


Presented to:

From:





Devotions for Christmas

Copyright © 2016 by Zondervan

Requests for information should be addressed to:

Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49530

ePub Edition © September 2016: ISBN 978-0-3103-5607-3

Any Internet addresses (websites, blogs, etc.) and telephone numbers in this book are of fered as a resource.
They are not intended in any way to be or imply an endorsement by Zondervan, nor does Zondervan vouch for
the content of these sites and numbers for the life of this book.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted
in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical, photocopy , recording, or any other—except for brief
quotations in printed reviews, without the prior permission of the publisher .

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are taken from the ®  Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
V ersion ® ). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway , a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked  are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible ® . Copyright © 1999,
2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. ®  is a federally registered
trademark of Holman Bible Publishers.

Scripture quotations marked  are taken from the New King James V ersion ® . © 1982 by Thomas Nelson.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked  are taken from the Holy Bible, New International V ersion ® , ® . Copyright ©
1973, 1978, 1984, 201 1 by Biblica, Inc. ®  Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
www .zondervan.com. The “ ” and “New International V ersion” are trademarks in the United States Patent
and T rademark Of fice by Biblica, Inc. ®

Scripture quotations marked  are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living T ranslation. © 1996, 2004, 2007,
2013 by T yndale House Foundation. Used by permission of T yndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream,
Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.

Cover design: Adam Hill

Interior design: Mallory Collins

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 DSC 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



C ontents

D ec emb er 1 : Foc u si ng  O n J esu s
D ec emb er 2 : S u rp ri se Pa c k a g i ng
D ec emb er 3 : H ea v enl y  Pea c e
D ec emb er 4 : Fa mi l y  T ra di ti ons
D ec emb er 5 : Pu re A s N ew  S now
D ec emb er 6 : A n O rdi na ry  C h ri stma s
D ec emb er 7 : S a v i ng  R oom f or D essert
D ec emb er 8 : C h ri stma s L i g h ts
D ec emb er 9 : A n U nex p ec ted G i f t
D ec emb er 1 0 : H ome f or th e H ol i da y s
D ec emb er 1 1 : S ea ted A t th e T a b l e
D ec emb er 1 2 : H ot A p p l e C i der
D ec emb er 1 3 : U nw ra p p i ng  th e M y stery
D ec emb er 1 4 : A  C h ri stma s L i st
D ec emb er 1 5 : H ol i da y  M emori es
D ec emb er 1 6 : R ea l  C h ri stma s T rees
D ec emb er 1 7 : A  M odest C h ri stma s
D ec emb er 1 8 : D rop p i ng  H i nts of  H op e
D ec emb er 1 9 : C h ri stma s J a mmi es
D ec emb er 2 0 : C h ri stma s S toc k i ng s
D ec emb er 2 1 : G i f t T a g s
D ec emb er 2 2 : C h ri stma s L etters



D ec emb er 2 3 : G oi ng  C a rol i ng
D ec emb er 2 4 : H ol y  A nti c i p a ti on
D ec emb er 2 5 : A  S a v i or I s B orn f or Y ou
D ec emb er 2 6 : A n U g l y  C h ri stma s S w ea ter
D ec emb er 2 7 : C h ri stma s L ef tov ers
D ec emb er 2 8 : T h e S ea son C onti nu es
D ec emb er 2 9 : T h e A roma  of  C h ri stma s
D ec emb er 3 0 : C ra dl e to C ross
D ec emb er 3 1 : A  N ew  T h i ng





L et u s .  .  .  [ k eep]  ou r eyes on J esu s,
the sou rce and perfecter of ou r faith.

H  1 2 :1 – 2  

Ha v e y ou  noti c ed th a t C h ri stma s seems to sh ow  u p  i n stores
ea rl i er ea c h  y ea r?  M a ny  stores h a v e h a d C h ri stma s dec ora ti ons on
di sp l a y  si nc e S ep temb er, ri g h t nex t to th e H a l l ow een c ostu mes a nd
f a l l  w rea th s. C of f ee sh op s w ere a l rea dy  sel l i ng  g i ng erb rea d l a ttes
w h en i t w a s sti l l  ei g h ty  deg rees ou tsi de. W h y  i s th ere th i s i nsa ne
ru sh  f rom one h ol i da y  to th e nex t?

D i d y ou  k now  th ere i s a c tu a l l y  a  term f or th i s b l endi ng  of
h ol i da y s?  I t’ s c a l l ed hallothank smas. N ow , th a t’ s f ri g h teni ng . C a n w e
a l l  a g ree th a t ou r g ra ndmoth ers w ou l d not h a v e a p p rov ed of
h a l l oth a nk sma s?  I f  w e w ere h onest, w e’ d p rob a b l y  a dmi t th a t w e
don’ t enj oy  i t a l l  th a t mu c h  ou rsel v es. I t’ s j u st so ea sy  to g et c a rri ed
a w a y  w i th  a c ti v i ty  th i s ti me of  y ea r. A nd w e don’ t a l w a y s k now  h ow  to
sl ow  i t a l l  dow n.

B u t th ere i s a  w a y  to step  of f  th e c ra z y  tra i n a nd rec l a i m
C h ri stma s. W h a t’ s th e sec ret?  H a v i ng  a  si ng u l a r f oc u s. W e c a n
c h oose to not ru sh  th e c el eb ra ti on of  C h ri st’ s b i rth . T h i s D ec emb er,
j oi n me i n f oc u si ng  ea c h  da y  on H i m— a s Pa u l  sa i d, on th e “ sou rc e
a nd p erf ec ter of  ou r f a i th .”  E v en th ou g h  a t th i s v ery  moment th e
stores a re enti c i ng  u s to f oc u s on dec ora ti ons, g i f ts, a nd h ol i da y
trea ts, l et’ s p u rp osef u l l y  h eed Pa u l ’ s a dv i c e a nd k eep  ou r ey es on
J esu s.

W e ma y  h a v e a l rea dy  g otten c a u g h t u p  i n h a l l oth a nk sma s, b u t
th a t’ s ok a y . I t’ s not too l a te to ta k e b a c k  D ec emb er. W e c a n stop
l ook i ng  a h ea d to th e nex t th i ng  a nd, i nstea d, f i x  ou r g a z e on w h a t i s
b ef ore u s. H ow  ni c e w ou l d i t f eel  to ta k e a  deep  b rea th  a nd f oc u s on
th e b l essi ng  of  a  b a b y  b orn i n a  ma ng er to sa v e u s f rom ou r si ns?



For th e rema i nder of  th i s h ol i da y  sea son, l et u s mov e f orw a rd i n j oy ,
g i v i ng  C h ri st ou r f u l l  a ttenti on.





T h e p eop l e w h o w a l k ed i n da rk ness
h a v e seen a  g rea t l i g h t;

th ose w h o dw el t i n th e l a nd of  deep  da rk ness,
O n th em h a d l i g h t sh one. . . .

For u nto u s a  c h i l d i s b orn,
to u s a  son i s g i v en;

a nd th e g ov ernment sh a l l  b e u p on h i s sh ou l der,
a nd h i s na me sh a l l  b e c a l l ed

W onderf u l  C ou nsel or, M i g h ty  G od,
E v erl a sti ng  Fa th er, Pri nc e of  Pea c e.

O f  th e i nc rea se of  h i s g ov ernment a nd of  p ea c e
th ere w i l l  b e no end,

on th e th rone of  D a v i d a nd ov er H i s k i ng dom,
to esta b l i sh  i t a nd u p h ol d i t

w i th  j u sti c e a nd ri g h teou sness
f rom th i s ti me f orth  a nd f orev ermore.

T h e z ea l  of  th e L  of  h osts w i l l  do th i s.

Isaiah 9:2, 6– 7





He had no form or maj esty that w e
shou ld look  at him, and no beau ty that

w e shou ld desire him.
I  5 3 :2

Ha ri ett h a s a  rea l  g i f t w h en i t c omes to g i f t w ra p p i ng . S h e’ s g i v en
c onc ert ti c k ets tu c k ed i nsi de emp ty  c erea l  b ox es a nd j ew el ry
di sg u i sed i n ol d c of f ee c a ns. N o emp ty  c onta i ner i s of f - l i mi ts. H a ri ett
ta k es g rea t j oy  i n su rp ri si ng  p eop l e w i th  of f b ea t p a c k a g i ng , a nd th ey
nev er g u ess w h a t’ s i nsi de. W h a t a b ou t y ou ?  D o y ou  j u dg e p resents
b y  th e p a c k a g i ng ?  H a v e y ou  ev er b een su rp ri sed b y  w h a t w a s
i nsi de?

T h e c h i l dren of  I sra el  w ere a nti c i p a ti ng  th e c omi ng  of  th e
M essi a h , a nd th ey  h a d a  c erta i n i ma g e i n th ei r mi nds. T h ey  w ere
a w a i ti ng  th e a rri v a l  of  a  mi l i ta ry  l ea der w h o w ou l d sh ow  u p  on th e
sc ene w i th  a  l ot of  f a nf a re. T h ey  w ere ex p ec ti ng  someone w h o
w ou l d dema nd a ttenti on a nd resp ec t b y  h i s v ery  p resenc e. C a n y ou
i ma g i ne th ei r c onf u si on w h en th e C h ri st c h i l d ma de H i s h u mb l e
entra nc e i nto th e w orl d?

From th e v ery  b eg i nni ng  C h ri stma s h a s b een a b ou t p rec i ou s g i f ts
i n u nex p ec ted p a c k a g i ng . T h e S on of  G od entered ou r w orl d c l oth ed
i n th e f l esh  of  a n i nf a nt. G od’ s p l a n to redeem a nd restore H i s p eop l e
b eg a n w i th  a  new b orn’ s c ry . I t w a s th e u l ti ma te su rp ri se g i f t.

S c ri p tu re i s f u l l  of  G od’ s c h oosi ng  to w ra p  g i f ts i n my steri ou s
w a y s. From th e h ea rt of  a  k i ng  h i dden i nsi de of  a  sh ep h erd b oy  to
th e M essi a h  i n a  ma ng er to a ng el s di sg u i sed a s stra ng ers, H e i s f u l l
of  b ea u ti f u l  sur p ri ses. L et’ s not mi ss a  si ng l e one of  th em! I t’ s so
ea sy  to g et c a u g h t u p  i n a p p ea ra nc es. W e ma k e sna p  j u dg ments
a b ou t p eop l e, a b ou t ev ents i n ou r l i v es, a b ou t th e rea sons w h y
someth i ng  seems to h a v e h a p p ened. B u t w h en w e do th a t, w e c a n



mi ss ou t on th e b est g i f ts. T h a t g rou c h y  nei g h b or c ou l d end u p  b ei ng
a  l i f esa v er, th a t l oss of  a  j ob  c ou l d b e a n op eni ng  to a  new  p a th , a nd
i f  y ou ’ re H a ri ett’ s f ri end, th a t C ri sc o c a n c ou l d h ol d someth i ng  y ou
j u st mi g h t l i k e. L et’ s a sk  G od to op en ou r ey es to th e b ea u ti f u l
su rp ri ses th a t a re a l l  a rou nd u s.





Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on w hom

his favor rests.
L  2 :1 4  

L et’ s f a c e i t: C h ri stma s c a n b e a  stressf u l  ti me. W e g et c a u g h t u p  i n
try i ng  to c rea te th e p erf ec t h ol i da y  f or ou r f a mi l i es. W e w orry  a b ou t
f a mi l y  memb ers not g etti ng  a l ong  or th e ma sh ed p ota toes b ei ng  too
l u mp y . B ef ore w e k now  i t, w e f i nd ou rsel v es l ong i ng  f or a  l i ttl e of  th e
p ea c e w e h ea r a b ou t i n C h ri stma s c a rol s. C a n y ou  rel a te?  H a s y ou r
h ol i da y  sea son b ec ome so f u l l  of  p ressu re th a t y ou  w onder i f  p ea c e
i s ev en p ossi b l e?

W h en C h ri stma s rol l ed a rou nd i n 1 9 1 4 , W orl d W a r I  w a s i n f u l l
sw i ng . T h ou g h  Pop e B enedi c t X V  su g g ested a  temp ora ry  c ea se- f i re
i n h onor of  th e h ol i da y , th e w a rri ng  c ou ntri es ref u sed to ma k e i t
of f i c i a l . Pea c e di d not seem to b e a ny w h ere i n si g h t.

W h en th e h ol i da y  a rri v ed, th e sol di ers th emsel v es c h ose to l a y
dow n th ei r w ea p ons i n h onor of  C h ri stma s. I t w a s th e f i rst rep ri ev e i n
month s;  th e sou nd of  g u nf i re w a s rep l a c ed w i th  th e sou nd of  si ng i ng .
E nemi es w ere rep orted to h a v e ex c h a ng ed g i f ts a nd p l a y ed g a mes.
T h ou g h  th e w a r w a s f a r f rom ov er, th e C h ri stma s tru c e of  1 9 1 4
b rou g h t a  l i ttl e p ea c e i n th e mi dst of  c onf l i c t.

W h a t c onf l i c t a re y ou  dea l i ng  w i th  th i s C h ri stma s?  I s th ere f a mi l y
dra ma , a  f i na nc i a l  stru g g l e, or a  h ea l th  c onc ern?  N o ma tter th e
sp ec i f i c  c i rc u msta nc e, C h ri st h a s p romi sed H i s p ea c e to y ou . Pea c e
i s a l w a y s a v a i l a b l e f or th ose of  u s w h o l ov e H i m. O u r h ol i da y s do not
h a v e to b e ma rk ed b y  stress a nd c onf l i c t. W e c a n q u i t h ol di ng  on to
ol d g ru dg es. W e c a n l et g o of  env y , w orry , a nd f ea r. L et’ s ta k e
C h ri stma s b a c k . T h i s y ea r, l et’ s c h oose p ea c e.





N ow  i n th e si x th  month  th e a ng el  G a b ri el  w a s sent b y
G od to a  c i ty  of  G a l i l ee na med N a z a reth , to a  v i rg i n
b etroth ed to a  ma n w h ose na me w a s J osep h , of  th e h ou se
of  D a v i d. T h e v i rg i n’ s na me w a s M a ry . A nd h a v i ng  c ome i n,
th e a ng el  sa i d to h er, “ R ej oi c e, h i g h l y  f a v ored one, th e L ord
i s w i th  y ou ;  b l essed a re y ou  a mong  w omen!”

B u t w h en sh e sa w  h i m, sh e w a s trou b l ed a t h i s sa y i ng ,
a nd c onsi dered w h a t ma nner of  g reeti ng  th i s w a s. T h en th e
a ng el  sa i d to h er, “ D o not b e a f ra i d, M a ry , f or y ou  h a v e
f ou nd f a v or w i th  G od. A nd b eh ol d, y ou  w i l l  c onc ei v e i n y ou r
w omb  a nd b ri ng  f orth  a  S on, a nd sh a l l  c a l l  H i s na me J .
H e w i l l  b e g rea t, a nd w i l l  b e c a l l ed th e S on of  th e H i g h est;
a nd th e L ord G od w i l l  g i v e H i m th e th rone of  H i s f a th er
D a v i d. A nd H e w i l l  rei g n ov er th e h ou se of  J a c ob  f orev er,
a nd of  H i s k i ng dom th ere w i l l  b e no end.”

T h en M a ry  sa i d to th e a ng el , “ H ow  c a n th i s b e, si nc e I
do not k now  a  ma n? ”

A nd th e a ng el  a nsw ered a nd sa i d to h er, “ T h e H ol y
S p i ri t w i l l  c ome u p on y ou , a nd th e p ow er of  th e H i g h est w i l l
ov ersh a dow  y ou ;  th eref ore, a l so, th a t H ol y  O ne w h o i s to b e
b orn w i l l  b e c a l l ed th e S on of  G od. N ow  i ndeed, E l i z a b eth
y ou r rel a ti v e h a s a l so c onc ei v ed a  son i n h er ol d a g e;  a nd
th i s i s now  th e si x th  month  f or h er w h o w a s c a l l ed b a rren.
For w i th  G od noth i ng  w i l l  b e i mp ossi b l e.”

T h en M a ry  sa i d, “ B eh ol d th e ma i dserv a nt of  th e L ord!
L et i t b e to me a c c ordi ng  to y ou r w ord.”  A nd th e a ng el
dep a rted f rom h er.

L u k e 1:26– 38 





J esu s Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever.

H  1 3 :8  

Ha v e y ou  ev er seen th e mov i e Christmas w ith the K rank s?  W h en
f a c ed w i th  a  l oss of  tra di ti ons, th e K ra nk  f a mi l y  ta k es dra sti c
mea su res a nd c a nc el s C h ri stma s!

W e mi g h t not g o to su c h  ex tremes, b u t w e a l l  h a v e tra di ti ons th a t
a re nea r a nd dea r to ou r h ea rts. T h e f a mi l i a r smel l  of  c i der on th e
stov e or th e sou nd of  a  f a v ori te C h ri stma s c a rol  c a n b ri ng  w a rmth
a nd c omf ort to ou r h ol i da y . W h a t a b ou t y ou ?  W h a t tra di ti ons c a n
ma k e or b rea k  y ou r h ol i da y  sea son?  N ow , i ma g i ne someone
c h a ng i ng  th em a  b i t. Perh a p s someone tri es someth i ng  new  w i th
y ou r tri ed- a nd-tru e rec i p e or su g g ests a  new  l oc a ti on f or th e h ol i da y
mea l . O u r tra di ti ons b ri ng  u s su c h  w a rmth  a nd sta b i l i ty  th a t a ny
c h a ng e to th em c a n sti ng . O r w e mi g h t b e l i k e th e K ra nk s a nd f eel
l i k e g i v i ng  u p  a l tog eth er!

For th ose of  u s w h o f i nd c omf ort i n c onsi stenc y , th ere i s g ood
new s. O u r h ol i da y s ma y  not a l w a y s l ook  th e sa me, b u t w e c a n sti l l
c el eb ra te th e C h ri st w h o nev er c h a ng es. J esu s w i l l  a l w a y s b e w h o
H e h a s a l w a y s b een. S c ri p tu re sh ow s u s th a t J esu s h a s b een
c onsi stent i n H i s c omp a ssi on, H i s c h a ra c ter, a nd H i s c omma nds.
J a mes sa i d th a t C h ri st “ does not c h a ng e l i k e sh i f ti ng  sh a dow s”
( J a mes 1 :1 7  ).

T ra di ti ons a re mea ni ng f u l  a nd c rea te b ea u ti f u l  memori es f or ou r
f a mi l i es, b u t p erh a p s w e c a n a dd some f l ex i b i l i ty  th i s y ea r. W e c ou l d
l ea v e a  l i ttl e room f or th e i nev i ta b l e c h a ng es of  l i f e. T h i s ma y  mea n
th a t w e l oosen ou r g ri p  on G ra ndma ’ s sw eet p ota to p i e rec i p e, a nd
th a t’ s ok a y . W h o k now s w h a t new  j oy s ma y  c ome a l ong  w i th  new



c h a ng es?  L et’ s ma k e th i s C h ri stma s th e y ea r w e c h oose C h ri st ov er
ou r tra di ti ons.





Y ou  w ere ransomed .  .  .  w ith the
preciou s blood of Christ, lik e that of a

lamb w ithou t blemish or spot.
1  P  1 :1 8 – 1 9

W h a t i s y ou r f i rst th ou g h t w h en snow  f a l l s f or th e f i rst ti me ea c h
y ea r?  For ma ny  of  u s, ou r i nsti nc t i s to ru sh  ou tsi de a nd g a th er th a t
f resh , p u re snow ;  b ri ng  i t i nsi de;  a nd a dd a  l i ttl e v a ni l l a , mi l k , a nd
su g a r. I f  done c orrec tl y , th e end resu l t i s a  w i nter trea t k now n a s
snow  cream. I f , b y  c h a nc e, y ou  a re not f a mi l i a r w i th  snow  c rea m,
th ere i s rea l l y  onl y  one h a rd- a nd-f a st ru l e. O nl y  th e p u rest snow  w i l l
do. J u st sa y  no to snow  w i th  sp ots or b l emi sh es.

A l l  th rou g h ou t th e O l d T esta ment, p eop l e sou g h t p u ri ty — to b e
ma de c l ea n a s new  snow . T h e p sa l mi st p l ea ded to G od, “ Pu ri f y  me
f rom my  si ns, a nd I  w i l l  b e c l ea n;  w a sh  me, a nd I  w i l l  b e w h i ter th a n
snow ”  (Psa l m 51 :7  ). G od’ s p eop l e ma de sa c ri f i c es i n a n a ttemp t
to b e ri g h t w i th  H i m. T h ey  w ou l d of f er l a mb s, dov es, or w h a tev er th e
L a w  p resc ri b ed f or th ei r si tu a ti on. T h e p rob l em w a s th a t th ese
of f eri ng s w ere onl y  temp ora ry . B ec a u se th e a ni ma l s w ere i mp erf ec t
sa c ri f i c es, a noth er sa c ri f i c e w ou l d soon b e needed to c ov er new
si ns. A  p u re of f eri ng  w a sn’ t a v a i l a b l e.

Fortu na tel y , G od a l w a y s h a d a  p l a n f or th e redemp ti on of  H i s
p eop l e, a nd i t i nv ol v ed a  p u re a nd p erf ec t sa c ri f i c e: H i s S on. C h ri st
w a s not j u st a  p rec i ou s b a b y . H e w a s th e L a mb  w i th ou t sp ot or
b l emi sh . H e c a me to b e th e sa c ri f i c e onc e a nd f or a l l  b ec a u se onl y
th e p u rest of f eri ng  w ou l d su f f i c e to ma k e u s ri g h t w i th  G od.

T h i s C h ri stma s, l et’ s rememb er w h y  H e c a me a nd g i v e ou r
th a nk s to H i m. T h e c ra dl e w a s a l w a y s a b ou t th e c ross. A s w e th i nk
a b ou t J esu s a s a  b a b y , l et’ s not b e a f ra i d to l ook  a h ea d to H i s



p u rp ose i n c omi ng . C h ri st c a me b ec a u se onl y  th e p u rest sa c ri f i c e
w ou l d do.





In the same region there w ere
shepherds ou t in the field, k eeping

w atch over their flock  by night.
L  2 :8

I sn’ t C h ri stma s th e p erf ec t ti me to f l ex  a  l i ttl e c rea ti v e mu sc l e?
D rea ms of  su g a rp l u m- f rosted trees a nd p erf ec t p a rti es f i l l  ou r h ea ds.
W e p l ot a nd p l a n th e p erf ec t g i f ts. W e ou tdo ou rsel v es w i th  new
c ook i e rec i p es a nd l ea f  th rou g h  ma g a z i nes, l ook i ng  f or sp ec ta c u l a r
di sp l a y s to re- c rea te a t h ome. I t c a n b e so mu c h  f u n th a t, i n ou r
a ttemp ts to p u l l  tog eth er someth i ng  ex tra ordi na ry , w e sp end a  g rea t
dea l  of  money , ti me, a nd energ y  on a l l  th e deta i l s. C rea ti ng  a n
i mp ressi v e C h ri stma s c a n b e ex h a u sti ng , b u t th ere i s g ood new s.
T h ere i s b ea u ty  to b e f ou nd i n a n ordi na ry  C h ri stma s too.

I t w a s j u st a n ordi na ry  ni g h t f or th e sh ep h erds i n B eth l eh em.
T h ey  w ere doi ng  ex a c tl y  w h a t sh ep h erds norma l l y  di d i n th e v ery
sa me p l a c e th ey  norma l l y  g ra z ed th ei r f l oc k s. T h en, ri g h t i n th e
mi ddl e of  th ei r ev eni ng , a ng el s a p p ea red, p roc l a i mi ng  th e b i rth  of  th e
S a v i or. G od i nv a ded th ei r reg u l a r ni g h t w i th  H i s h ol i ness, a nd th ey
w ere nev er th e sa me.

W e do not need to c rea te someth i ng  ex tra ordi na ry  f or G od to
sh ow  u p . H e sent a ng el s to sh ep h erds i n a  f i el d. Z ec h a ri a h , a  p ri est,
w a s p erf ormi ng  h i s du ti es i n th e temp l e w h en th e a ng el  G a b ri el
a p p ea red to h i m. J esu s’  f i rst di sc i p l es w ere f i sh i ng  w h en th ey  w ere
c a l l ed to f ol l ow  H i m. D o y ou  see a  p a ttern?  G od sh ow s H i msel f  to
ordi na ry  p eop l e w h o a re doi ng  ordi na ry  th i ng s. H e k now s w h ere to
f i nd u s, a nd w h en H e does, b ea u ti f u l  th i ng s h a p p en.

W e a l l  w a nt ou r h ol i da y s to b e sp ec i a l . T h e th i ng  to rememb er i s
th a t sp ec i a l  does not h a v e to b e stressf u l . I t’ s p erf ec tl y  f i ne to c ra v e
a  l i ttl e ordi na ry  th i s C h ri stma s. L et’ s g a th er a rou nd a  f i rep l a c e w i th



some h ot c oc oa  a nd th a nk  H i m f or th e b ea u ty  th a t i s f ou nd i n a n
ordi na ry  l i f e.





W e  T h r e e  K i n g s

W e three k ings of O rient are;
Bearing gifts w e traverse afar,
F ield and fou ntain, moor and mou ntain,
F ollow ing yonder star.

O  star of w onder, star of light,
S tar w ith royal beau ty bright,
W estw ard leading, still proceeding,
Gu ide u s to thy perfect light.

Gloriou s now  behold Him arise;
K ing and God and sacrifice;
Allelu ia, allelu ia!
E arth to heav’ n replies.





W hen they had brou ght their boats
to land, they left everything and

follow ed him.
L  5 :1 1

I f  th ere i s ev er a  mea l  w h en y ou  a re temp ted to ov erea t, i t’ s
C h ri stma s di nner. I t’ s h a rd to c onv i nc e y ou rsel f  th a t one more
h el p i ng  of  ma sh ed p ota toes c ou l d ev er b e a  b a d i dea . B u t a t some
p oi nt, y ou  mi g h t rea l i z e a l l  th ose sec ond h el p i ng s w ere a  terri b l e
mi sta k e. T h i s i s u su a l l y  ri g h t a b ou t th e ti me someone a sk s y ou  i f  y ou
sa v ed room f or dessert. A s g ood a s th ose ex tra  ma sh ed p ota toes
mi g h t h a v e b een, a  p i ec e of  p u mp k i n p i e w ou l d h a v e b een ev en
b etter. C a n y ou  rel a te?  H a v e y ou  ev er ov eri ndu l g ed a nd, a s a  resu l t,
mi ssed ou t on someth i ng  b etter?

W h en J esu s c a l l ed th e f i rst di sc i p l es, th ey  w ere b u sy  l i v i ng  th ei r
l i v es. L u k e 5  desc ri b es a  g rou p  of  f i sh ermen w h o w ere w a sh i ng  th ei r
nets a t th a t v ery  moment, di sa p p oi nted b y  a  p oor c a tc h . J esu s
ta u g h t th em f or a  sh ort w h i l e, a nd th en H e tol d th em to c a st th ei r
nets a g a i n. M i ra c u l ou sl y , th e nets c a me u p  c omp l etel y  f u l l ! A t th a t
moment th e f i sh ermen c ou l d h a v e sta y ed a nd enj oy ed th e b enef i ts
of  J esu s’  v i si t. T h ey  w ou l d h a v e ma de a  l ot of  money  a t ma rk et a nd
f i l l ed th ei r b el l i es f or some ti me. B u t th ey  w ou l d h a v e mi ssed ou t on
th e f a r g rea ter b l essi ng  of  w a l k i ng  si de b y  si de w i th  th e S a v i or. T h ey
ma de th e w i se dec i si on a nd “ l ef t ev ery th i ng  a nd f ol l ow ed h i m.”

W e a l l  h a v e c erta i n th i ng s th a t g i v e u s th e i l l u si on of  f u l f i l l ment.
W e ma y  th i nk  w ea l th  or f a me or a  c erta i n rel a ti onsh i p  w i l l  b ri ng  u s
sa ti sf a c ti on. I f  w e a ren’ t c a ref u l , w e w i l l  f i l l  ou rsel v es w i th  th e th i ng s
of  th i s w orl d w h en G od h a s f a r b etter th i ng s i n store. G org i ng  on th e
w orl d’ s of f eri ng s c a n l ea v e u s w i sh i ng  w e h a d c h osen more w i sel y ,
b u t th e w a y  of  C h ri st nev er l ea ds to reg ret. A s w e p i c k  a nd c h oose



w h a t w e p u t “ on ou r p l a tes”  th i s da y , ma y  w e c a ref u l l y  c onsi der
w h eth er ea c h  th i ng  b ri ng s tru e f u l f i l l ment.





“ B u t y ou , B eth l eh em E p h ra th a h ,
T h ou g h  y ou  a re l i ttl e a mong  th e th ou sa nds of
J u da h ,
Y et ou t of  y ou  sh a l l  c ome f orth  to M e
T h e O ne to b e R u l er i n I sra el ,
W h ose g oi ng s f orth  a re f rom of  ol d,
From ev erl a sti ng .”  . . .

A nd H e sh a l l  sta nd a nd f eed H i s f l oc k
I n th e streng th  of  th e L ,
I n th e ma j esty  of  th e na me of  th e L  H i s G od;
A nd th ey  sh a l l  a b i de,
For now  H e sh a l l  b e g rea t
T o th e ends of  th e ea rth ;
A nd th i s O ne sh a l l  b e p ea c e.

Micah 5:2, 4– 5 





W hen they saw  the star, they
rej oiced ex ceedingly w ith great j oy.

M  2 :1 0

O ne f a mi l y  i n N ew  Y ork  h ol ds th e G u i nness W orl d R ec ord ti tl e f or
th e most l i g h ts i n a  resi denti a l  C h ri stma s di sp l a y . O v er th e c ou rse of
a  c ou p l e of  month s, th i s f a mi l y  h a ng s more th a n si x  h u ndred
th ou sa nd l i g h ts i n ev ery  v a ri ety  y ou  c ou l d i ma g i ne. Peop l e dri v e f rom
mi l es a rou nd to see th e f a nta sti c  di sp l a y  g l ow i ng  i n th e ni g h t.

W h a t k i nd of  l i g h t di sp l a y s b ri ng  ou t th e k i d i n y ou  ea c h
C h ri stma s?  A re th ey  mu l ti c ol ored or w h i te?  A re th ey  b i g  b u l b s, l i ttl e
b u l b s, or i c i c l e l i g h ts?  D o th ey  sta y  on or b l i nk ?  W e ma y  h a v e
di f f erent p ref erenc es, b u t w e c a n a l l  a g ree th a t tw i nk l i ng  l i g h ts a dd
p l enty  of  c h eer to th e da rk , c ol d ni g h ts th i s ti me of  y ea r. I n f a c t, th e
v ery  f i rst C h ri stma s b eg a n w i th  a  l i g h t sh i ni ng  i n th e sk y . W h en th e
w i se men sa w  th e sta r, th ey  ref erred to i t a s “ h i s sta r”  ( M a tth ew  2 :2 ),
b ec a u se ma ny  y ea rs ea rl i er a  p rop h et h a d p rop h esi ed th a t a  sta r
w ou l d a nnou nc e th e b i rth  of  a  k i ng  ( N u mb ers 2 4 :1 7 ). From th e v ery
b eg i nni ng  G od h a s b een di sp el l i ng  da rk ness b oth  l i tera l l y  a nd i n ou r
h ea rts.

W h a t a rea s of  da rk ness do y ou  stru g g l e w i th ?  W e a l l  h a v e
sec rets or p a i ns th a t w e try  to k eep  h i dden. W e ma y  th i nk  i t i s b etter
not to sh ow  ou r stru g g l es, b u t th e tru th  i s th a t sh a me f l ou ri sh es i n
th e da rk . G od’ s desi re f or H i s p eop l e i s th a t w e w ou l d w a l k  i n th e
l i g h t a nd l i v e i n f reedom. T h i s i s w h y  J esu s ref ers to H i msel f  a s th e
l i g h t of  th e w orl d i n J oh n 8 :1 2 .

L et’ s b e l i k e th e w i se men th i s C h ri stma s a nd seek  th e l i g h t of
C h ri st. T h rou g h  p ra y er a nd c onf essi on, w e c a n op en u p  ou r most
p ersona l  trou b l es to G od a nd rec ei v e H i s h ea l i ng  a nd h op e. W e
w ere nev er mea nt to l i v e i n da rk ness, a nd C h ri stma s i s th e p erf ec t



ti me to l ea v e i t b eh i nd. W h en y ou ’ re p u tti ng  u p  l i g h ts th i s y ea r, h a ng
a n ex tra  stra nd to remi nd y ou  th a t G od’ s l i g h t c h a ses th e da rk ness
a w a y .





It has been given to you  on Christ’ s
behalf not only to believe in Him, bu t

also to su ffer for Him.
P  1 :2 9  

A c c ordi ng  to a  J a nu a ry  2 0 1 5  T ime ma g a z i ne a rti c l e, B ri ta i n’ s roy a l
f a mi l y  rec ei v es a n odd a ssortment of  g i f ts ea c h  y ea r. S ome of  th e
most u nu su a l  w ere tw el v e b ox es of  ma ng os f or Pri nc e A ndrew , a
Ph D  th esi s f or C h a rl es a nd C a mi l l a , a nd ev en a  p a i r of  g i a nt tu rtl es
g i v en to Q u een E l i z a b eth . W h a t i s th e most su rp ri si ng  g i f t y ou  h a v e
rec ei v ed?  H a v e y ou  ev er op ened a  p resent a nd th ou g h t, W hat in the
w orld w ere they think ing?

W h en w e a c c ep t C h ri st a s S a v i or a nd c h oose to f ol l ow  H i m, w e
a l so rec ei v e g i f ts— a nd th ey  a re p erf ec tl y  su i ted f or u s a nd f or G od’ s
p l a n. W e a re p romi sed H i s p ea c e, c omf ort, a nd j oy . W e h a v e th e g i f t
of  H i s p resenc e a nd g u i da nc e. T h ere a re i nnu mera b l e b l essi ng s i n
f ol l ow i ng  H i m. Y et w e a re a l so p romi sed tri a l s a nd tri b u l a ti on.
A c c ordi ng  to Pa u l , w e rec ei v e th e g i f ts of  b el i ev i ng  a nd su f f eri ng  a t
th e sa me ti me.

W h eth er w e a re serv i ng  or su f f eri ng , w e g et to do i t f or C h ri st.
T h a t i s a  g i f t. A re w e ev er c l oser to H i m th a n i n a  ti me of  su f f eri ng ?
Pa stor a nd tea c h er J oh n Pi p er sa i d i t th i s w a y : “ T h ere i s more of
G od to b e h a d i n ti mes of  su f f eri ng  th a n a ny  oth er ti me.”  A nd w h o
w ou l dn’ t w a nt to h a v e more of  G od?

N one of  u s w a nts to a sk  G od f or su f f eri ng . I t i s c erta i nl y  noth i ng
th a t w e w ou l d a dd to ou r C h ri stma s w i sh  l i sts. Y et i f  w e w a l k  w i th
C h ri st, su f f eri ng  w i l l  c ome. L et’ s p ra y  th a t w e w i l l  a c c ep t su f f eri ng
w i th  th a nk f u l  h ea rts w h en i t c omes, k now i ng  th a t G od w i l l  w ork  i t ou t
f or H i s g l ory .







J oseph also w ent u p from Galilee,
from the tow n of N az areth, to J u dea, to

the city of David, w hich is called
Bethlehem, becau se he w as of the

hou se and lineage of David.
L  2 :4

T h e da y s l ea di ng  u p  to C h ri stma s a re some of  th e b u si est tra v el
da y s of  th e y ea r. S oon th e roa ds w i l l  b e f i l l ed w i th  p eop l e h ea di ng
h ome f or th e h ol i da y . W e w i l l  l oa d u p  th e mi ni v a n a nd ma k e th e
j ou rney , k now i ng  th a t h ome w a i ts a t th e oth er end. W h a t si g h ts a nd
sou nds sa y  “ h ome”  to y ou ?  For ma ny  of  u s, C h ri stma s i s M a ma ’ s
ma c a roni  sa l a d. I t i s l i steni ng  to D a d’ s story  a b ou t th a t ti me h e w a s
stu c k  i n D etroi t on C h ri stma s D a y  b ec a u se of  a  snow storm. W e g o
h ome f or th e h ol i da y s b ec a u se w h ere w e c ome f rom i s p a rt of  w h o
w e a re.

T h e da y s l ea di ng  u p  to th e b i rth  of  C h ri st f ou nd J osep h  a nd h i s
f a mi l y  tra v el i ng  h ome to B eth l eh em. A l l  th e p eop l e h a d to retu rn to
th ei r h ometow ns f or a  c ensu s, w h i c h  w a s j u st i n ti me f or J esu s’  b i rth .
W h ere J osep h  c a me f rom a nd, u l ti ma tel y , w h ere J esu s c a me f rom
ma ttered i n th e g ra nd p l a n of  G od. J esu s’  h ome w a s th e f u l f i l l ment of
p rop h ec i es th a t f oretol d th a t th e M essi a h  w ou l d b e f rom th e h ou se of
D a v i d a nd th a t H e w ou l d b e b orn i n B eth l eh em. J osep h ’ s retu rn
h ome w a s a  p erf ec tl y  orc h estra ted p a rt of  G od’ s p l a n.

H ome i s di f f erent th i ng s f or di f f erent p eop l e. Perh a p s y ou  don’ t
h a v e th ose f ond memori es of  smok ed tu rk ey  a nd h a ndma de g i f ts.
B u t w h ere y ou  c ome f rom sti l l  ma tters, f ri end, b ec a u se y ou  c ome
f rom th e v ery  h ea rt of  G od. G od drea med u p  ev ery  deta i l  of  y ou
b ef ore y ou  w ere b orn, a nd H e i s w ork i ng  y ou r ori g i ns, y ou r p a st,



p resent, a nd f u tu re, tog eth er a s p a rt of  H i s g ra nd p l a n. A nd i f  C h ri st
i s y ou r S a v i or, y ou r f u tu re i nc l u des a  j ou rney  to a  new , eterna l  h ome
i n h ea v en. W e c a n sp end th i s h ol i da y  l ook i ng  h ea v enw a rd i n ou r
h ea rts, k now i ng  one da y  w e w i l l  a l l  tru l y  b e h ome f or th e h ol i da y s.





O ne of the Ph arisees ask ed him to
eat w ith him, and he w ent into the

Ph arisee’ s hou se and reclined at the
table.
L  7 :3 6

W ou l d y ou  b e su rp ri sed to k now  th a t a  tra di ti ona l  C h ri stma s mea l
i n th e C z ec h  R ep u b l i c  i nv ol v es f ri ed c a rp ?  I f  y ou  w ere i nv i ted to a
h ol i da y  mea l  i n Peru , y ou  w ou l d p rob a b l y  f i nd a  roa st tu rk ey  stu f f ed
w i th  g rou nd b eef  a nd p ea nu ts. For most of  u s, C h ri stma s di nner
tra di ti ons a re sa c red. W e w a nt to see M a ma ’ s c h estnu t stu f f i ng  a nd
A u nt D ee’ s sw eet p ota to c a sserol e j u st a s w e do ev ery  y ea r. M u c h
p l a nni ng  a nd p rep a ra ti on g o i nto C h ri stma s di nner, a nd f or th e most
p a rt, nob ody  w a nts a ny  su rp ri ses.

T h rou g h ou t C h ri st’ s mi ni stry  H e w a s of ten sea ted a t a  ta b l e,
di ni ng  w i th  a  su rp ri si ng  v a ri ety  of  i ndi v i du a l s. Peop l e h a v e a l w a y s
ma ttered to H i m. T h e most i mp orta nt p a rt of  a ny  mea l  w a s not w h a t
w a s serv ed on th e ta b l e b u t w h o w a s sea ted a t th e ta b l e. W h en th e
si nf u l  w oma n i nterru p ted th e Ph a ri see’ s mea l  to w a sh  J esu s’  f eet
w i th  a  f ra g ra nt oi l  i n L u k e 7 , C h ri st w el c omed h er w i th ou t h esi ta ti on
b ec a u se sh e ma ttered more th a n c u stom or tra di ti on.

Perh a p s th ere a re p eop l e i n ou r c i rc l es of  i nf l u enc e w h o a re
u p setti ng  th e b a l a nc e of  th e w a y  th i ng s h a v e a l w a y s b een done. W i l l
w e, l i k e J esu s, of f er th em a  sea t a t ou r C h ri stma s ta b l e?  T h i s ma y
b e l i tera l , mea ni ng  th a t ou r mea l s l ook  di f f erent th a n th ey  di d i n
y ea rs p a st, w i th  new  f a c es, new  di sh es, or new  c i rc u msta nc es. O r i t
ma y  b e f i g u ra ti v e, mea ni ng  th a t ou r a tti tu des mu st c h a ng e so w e c a n
v a l u e p eop l e’ s h ea rts more th a n w e do th e tra di ti ons w e c l i ng  to.



L et’ s w el c ome i nterru p ti ons w i th ou t h esi ta ti on a nd not b e a f ra i d to
ma k e room a t th e ta b l e th i s h ol i da y .





N ow  th ere w ere i n th e sa me c ou ntry  sh ep h erds l i v i ng
ou t i n th e f i el ds, k eep i ng  w a tc h  ov er th ei r f l oc k  b y  ni g h t.
A nd b eh ol d, a n a ng el  of  th e L ord stood b ef ore th em, a nd
th e g l ory  of  th e L ord sh one a rou nd th em, a nd th ey  w ere
g rea tl y  a f ra i d. T h en th e a ng el  sa i d to th em, “ D o not b e
a f ra i d, f or b eh ol d, I  b ri ng  y ou  g ood ti di ng s of  g rea t j oy  w h i c h
w i l l  b e to a l l  p eop l e. For th ere i s b orn to y ou  th i s da y  i n th e
c i ty  of  D a v i d a  S a v i or, w h o i s C h ri st th e L ord. A nd th i s w i l l
b e th e si g n to y ou : Y ou  w i l l  f i nd a  B a b e w ra p p ed i n
sw a ddl i ng  c l oth s, l y i ng  i n a  ma ng er.”

A nd su ddenl y  th ere w a s w i th  th e a ng el  a  mu l ti tu de of
th e h ea v enl y  h ost p ra i si ng  G od a nd sa y i ng :

“ G l ory  to G od i n th e h i g h est,
A nd on ea rth  p ea c e, g oodw i l l  tow a rd men!”

L u k e 2:8– 14





“ L et not you r hearts be trou bled.
Believe in God;  believe also in me. ”

J  1 4 :1

T h i nk  a b ou t some sea sons i n y ou r l i f e w h en y ou  f a c ed p a rti c u l a rl y
try i ng  ti mes. W h a t b rou g h t c omf ort to y ou r sou l ?  W h a t a re some of
th e l i ttl e th i ng s th a t w a rmed y ou r h ea rt?  D u ri ng  th i s w i nter sea son
th ere i sn’ t mu c h  th a t b ri ng s c omf ort q u i te l i k e a  c u p  of  h ot a p p l e
c i der. T h e smel l  of  i t si mmeri ng  on th e stov e or th e f eel  of  th e w a rm
mu g  i n ou r h a nds ma k es ou r h ea rts h a p p y . T h a t c omf ort i s nev er
more needed th a n w h en w e h a v e b een ou t i n th e c ol d.

W e a l l  g o th rou g h  ti mes i n ou r l i v es w h en th e w orl d seems j u st a
l i ttl e b i t c ol der. W e ex p eri enc e l oss a nd h ea rta c h e. For ma ny  p eop l e
th e h ol i da y s c a n b e a  c h a l l eng i ng  ti me b ec a u se th ey  a re remi nded of
w h a t th ey ’ v e l ost. W h i l e w e ma y  try  to c h eer th em u p  or ma k e th i ng s
b etter, C h ri st i s th e tru e sou rc e of  c omf ort. H e i s th e O ne w h o c a n
b ri ng  tru e w a rmth  i nto a  c h i l l y  w orl d.

W h en J esu s sp ok e th e w ords i n J oh n 1 4 :1 , H e w a s c omf orti ng
H i s di sc i p l es a f ter i nf ormi ng  th em th a t H e w ou l d b e l ea v i ng . T h ey
w ere f oc u si ng  on th ei r l oss, b u t H e w a nted th em to f oc u s on H i m.
W e c a n ta k e c omf ort th rou g h  th e c ol dest sea son b y  k eep i ng  ou r
g a z e on C h ri st a nd on th e h op e of  resu rrec ti on a nd restora ti on. Pa u l
ref erred to G od a s th e G od of  a l l  c omf ort (2  C ori nth i a ns 1 :3 ), a nd H e
i s sti l l  th a t f or u s toda y .

W h om do y ou  k now  w h o needs a  l i ttl e c omf ort th i s C h ri stma s?  I t
mi g h t ev en b e y ou . L et’ s remi nd ou rsel v es a nd th ose a rou nd u s th a t
C h ri st i s th e u l ti ma te sou rc e of  c omf ort. L et H i s merc y  a nd
c omp a ssi on f l ow  th rou g h  u s i n ou r p ra y ers, sy mp a th eti c  w ords, a nd
i n sma l l  a c ts of  l ov e. H ot a p p l e c i der i s nev er a  b a d i dea  ei th er.





Beyond all q u estion, the mystery
from w hich tru e godliness springs is

great: He appeared in the flesh.
1  T  3 :1 6  

T h e da y s l ea di ng  u p  to C h ri stma s a re f u l l  of  my stery  a nd
ex c i tement. Pa c k a g es of  a l l  sh a p es a nd si z es a re u nder th e tree.
S ma l l  trea su res a re sti c k i ng  ou t of  th e top s of  stoc k i ng s. C h i l dren try
to g u ess w h a t ea c h  p resent h ol ds. M ost a du l ts a re c ontent to l et th e
su sp ense rema i n a  l i ttl e l ong er. W h a t a b ou t y ou ?  D o y ou  enj oy
su rp ri ses, or do y ou  tel l  p eop l e ex a c tl y  w h a t y ou  w a nt f or C h ri stma s?

O n more th a n one oc c a si on, Pa u l  ref erred to C h ri st a nd th e
g osp el  a s a  my stery . O ne of  th e g rea test a sp ec ts of  th i s my stery  i s
th a t G od w ou l d p u t on f l esh  a nd l i v e a mong  u s. T h i s w a s c erta i nl y
not th e w a y  G od’ s p eop l e h a d env i si oned th e c omi ng  of  th e M essi a h .
Y et i t w a s ex a c tl y  h ow  H e needed to c ome i n order to ra nsom H i s
p eop l e. W e g ot th e v ery  th i ng  w e di dn’ t ev en k now  w e needed—
b ec a u se G od k now s u s b etter th a n w e k now  ou rsel v es.

T h e my stery  of  C h ri st i s sti l l  b ei ng  u nw ra p p ed. W e onl y  k now  p a rt
of  H i s w ork  on ea rth  a nd H i s p l a n f or h u ma ni ty , b u t one da y  a l l  w i l l
b e rev ea l ed (1  C ori nth i a ns 1 3 :1 2 ). W h i l e i t’ s temp ti ng  to w a nt to
k now  a l l  th e a nsw ers, w h y  not emb ra c e th e w onder of  i t a l l ?  T h ere
a re some th i ng s w e w ere not mea nt to k now , a nd th a t’ s ok a y . A f ter
a l l , G od’ s “ u ndersta ndi ng  h a s no l i mi t,”  w h i l e ou rs c erta i nl y  does
(Psa l m 1 4 7 :5  ). W e c a n stu dy , q u esti on, a nd seek  a nsw ers, b u t
l et’ s not l ose th e w onder of  G od’ s i nf i ni tel y  tra nsc endent p l a n. T h ere
i s no need to ru sh  th i ng s. R est i n G od’ s p erf ec t ti mi ng . H e w i l l  f i ni sh
u nw ra p p i ng  the  my stery  of  C h ri st’ s c omi ng , a nd w e w i l l  b e
ov erw h el med w i th  j oy .





All the promises of God find their
Y es in him.

2  C  1 :2 0

A c c ordi ng  to th e U ni ted S ta tes Posta l  S erv i c e, th ey  rec ei v e mi l l i ons
of  l etters a ddressed to S a nta  ea c h  y ea r. T h a t’ s a  l ot of  c h i l dren
ma k i ng  req u ests f or th i ng s th a t th ey  mi g h t not rec ei v e. D o y ou
rememb er ma k i ng  a  C h ri stma s l i st a s a  k i d?  E v ery  tel ev i si on
c ommerc i a l  a nd store c i rc u l a r h a d u s ru nni ng  to a dd j u st one more
i tem. N oth i ng  seems of f - l i mi ts w h en y ou ’ re a  c h i l d a t C h ri stma sti me.
B u t th e C h ri stma s-morni ng  rea l i ty  w a s th a t most of  u s di d not rec ei v e
ev ery  i tem w e req u ested. W e c a n a l l  th i nk  of  th a t one th i ng  th a t, f or
w h a tev er rea son, w e j u st di dn’ t g et.

G od h a s someth i ng  f or u s th a t’ s mu c h  b etter th a n C h ri stma s
w i sh es;  S c ri p tu re i s f u l l  of  promises. From G enesi s to R ev el a ti on, th e
B i b l e desc ri b es more th a n th ree th ou sa nd p romi ses f rom G od to H i s
p eop l e. T h e b ea u ty  i n G od’ s l i st of  p romi ses i s th a t th ere i s no need
to ra nk  th em to i ndi c a te w h i c h  th i ng s w e really w a nt. H e w i l l  not
ra ndoml y  c h oose w h i c h  p romi ses to k eep . N one of  G od’ s p romi ses
w i l l  b e l ef t u nf u l f i l l ed. T h ey  a l l  f i nd th ei r Y es i n C h ri st.

W h eth er i n ref erenc e to H i s p l a c e of  b i rth , H i s l i nea g e, or H i s
sa c ri f i c i a l  dea th , C h ri st k ep t ev ery  one of  G od’ s p romi ses. H e i s th e
f u l f i l l ment of  ev ery  p rop h ec y . H e i s th e a nsw er to ev ery  p ra y er.
B ec a u se of  C h ri stma s, w e k now  th a t G od a l w a y s k eep s H i s W ord
a nd th a t noth i ng  i s of f - l i mi ts or i mp ossi b l e w i th  H i m.

W h a t i s y ou r he a rt’ s desi re th i s C h ri stma s?  W h a t i s th a t th i ng  th a t
y ou  a re a l most a f ra i d to h op e f or?  W e a l l  h a v e someth i ng . L et’ s tru st
G od w i th  i t. O u r p ra y ers do not g o ou t i nto th e v oi d b u t ra th er to ou r
Fa th er, w h o l ov es a nd c a res f or u s. L et’ s l ea v e i t u p  to H i m, k now i ng



th a t G od desi res w h a t’ s b est f or u s a nd a nsw ers ev ery  p ra y er i n H i s
ti me a nd i n H i s w a y .





Bu t Mary treasu red u p all of these
things, pondering them in her heart.

L  2 :1 9

W h a t i s y ou r f a v ori te C h ri stma s orna ment?  W h a t memory  i s
a tta c h ed to i t?  For most of  u s, th e most l ov ed orna ments h a v e
memori es ti ed to th em. T h ey  a re th e a ng el s ou r g ra ndmoth ers
c roc h eted or th e sta rs ou r c h i l dren ma de f rom Pop si c l e sti c k s. O ne
of  th e b est p a rts of  C h ri stma s i s ta k i ng  th e dec ora ti ons ou t of  th ei r
stora g e c onta i ners a nd, one b y  one, rel i v i ng  th e sw eet memori es w e
h a v e trea su red u p  ov er th e y ea rs.

W h en th e sh ep h erds a rri v ed a t th e ma ng er, th ere w a s mu c h
ex c i tement. I mmedi a tel y  f ol l ow i ng  th e a ng el s’  v i si t i n th e f i el d, th ey
h a d tra v el ed w i th  h a ste to th e p l a c e w h ere J esu s w a s b orn. U p on
a rri v i ng , th ey  tol d ev ery one a l l  th a t h a d h a p p ened a nd a l l  th a t th e
a ng el s h a d to sa y . L u k e w rote th a t a l l  w h o h ea rd i t w ondered a t w h a t
th e sh ep h erds tol d th em. A nd M a ry  took  i t a l l  i n a nd p ondered i t i n
h er h ea rt a s i f  sh e di dn’ t w a nt to f org et a  th i ng . W h i l e oth ers w ere
b u stl i ng  w i th  ex c i tement, M a ry  w a s ma k i ng  memori es.

C h ri stma s c a n b e a  h ec ti c  ti me f or ma ny  of  u s. W e g et c a u g h t u p
i n mea l s, sh op p i ng , a nd a l l  th e f esti v i ti es th a t a c c omp a ny  th e
h ol i da y . W e mov e w i th  h a ste f rom one a c ti v i ty  to a noth er a nd, i f  w e
a ren’ t c a ref u l , end u p  ex h a u sted a nd emp ty  a t th e end of  i t a l l . L et’ s
do i t di f f erentl y  th i s y ea r. I nstea d of  sc u rry i ng  a rou nd, l et’ s l ook
a rou nd. L et’ s ta k e note of  th e g i g g l es of  th e c h i l dren a nd smi l e a t
G ra ndp a  na p p i ng  i n th e c h a i r. L et’ s l ea v e th e di rty  di sh es a nd
i nstea d si t a rou nd w i th  l ov ed ones, sh a ri ng  stori es. Y ea rs f rom now ,
th ese memori es w i l l  b e th e trea su res th a t w e c h eri sh  ti me a nd ti me
a g a i n.





“ T his people honors me w ith their
lips, bu t their heart is far from me. ”

M  1 5 :8

A rti f i c i a l  C h ri stma s trees da te a l l  th e w a y  b a c k  to th e 1 8 0 0 s. I t
w a sn’ t u nti l  th e 1 9 6 0 s a nd th e i ntrodu c ti on of  th e a l u mi nu m tree th a t
th ey  b ec a me p op u l a r i n th e U ni ted S ta tes. T a k e a  moment a nd
p i c tu re th e C h ri stma s tree of  y ou r c h i l dh ood. W a s i t a  p ri c k l y  a rti f i c i a l
tree or a  sc ented, sti c k y , l i v e one?

T h e a rti f i c i a l  trees of  toda y  a re b ec omi ng  more a nd more
rea l i sti c . U nl i k e th e sh i ny , si l v er ones of  th e ’ 6 0 s, toda y ’ s a rti f i c i a l
trees a re desi gn ed to l ook  j u st l i k e th e rea l  th i ng . M a ny  of  u s h a v e
w a l k ed i nto someone’ s h ome a nd b een f ool ed i nto th i nk i ng  th a t w h a t
stood i n th ei r l i v i ng  room w a s a  l i v e tree. B u t th ose of  u s w h o g rew
u p  w i th  l i v e trees a t C h ri stma s k now  th a t th e tru e test i s i f  y ou  a re
sti l l  p i c k i ng  u p  p i ne needl es i n Feb ru a ry .

T h e tru e test f or C h ri st- f ol l ow ers i s th e c ondi ti on of  ou r h ea rts.
D u ri ng  J esu s’  ti me on ea rth , H e h a d f a i th f u l  f ol l ow ers a nd a ng ry
op p onents, b u t th a t w a s not a l l . T h e Ph a ri sees w ere w h a t y ou  mi g h t
c a l l  “ th e a rti f i c i a l  f a i th f u l .”  T h ey  l ook ed th e p a rt a nd p l a y ed th e p a rt. I f
w e h a d seen th em i n a  c row d, w e ma y  h a v e b een f ool ed i nto
th i nk i ng  th ey  w ere th e rea l  th i ng , b u t th ey  w ere p u tti ng  on a  sh ow .
C h ri st w a s nev er f ool ed, b ec a u se th ei r sel f i sh  h ea rts a l w a y s g a v e
th em a w a y .

C h ri sti a ns do not a l l  l ook  th e sa me. W e a re a s di f f erent a s th e
C h ri stma s trees i n ou r l i v i ng  rooms. W e h a v e di f f erent g i f ts, a nd w e
a l l  h a v e di f f erent stru g g l es— a nd onl y  G od i s f i t to j u dg e w h a t’ s rea l
a nd not rea l . I n th e end w h a t ma tters i s th e c ondi ti on of  ou r h ea rts.
G od c a res w h a t’ s i n th em. T h i s sea son, l et’ s ta k e ti me to ref l ec t on
ou r moti v a ti ons a nd ma k e su re ou r f a i th  i s th e rea l  th i ng .





Sh e gave birth to her firstborn son
and w rapped him in sw addling cloths
and laid him in a manger, becau se

there w as no place for them in the inn.
L  2 :7

T h e L i ttl e D ru mmer B oy ”  i s a  c l a ssi c  C h ri stma s song  w ri tten i n
1 9 4 1 . I t’ s a b ou t a  l i ttl e b oy  i nv i ted to see th e C h ri st c h i l d. B ei ng  a
p oor b oy , h e’ s w orri ed a b ou t not h a v i ng  a  su i ta b l e g i f t to b ri ng  to th e
new b orn K i ng . T h e l i ttl e b oy  i s f a r more c onc erned a b ou t th i s th a n
J esu s i s. D o y ou  f i nd y ou rsel f  c onc erned i n th e sa me w a y  th i s y ea r?
H a v e y ou  b een c ou nti ng  dow n th e nu mb er of  p a y c h ec k s u nti l
C h ri stma s?  A re y ou  di sa p p oi nted th a t th i s ma y  b e a  modest
C h ri stma s?

W h en G od sent H i s S on i nto th e w orl d, th e op ti ons w ere
u nl i mi ted. H e c ou l d h a v e b een b orn i nto a  w ea l th y  f a mi l y  w h o c ou l d
h a v e p rov i ded H i m w i th  l a v i sh  th i ng s. H e c ou l d h a v e b een f rom a
b i g g er tow n w i th  more p resti g e. T h a t i s not th e C h ri stma s G od
c h ose. C h ri st c a me to h u mb l e p a rents a nd to h u mb l e c i rc u msta nc es.

T h ose v ery  c i rc u msta nc es ma de th e l i ttl e dru mmer b oy  i n th e
song  f eel  a s i f  h e c ou l d a p p roa c h  J esu s. H e took  i t a l l  i n a nd
dec l a red, “ I  a m a  p oor b oy  too.”  S ome C h ri stma ses a re a  l i ttl e more
modest th a n oth ers. W e h a v e a l l  h a d some l ea n y ea rs, a nd w e
p rob a b l y  di d not see th e b ea u ty  i n th em. B u t w h a t i f  w e di dn’ t v i ew  a
h u mb l e C h ri stma s w i th  di sa p p oi ntment?  W h a t i f , i nstea d, w e sa w  i t
a s a n i nv i ta ti on f or someone el se to sa y , “ M e too” ?  W h a tev er
c i rc u msta nc e y ou  f i nd y ou rsel f  i n th i s y ea r, don’ t l et a ny th i ng  stop
y ou  f rom op eni ng  y ou r h ea rt to J esu s a nd to th ose a rou nd y ou . T h e
g i f t of  C h ri st i s b ey ond p ri c e, a nd i t i s ou rs! A  l a v i sh  C h ri stma s



c el eb ra ti on i s not w h a t ma tters. W h a t c ou nts i s ou r h u mb l e w orsh i p
of  th e K i ng . J esu s a c c ep ts ou r p ra i se no ma tter h ow  “ p oor”  w e ma y
c onsi der i t.





F or the L ord G  does nothing
w ithou t revealing his secret to his

servants the prophets.
A  3 :7

How  g ood a re y ou  a t k eep i ng  a  su rp ri se a  sec ret?  C a n y ou  k eep  i t
to th e v ery  end, or a re y ou  th e ty p e to drop  h i nts i n th e h op e th a t i t
w i l l  b e di sc ov ered?  W e a l l  k now  th a t p erson w h o nea rl y  b u rsts a t th e
sea ms w h en try i ng  to h ol d someth i ng  i n ( a nd some of  u s a re th a t
p erson!). From g i f ts to su rp ri se g u ests, C h ri stma s i s a  sea son of  f u n
sec rets.

S c ri p tu re tel l s u s th a t G od i s a  h i nt drop p er. M ore th a n th a t, f or
th ose w i l l i ng  to l i sten, H e sh a res H i s p l a n ou tri g h t. T h ere i s
someth i ng  w a rm a nd endea ri ng  a b ou t k now i ng  th a t G od w a nted to
sh a re deta i l s a b ou t H i s S on. T h rou g h ou t th e y ea rs H e w a s
w h i sp eri ng  p i ec es of  H i s p l a n to th e p rop h ets.

I n J eremi a h  G od sa w  H i s p eop l e w a nderi ng  i n th e da rk ness a nd
w h i sp ered, “ D on’ t g i v e u p . H e’ s c omi ng .”  H e tol d I sa i a h  a b ou t th e
v i rg i n b i rth . I t’ s a s i f  H e j u st c ou l dn’ t h el p  b u t g i v e h i nts a b ou t w h a t
w a s to c ome. H e k new  H e h a d th e p erf ec t g i f t to g i v e to th e w orl d,
a nd H e w a nted to p rep a re G od’ s p eop l e f or i ts del i v ery . B ec a u se of
th ese h ol y  w h i sp ers th rou g h ou t h i story , b el i ev ers w ere ex p ec ti ng
C h ri st.

T h ere’ s so mu c h  w e don’ t k now  a b ou t th e w a y s of  G od. Y et
b ec a u se of  C h ri stma s, H i s l ov e f or u s i s no sec ret. H i s h i nts
th rou g h ou t h i story  w ere f u l f i l l ed i n th e ma ng er. A nd H e c onti nu es to
w h i sp er g ood th i ng s to h i s c h i l dren: “ For I  k now  th e p l a ns I  h a v e f or
y ou , . . . p l a ns f or w el f a re a nd not f or ev i l , to g i v e y ou  a  f u tu re a nd a
h op e”  ( J eremi a h  2 9 :1 1 ). M a y  w e tu ne ou r h ea rts to l i sten f or G od so



th a t w e do not mi ss th e sec rets H e ma y  w a nt to w h i sp er to u s th i s
sea son.





N icodemu s said to him, “ How  can a
man be born w hen he is old? ”

J  3 :4

A re y ou  f a mi l i a r w i th  th e H ol derness f a mi l y ?  T h ey  b ec a me a n
I nternet sensa ti on b y  c rea ti ng  v i deos a b ou t th ei r new  C h ri stma s
j a mmi es ea c h  y ea r. D ressed i n snow ma n- c ov ered f u z z y  p j ’ s, th ey
si ng  c l ev er l y ri c s a b ou t th ei r f a mi l y  C h ri stma s tra di ti ons a nd da nc e
a rou nd. Fol k s a re h ook ed, b ec a u se w h o doesn’ t l ov e a  g row n ma n
a nd w oma n w ea ri ng  f ooted p a j a ma s?  T h e f a b u l ou s p a rt i s th a t th ese
h i l a ri ou s g a rments c ome i n a l l  si z es— b ec a u se no one i s too ol d or
too b i g  f or C h ri stma s p a j a ma s.

S ometh i ng  a b ou t C h ri stma s seems to ma k e u s y ou ng  a g a i n. W e
c a n’ t h el p  b u t ex p eri enc e a  l i ttl e c h i l dl i k e w onder th i s ti me of  y ea r.
H ow  sa d w ou l d i t b e i f  w e f el t too ol d to th row  a  snow b a l l  or b u i l d a
g i ng erb rea d h ou se?  I n th e sa me w a y , C h ri st’ s l ov e def i es a g e.

N i c odemu s w a s a n ol d ma n. H e w a s f a mi l i a r w i th  J esu s’  tea c h i ng
a nd w a nted to k now  more. B ec a u se h e w a s a  ru l er of  th e J ew s, h e
w ent to q u esti on J esu s a nd to ma k e sense of  ev ery th i ng  H e h a d
sa i d. H ow  c ou l d i t b e p ossi b l e f or someone to b e b orn a g a i n to see
th e k i ng dom of  G od?  T h i s trou b l ed N i c odemu s b ec a u se h e w a s
a l rea dy  ol d— b i rth  w a s a  l ong  ti me a g o f or h i m.

J esu s g i v es u s g ood new s: w e a re nev er too ol d to c h oose G od
a nd b e b orn of  th e S p i ri t. W e c a n h a v e th e f a i th  of  a  c h i l d a t a ny  a g e
— i t’ s th e S p i ri t of  G od th a t ma k es u s new . A s l ong  a s th ere i s b rea th
i n ou r b odi es, H e c a n u se u s. T h ere i s no l i mi t to w h a t G od c a n
a c c omp l i sh  th rou g h  a  w i l l i ng  v essel . I t’ s not too l a te. S omeone el se
w on’ t b e b etter su i ted f or th e j ob . W e h a v e not mi ssed ou r c h a nc e.
W e a re not too ol d f or G od to u se, or f or C h ri stma s j a mmi es!





“ Call to me and I w ill answ er you ,
and w ill tell you  great and hidden things

that you  have not k now n. ”
J  3 3 :3

Ha v e y ou  ev er h i dden a  sp ec i a l  g i f t f or a  c h i l d deep  i nsi de th e toe
of  a  C h ri stma s stoc k i ng ?  H ow  ex c i ti ng  i t i s to w a tc h  th a t c h i l d p u l l  ou t
th e rest of  th e c a ndy  a nd ti ny  tri nk ets w h en y ou  k now  someth i ng
p rec i ou s i s w a i ti ng  a t th e b ottom! O n th e oth er h a nd, c onsi der h ow
f ru stra ti ng  i t i s w h en th e c h i l d i s sa ti sf i ed w i th  th e c a ndy  a nd does
not seek  a ny th i ng  b ey ond th a t i ni ti a l  trea t. Y ou  c a n’ t w a i t f or th e
moment w h en y ou r c h i l d w i l l  f i nd th e g rea ter p ri z e.

D o y ou  ev er f eel  a s th ou g h  y ou r l i f e i s mi ssi ng  someth i ng ?  S o
ma ny  of  u s h a v e g ra tef u l l y  a c c ep ted C h ri st a s S a v i or b u t h a v e not
ta k en ou r rel a ti onsh i p  w i th  H i m a ny  deep er. W e l ov e J esu s, b u t a s
w e meet th e c h a l l eng es of  ev ery da y  l i f e, w e stop  sea rc h i ng  f or H i m.
W e f org et G od h a s th i ng s y et to rev ea l . W e rea l l y  a re mi ssi ng  ou t on
a n i mp orta nt g i f t: w e a re mi ssi ng  more of  H i m.

C h ri st h a s h i dden a  desti ny  f or u s th a t w e ma y  k now  noth i ng
a b ou t. Y es, th ere i s a  sw eetness to sa l v a ti on, mu c h  l i k e th e
c h oc ol a te trea ts a t th e top  of  th e stoc k i ng . W e sh ou l d c erta i nl y
emb ra c e a nd enj oy  th a t i ndesc ri b a b l e g i f t. O h , b u t l et’ s a l so g o
deep er! G ems of  w i sdom a nd g i f ts of  strong  c h a ra c ter a nd h op e th a t
c ome th rou g h  p ersev era nc e w i l l  esc a p e ou r noti c e u nl ess w e a re
w i l l i ng  to g o f u rth er w i th  C h ri st.

T h e w ri ter of  H eb rew s sa i d th a t w e mu st c ome to G od b el i ev i ng
th a t H e ex i sts and th a t H e h a s rew a rds f or th ose w h o di l i g entl y  seek
H i m ( H eb rew s 1 1 :6 ). T h rou g h  th e i nsp i red w ords of  S c ri p tu re, G od i s
enc ou ra g i ng  u s to di g  f or th e deep er g i f ts of  C h ri st— to c onti nu e to
p ra y , stu dy , a nd serv e H i m w i th  a l l  ou r h ea rts. T h i s C h ri stma s, l et’ s



a sk  H i m to rev ea l  to u s th e h i dden trea su res th a t w e di d not ev en
rea l i z e w ere ou rs f or th e ta k i ng . H e i s w a i ti ng  f or u s to seek  th e
g rea test p ri z e— H i m.





“ Se e, I have w ritten you r name on
the palms of my hands. ”

I  4 9 :1 6  

How  do y ou  l i k e to w ra p  y ou r C h ri stma s p resents?  T h ere a re so
ma ny  op ti ons! S ome p ref er p a p er w i th  c a rtoon c h a ra c ters or
snow men a nd a  ni c e p eel - a nd-sti c k  b ow . O th ers c h oose a  sh i ny , f oi l
w ra p p i ng  w i th  a n el a b ora te ri b b on. T h en th ere a re th ose of  u s w h o
b eg i n w i th  v i si ons of  b ea u ti f u l l y  w ra p p ed p a c k a g es b u t, somew h ere
a rou nd th e tw enti eth  p resent, p u l l  ou t th e g i f t b a g s a nd ti ssu e p a p er.

W h a tev er p resenta ti on y ou  c h oose, th e l a st step  i s a tta c h i ng  th e
g i f t ta g . Y ou  l ov i ng l y  w ri te a  p erson’ s na me on th e ta g  a nd set th e g i f t
a p a rt f or th a t sp ec i f i c  i ndi v i du a l . I t’ s th e v ery  l a st step  i n th e w h ol e
p roc ess of  th i nk i ng  a b ou t, sh op p i ng  f or, a nd p u rc h a si ng  j u st th e ri g h t
g i f t. A nd w h en someone sees th a t g i f t si tti ng  u nder th e tree j u st f or
h i m or h er, h ow  sp ec i a l  do y ou  th i nk  th a t p erson f eel s?

G od’ s l ov e f or H i s p eop l e i s th e most w el l - p l a nned, ex tra v a g a nt
g i f t of  a l l  ti me. H e w ent to g rea t l eng th s to p rov e H i s l ov e to u s.
T h en, l est th ere b e a ny  q u esti on, th e L ord tel l s H i s p eop l e th a t th ei r
na mes a re eng ra v ed u p on H i s h ol y  h a nds. T h e g i f t of  G od’ s l ov e h a s
ou r na mes w ri tten on i t, a nd i t i s ou rs to op en a nd rec ei v e.

I t w ou l d b e terri b l y  sa d f or su c h  a  p rec i ou s g i f t to rema i n
u nop ened. T h e E nemy  w ou l d h a v e u s b el i ev e th a t G od’ s g i f t i sn’ t f or
u s. H e tel l s u s w e a re u nw orth y  of  G od’ s l ov e. D o not b el i ev e i t,
sw eet f ri ends. G od h a s ma de u s w orth y  th rou g h  H i s S on’ s sa c ri f i c e.
G od rea c h es ou t H i s h a nds, a nd th ey  a re ma rk ed w i th  ou r na mes so
w e k now  th a t th e g i f t of  C h ri st i s f or u s.





T here is one mediator betw een God
and men, the man Christ J esu s, w ho

gave himself as a ransom for all.
1  T  2 :5 – 6

B eg i nni ng  a  c ou p l e of  w eek s b ef ore C h ri stma s, ma ny  of  u s sta rt to
w a l k  to ou r ma i l b ox es w i th  ex p ec ta ti on. W e k now  th a t C h ri stma s
c a rds a nd l etters w i l l  a rri v e a l most da i l y . Fa mi l i es i n ma tc h i ng  ou tf i ts
w i l l  g ra c e th e c ov ers of  g l ossy  c a rds. T h ere w i l l  b e p ostc a rds w i th
b ri ef  g reeti ng s. T h en th ere a re th e C h ri stma s l etters, rep l ete w i th
deta i l s of  th e p a st y ea r. W h ose C h ri stma s l etter do y ou  l ook  f orw a rd
to rec ei v i ng ?

C h ri stma s l etters a re p ersona l  th i ng s. T h ey  don’ t g o to ev ery one
b ec a u se th e messa g e i sn’ t f or ev ery one. N ot ev ery one needs to
k now  th a t y ou ’ v e dec i ded to g o b a c k  to y ou r na tu ra l  h a i r c ol or or th a t
y ou r l i ttl e si ster f i na l l y  g ot h er b ra c es ta k en of f . T h ey  ea c h  c onta i n a
sp ec i f i c  messa g e f or sp ec i f i c  p eop l e. T o sh a re someone’ s l etter w i th
a n u ni ntended rec i p i ent mi g h t ev en a mou nt to g ossi p .

W h i l e some C h ri stma s l etters ma y  not b e f or ev ery one, th e story
of  C h ri stma s i s f or ev ery  si ng l e one of  u s. C h ri st c a me to ea rth
b ec a u se G od l ov ed th e w h ol e w orl d ( J oh n 3 :1 6 ). A ny one c a n rea d
S c ri p tu re a nd k now  th a t i t i s mea nt f or h i m or h er. C h ri st c a me f or
ev ery one, a nd H e di ed f or ev ery one. I n toda y ’ s v erse Pa u l  w rote th a t
C h ri st g a v e H i msel f  a s a  ra nsom f or a l l .

I t’ s ea sy  to a ssu me th a t ev ery one k now s th e messa g e of  th e
g osp el , b u t th a t’ s not th e c a se. Peop l e i n ou r l i v es h u ng er a nd th i rst
f or th e h op e of  C h ri st, a nd th ose of  u s w h o h ol d f a st to th e W ord of
G od mu st b e w i l l i ng  to sh a re i t. Y ou  ma y  not w a nt to sh a re th e
deta i l s of  y ou r si ster’ s C h ri stma s l etter w i th  th e w orl d, b u t th e g osp el
i sn’ t g ossi p . I t’ s g ood new s. L et’ s sh a re i t!





Coming u p at that very hou r [ Anna]
began to give thank s to God and to

speak  of him to all w ho w ere w aiting for
the redemption of J eru salem.

L  2 :3 8

Ha v e y ou  ev er g one door-to-door a t C h ri stma sti me si ng i ng  c a rol s
to y ou r nei g h b ors?  H i stori c a l l y , c a rol i ng  i n E ng l a nd w a s a  w a y  of
w i sh i ng  one’ s nei g h b ors g ood h ea l th , a nd i t w a s not stri c tl y  a
C h ri stma s a c ti v i ty . I t w a sn’ t u nti l  th e 1 8 0 0 s th a t C h ri stma s c a rol s
ma de th ei r w a y  onto th e song  l i st. C a rol i ng  b ec a me a  p op u l a r w a y  to
sp rea d C h ri stma s c h eer to f ri ends, nei g h b ors, or th ose w h o w ere
u na b l e to l ea v e th ei r h omes. C h ri stma s w a s sh a red w i th  th e w h ol e
c ommu ni ty .

T h ose w h o l ea rned a b ou t th e b a b y  M essi a h  w ere q u i c k  to sh a re
g ood new s w i th  th ose a rou nd th em. T h e sh ep h erds w ent
i mmedi a tel y  to th e ma ng er to sh a re ev ery th i ng  th e a ng el s h a d
sp ok en a b ou t th e C h ri st c h i l d ( L u k e 2 :1 7 ). U p on seei ng  J esu s i n th e
temp l e, th e p rop h etess A nna  tol d ev ery one a b ou t H i m ( L u k e 2 :3 8 ).
T h ey  a l l  g ra sp ed th e i mp orta nc e of  w h a t w a s ta k i ng  p l a c e a nd
sou g h t to sh a re i t w i th  oth ers.

W h y  do y ou  th i nk  c a rol i ng  i s not a s p rev a l ent th ese da y s?  A re w e
too b u sy ?  A re w e a f ra i d i t w ou l d b e a n i mp osi ti on on oth ers?  W h a t
stop s u s f rom sh a ri ng  th e w onder of  C h ri stma s w i th  th ose a rou nd
u s?  N o one i s sa y i ng  th a t y ou  h a v e to p i c k  u p  some h a ndb el l s a nd
sta rt k noc k i ng  on doors. T h e i mp orta nt p a rt i s not th e a c t of  si ng i ng
b u t th e a c t of  g oi ng .

H ow  c a n w e ta k e th e messa g e of  th e M essi a h  to ou r nei g h b ors?
T h e g ood new s i s sti l l  g ood new s a f ter a l l  th ese y ea rs. Peop l e sti l l



need to k now  th a t th e S a v i or h a s c ome f or th em. Y ou  c a n si ng  i f  y ou
l i k e, or y ou  c ou l d ta k e a  c a sserol e or a n i nv i ta ti on to a  g et-tog eth er
to one of  y ou r nei g h b ors. I t doesn’ t ma tter w h a t meth ods w e u se a s
l ong  a s w e sh a re th e messa g e of  C h ri stma s i n ou r c ommu ni ti es.





It had been revealed to [ S imeon]  by
the Holy Sp irit that he w ou ld not die

before he had seen the L ord’ s Messiah.
L  2 :2 6  

I s th ere a ny th i ng  more ex c i ti ng  th a n C h ri stma s E v e?  Fa mi l y  a nd
f ri ends w i l l  soon b e f i l l i ng  ou r h omes w i th  l ov e a nd l a u g h ter. T h e
p resents th a t w e h a v e l ov i ng l y  c h osen a nd w ra p p ed w i l l  f i na l l y  b e
op ened. A l l  of  ou r p l a nni ng  a nd p rep a ra ti on h a s b rou g h t u s h ere,
a nd now  w e w a i t w i th  a nti c i p a ti on.

S i meon w a s no stra ng er to a nti c i p a ti on. T h e H ol y  S p i ri t p romi sed
h i m th a t h e w ou l d not di e b ef ore seei ng  th e C h ri st. H e p rob a b l y
w ok e u p  ea c h  morni ng  th i nk i ng , T oday cou ld be the day! E v ery  da y
h e c onti nu ed to dra w  b rea th , h e w a i ted to see th e p romi sed
M essi a h . T h a t, my  f ri ends, i s a  l i f e f i l l ed to th e b ri m w i th  a nti c i p a ti on.

J u st a s S i meon l ong ed f or J esu s’  c omi ng , w e now  l ong  f or H i m to
c ome a g a i n. W e see p romi ses of  H i s retu rn a l l  th rou g h ou t S c ri p tu re.
R ev el a ti on tel l s u s th a t H e i s c u rrentl y  on H i s w a y , b ri ng i ng  j u sti c e
a nd a  new  w orl d (2 2 :1 2 ). W e l i v e w i th  th e k now l edg e th a t not onl y
w i l l  H e c ome someda y , b u t H e c ou l d c ome any day. H ow  ex c i ti ng  i s
th a t?

For th ose of  u s w h o l ong  f or H i s a p p ea ri ng , ou r da y s a re f i l l ed
w i th  a nti c i p a ti on. A  da y  i s no l ong er j u st a noth er tw enty - f ou r- h ou r
p eri od f i l l ed w i th  ta sk s to do a nd erra nds to ru n. For u s, ev ery  ni g h t
c a n b e l i k e C h ri stma s E v e. L et’ s g reet ea c h  new  da y  w i th  g rea t
a nti c i p a ti on k now i ng  th a t J esu s c ou l d a rri v e a t a ny  moment.





T oday a Sa vior, w ho is Messiah the
L ord, w as born for you  in the city of

David.
L  2 :1 1  

W ou l d i t su rp ri se y ou  to k now  th a t D ec emb er 2 5  p rob a b l y  i sn’ t th e
ex a c t da y  of  J esu s’  b i rth ?  M a ny  O rth odox  C h ri sti a ns, w h ose
c h u rc h es nev er a dop ted th e G reg ori a n c a l enda r, c el eb ra te
C h ri stma s on J a nu a ry  7 . A nd w h a t a b ou t th e c a l enda r y ea r?  W ou l d i t
sh oc k  y ou  to k now  th a t ma ny  b i b l i c a l  sc h ol a rs b el i ev e C h ri st w a s
b orn b etw een 6  a nd 4  B C ?  W e si mp l y  do not k now  th e ex a c t da te
th a t th e a ng el  dec l a red, “ T oda y  a  S a v i or . . . w a s b orn.”  B u t th a t i sn’ t
th e most i mp orta nt p a rt of  th e messa g e.

W h eth er toda y  ends u p  b ei ng  a  w onderf u l  da y , or i f  i t doesn’ t end
u p  a s y ou  h op ed i t w ou l d, th e ev ents of  today a re not th e most
i mp orta nt p a rt of  th e c el eb ra ti on. W h erev er toda y  f i nds y ou , th e
messa g e i s sti l l  th e sa me. M essi a h  th e L ord w a s b orn for you ! W h a t
a  l i f e- a l teri ng  f a c t! J esu s di d not c ome to g i v e u s a  sw eet story  to tel l .
H e di d not c ome so th a t w e c ou l d h a v e a  rea son to ex c h a ng e g i f ts.
C h ri stma s D a y  i s a b ou t G od g i v i ng  th e g i f t of  H i s S on to y ou  so th a t
y ou  c ou l d b el ong  to H i m.

T h e g i f t i s th e sa me w h eth er y ou  a re su rrou nded b y  f a mi l y  or
a l one i n y ou r l i v i ng  room. I t i s th e sa me on J a nu a ry  7  a s i t i s on
D ec emb er 2 5 . I n f a c t, not k now i ng  th e ex a c t da te of  C h ri st’ s b i rth
ma y  b e a  g i f t i n i tsel f . W e do not h a v e to l i mi t ou r a dora ti on to j u st
one da y ! A  S a v i or w a s b orn f or u s, a nd th a t i s w orth  c el eb ra ti ng  a ny
da y . T oda y , l et u s c ommi t to c el eb ra ti ng  G od’ s g i f t ea c h  da y  of  th e
y ea r.





Ev ery good gift and every perfect
gift is from above.

J  1 :1 7

A f ter w eek s of  f i g h ti ng  c row ds a nd sta ndi ng  i n l i nes, most of  u s a re
ti red of  b ei ng  i n stores of  a ny  k i nd. Y et, a c c ordi ng  to a  W all S treet
J ou rnal a rti c l e, h u ndreds of  u s w i l l  f l oc k  to stores to retu rn more th a n
$ 6 0  b i l l i on w orth  of  merc h a ndi se i n th e da y s f ol l ow i ng  C h ri stma s.
W h a t a b ou t y ou ?  A re y ou  ma k i ng  p l a ns to retu rn a n u g l y  sw ea ter or
th a t c a sserol e di sh  y ou  k now  y ou ’ l l  nev er u se?  D i d y ou  sa v e g i f t
rec ei p ts f or y ou r f ri ends a nd l ov ed ones?

S ome g i f ts j u st don’ t w ork  ou t. N o ma tter h ow  h a rd w e try , w e do
not a l w a y s k now  w h a t someone el se w a nts or needs. W e ma y  th i nk
w e h a v e c ome u p  w i th  th e p erf ec t p resent f or someone onl y  to see
h i m or h er sta ndi ng  i n th e retu rn l i ne, h ol di ng  ou r g i f t. I t’ s p ossi b l e
th a t ou r c h oi c es a re not a s p erf ec t a s w e th ou g h t.

B u t G od’ s g i f ts a re di f f erent. H e k now s ex a c tl y  w h a t w e need.
T h e g i f ts H e p l a c es i n ou r l i v es a re g ood a nd p erf ec t, a l th ou g h  H e
h a s a  w a y  of  g i v i ng  u s th i ng s th a t w e w ou l d h a v e nev er a sk ed f or or
sou g h t ou t f or ou rsel v es. Y et, i n th e end, th ey  a re a l w a y s ex a c tl y
ri g h t f or u s.

I s th ere someth i ng  th a t G od h a s p l a c ed i n y ou r l i f e th a t y ou
w ou l dn’ t mi nd retu rni ng ?  Y ou ’ re not a l one. W e do not a l w a y s
u ndersta nd H i s g i f ts. Y ou r stru g g l e or mi sf ortu ne ma y  seem l i k e a n
u g l y  sw ea ter th a t su rel y  mu st h a v e b een i ntended f or someone el se.
B u t H e ma k es no mi sta k es, sw eet f ri end. W h eth er ou r tri a l s h a v e
c ome a s a  c onseq u enc e of  si n, a s a  th orn f rom S a ta n, or a s
someth i ng  stra i g h t f rom th e h a nd of  G od, w e c a n sti l l  tru st th a t H e
w i l l  tu rn i t i nto someth i ng  g ood a nd p erf ec t. L et’ s c h oose to a c c ep t



w h a t G od a l l ow s to c ome ou r w a y , k now i ng  th a t H e w i l l  ma k e
someth i ng  b ea u ti f u l  ou t of  w h a tev er w e f a c e.





Bu t as for you , continu e in w hat you
have learned and firmly believed.

2  T  3 :1 4  

R a i se y ou r h a nd i f  y ou  sti l l  h a v e C h ri stma s l ef tov ers i n y ou r
ref ri g era tor. A ren’ t th ey  w onderf u l ?  N ot ma ny  th i ng s c a n b ea t a  ni c e
p l a te of  l ef tov er tu rk ey  a nd dressi ng . W h eth er y ou  ea t i t j u st a s y ou
di d on C h ri stma s D a y  or c rea te someth i ng  b ra nd-new  w i th  y ou r
l ef tov ers, i t’ s a  w a y  to k eep  th e h ol i da y s g oi ng  j u st a  l i ttl e w h i l e
l ong er. M a ny  p eop l e ma y  h a v e w ork ed to c rea te y ou r C h ri stma s
mea l , a nd y ou  c a n rel i v e th a t tog eth erness a s y ou  enj oy  th e
c onta i ners f u l l  of  del i c i ou s f ood. (Pl u s, y ou  c a n enj oy  not c ook i ng  f or
onc e!)

O u r sp i ri tu a l  l i v es a re mu c h  l i k e a  C h ri stma s di nner. A t ti mes, ou r
l ov ed ones su rrou nd u s a nd p ou r i nto ou r l i v es. O th er ti mes w e a re
a l one, b u t w e c a n retu rn to th e l essons th ey  h a v e ta u g h t u s a nd
c onti nu e to b e b l essed b y  th em. H a v e y ou  ev er g one th rou g h  a
di f f i c u l t sea son a nd b een remi nded of  a  sc ri p tu re someone ta u g h t
y ou  or a  w ord of  enc ou ra g ement f rom th e p a st?  T h ose a re sp i ri tu a l
l ef tov ers, a nd th ey  nou ri sh  th e sou l .

Pa u l  w a rned T i moth y  th a t th e da y  w ou l d c ome w h en p eop l e
w ou l d b eg i n f a l l i ng  a w a y  f rom th e f a i th . S ome w ou l d b eg i n to dou b t
th e th i ng s th ey  h a d b een tol d a b ou t C h ri st. H i s enc ou ra g ement to
T i moth y  i n toda y ’ s v erse w a s to c onti nu e on i n w h a t h e h a d l ea rned.
W h en l i f e b ec a me c h a oti c  or c onf u si ng , T i moth y  c ou l d g o b a c k  to
w h a t h e k new  to b e tru e.

W e l i v e i n a  c onsta ntl y  c h a ng i ng  w orl d. Peop l e a re c h a l l eng i ng
C h ri sti a n b el i ef s, a nd some a re redef i ni ng  sc ri p tu ra l  tru th s to ma k e
th em more a c c ep ta b l e to th e w orl d. B u t w e do not need to
rep a c k a g e or “ reh ea t”  th e W ord of  G od. “ For th e w ord of  G od i s a l i v e



a nd a c ti v e. S h a rp er th a n a ny  dou b l e-edg ed sw ord, i t p enetra tes
ev en to di v i di ng  sou l  a nd sp i ri t, j oi nts a nd ma rrow ;  i t j u dg es th e
th ou g h ts a nd a tti tu des of  th e h ea rt”  ( H eb rew s 4 :1 2  ). G od’ s W ord
i s j u st a s p erf ec t a nd tru e toda y  a s i t w a s w h en i t w a s f i rst i nsp i red.





Going into the hou se they saw  the
child w ith Mary his mother, and they fell

dow n and w orshiped him.
M  2 :1 1

Y ou  ma y  h a v e seen a  na ti v i ty  set w i th  th ree w i se men sta ndi ng
ri g h t nex t to the  sh ep h erds i n th e sta b l e. O ne mi g h t ev en b e set u p
on y ou r h ea rth  ri g h t now , or p erh a p s th e c h i l dren i n y ou r c h u rc h
a c ted i t ou t dur i ng  A dv ent. T h i s b ea u ti f u l  sc ene i s i ng ra i ned on ou r
c ol l ec ti v e C h ri stma s memory . S o w h i l e i t ma y  not h a v e b een a
su rp ri se to b i b l i c a l  sc h ol a rs, most of  u s w ere sh oc k ed w h en w e
rea l i z ed th e w i se men w ere not p resent a t th e ma ng er. N ow , b ef ore
w e sta rt remov i ng  th e w i se men f rom G ra ndma ’ s f a v ori te na ti v i ty
sc ene, l et’ s th i nk  f or a  moment.

From S c ri p tu re w e c a n su rmi se th a t i t c ou l d h a v e ta k en a n
u nk now n nu mb er of  ma g i  a s l ong  a s tw o y ea rs to tra v el  f rom w h ere
th ey  w ere to w h ere C h ri st w a s resi di ng . T h ey  w ou l d h a v e tra v el ed b y
c a ra v a n a nd oc c a si ona l l y  stop p ed f or l odg i ng . E v ery one ma k i ng  th e
j ou rney  w ou l d h a v e b een v ery  mu c h  a w a re th a t th e g oa l  w a s
rea c h i ng  th e C h ri st c h i l d.

T oda y ’ s sc ri p tu re tel l s u s th a t i mmedi a tel y  u p on enteri ng  th e
h ome (not th e sta b l e), th ey  f el l  dow n to w orsh i p  H i m. T h e j ou rney
w a s a l l  a b ou t J esu s. A f ter w orsh i p i ng  H i m, th ey  p resented th e c h i l d
w i th  g i f ts. I t w a s sti l l  a  c el eb ra ti on of  th e b i rth  of  th e S a v i or. T w o
y ea rs l a ter, i t w a s sti l l  C h ri stma s.

I t’ s c ommon to f eel  a  l i ttl e b i t of  a n emoti ona l  l etdow n f ol l ow i ng
C h ri stma s. S o mu c h  ef f ort a nd energ y  g oes i nto th e w eek s l ea di ng
u p  to i t, a nd th en i t’ s a l l  ov er so q u i c k l y . B u t w h a t i f  i t w eren’ t?  W h a t i f
i t c onti nu ed a f ter dec ora ti ons w ere p a c k ed a w a y  a nd th e l ef tov ers
w ere ea ten?  L et’ s l i ng er ov er th e C h ri st c h i l d a  l i ttl e l ong er. Perh a p s



th ose ol d na ti v i ty  sets h a d th e ri g h t i dea . I t i s nev er too l a te or th e
w rong  ti me to c el eb ra te th e b i rth  of  C h ri st.







F or w e are the aroma of Christ to
God.

2  C  2 :1 5

W h a t does C h ri stma s smel l  l i k e to y ou ?  C a ndl es a re p op u l a r
a c c essori es i n h omes th i s ti me of  y ea r, si nc e th e sense of  smel l
h el p s c rea te su c h  strong , w a rm memori es. C a ndl es a nd b u rners
c ome i n del i c i ou s sc ents, l i k e ora ng e, p u mp k i n sp i c e, a nd p i ne tree.
O ne l a rg e c a ndl e c omp a ny  ev en sel l s a  c a ndl e c a l l ed “ C h ri stma s
E v e,”  w h i c h  i s su p p osed to smel l  l i k e c a ndi ed f ru i t. I t’ s g ood enou g h
to ea t!

A meri c a n p oet D i a ne A c k erma n onc e sa i d, “ N oth i ng  i s more
memora b l e th a n a  smel l .”

N oth i ng  a b ou t G od’ s c rea ti on i s a c c i denta l . H e desi g ned ou r
b odi es so th e sense of  smel l  w ou l d b e l i nk ed to ou r memori es.
Perh a p s th a t i s w h y  Pa u l  u sed th e p h ra se “ th e a roma  of  C h ri st”  to
tel l  u s th a t w e a re to b e l i k e a  c omf orti ng  sc ent i n th e memori es of
th ose w e enc ou nter.

Pa u l  tol d th e C ori nth i a ns th a t G od u ses b el i ev ers to sp rea d th e
f ra g ra nc e of  th e k now l edg e of  C h ri st ev ery w h ere. T h en, i n h i s v ery
nex t sentenc e, h e sa i d th a t w e a re th e a roma  of  C h ri st to G od. I n
oth er w ords, w e sh ou l d a l w a y s smel l  l i k e C h ri st, l ea v i ng  tra c es of  H i s
p ea c e, H i s j oy , a nd H i s g ra c e. H a v e y ou  ev er k now n someone
w h ose l ov el y  sc ent l i ng ers l ong  a f ter h e or sh e h a s l ef t th e room?
W h en w e l ea v e someone’ s p resenc e, i t sh ou l d b e C h ri st’ s sc ent th a t
l i ng ers: th e essenc e of  H i s h ol i ness a nd l ov e.

L et’ s b e i ntenti ona l  a b ou t th e sp i ri tu a l  sc ent w e l ea v e b eh i nd.
Peop l e w i l l  rememb er i t. I f  w e a re to do ev ery th i ng  a s u nto th e L ord,
ev ery th i ng  w e do sh ou l d i nc l u de th e f ra g ra nc e of  C h ri st a nd ref l ec t
w el l  on H i m. O u r i ntera c ti ons w i th  oth ers sh ou l d g i v e of f  a  sw eet



a roma . A nd w h en G od dra w s nea r u s a nd ta k es a  deep  b rea th , l i v e
i n su c h  a  w a y  th a t H e i s f i l l ed w i th  th e sc ent of  H i s S on. L et’ s sh a re
th e a roma  of  C h ri stma s.





T hen [ J oseph of Arimathea]  took
[ J esu s’  body]  dow n and w rapped it in a

linen shrou d and laid him in a tomb.
L  2 3 :5 3

T h i ng s h a v e a  w a y  of  c omi ng  f u l l  c i rc l e.”  T h a t’ s w h a t w e sa y  a b ou t
a  si tu a ti on th a t seems to end w h ere i t b eg a n. C a n y ou  th i nk  of  a
si tu a ti on th a t p l a y ed ou t i n y ou r l i f e i n a  w a y  th a t ma de y ou  th i nk
th i ng s h a d c ome f u l l  c i rc l e?  I n th e stu dy  of  S c ri p tu re, w e w ou l d c a l l
th i s a n inclu sio. T h e b ook  of  L u k e h a s sev era l  ex a mp l es. T h e
mi ni stry  of  J esu s b eg a n w i th  S a ta n i n th e w i l derness, q u esti oni ng
H i s di v i ni ty  ( L u k e 4 :3 ) a nd ended w i th  th e ru l ers q u esti oni ng  H i s
di v i ni ty  a s H e h u ng  on th e c ross ( L u k e 2 3 :3 5 ). T h e v ery  setti ng  of
L u k e i s a n inclu sio: th e b ook  op ens a nd c l oses i n th e temp l e.

T h i nk  b a c k  to L u k e 2  w h en M a ry  g a v e b i rth  to C h ri st. A s H e drew
i n H i s f i rst b rea th s, sh e w ra p p ed H i m i n c l oth s a nd l a i d H i m i n th e
ma ng er. I ma g i ne th e g entl eness of  th ose h a nds a s th ey  h el d th e
S a v i or a nd th e nerv ou sness of  a  new  ma ma  a s sh e l a i d H i m i n th e
ma ng er. N ow , l et’ s i ma g i ne J osep h  of  A ri ma th ea  a s H e remov ed
C h ri st’ s b ody  f rom th e c ross. I ma g i ne th e g entl eness of  th ose h a nds
a s th ey  h el d th e b ody  of  th e S a v i or a nd th e nerv ou sness of  a
b el i ev er a s h e l a i d H i m i n th e tomb . W ere tw o sets of  h u ma n h a nds
ev er a s b l essed a s th ose of  M a ry  a nd J osep h  of  A ri ma th ea ?

T h e si mi l a ri ti es i n th e w a y  M a ry  a nd J osep h  of  A ri ma th ea
h a ndl ed C h ri st’ s b ody  w ere not c oi nc i denta l . W e a re mea nt to l i nk
th e c ra dl e a nd th e c ross tog eth er i n ou r mi nds. T h ey  w ere a l w a y s
p a rt of  th e sa me c i rc l e of  ev ents. O ne w a s i ntended to l ea d to th e
oth er. A s w e c l ose ou t a noth er c a l enda r y ea r a nd ref l ec t on
b eg i nni ng s a nd endi ng s, l et’ s not l ose si g h t of  th e f a c t th a t th e b a b y



i n th e ma ng er b ec a me th e M a n on th e c ross. T h e endi ng  to th i s story
sp el l ed a  new  b eg i nni ng  f or th e w orl d— a nd g a v e u s new  h op e.





T herefore, if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new  creation.  T he old has passed

aw ay;  behold, the new  has come.
2  C  5 :1 7

P a u se a nd ta k e a  deep  b rea th . Y ou  h a v e ma de i t th rou g h  a noth er
C h ri stma s sea son a nd a re a b ou t to emb a rk  on a  b ra nd-new  y ea r.
T h e g i f ts h a v e a l l  b een g i v en, a nd th e f ood h a s a l l  b een ea ten. T h e
dec ora ti ons w i l l  soon b e p u t a w a y . ( S ome of  u s w i l l  not h a v e th e
energ y  to ta k e th e tree dow n f or a  l i ttl e w h i l e. T h a t’ s ok a y ;  th i s i s a
p l a c e of  g ra c e.) For a l l  of  u s, th i s i s a  ti me of  new  b eg i nni ng s. W h a t
a re y ou  l ook i ng  f orw a rd to i n th e N ew  Y ea r?

A l l  th rou g h ou t S c ri p tu re, C h ri st c rea ted new  b eg i nni ng s. A  y ou ng
v i rg i n g i rl  b eg a n th e j ou rney  of  moth erh ood. Pri soners b eg a n new
l i v es of  f reedom, a nd th e l a me w ere g i v en new  h op e th rou g h  H i s
h ea l i ng . H e w i p ed a w a y  si ns a nd si c k nesses a nd of f ered f resh  sta rts
i nstea d. W h o a mong  u s c ou l d u se a  new  b eg i nni ng  too?

H ow  w a s th i s p a st y ea r f or y ou ?  M ost of  u s c ou l d l i st a  f ew  h i g h s
a nd l ow s. W e w i sh  w e c ou l d do some th i ng s ov er, or p erh a p s not do
th em a t a l l . T h ere i s g ood new s. C h ri st sti l l  del i g h ts i n g i v i ng  u s new
b eg i nni ng s. W e c a n mov e on f rom a ny  mi sta k es w e h a v e ma de th i s
y ea r. W e c a n a l l ow  G od to h ea l  a ny  w ou nds a nd l ea d u s b a c k
tow a rd H i m. W e c a n a sk  H i m to b eg i n a  new  w ork  i n u s.

L et’ s not enter th i s N ew  Y ea r c a rry i ng  ol d b u rdens. W ou l dn’ t w e
ra th er h a v e new  b l essi ng s i nstea d of  ol d b a g g a g e?  T h i s i s th e
p erf ec t ti me. L et th e ol d p a ss a w a y . I n C h ri st w e a re new  c rea ti ons
c rea ted f or new  th i ng s. L et’ s p rep a re ou r h ea rts to rec ei v e th em.
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