time
and money on their farms. But as soon as
their crops were harvested, they swarmed in
lile locusts and destroyed everything. There-
after, the Izraelites will have to start all
over again, after which these enemies would
again waste or destroy their harvest in a vi-
cious cycle, When I was very young, there



was a very notorious thief whe gained so
much notoristy that musicians waxed a song
about him. His name was Anikura. The lyrics
of the song said: “"Anilura won't ask you not
to trade. He won't ask you not to gain, but
he will ensure that you do not rake the gain.”
This epitomises repression! If you are in a
state of repression, you will continue to work
for devourers and never benefit from your
labours, Are you a victim of repression? Do
vou labour and yet you are unable to enter
into your harvest? That repressive force is
paralysed today in Jesus' MName. Jesus sets
you free from repression! You will eat from
your labours from now on in Jesus’ Mame.

Genesis 27:1-10:

1 And it came to pass, that when
Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim,
so0 that he could not see, he called
Esau his eldest son, and said unto him,
my son: and he said unto him, Behold,
heream L

2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I
know not the day of my death:

3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy
weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and
go out to the field, and take me some
venison;

4 And make me savoury meat, such
as [ love, and bring it to me, that I may



eat; that my soul may bless thee before
I die.

5 And Rebekah heard when Isaac
spake to Esau his son. And Esau went
to the field to hunt for venison, and to
bring it.

5 And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her
son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father
speak unto Esau thy brother, saying,

7 Bring me venison, and make me
savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless
thee before the Lorp before my death.

8 Now therefore, my son, ohey my
voice according to that which I com-
mand thee.

9 Go now to the flock, and fetch
me from thence two good kids of the
goats; and I will make them savoury
meat for thy father, such as he loveth:

10 And thou shalt bring it to thy fa-
ther, that he may eat, and that he may
bless thee baefore his death.

(KJV)

On the scale of progress, after the state
ol relardallon cormes Lhe slale of normal
promotion. This refers to a state of progress
where growth occurs at a normal rate or at
a generally acceptable pace. A person operat-
ing on this level moves step by step and from
stage to stage, In some organizations, it is
normal to be promoted from one level to an-
other once in four or five years. However, the
problem with this kind of promotion is that



it iz ordinary; there 1s nothing cxceptional
about it. It is at variance with the abundant
life Jesus catne to give us (John 10:10 “The
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to
kill, and to destroy: I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly™)

Nermal premotion is not exactly what
God has planned for you as a child of des-
tiny. It is crowded at this level of progress.
In all their lifetime, some people have never
exparienced any type of progress beyond the
normal. If you are in this category, the Lord is
moving you to something higher this season
i Jesus' Name. From a crowded school of
prophets and teachers in Anticch, the Holy
Ghost separated Paul and Barnabas to an ex-
ceptional life in ministry (Acts 13:1-2 "Now
there were in the church that was at Anti-
ach certain prophets and teachers; as Barn-
abas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch,
and Saul. As they ministered to the Lord,
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, separate
me Barnabas and Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them™) The Lord will sep-
arate you from the crowd and make you ex-
ceptional in Jesus' Name,

Beyond the state of normal promotion
is a state known as assisted promotion. This
is experience when someone is personally in-
terested in your welfare and choose to assist
you by taking vou to a level you are not yet
due for. The three Hebrew boys Shadrach,



Meshach and Abednego experienced this in
Daniel 2:49 “Then Daniel requested of the
king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, over the affairs of the province
of Babylon: but Daniel sat in the gate of the
king®. After their friend, Daniel, was made
a great man, they were assisted to the top
based on his recommmendation, Note how-
ever that this state of progress still requires
hard work, as this may even be the reason
why you were considered for elevation in
the first place. Another example of assisted
progress can be found in the story of Isaac
and his family. 1saac called his beloved son
and firstborn, Esau, and nstructed him to
go hunt and prepare him a delicious meal so
that he could transfer the generational bless-
ing to him. As he left to do =0, hiz mother,
who overheard her husband’s instructions,
decided to arrest the blessing from Esau and
pass it over to Jacob, her own beloved son,
She therefore designed a plot to assist him,
and she schooled him on what to do. In the
Name of Jesus, the Lord will raise people to
assist you into a level you were not expected
to attain. Human and divine aszistance shall
work in your favour this season in Jesus'
Name.

Psalm 126:1-4 “When the Lomp
turned again the captivity of Zion, we were
like them that dream. Then was our mouth
filled with laughter, and our tongue with
singing: then said they among the heathen,
The Lorr hath done great things for them.
The Lorp hath done great things for us;



whereof we are glad. Turn again cur captiv-
ity, O Lorp, as the streams in the south”.

Promotion can come to you through either
hurman or divine assistance. The assisted
state of progress attained through this pro-
mation moves you to a level where you are
not supposed to be, The greatest promotion
of all is that which transforms a sinner into
a saint. This is only made possible through
divine assistance. Because man could not at-
tain this spiritual promotion by his own
efforts, God came in to help us. This season,
the Lord will assist vou and mowve vou to a
level you are not qualified to occupy in Jesus'
Name.

Beyond assisted state of progress
is the accelerated state of progress. This iz
progress of the unusual kind. It defies time,
expactations and protocel. Under the influ-
ence of this state of progress, vou could be
at the bottom now and find yourself at the
very top mornents later. David experienced
this type of progress in 1 Samuel 16:11-13
“And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all
thy children? And he said, There remaineth
yet the youngest, and, behold, he keepeth
the sheep, And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send
and fetch him: for we will not sit down till
he come hither. And he sent, and brought
him in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a
beautiful countenance, and goodly to look
to. And the Lozo said, Arise, anaint him:
for this is he. Then Samuel tock the horn
of oil, and anointed him in the midst of
his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lorp



came upon David from that day forward. 5o
Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah”.

He was just watching owver his father's
sheep and goats in the fields when a mes-
senger came and told him he was urgently
needed at home. “What for?” he asked. The
messenger’s reply was "I don't know, but we
have a visitor —aman, I think he is a prophet,
and he asked for you to come right away” As
s00m as he got home, God told the prophet,
“This is the fellow, anoint him now."” Samuel
asled David to lknesl before his brethren and
he anointed him. By the time the boy got up,
he was already a king. One moment he was a
shepherd boy, and at the next, e was a king.
That iz accelerated progress!

At the registry on the day of my wed
ding, we could not but notice what was
happening around us. A particular girl was
dressed up to be wedded, but she waited end-
lessly for the bridegroom, not knowing he
had absconded. She almost went berzerk, but
she eventually survived the disappointment.
Mot long after, she was married to a soldier.
Unknown to her, the man who jilted her also
joined the army. One day, there was a mili-
tary coup, and the husband of this gir]l be-
came, the governor. Meanwhile, the boy who
jilted her was assigned as a subordinate to
her hushband, the governor. So, anytime this
girl was to enter the car, her former hushand-
to-be had to open the door for her. This sea-
son, God will overlook time, protocol and the
arrangement of men in order to accelerate



your promotion! Your progress shall receive
divine speed in Jesus’ Name.



